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Amherst - The Am-
herst Public safety Com-
munications Center has 
implemented a new pub-
lic alert system, CodereD, 
which allows residents and 
businesses to receive time-
ly notification by phone of 
weather related disasters, 
such as evacuation notices 
or dangerous conditions in 
our community, missing 
children alerts and/or pan-
demic flu awareness, an-
nounced ems Director Bri-
an Gleason.

CodereD gives the town 
the ability to deliver pre-re-
corded emergency phone 
notifications and messag-
es to either targeted areas 
of the town or to the en-
tire community at a rate 
of up to 60,000 calls per 
hour, said Police Chief Peter 
Lyon. “The system not only 
delivers important messag-
es faster, it gives business-
es and individuals the abil-
ity to add their own phone 
numbers directly to the sys-
tem’s telephone database.”

Chief Lyon warns that the 
system is only as good as the 

telephone database support-
ing it, so it is “critical for our 
residents and businesses to 
make sure that they pro-
vide accurate contact infor-
mation or they will not be 
called. Do not assume that 
records are updated.”

It is especially critical for 
those who have moved to 
a new address or changed 
phone numbers in the past 
three months, who have 
an unlisted phone number 
or who use a cell phone as 
their main home or busi-
ness line.

residents and businesses 
can easily register any de-

sired phone numbers by 
completing a brief online 
form. to sign up, visit the 
town’s website www.Am-
herstNh.gov and click on 
the CodereD logo to reg-
ister. You can additional-
ly register via the Amherst 
Police Department website 
www.AmherstPolice.com 
and click on the “CodereD” 
link.  Other information on 
that page further describes 
the program and how it 
works.

Those without website 
access can contact the Am-
herst Communications 
Center at 673-4900 from 8 
am-5 pm on monday-Friday 
to provide their information 
by phone.

“It is important to pro-
vide your street address, not 
a post office box, because 
the system is based on no-
tifying people by geograph-
ic location. Cells phones 
can be on the list, but have 
to be linked to a street ad-
dress,” Lyon said.  residents 
are encouraged to add “Co-
dereD” to your list of cell 
number contacts to imme-

diately draw attention to the 
incoming emergency call.  
By programming 866-419-
5000 as “CodereD” in your 
contact data, the incoming 
alert message will be identi-
fied reducing the possibility 
of being ignored as an un-
known caller.

he added that it is im-
portant for people to know 
that the town is not liable 
for situations where Co-
dereD is unable to notify 
people on the call list. This 
can happen for a number 
of reasons, such as dam-
aged phone lines, busy sig-
nals, lack of voice mail and 
potential glitches in the Co-
dereD system.

The CodereD system 
will not be used for any 
non-emergency situations, 
said Lyon. “We want people 
to know that there are strict 
policies on the types of sit-
uations that will trigger an 
alert through CodereD.”

Lyon added that “we do 
have a way for people to opt 
out of being called, but it is 

Amherst – Through all the turmoil 
of the past few weeks an event that might 
seem small to many took place at a youth 
home football game for the Amherst Patri-
ots.  mike Baum, an assistant coach for the 
Patriots Pee Wee football team was honored 
today when the games played at Wilkins el-
ementary were dedicated to him.  The players 
entered the field carrying the American Flag 
in his honor.

mike is a member of Army reserve and is 
being deployed to Afghanistan in January of 
this year.  monday October 12, 2009 he will 
leave to begin his training.  he will be de-
ployed for a total of 18 months.  

With all the bad news this community has 
received over the past few weeks  it is nice to 
have a heartwarming story of a youth foot-
ball team honoring one of its coaches who 
will be fighting for our country.  

As with anyone who is deployed, our 
thoughts and prayers go out to mike and his 
family.  We wish him well as he deploys and 
look forward to his safe return after he has 
completed his duty.

By Jordan Billingsley, 
Trevor Brown and Drew 

Prescott 

Did you know that mr. 
Dodge, Amherst middle 
school’s principal, is a high-
ly skilled martial artist who 
trained with the master of 
today’s mixed martial arts, 
Jim Arvanitis?  Principal 
Dodge has been training in 
the art of mu tau for nearly 
thirty years with a selected 
few. Although he no lon-
ger competes, he still trains 
daily in his personal gym. 

recently, we interviewed 
mr. Dodge because of his 
upcoming Black Belt mag-
azine photo shoot. During 
the week of October 26, he 
will be in California par-
ticipating in this once in a 
lifetime experience with his 
long time friend and teach-
er, Jim Arvanitis.  mr. Arva-
nitis is being featured in the 
magazine, and he asked mr. 
Dodge to assist him in the 
demonstrations.  For many 
years mr. Dodge trained 
along side extremely tal-
ented martial artists. he 
earned the position of being 
in the advanced group of 
training and competing. In 

an age with no weight class-
es, our principal matched 
and beat many competitors 
who outweighed him. 

For our many curious 
readers, Jim Arvanitis is 
a highly skilled and lethal 
combat fighter. he devel-
oped the art of mu tau in 
the 1960’s, which in Greek 
means all powers or forces.  
Believe it or not, it was mr. 
Dodge’s best friend who in-
troduced him to Jim Arva-
nitis.  In 1978, our principal 
asked if he could train with 
them and learn this new 
form of martial arts.  Upon 
his acceptance, his incred-
ible love for the sport began 
and a new friendship with 
Jim Arvanitis, who today is 
a member of the Black Belt 
hall of Fame.

This martial art was 
“against the grain” accord-
ing to mr. Dodge. It was un-
conventional compared to 
many other classical mar-
tial arts. Instead, mu tau 
contained moves that re-
quired both standing and 
on the ground maneuvers. 
“Anything was legal,” mr. 
Dodge noted.  Kicking in 
the groin, eye gouging, bit-
ing, and hitting the side of 

the knee were the select few 
moves that were prohibited. 
As you can see, mu tau was 
a dangerous sport. Over the 
years, mu tau changed from 
the Greek fighting art of the 
spartans into the American 
form known as Pankration. 
Through time Pankration 
evolved into modern day 
mixed martial arts. The de-
velopment of this form of 
martial arts is due to the 

hard work of Jim Arvanitis. 
We wish mr. Dodge well 

in the Black Belt magazine 
interview. The students at 
Amherst middle school are 
excited to read the article in 
the upcoming edition and 
expect to see many copies 
throughout our library and 
in the main office.  Who 
knows, maybe mr. Dodge 
will come back and show us 
a mu tau move. 
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Halloween Candy Collection
Amherst Girl Scout Troop 22433 is collecting 

and distributing Halloween Candy donations to 
the residents of the Amherst Village for Hallow-
een Trick or Treating.  Please drop off your dona-
tions at the Amherst Library, Moultons Market, 
Clark School and Wilkins School. Thank you for 
your support in making this a wonderful commu-
nity event. 

Halloween in Amherst
Amherst Village celebrates Halloween on Sat-

urday, October 31st from 6 to 8 p.m. No need to 
cook, as dinner will be available as in years’ past 
courtesy of Amherst Boy Scout Troop #613 from 
5 to 8 p.m.

The boy scouts will be serving delicious hot-
dogs and steaming bowls of chili at our Annual 
Halloween Night Hotdog and Chili Booth Fund-
raiser.

We will be located on the village green across 
from Moulton’s, and will also have hot choco-
late, apple cider, coffee, soft drinks and water.  
So please join us for great food and a refreshing 
beverage!

DAR Meeting
The Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter, D.A.R. will 

meet at noon on Monday, November 2nd, at the 
home of Mrs. Robert Treadwell, 133 Amherst 
St. Amherst.  Following luncheon Carolyn Quinn 
will speak on the 250th Amherst Anniversary 
celebration.  Members are reminded to bring an 
item for the Silent Auction.  For further informa-
tion please call 673-7190.”

Newcomers Club Monthly 
Meeting

The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club meets 
at “Cassidy’s Grille” second Thursday of each 
month. They are located at #25 Route 101A in 
Amherst. For further information, call Helen J 
Urtamo at 672-6122 or Gail Beers 673-9544 or 
visit our website www.nhnewcomers.com

AMHERST REPUBLICANS
Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, November 7, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

Our guest speaker will be former Republican 
gubernatorial nominee and prospective US Sen-
ate candidate Ovide Lamontagne. Read about 
Mr. Lamontagne at www.discoverovide.com 
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Amherst Patriots Honor Mike Baum As He Is Deployed
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New Emergency Notification System

November Art Exhibit

Amherst Middle School Principal’s Hidden Talent

Bike Ride Raises Funds 
For a Good Cause

Amherst – mike mur-
phy of Amherst organized a 
bike ride to raise funds for 
Drew D’Auteuil, a 10 year 
old Amherst resident suf-
fering with the rare blood 
disorder, Aplastic Anemia.  

After a few weather post-
ponements the race was 
held on saturday, October 3 
with 27 riders.  They biked 
150 miles through south-
western New hampshire 
raising funds and aware-
ness for the cause.  raffle 

prizes were donated by local 
businesses.  “The response 
I received from riders and 
local businesses for ‘Drew’s 
ride’ was awesome. We had 
riders from as far away as 
rhode Island and Connect-
icut join the event. It is in-
credible what people will 
do when presented with an 
opportunity to make a dif-
ference,” said mike murphy, 
ride organizer.  

The ride raised $2,055 for 
the cause.

COURTeSy PHOTO

Motorcycles outside Moulton’s Market, prepare to ride and 
raise funds for Amherst youngster, Drew D’Auteuil.

Reverie on a Stream in Hancock, NH by Vinoy Laughner.

Amherst – The Friends 
of the Amherst Library is 
sponsoring the art work of 
Vinoy Laughner  during the 
month of November. The 
public is welcome to view 
Vinoy’s unique drawings 
and paintings at the Am-
herst Library.

Vinoy paints landscapes 
and imaginative pictures 
in oils along with works of 
mixed media. his paintings 
are usually landscapes of 
southwestern New hamp-
shire and the tampa Bay 
area of Florida. his draw-
ings in pen and ink are de-
tailed intimate studies of 
nature.   “I survived a col-
lege degree in art and stud-
ied painting with several 
traditional oil painters who 
are descendants of the Bos-
ton school. much of what 
I learned about the craft of 

oil painting, I learned years 
ago from a friend, richard 
Whitney. I have been draw-
ing since I was a child, and 
fell in love with pen and 
ink in my teens. In paint-
ing, I am primarily inter-
ested in light, color, and 
design in nature; my draw-
ings are usually imagina-
tive images exploring the 
contrast of black and white, 
and the subtlety of shad-
ing developed with labori-
ous cross-hatching. I have 
always thought of drawing 
and painting as really just 
a way of being myself. It’s a 
means of interacting with 
my thoughts and the world 
around me. I guess I could 
not not do art. I hope I don’t 
fit neatly in a category, and I 
believe that, if  nothing else, 
artwork should be an hon-
est reflection of the artist.”

Amherst Town Library

Halloween	 2009
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Town of Amherst 2009 Tax Rate Set
Amherst – The town 

of Amherst has received the 
2009 tax rate as set by the 
New hampshire Depart-
ment of revenue Admin-
istration.  The tax rate will 
be $20.19 per thousand dol-
lars of assessed value, an in-
crease of approximately sev-
en tenths (0.7%) of a percent 
from last year.  The increase 
will result in a tax increase 
of $39 on a home assessed 
at $300,000, $65 on a home 

assessed at $500,000, and 
$97.50 on a home assessed 
at $750,000.  The town por-
tion of the tax rate increased 
to $3.38 from last year’s rate 
of $3.04.  The town portion 
of the tax rate accounts for 
approximately 16.7% of the 
total town tax rate, with lo-
cal schools, hillsborough 
County, and state school 
funding making up the 

Continued on page 4  uContinued on page 6 u

Front, Jordan Billingsley, 8th grade AMS student, back row, 
Porter Dodge, AMS Principal, Drew Prescott, and Trevor 
Brown, 8th grade AMS students.

Amherst Patriots football team holds a banner 
in honor of assistant coach, Mike Baum.


