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“Toast for a Cure”

Fundraising Event for CF Research 
Planned in Nashua

Motivating Miles Plans a  
Fundraising Event

 The Paula and Richard Garvey 
family from Amherst is planning 
the 5th Annual Toast for a Cure for 
Cystic Fibrosis on Sunday, Novem-
ber 1st from 6.00 to 9.00 p.m. at The 
Peddlers Daughter Irish Pub on 48 
Main Street in Nashua.  Admission 
is $10 and that includes a pint of beer 
and appetizers, generously donated 
by The Peddlers Daughter. Kieran 
MacNally and the New Hampshire 
Police Association Pipe Drum Band 
will entertain for the evening. There 
will also be a raffle and silent auc-
tion featuring many exciting items 
such as a bottle of Jameson distill-
ery Reserve Whiskey, Irish Crafts, 
ski passes and many other items do-
nated by local businesses. It prom-
ises to be a great night!

The evening raises funds to sup-
port research to find a cure for CF.  
Rosie Garvey, 11 years old inherited 
the diseased which was diagnosed 
when she was only days old.  Early 
diagnosis is crucial for CF patients 
in order to maintain strong lungs. 
Currently there is no cure.  Rosie’s 
family believes that with research 
funding a cure is coming soon. 

Cystic Fibrosis is a genetic dis-
ease that effects the lungs and di-
gestive system. Huge advances have 
been made in the treatment of CF 
but average life expectancy is only 
37 years CURRENTLY THERE IS 
NO CURE. For more information 
on cystic fibrosis and the Cystic Fi-
brosis Foundation please visit www.
cff.org

AMHERST – Folks are always 
loaded with energy when the cool 
fall weather arrives in New Hamp-
shire.  How about expending a lit-
tle of that energy for a good cause.  
The Motivating Miles Foundation, 
founded by Caleb Ginsberg and his 
mother Sarah Ramsay of Amherst 
have planned a Mount Monadnock 
Melee to take place on Sunday, Oc-
tober 25th at Grand Mount Monad-
nock in Jaffrey.  

What is a Melee you ask?  Teams 
of two will race to the bare rock 
summit at 3,165 feet competing 
against those in their combined 
age category.  The second most fre-
quently climbed mountain in the 
world, behind Japan’s Mt. Fuji, will 
offer beautiful 100 mile views of six 
states in blazing autumn colors.  

The funds raised during this race 
will enable Motivating Miles to help 
those individuals who face a life 
threatening illness.  The Ginsberg-
Ramsay family has been living their 

own journey after three members 
were diagnosed with life threaten-
ing illnesses all within one week.  
Their reaction was to reach out to 
other families and individuals who 
need help.  Their foundation is a 
non-profit charitable organization 
designed to raise money to assist in-
dividuals and families “achieve ac-
ceptance, inner solace, an insured 
legacy; through individualized jour-
neys; facilitating the fulfillment of 
lifelong desires.”  

You can sign up by using the near-
by application form or visit motivat-
ingmiles.org for more information 
and registering.  When you sign-
up you agree to raise a minimum 
$1,000 for the foundation.  The web-
site provides more information on 
their goals and a glimpse at their 
personal journey.

Caleb can be reached at: cgins-
berg@motivatingmiles.org Sarah’s 
email: sramsay@motivatingmiles.
org

Lowe’s Heroes at PMEC

AMHERST – Each year, Lowe’s of 
Amherst and their employees em-
bark on a volunteer project called 
Lowe’s Heroes, which is designed to 
make our community a better place 
to live.  This year, Lowe’s of Amherst 
and several of their employees gen-
erously donated the supplies and la-
bor to complete a couple of projects 
that have been long overdue at the 
Peabody Mill Environmental Cen-
ter (PMEC).  

On the morning of Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22nd, a large flatbed truck 
piled high with supplies pulled up 
to the PMEC.  Roofing materials, 
screens, drywall, bathroom fix-
tures, flooring, cabinets, and more 
made their way off of the flatbed and 
into the hands of the kind Lowe’s 
employees who donated their time 
to help fix up the PMEC’s outdoor 
screened classroom and staff bath-
room.

It only took a day for the outdoor 
screened classroom to be revamped 
with a new roof and brand new 
screens.  However, the formerly di-
sastrous staff bathroom was much 
more time consuming.   Employees 
worked for several days to transform 
the bathroom into a beautiful and 
bright space with lots of new stor-
age cabinets.   

Thank you, Lowe’s and the won-
derful employees that donated their 
time to help us out - Jessica Upham, 
Kevin Rycroft, Tanya Collins, Bar-
bara Parker, Darren Michaud, Rick 
Delano, Jeff Terwilliger, Sharon Go-
tham, and Doug Haggett.   The Am-
herst Recreation Department and 
staff are thrilled to have been cho-
sen as the location of this year’s 
community project.  With these up-
dates, the outdoor classroom and 
staff bathroom will be much more 
functional.   

The Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center (PMEC) is an environmental 
and science education center which 
abuts almost 600 acres of Joe English 
conservation land.  Located at the 
end of Brook Road in Amherst, New 
Hampshire, the PMEC is directed 
by the Amherst Recreation Depart-
ment.  The mission of PMEC is to 
foster an awareness, understand-
ing and appreciation of the natural 
world, by offering environmental, 
conservation, and science programs 
to all ages.  More information on the 
PMEC can be found on our website 
at www.pmec.org or by calling 603-
673-1141 or 603-673-6248.  Addi-
tional information on Lowe’s can be 
found at www.lowes.com.  

Lowe’s Heroes:  Jessica Upham, Tanya Collins & Barbara Rockwell.

The Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library Art Exhibit for October fea-
tures Oil and Gouache paintings 
by Cheryl Z. Miller of Mont Ver-
non.  Cheryl says, “My paintings 
are about color, nature and everyday 
objects. I find inspiration from ordi-
nary things and the natural beauty 
of New England.” Her favorite me-
dium is oil and she uses an alla pri-
ma approach, where the paint is ap-
plied quickly, often showing brush 
stokes and texture. This gives her 
paintings an impressionistic feel. 
She loves color and uses it to set the 
mood of the piece. She finds paint-
ing is a great escape from stress and 
a busy life and her paintings tend to 
have peaceful themes.

 Cheryl has a BA in art his-
tory from Hope College where she 
took all the studio art classes and 
then spent her last semester on an 
interior design internship in New 
York City. Her love for the arts, inte-
rior design and fashion began with 
family trips to every historic house 

and art museum east of the Missis-
sippi River. After moving to New 
Hampshire in 1996, Cheryl took up 
quilting and still completes a few 
quilts a year. She exhibits her paint-
ings in southern New Hampshire, 
including the Amherst Fourth of 
July Art Show each year.

On Thursday, October 29th the 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary have planned a day in Rhode 
Island to see some of our country’s 
most celebrated works of art. The 
Rhode Island School of Design has a 
comprehensive museum set on the 
historic east side of Providence. It is 
composed of American Art, Europe-
an Paintings, 18th & 19th Century 
Furniture and Decorative Arts, Im-
pressionist Galleries, Flower & Still 
Life Painters, Egyptian & Ancient 
Art, Roman Sculpture, Costumes 

& Textiles, along with Art & Design 
of the 20th Century.  The public is 
welcome to attend. Cost: Adults $37, 
Seniors (62+) $34, Students $30 (in-
cludes coach, museum admission 
and driver’s gratuity).  Departing at 
8:00 a.m. from The Meeting Place 
on Rte.101 and Returning at 5:00 
p.m. Please make your check out to 
Friends of the Library and mail it to 
Janet Madigan, 37 Atherton Lane, 
Amherst, NH 03031. For more in-
formation call 673-8718.

Amherst Town Library

Introducing America To Americans:   
Documentary Photographs Of The 1930s

DIGITAL IMAGE COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMHERST, NH

School’s Out: Brick School in the Village with shutters closed. From 
Stereoscopic Views of Amherst, photographed and published by B. F. 
Foster, 1873: 4. School House and toward Mt. Vernon.

155th Anniversary of Brick School
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

This month marks the 155th anniversary of one of the signature 
buildings in our historic village, the Brick School House which was 
dedicated October 1854.

School District One (the Village) voted in May 1853 to erect a 
brick building two stories high, 60 by 40 feet, to replace two smaller 
schools in the Village, and purchased the lot in June. (For years af-
terward, District One residents had an extra line item in their taxes 
to pay for it.) The foundation stone was cut on Christian Hill and the 
bricks were made in the southern part of Town on Boston Post Road. 
This handsome edifice was designed in the then-modern Greek Re-
vival style. The building was so skillfully enlarged in 1901 that the 
brick extension to the back (north side) is seamless on the side exte-
rior wall. The porch, a 1925 addition, now hides the brick arches over 
the two front doors. 

This was just one of thirteen schools in Amherst, maintained at 
Town expense, for a total of 409 scholars in 1854. Roughly 50 of 
those students were in the High School here, having passed the en-
trance examination. Five years later, in this Brick School, there were 
56 scholars in the Primary School (none admitted under four years 
of age!) and 47 in the Intermediate School, receiving instruction for 
a 10-week Spring term and 12-week Fall term, each by a Miss earn-
ing $20 per month, including board. A male teacher earning $45 per 
month taught 41 students in the High School (none admitted under 
12 years of age!) for a 10-week Fall term and 10-week Winter term. 
The high school teacher had to give instruction in Greek and Latin, 
so far as was required for college admission. The High School accept-
ed out-of-district students for tuition of 25 cents a week. Back then, 
out-of-district meant from other parts of town, although they were 
willing to take students from out-of-town as well.

In 1854 when this school opened, school hours were 9 a.m. to noon, 
commencing again at 1, and closing at 4  p.m., from Monday through 
Saturday, except they got Saturday afternoons off. The School Com-
mittee recommended to the teachers that the reading of the Scrip-
tures at the opening exercise be followed by prayer, and that Singing 
form part of the exercises of every session. Another recommenda-
tion to teachers was that corporal punishment be avoided. Scholars 
had to furnish their own books, but in the case of destitute children 
unable to procure books, the Committee on Schools would furnish 
them as a loan.  Smoking or chewing tobacco upon the school prem-
ises was prohibited. 

The last public school classes were held here in 1967. Then Jack & 
Jill, a private kindergarten, held classes here til May 1997, when it 
closed because public kindergarten began in town the following Fall 
at Clark School.

Historic Amherst

As part of the “The Mind’s Eye” 
adult evening series at the Amherst 
Town Library this fall, Martin Fox, 
Professor of Art History at New 
Hampshire Institute of Art, will 
present the program, “Introducing 
America to Americans: Documen-
tary Photographs of the 1930s” on 
Tuesday, October 27 at 7-8:30 p.m.  
Among the most iconic images in 
American history are the documen-
tary photographs taken during the 
Great Depression by Walker Evans, 
Dorothea Lange, Russell Lee, and 
others for the Farm Security Ad-
ministration, a New Deal program.  
Roy Stryker, the organizer of this ef-
fort in documentary photography, 
expressed its goal as “introducing 
America to Americans.”  This dis-
cussion and slide presentation ex-
amines these documentary pho-
tographs and how they served to 
define the era.

Martin Fox has an M.A. from 
Stanford University and is an inde-
pendent scholar and editor as well 
as Professor of Art History at New 
Hampshire Institute of Art.  As a 
museum professional and freelance 
editor, Fox has contributed to the 
creation of catalogs, curriculum, 
and print materials for museums in-
cluding New Hampshire’s Currier 
Museum of Art, Whitney Museum 
of American Art, Dia Art Founda-

tion, the Museum of Modern Art, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the International Center of Pho-
tography, the Sterling and Francine 
Clark Art Institute, and for publish-
ers Harcourt, McGraw-Hill, and 
Yale University Press.

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

1935-36 LIbRARY OF CONGRESS

Documentary photograph taken 
during the Great Depression.
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