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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Territories
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Traditional Storytimes
Join us in October and November 

for our drop-in storytimes. Our fall 
session begins on Tuesday, October 
6th and runs until Wednesday, No-
vember 25th.  

Caregivers with babies-age 2 meet 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 

Caregivers with 2s and 3s meet on Tuesdays 
at 11:15 

Children 4 and up meet on Wednesdays at 11:15
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Release Party

Tuesday October 13:  3:45 PM to 5:00 PM 
Book 4 is finally here!  Join us for a Summer Beach 

Party- a little bit Greg (some video games) a little bit his 
mom (‘togetherness’ games).  Dress in Summer Attire, 
refreshing refreshments served.  We will have copies of 
book 4 to give away. Open to kids 8 and up, registration 
is required.  
Door, Roof, Floor:  Dwelling in Essays & Photo-
graphs, Poems & Art

Beginning this October, the Amherst Town Library 
is pleased to offer “Door, Roof, Floor: Dwelling in Essays 
& Photographs, Poems & Art.”  This year-long series, 
funded by the Friends of the Amherst Town Library, 
invites you to live in houses both familiar and strange, 
dark and light, near and far, through rich readings, live-
ly conversations, and writing opportunities.  The first 
discussion session, October 14, is entitled “Floor of Sky: 
Earth as Dwelling,” and includes essays by Annie Dil-
lard, Gretel Ehrlich, and Bonnie J. Rough along with a 
number of photographs.  The discussion session is of-
fered at 1-2:30 pm or 7-8:30 pm.   Participants are ex-
pected to read the specific essays and view the photo-
graphs before the discussion session.  All materials are 
available at the library. 

The fall series features an exciting interplay of es-
says and photographs.   The contemporary essay uses 
language to design a dwelling for story, memoir, his-
tory, science, poetry, music, or myth.  Like essays, pho-
tographs can capture daring forays into life as well as 
deeply reflective moments, offering us both unexpect-
ed pleasure and challenges.  Mark your fall calendars 
now for discussions on Oct. 14, Oct. 28, Nov. 11, and 
a wordplay workshop on Nov. 16.  Anyone is welcome 
to come to any or all sessions of the reading series.  It 
is helpful, although not mandatory, that writing work-
shop participants have attended at least one discussion 
session in that genre.

Poems and paintings have long inspired each oth-
er, sharing a space lively with color, form, and feeling.   
Join us in March and April as we explore the power of 
poetry and visual art to open new doors to the many 
dimensions of being at home, and away.

Facilitator Emily Archer, who 
holds a doctorate in American liter-
ature and is a published writer, has 
designed this series in consultation 
with Ruslyn Vear, Head of Refer-
ence. 

You can register by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting the website 

at www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click 
on the calendar icon labeled “Calen-

dar of Events” on the homepage.
Roman Holiday: Latin In The After-

noon
Would you like to brush up on that old high 

school Latin or take the Latin that you “just never had 
time for”? Now you can have fun while learning basic 
Latin, the evolution of language, and all kinds of fas-
cinating Latin connections at the Amherst Town Li-
brary in the new fall series for adults entitled: “Roman 
Holiday: Latin in the Afternoon.”  Mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, October 21, November 4, and Novem-
ber 18 from 1-2:30 p.m. as recently retired Souhegan 
High School teacher Nancy Baker leads the series in 
the Johnson Meeting Room.

Session II (October 21) will include basic Latin ex-
pressions and abbreviations that have useful applica-
tions.  More basic language mechanics, vocabulary, 
and getting started with reading.  Session III (Novem-
ber 4) will address who wrote in Latin?  Is the Latin of 
classical authors like Cicero and Caesar the same Lat-
in in which the Bible was written or in which scholars 
of the Middle Ages wrote works of philosophy, natural 
science, and theology?  More basic mechanics, vocabu-
lary and reading.  Session IV (November 18) will in-
clude what does that Latin hidden in English literature 
or history mean?  At this session, participants will be 
asked to bring in the Latin they had to skip over while 
reading and will leave the session with the translation.  
And, of course, more basic mechanics, vocabulary and 
reading will be included.  Everyone is welcome to any 
or all of the sessions.

Nancy Baker, who holds a New Hampshire State cer-
tification in Latin, is one of the Founding Faculty at 
Souhegan High School and taught Latin, Ancient His-
tory, Philosophy, Mythology, and the History of Ideas 
during her time at the school.  She was runner up as 
New Hampshire Teacher of the Year in 2004.  A Classi-
cal languages major at Harpur College, SUNY at Bing-
hamton, Nancy continued graduate work in Egyptology 
at Brown University.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williamsburg, was Director of 
Research at the Historic Annapolis Foundation, and is 
the author of several articles on early Annapolis, Mary-
land, silversmiths I the 18th century, and colonial ship 
chandlery.

The event is free and open to the public.  You can reg-
ister by calling 673-2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Mom, make Sis get out of my room…Son, if you 
want supper, you can’t play in the kitchen.  Territo-
ries, we all have them.  One of mine is the shop and 
storage room.  Don’t throw out anything!  That’s 
one; the other territory is the Friendly Forest.  All 
comers are welcome here.

Where’s the Friendly Forest?  You say.  You’ll find 
it outside any open door, I say.  Unlike the Petting 
Farm inside its neat white fences, the Friendly For-
rest is wherever I am and can be wherever you are, 
too.  Let me back up.  We kids grew up, always hav-
ing open spaces just outside the back door.  And 
we had understanding parents who knew we would 
be back from exploring the forest when ready, or at 
least for meals.

At first, our forest was the small lot next door 
(roughly a red squirrel’s territory) with a large er-
ratic boulder rising from it to scramble on.  By 
grammar school days, our range had grown to a 
mile (about the territory of a white-tailed deer) to 
the farm above town on Nova Scotia Hill.  High 
school times found us hiking the Berkshire Hills 
above the Housatonic or exploring abandoned 
farms within a range about as expansive as a black 
bear or coyote travels – 2 to 20 miles.

Friendly Forests have no bounds.  They extend 
as far as feet and eyes may travel.  No bounds, as 
long as the back door is open and the young per-
son who is ready is allowed to go through the bar-
way in the old stone wall and enter the field and 
woods beyond.  Readiness is spawned early with a 
parent who takes the child by the hand and walks 
first around the yard and then into the woods and 
fields on a nearby trail.  Readiness and a yearning 
to be absorbed in the natural world does not incu-
bate during hours in front of the TV.

Three years ago Richard Louv wrote Last Child 
In The Woods –Saving Our Children From Nature-
Deficit Disorder.  He wrote about his childhood, 
learning and enjoying nature.  He talks about how 
one relationship with nature can evolve into an-
other and about raising his children to appreci-
ate the natural world.  Richard Louv concludes his 
book, saying:

“Jason [Louv’s son] is a man now.  He graduated 
from college last spring.  Matthew has two years 

left of high school.  I feel a sense of pride and relief 
that they have grown well, and a deep grief that my 
years as a parent of young children is over, except 
in memory.  And I am thankful.  The times I spent 
with my children in nature are among my most 
meaningful memories – and I hope theirs.

 “We have such a brief opportunity to pass on to 
our children our love for this Earth, and to tell our 
stories.  These are the moments when the world is 
made whole.  In my children’s memories, the ad-
ventures we’ve had together in nature will always 
exist.”

Amherst educator and author, Jean Rogers, will 
publish this fall her book titled Kids Under Fire.  In 
it she picks up the theme from Louv and Connecti-
cut-based No Child Left Inside with seven simple 
and concrete steps parents can use to set limits 
on indoor media watching that real kids have sur-
vived.  These are tested ways to combat the media 
attacks on our children.  We have to think that our 
kids are the ones who will be protecting the for-
ests and forest dwellers tomorrow.  It is time to get 
outside!  

Teaching children about the natural world 
should be treated as one of the most important 
events in their lives.  

— Thomas Berry

Amherst Trails
Trails maintained by the ACC are marked with 

dollar-sized paint blazes.  A single blaze delineates 
the trail.  Two blazes, one above the other, give no-
tice of a sharp change of direction – usually 90 de-
grees.  Blazes occur more often on ACC trails than 
you might encounter elsewhere.  We want folks 
new to these properties to feel comfortable they 
are on the trail in these friendly forests.

ACC-managed lands are open to both hikers and 
hunters.  Deer hunting, in one form or another, is 
permitted from now until December 15.  Wear a 
cap or vest of hunter orange and enjoy our trails.  
And don’t forget the orange vest for your golden re-
triever.  

Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH.  08A00360.CL.HP.NPH.BW (08/08) 

Accidents happen fast. 
So should the claims process.
One of the advantages of being an independent agent is representing multiple insurance 

carriers, like Progressive. Progressive makes the claims process easy with:

› Fast, responsive claims representatives

› Repairs that are managed for you, start to finish

› Guaranteed repairs

CALL TODAY.
 AUHSAN - ECNARUSNI YOF

TEERTS NIAM 053  , AUHSAN   

 7851-388-306
 moc.ecnarusniyof@reirB.liaG

Foundation Hematology/Oncology
Welcomes S. Gautami Rao, MD. 

Dr. Rao is board certified in Medical

Oncology, Hematology, and Internal

Medicine. She received her medical

degree from Coimbatore Medical

College, India. She completed her 

residency at Kingsbrook Jewish

Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY and her

fellowships at Brookdale Hospital,

Brooklyn, NY, and Thomas Jefferson

University, Philadelphia, PA.

We welcome you as a patient.
Dr. Rao is now accepting new

patients. To schedule an appointment,

call 603-886-7900.

We welcome you.
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Please direct  a l l  quest ions about  artwork/f i les to :
Square Spot  Design- Lisa Wi l l iams- 603-625-6003
lwi l l iams@squarespotstudio.com

Southern NH Medical  Center
“Rao”

S. Gautami Rao, MD

Foundation Hematology/Oncology

10 Prospect Street, Suite 202

Nashua, NH 03060

Phone: 603-886-7900

A  H I G H E R  L E V E L  O F  C A R E .

A member of Foundation Medical Partners and
proudly affiliated with 

www.snhmc.org

Welcome You!
Salzburg Square

Eden Restaurant & Lounge
249-3336 www.edenrestaurantandlounge.com

Aurvara Salon
673-0404 www.aurvarasalon.com

Just Naturals & Co.
642-6900

Antiques at Mayfair
546-0194 or 595-7531
www.antiquesatmayfair.com

Enchanted Lace
673-5223 www.enchantedlace.com

292 Route 101 • Amherst, NH

The Village ShoppeS aT

Nutressante
396-8480 www.nutressante.com 

Whimsey Square Gift Shoppe
673-3111 whimseysquare@aol.com

Gallery Portraits
672-8780 www.galleryportraitstudios.com

Roxie’s Fashions
673-2270 Roxiesfashions@aol.com

 The Golden Egg Gift Boutique
672-1EGG (1344)
goldeneggamherst@gmail.com

Oktoberfest
Sat. Oct. 17th

10aM-5PM
Please join us for a Festive Day with 
something for everyone! Fun, food, 
Oompah band, games, face painting, 
photo taking, artists, chili cookoff...

Here is this vast, savage, howling mother of ours,
Nature, lying all around, with such beauty, and such affection for her children,
as the leopard; and yet we are so early weaned
from her breast to society, to that culture which is exclusively
an interaction of man on man.

— Henry David Thoreau

If you have a news tip, photographs to publish, or an interesting story to share, become a Contributor to The Amherst Citizen. We’d like to hear from YOU!


