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“Going Public”

Taking Care of Each Other
by Peggy Silva, Dean of Faculty

 
The first column I wrote for this week was about a pep rally, a 

dance-off, and a badminton game—silly things that happened in 
school last week. And then tragedy struck the Mont Vernon com-
munity, and early on the morning of October 7th, we learned that 
two of our students had been charged with serious crimes. I want 
to let you know how our school responds to devastating incidents.

We asked our staff to meet in the theatre before school. We 
handed them a statement to read in their Advisories, and when 
the school day started at 7:30, we began our day in Advisory. We 
shared the facts we knew with our students, and told them we 
would continue to share information with them as it became avail-
able. We asked them to refrain from spreading rumors, and to turn 
off their cell phones unless they needed to check in with their par-
ents. We closed the campus for the day and asked students not to 
leave school. We asked them to take good care of themselves and 
each other today.

It is our practice to make sure that every child in our school is in 
the presence of a caring adult when we have to share difficult news, 
and that is why we first met in Advisory this morning. We stayed 
in Advisory for half an hour, and used that time to identify stu-
dents who needed further attention. Teachers accompanied those 
students to meet with a member of our counseling staff. They were 
assisted by middle school counselors and our school psychologists 
and social worker. 

After Advisory we began our school day. We know that stu-
dents need the comfort of routine, and so our classes proceeded as 
scheduled. We suspended our plan to administer state testing to 
our juniors today. The counseling staff attended classes as request-
ed by teachers, and teachers covered for colleagues who needed 
some time to process the events of the morning. The administra-
tors met to determine who needed our help.

Mostly, we all took care of each other. That was the message 
we delivered through our actions. Just as in any family, we gath-
ered, we listened, we questioned, and we honored a wide range of 
human emotions. We allowed our students to see how much the 
adults in their lives were affected by the news; after all, we had 
taught these students whose names and faces were plastered on 
the morning news. They had been in our classrooms yesterday. We 
were stunned and horrified. 

I have said before that this is work we do well. We have had too 
much experience in helping students cope with sad and devastat-
ing news of loss and death. This particular story has extended the 
boundaries of horrifying news, but we knew what to do, and we 
did it. We took care of almost 1000 kids, and we took care of each 
other. And not matter what the news of tomorrow brings, we will 
continue to demonstrate our strong community values of trust, re-
spect and courage. Last Friday we laughed together during a high 
school pep rally; today we mourned for a deep loss of innocence. 
Adolescence has many faces, and we, as teachers, join the parents 
in shepherding our students through each face our kids present 
with all the grace and dignity we can muster. We are deeply grate-
ful for your many kind words in support of our work with your 
sons and daughters.
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Making Sense
Random and senseless events are 

not the stuff of school curriculum. 
Our schools specialize in helping stu-
dents understand their world in a safe, 
predictable way, allowing children 
time to develop according to their 
skills. We offer stability and predict-
ability.

What a change it is when a sense-
less act like the murder of a mother 
in Mont Vernon entered the doors of 
our schools. All of a sudden our staff 
was called upon to make sense of this 
senseless act. While none of us could 
rationally explain what happened, we all immediately responded 
by making our students know they were safe and being cared for. 
This is what we are trained for; this is what we did well.

I want to commend the leaders and staffs of all of our schools, es-
pecially Mont Vernon and Souhegan, for the calm, thoughtful way 
they responded to this tragedy. With news swirling about them 
from various points of view, they held the tempest at bay and stood 
firm in their mission to protect and educate our youth. When 
called upon to explain the unexplainable, they appropriately de-
ferred.

Right now, perhaps the only lesson that can be learned from this 
horrendous event is that when we don’t know the answer to some-
thing, we must remain calm and, together, live the question. We 
will continue to live this question with the entire Amherst and 
Mont Vernon communities in the days ahead.

	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,	Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools

Schools

Calling All Skiers And Snowboarders!

Crotched Mountain Ski Lessons 
and Passes

The Amherst and Mont Ver-
non Schools Snowsports Club at 
Crotched Mountain is once again 
selling discounted season passes. 
The Amherst Junior Women’s Club 
sponsors the program, which in-
cludes a five-week after school pro-
gram on Thursdays at 4pm.  Last 
year our club raised over $2500, all of 
which was returned to the commu-
nity by the Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club.  Some of our local con-
tributions include two scholarships 
for graduating seniors at Souhe-
gan High School.  We also sponsor 
and contribute our time and mon-
ies to Share, the Holiday Toy Store 
and many more worthwhile chari-
ties. Buying your passes through the 
Amherst and Mont Vernon Schools 
will help us reach our goals.
•	 Proceeds	from	the	sale	of	sea-

son	passes	by	AJWC	will	be	used	
100%	to	help	fund	local	chari-
ties.

•	 A	family	pass	for	five	or	more	
people	can	only	be	purchased	
through	the	Crotched	Mountain	
Sales	office.

•	 You	can	also	buy	discounted	
passes	through	AJWC	to	
Crotched	Mountain’s	sister	
mountains:	Mount	Snow	and	At-
titash.

•	 This	is	the	best	discount	price	
you	can	receive	for	the	2009-
2010	season.	(adult	$299/	junior	
$249:	same	as	last	year!!)

•	 Discounted	pricing	will	only	be	
available	until	10/13/09.

•	 Feel	free	to	forward	this	email	on	
to	anyone	you	know.	

 All you need to do is click on 
the link below and you can buy the 
passes online.  

Passes are on sale now until 
10/13/09. www.crotchedmountain.
com/amherstschools.html 
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Joint School Amherst Recreation Summer Program a Success

For the past eight years, the Spe-
cial Services departments of Am-
herst, Mont Vernon and Souhegan 
have provided summer extended 
school year (ESY) programs within 
the district to many students with 
special education needs. This sum-
mer, the SAU partnered with the 
Amherst Recreation Department 
during the months of July and Au-
gust 2009 in an effort to meet the 
growing demands of students who 
have academic, behavioral and so-
cial needs.

ESY services are special education 
and related services (i.e. occupa-
tional, physical and/or speech ther-
apies) that are provided beyond the 
typical school year, or when school 
is not in session, and that the stu-
dent’s educational team determines 
to be necessary. (34 CFR 300.106, 
ED 1110.01).

The partnership with the Am-
herst Recreation Department, un-
der the direction of Nancy McMil-
lan and Diana Jones was a great 
success. Some of the students at-

tended the ESY academic program 
in the morning and then participat-
ed in the Summerscape Amherst 
Recreation Program for the after-
noon. Students who required inter-
ventions to assist in social skill de-
velopment were guided by the joint 
efforts of both the school district 
staff and the Amherst Recreation 
staff. In August, some students con-
tinued to focus on social skill de-
velopment while enjoying lessons 
in nature, through two weeks of in-
struction at Peabody Mills Environ-

mental Camp.
The Director of the SAU summer 

ESY program, Janet Davis, credits 
the tremendous staff of both orga-
nizations for the huge success of 
this partnership and most impor-
tantly for the benefit of the students 
who participated. Some of the mem-
bers of the staff met on September 
10th to discuss the successes of this 
venture and to recommend any im-
provements. 

Front	row	(l	to	r):	Renea	Sparks,	Alice	Giarusso,	Nancy	McMillan,	Jenny	Brion,	Barbara	Cady,	and	Janet	Davis.	Back	row:	Karen	Mayes,	Joyce	Stickney,	
Sara	Demers	and	Karin	Hopper.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 											Courtesy Photo

Souhegan Students Honored by National Merit Scholarship Program
Souhegan High School is  pleased 

to announce the 2010 Semifinalist 
and Commended students in the 
National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.  The National Merit Schol-
arship Program honors individu-
al students who show exceptional 
academic ability and potential for 
success in rigorous college stud-
ies.  Senior Michael McGrath has 
been named as a Semifinalist in this 
prestigious program.  He is among 
16,000 academically talented high 
school seniors who have an oppor-
tunity to continue in the competi-
tion for National Merit Scholar-
ships.  

Commended students named 
in the 2010 National Merit Pro-
gram are:  David Arsenault, Cam-

eron Burger, James Fiacco, Samuel 
Lowell, and Zane Pokorny.  These 
students are recognized for their 
exceptional academic promise.  Al-
though they will not continue in the 
competition for scholarships, they 
are placed among the top five per-
cent of the students who entered 
the competition by taking the 2008 
PSATs.  

The College Board has recog-
nized students at Souhegan High 
School who have earned AP Schol-
ar Awards on the basis of their out-
standing academic performance on 
the 2009 AP Exams given last May.  
The College Board recognizes sev-
eral levels of achievement based on 
students’ performance on AP Ex-
ams.  Exams are grades on scores of 

1-5.
Students qualified for the AP 

Scholar with Distinction Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 
3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and 
grades of 3 or higher on five or more 
of these exams.  These talented stu-
dents are:  Lily Amadeo, Thomas 
Brooks, David Brundage, Adam 
Hansen, and Adam Kingsley.

Nine students qualified for the AP 
Scholar with Honor Award by earn-
ing an average grade of at least 3.25 
on all AP Exams taken, and grades 
of 3 or higher on four or more of 
these exams.  These students are:  
Michael Bolton, Joseph Elich, James 
Fiacco, Kevin Goldsmith, Christo-
pher Hebert, Lisa Kellndorfer, Carly 
Kinney, Eric Parolin, and Matthew 

Schechter.
An impressive twenty-four stu-

dents qualified for the AP Scholar 
Award by completing three or more 
AP Exams with grades of 3 or high-
er.  The AP Scholars are:  Jon Aunio, 
Elyse Brown, Cameron Burger, 
John Callahan, Paul Caso, Caroline 
Concannon, Melissa Cooper, Pe-
ter Cort, Kathleen Cunis, Spencer 
Davis, Grace Delee, Leah Demar-
est, Daniel Green, Samuel Laforet, 
Matthew Laneve, Zachary Loubier, 
Samuel Lowell, Anja Nielson, Chloe 
Roane, Jil Sanchez, Angela Straccia, 
Lauren Thomas, Kevin Wons, and 
Kyle Wons.

AJWC Wilkins Family Bingo Night
Friday,	October	23	from	5:30pm	to	8pm

Sharpen your game skills and 
come to Wilkins School in Amherst 
for Family Bingo Night! The event 
will be held Friday, October 23rd 
in the school gym. Join us for Sal’s 
pizza, baked goods, drinks and priz-
es. Doors will open at 5:30pm. Food 
and drinks will be available for pur-
chase from 5:30pm to 6:15pm. Bingo 
games will run from 6:15pm to 8pm. 
Come early as seating is limited.

Kids can play for a chance to win 
nearly 100 great prizes! Bingo play is 
$6 per person and includes 8 games. 
During the evening, one SPECIAL 
Bingo game will also be called, giv-
ing kids a chance to win larger priz-
es. Special cards are optional and 
cost an additional $2 per person. 
You may also buy $1 raffle tickets for 
a chance to win a larger prize.

Special prizes include:  

•	Sharing	a	snack	and	a	story	with	school	librarian	Kathleen	McIntyre	
•	Amherst	Police	Department	tour	with	Lt.	James	Brace	
•	$25	gift	certificate	from	The	Toadstool	Bookshop	
•	WMUR	television	live	broadcast	and	weather	office	tour	with	meteo-
rologist	Josh	Judge	
•	Manicure,	courtesy	of	The	Skin	&	Body	Spa	
•	Tickets	to	a	production	of	My	Fair	Lady,	courtesy	of	the	Riverbend	
School	of	Theater	Arts	
•	Tickets	to	the	American	Girl	Fashion	Show,	courtesy	of	the	Junior	
Service	League	of	Concord	
•	Skating	passes	to	Conway	Arena.

Family Bingo Night is a biannual 
fundraiser for the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club. All proceeds from 
the event will benefit local schools 

and area non-profits. For more in-
formation please contact AJWC at 
webmaster@amherstjuniors.org.

Beard & Boyd Insurance Agency, llc
8 Main Street, Amherst, NH 03031 • 603-673-7228 • www.beardboyd.com

We invite you to shop locally
and stop by our office for a
free competitive
Quote on your
home and auto
policies.

On the Village Green www.byebyedump.com

SAVE GAS!  We come to you.  We Recycle!

PAYROLL SPECIALISTS
SERvIng LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEn YEARS

• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• Preparation of all Employer federal 

and State forms and Deposits.
Call:  603-672-1155 for more information

e-mail:  payrolls@earthlink.net
no payroll too large or too small

JOSEPH RACZEK, O.D.
G E N E R A L  O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T  L E N S E S

• New Patients Welcome
• All types of 

Frames & Lenses

• Convenient Hours
• Most Insurance 
 Accepted

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Nutrition and Your Teen
Hollis Brookline High School 

PTSA’s S-Team presents an educa-
tional workshop on “Nutrition and 
Your Teen” with nutritionist, Su-
san O’Keefe, from Nutrition in Mo-
tion, on Wednesday, October 14, at 
7 p.m., at the Hollis Brookline High 

School (HBHS), free and open to 
the public.  For any changes/can-
cellations, please check the HBHS 
website; any questions, please call 
the HBHS Main Office at 465-2269, 
ext. 6.


