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NASHUA – Kick off the 2009—
2010 concert season with the 
Nashua Chamber Orchestra and 
maestro David Feltner in their 
all-star opener on Saturday, No-
vember 14, at the Nashua Senior 
Center, 70 Temple Street, 8:00 
PM, and Sunday, November 15, at 
Milford Town Hall on the oval, at 
3:00 PM.  The program includes 
works by two living composers, 
Gandolfi and Rautavaara, along 
with favorites by Beethoven, 
Honegger and Schubert. High-
lighting the “Windswept” theme 
of this concert, bassoonist Greg-
ory Newton is the featured art-
ist in the vivacious Bassoon Con-
certo by Boston area composer, 
Michael Gandolfi.  Tickets ($15 
adult, $13 senior and $8 stu-
dent) are available at the door, 
or in advance at Darrell’s Mu-
sic Hall in Nashua and the 
Toadstool Bookstore in Mil-
ford’s Lorden Plaza.  

Setting the stage is the 
rousing program opener, 
Beethoven’s Overture to King 
Stephen, Op. 117 (1812).  It 
was written for the theatre 
production of King Stephen, 
which recounts the tale of this 
Hungarian national hero who 
was crowned king in the year 
1000, and who later convert-
ed his people to Christianity.  
Brimming with restless ener-
gy, the Overture sets a brisk 
pace punctuated by dynamic 
contrasts and the compelling 
rhythmic drive so character-
istic of Beethoven’s musical 
idiom.  Beethoven incorporates 
elements of Hungarian folk mu-
sic, specifically in the prominent, 
syncopated rhythmic figure (TA 
taaa, ta TA), imitating the rhythm 
of the Hungarian language in 
which every word is accented on 
the first syllable.

Presenting a stark contrast in 
mood, La Pastorale d’ete (Sum-
mer Pastorale, 1920) is a tranquil, 
dreamy composition by Swiss 
composer Arthur Honegger 
(1892—1955). It was inspired by 
his summer vacation in Wengen, 

a beautiful Swiss town nestled at 
the base of the Jungfrau.  Com-
posed in A-B-A form, the piece 
opens with a serene theme played 
by the French horn and taken up 
by the strings in canon.  The con-
trasting B section picks up the 
tempo, introducing two themes 
paying homage to Beethoven’s 
Pastorale Symphony. The con-
cluding section brings back the 
opening melody, artfully juxta-
posing it with the themes from 
the middle section.  La Pastorale 
d’ete garnered the Prix Verley at 
its first performance in 1921.

Melrose native Michael Gan-
dolfi (b. 1956) is a “Renaissance 
Man” whose achievements and 
awards, too numerous to list here, 

are fueled by his endless curiosi-
ty.  The product of a musical fam-
ily, he developed improvisational 
skills at age eight as a self-taught 
guitarist, before beginning formal 
composition studies in his early 
teens. His music frequently draws 
inspiration from other disciplines 
such as science, visual arts and 
theatre.  His interest in jazz is evi-
dent in the Concerto for Bassoon 
and Orchestra (2007).  Relishing 
a challenge, he composed this 
piece in three weeks during the 
fall of 2007.  Replete with catchy 

motifs and syncopated rhythms, 
the Concerto sets up a dynam-
ic dialogue between orchestra 
and soloist, in a variety of tonali-
ties and moods.  Bassoon soloist 
Gregory Newton is one of New 
England’s most active musicians 
in orchestral and chamber mu-
sic, performing under the baton 
of such prominent conductors as 
Keith Lockhart, John Williams 
and Harry Ellis Dickson. His fac-
ile virtuosity showcases the col-
ors and agility of his instrument 
in this swinging concerto.

The Fiddlers (“Pelimannit”), op. 
1, is a 1952 work by Einojuhani 
Rautavaara (b. 1928), the leading 
Finnish composer of his genera-
tion and one of the most notable 
after Sibelius.  In a musical idiom 
ranging from serialism to Roman-
ticism, his compositions span a 
variety of genres, including sym-
phonies, concertos and operas.  
The Fiddlers was originally writ-
ten for piano, and subsequently 
reworked by the composer into 
a suite for strings.  It is based on 
folk melodies from Ostrobothnia, 
the region of northwest Finland 
from which Rautavaara’s family 
comes. Each of these five short 
vignettes spins a unique mood, 
exploiting tonal and modal ele-

ments, lush melodic and harmon-
ic textures, haunting, repeated 
figures and dramatic contrasts to 
create its own compelling, micro-
cosmic world.

Franz Schubert (1797—1828) 
wrote his Symphony No. 5 in Bb 
Major, D. 485, in the fall of 1816, 
at the tender age of nineteen. 
Containing all the lyrical, melod-
ic elements characteristic of his 
more than six hundred songs, it 
is at the same time reminiscent 
of Mozart, to whom it pays trib-
ute.  Premiered by an amateur 
orchestra in the year it was writ-
ten, the symphony languished in 
oblivion for some fifty years until 
it was rediscovered in 1867 by Sir 
Arthur Sullivan and Sir George 
Grove on a pilgrimage to Vienna, 
undertaken specifically to ferret 
out forgotten Schubertian gems.  
Displaying Schubert’s genius in 
its vitality, exuberance, drama 
and lyricism, the Fifth Symphony 
hearkens back to classical Mozart 
while beckoning to dawning Ro-
manticism with its lilting grace.  
The scope of Schubert’s prodi-
gious legacy and the poignancy 
of his heartbreakingly brief thir-
ty-one years leave one wondering 
what might have been.
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Individual solutions from independent advisors

Michael J. Kertyzak
Wealth Management Consultant

Securities and investment advisory services offered through

20 Trafalgar Square, suite 430
Nashua, NH 03063
603-589-4030
www.Raymondjames.com/tip
Mike.Kertyzak@Raymondjames.com

Holiday Open House
Please Join Us!

Saturday & Sunday
November 7 & 8, 10AM–5PM
Sales, Raffles, Food!
Special: Kitty Angels, 
Hoynacki Kettle Korn 
and CM PHOTO will be on site!

Treasures Antiques,
Collectables & MORE!
106 Route 122, Amherst • 672-2535 • www.treasuresnh.com

Our Winter Collections 
are Cuter & Warmer 

than ever!

603-673-5381     
On the Oval Milford NH   

www.storkorganicbaby.com 

Time 
for an 
outfit 
your child 
will love?

Organic Baby Boutique

Always Open To The Public

Tiebreakers
Family Grille
at Hampshire Hills

Guest CheckTable GUeSTS SeRVeR 2009-01Tiebreakers Steak Tips   $13.95Pesto Chicken     $12.95Half Off      -$6.48
Kid’s Meal      $6.95Free Kid’s Meal     $0

Total for a family of Four:         $27.38

Tuesday Meal Deals
BUY
any menu item 
and

GET
another of equal 
or lesser value at 

HALF PRICE!
*Dine In Only

Buy One 
Kid’s Meal 

and
Get One 

for FREE!

673.7123
hampshirehills.com
50 Emerson Road
Milford, NH

SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE
COUNSELING CENTER

Individual and group counseling for adults and 
adolescents who are struggling to manage life 

stressors at work, home or school

Diana Fenton, MA, LCMHC, CGP
DiAnne Proctor, MS, LCMHC, CGP

Individual and Group Psychotherapists
(603) 578-3820

Located at 60 Main Street, Suite 210, Nashua, NH 03060

(See our article on page 15)

“Finding the 
Balance”

Nashua Chamber Orchestra November 
14 & 15 Concerts

Ken Harvey - October Artist at Canal Art & Framing
For the month of October, the photography of NH resident, Ken 
Harvey will be on display at Canal Art and Framing, 1 Water Street, 
Nashua.  Mr. Harvey’s range of photographic subjects reflects his 
40+ years of experience behind the lens.  Prints in color and in 
monochrome include landscapes, florals, action photos, and even 
a bit of humor.  A new 5-foot-long image shows a local orchard 
progressing from snow in January, through the seasons, and back 
to snow.

Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus Joined By Children’s Chorus at 2009 Premiere 

NASHUA – On Saturday, November 21, the Nashua Symphony Orches-
tra & Chorus will present the Nashua premiere of John Rutter’s Mass of the 
Children as part of its “Awake, my soul” concert.

The program, which also includes Tchaikovsky’s stirring Serenade for 
Strings, begins at 8 pm in Nashua’s Keefe Memorial Auditorium. Jonathan 
McPhee, the NSA’s Music Director and Principal Conductor, and Diane 
Cushing, Director of Choral Activities, will share conducting duties for the 
evening. The concert is sponsored by Crowne Plaza, Nashua. 

For the performance of Rutter’s Mass, the orchestra and chorus welcome 
SCORE, an accomplished children’s chorus based at Nashua’s Birch Hill 

Elementary School, under 
the direction of Deb Knee-
land. “The last time SCORE 
joined the Symphony Cho-
rus was in the spring of 
2006 for two performanc-
es of Carl Orff’s Carmina 
Burana,” notes NSA Execu-
tive Director Eric Valliere. 
“They were wonderful then, 
and I expect their youthful 
energy and considerable tal-
ent will bring an extra level 
of excitement to this con-
cert,” he added. 

The British composer 
– well known to American 
choruses for his many audi-
ence-friendly works in that 
medium – had his reasons 

for including the voices of young people. “The effect of combining chil-
dren’s and adults’ voices is unique, and I wanted to write a work that would 
bring them together in a joyful context,” explains Rutter. “I had never writ-
ten a Mass, and it seemed to me a perfect opportunity to interweave texts 
and music coming from the different perspectives of children and adults.” 

In addition to the children’s and adult choruses, Rutter’s score calls for 
two vocal soloists, and the NSA has engaged soprano Noune Karapetian 
and baritone Jimi James. Both may be familiar to New Hampshire audienc-
es; James and Karapetian last sang together as Germont and Violetta in the 

Granite State Opera production of La Traviata in November of 2008. 
Upon completing his Serenade for Strings, Tchaikovsky wrote his pub-

lisher: “I am violently in love with this work and cannot wait for it to be 
played.” The first public performance, however, took place nearly a year lat-
er in St. Petersburg to an enthusiastic response, with listeners carried along 
through beautiful melodies and the rich luxurious sounds of the string or-
chestra. “It’s one of my very favorite works,” exclaims NSO Music Director 
Jonathan McPhee, “and I’m delighted to have the opportunity to share it 
with our New Hampshire audience.” 

WHEN: Saturday, November 21, at 8:00 p.m. 

WHAT: AWAKE, MY SOUL! 
 Birch Hill SCORE, children’s chorus 
 RUTTER Mass of the Children 
 TCHAIKOVSKY Serenade for Strings 

WHERE: Keefe Memorial Auditorium, 117 Elm Street,   
 Nashua New Hampshire      
Ticket Information: 

Tickets, priced from $10 to $47 (free for veterans), are available at the 
Nashua Symphony Box Office, 6 Church St., can be charged to major credit 
cards by calling 603.595.9156 or can be purchased online by visiting the 
NSA website, www.nashuasymphony.org. Discounts for seniors and groups 
are available. Request a season brochure online, by phone, or via email to 
NSO@NashuaSymphony.org

The appearance of Ms. Karapetian and Mr. James is made possible by the 
generous support of Hesser College and Triangle Credit Union.

Jonathan McPhee Music  
Director & Principal Conductor 

Diane Cushing Director of 
Choral Activities

Noune Karapetian, sopranoJimi James, baritone

Composer, Michael Gandolfi

Bassoonist Gregory Newton
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