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Community Learning Lessons
The tragedy that struck our schools 

and communities continues to rever-
berate throughout our daily lives as 
we all struggle to make sense of it. 
There have been many settings, small 
and large, where we have grappled 
with this crisis. The Crisis Informa-
tion Sessions at Mont Vernon and at 
Souhegan were two places where time 
was provided for those who attended 
to share their feelings and their hopes 
for the future. At both meetings, it 
was inspiring to hear the voices of 
hope and positive intent. Without 
these voices, we could not go forward.

Paul Deignan, of the New Hampshire Disaster Behavioral Health 
Response Team (NH DBHRT) spoke at both of these sessions. 
Paul works for the Homeland Security Emergency Management 
(HSEM) and has had considerable experience with crisis from stu-
dent suicides and Hurricane Katrina, to the aftermath of 9/11. He 
told us that we must listen carefully to each other and take time to 
make ourselves whole before acting. That without proper care of 
ourselves, we would not be of use to others. He said that we must 
“share the pain, and share the solutions”.

With this advice in mind, SAU#39 is accessing Federal grant 
funding to provide consulting for our schools and community. Us-
ing the skills of experienced outside consultants, community lead-
ers will create a Recovery Plan that will help heal us and make us 
even better in the long term. This crisis is an opportunity for us to 
examine the priorities we hold for ourselves individually and col-
lectively.

Everyone wants to do something that matters. From baking 
cookies for a parent forum, making pumpkins for Mont Vernon 
Village School students, to reviewing security plans for school 
buildings, we all have a role to play. If we can’t find that role, we’ll 
become frustrated and perhaps even behave negatively. Please work 
with the community leaders that will become part of the solution 
in creating a Recovery Plan. Assume good intent, listen carefully, 
respond with patience, and above all, care for one another.

As Paul said, usually in school there is a lesson and then a 
test. In a crisis, there is the test, and then the lesson. We are now 
in the process of learning the lesson.	 	 	

    

	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,	Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools

“Going Public”

Star-Gazing, Harvard Style
by Peggy Silva, Dean of Faculty

 
Physics teachers Bob Rotier and Nathan Carle participated in 

unique summer research opportunity sponsored by the Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics (HSCA). “Exploring the Fron-
tiers of Science with Online Telescopes,” funded by the Nation-
al Science Foundation (NSF), is a collaboration between Harvard 
University, the Smithsonian, and NASA. Participants are charged 
with developing pilot materials for students to be able to search 
for and identify extra-solar planets. According to Project Manager 
for the HSCA and former Souhegan science teacher, Ruth Krum-
hansl, “Students will use the MicroObservatory, a system of robot-
ically-controlled telescopes, to analyze images of distant star sys-
tems, searching for changes in the light caused by orbiting planets. 
They will also use computer models to interpret the light signals 
we might some day receive from an earth-like planet.” Krumhansl 
said that the information generated might reveal if these planets 
have water, ice, continents, plant life, and/or oxygen.” These ques-
tions are of the utmost importance to the scientific community. 

The outcome of this project will be to develop and evaluate an 
investigation during which physics students will use this technol-
ogy in their own classroms. Students will learn how to gather, dis-
play, and interpret data and contribute their results to an online 
journal linked to other data sources. This project will also align 
with the National Science Education Standards.

Bob Rotier was excited as he recounted his experience. “Partici-
pants worked with six staff members from the HSCA, along with 
two astronomers. We didn’t realize initially that our task was to de-
fine the skills and resources that teachers would need to teach this 
new curriculum. We thought we would be test-driving the result 
of their work, and discovered that the vehicle had yet to be built. 
The participants in this program were vital in helping to frame the 
work for teachers.”

For Nathan Carle, the fascination was “that so much informa-
tion could be gained by looking at a pixel of light. We became stu-
dents ourselves as we studied the brightness of the star to approxi-
mate its distance from Earth, found a planet, determined the size, 
length of a year for the planet, and the distance between the planet 
and the star and more. Combined with other data we determined 
the density of the planet—all from looking at the brightness of a 
star over the course of a night. This is the authentic work of as-
tronomers. By recording and sharing their data with others in the 
scientific community, our students will be true members of the sci-
entific community.”

Nathan and Bob spent their days working as students collect-
ing data, analyzing and discussing their findings. Nathan says, “As 
far as we know, we are the first group of teachers to detect a planet 
around a distant star. Astronomers knew that there was a planet 
there, but we were able to provide solid evidence of the planet’s ex-
istence.”

Bob noted the unique opportunity to work with other teachers. 
“Nathan and I worked alongside teachers from both rural and ur-
ban schools, from New Mexico, South Carolina, Chicago, Los An-
geles, and Boston. The teachers taught middle school science, high 
school physical science, physics, and astronomy. This created an 
opportunity to share experiences and our unique situations. The 
curriculum we developed will be better and be able to reach more 
students because of the diversity of the teachers in attendance. The 
time we spent together helped bond us as a team, committed to 
our students’ success.”     

Bob and Nathan will continue developing this curriculum as 
participants in this project. They are grateful to have been invited 
to participate in the earliest stages of this revolutionary opportu-
nity.

Children in Distress Forum
Hollis Brookline High School PTSA’s S-Team is sponsoring a 

free/open to the public  educational workshop on “Children in Dis-
tress:  Mood Imbalances in Our Teens” to be presented by Gail 
Vanark, MSN, FNP-BC, from the Center for Preventative Medi-
cine of Amherst, NH, on Wednesday, November 4, at 7 p.m., at the 
Hollis Brookline High School, Room 221.  For more information, 
or any changes/cancellations, please check the HBHS school web-
site; or call the HBHS Main Office at 465-2269, ext. 6.

Students in the News

Destination ImagiNation Season Begins

Courtesy Photo

L to R): Cameron Waites, Ayanna Anene, Teresa Koster (Division President, 
Gallagher Koster), Jester Galiza, Meghan Barowski, and Joshua Myers.

Gallagher Koster Honors Winners 
of Health Careers Scholarships

On Thursday, September 24th, 
Gallagher Koster (a division of Ar-
thur J. Gallagher Risk Management 
Services, Inc.) honored the five win-
ners of the 2009 Health Careers 
Scholarship Program at a dinner 
event in Boston. 

Open to students entering their 
junior and senior year of undergrad-
uate study, the scholarship program 
continues to grow in both the num-
ber of scholarships offered each year 
and the amount of each scholarship. 
Each scholarship recipient is se-
lected by the Scholarship Program 
Board of Directors based on their 
demonstration of the program stan-
dards, which include: a strong moti-
vation to pursue a healthcare career, 
academic excellence, a dedication 
to community service, and a need 
for financial support of their educa-
tion. Information about Scholarship 
Program eligibility and enrollment 
is available on the Gallagher Koster 
website at www.gallagherkoster.
com. 

Each of the five winners for 2009 
will receive $5,000 towards their 
2009-2010 academic expenses. This 

year’s winners include: 

• AYANNA ANENE, a Healthcare 
Management & Policy Major in 
her junior year at The University 
of Pennsylvania Wharton School 
(West Bloomfield, MI)

• MEGHAN BAROWSKI, a Nursing 
Major in her junior year at Vil-
lanova University (Amherst, NH)

• JESTER GALIZA, a Biology Major 
in his junior year at Dartmouth 
College (Ewa Beach, HI).

• JOSHUA MYERS, a Biology Major 
in his junior year at The College 
of Idaho (Wilder, ID). 

• CAMERON WAITES, a Health 
Sciences Major in his junior year 
at University of Michigan-Flint 
(Mount Morris, MI) 

All of the winners were brought 
to Boston to celebrate their achieve-
ments with the Scholarship Board 
of Directors along with Gallagher 
Koster staff, clients and business 
partners, during an event at the 
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel in 
Boston. 

PIV Celebrates Fall Fun Night

Over 60 local families joined to-
gether on Wednesday evening, Oc-
tober 14, 2009 to celebrate fall and 
dedicate the newly renovated play-
ground at the Preschool in the Vil-
lage (PIV). The school hosted the fall 
fun event to thank families for their 
contributions and to foster commu-
nity connections. During the eve-
ning, the children played together 
on the updated playground, pressed 
cider, munched popcorn, made 

scarecrows, enjoyed parachute play, 
and cheered as the playground was 
dedicated. Parents also had a great 
chance to connect with each other 
and with PIV staff members. 

The PIV currently serves about 
90 children and has been teaching 
the preschoolers of Amherst and 
the surrounding communities since 
1995. If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the PIV, please call 
672-3168 for more information. 

Annie Bermingham and Evelyn Gillespie grinning while Stratton Smith 
pushes a toy truck at the PIV playground dedication.

Seniors at The Derryfield 
School Earn Academic Recog-
nition

MANCHESTER – Head of School 
Craig N. Sellers is pleased to an-
nounce that the following Derryfield 
seniors from Amherst have been in-
ducted into the National Honor So-
ciety: Ellie Kaufman, daughter of 
Gary and Christine Kaufman, and 
Matthew Porat, son of Tom and 
Detta Porat. The National Honor 
Society recognizes those students 
who, through their scholarship, 
service, leadership, and character, 
have contributed to their school and 
community.

In addition, Elise Shattuck, daugh-
ter of Douglas and Anne Shattuck of 
Amherst, received a Letter of Com-
mendation from the National Mer-
it Scholarship Program. A Letter of 
Commendation is awarded to those 
students who score in the top 3.3% 
of all students who took the Pre-
liminary SAT in their junior year 
(50,000 out of 1.5 million students 
nationally).
Two Amherst students named 
National Merit Semifinalists

Bishop Guertin Senior Sam Pe-
tersen and Deerfield Academy Se-
nior Andrew Harris have been 
named as semifinalists in the pres-
tigious National Merit Scholarship 
Program. The National Merit Schol-
arship Program honors individu-
al students who show exceptional 
academic ability and potential for 
success in rigorous college studies. 
They are among 16,000 academical-
ly talented high school seniors who 
have an opportunity to continue in 

the competition for National Merit 
Scholarships. Harris is expected to 
pursue an undergraduate degree in 
pre-med, while Petersen is planning 
to major in Engineering.
Local residents named Resi-
dent   Assistants at 
Saint Michael’s College

The following local student were 
selected for the 2009-2010 academic 
year as Resident Assistants for the 
Office of Student Life at Saint Mi-
chael’s College, a liberal arts resi-
dential Catholic college located in 
the Burlington area of Vermont, 
arguably the best college town in 
America.

Roisin Verney, daughter of Ed-
ward and Rose Verney of Amherst 
is a junior, English literature major. 
Verney graduated from Souhegan 
High School before coming to Saint 
Michael’s.  Resident assistants are 
selected from the entire Saint Mi-
chael’s undergraduate student pop-
ulation on the basis of faculty and 
staff recommendations. 
Rachel Burger is Agnes Scott 
College Award Winner

Rachel Burger of Amherst was 
awarded the Dana Scholarship for 
the 2009-2010 academic year. Ag-
nes Scott College, founded in 1889, 
is an independent national liberal 
arts and sciences college for wom-
en in Decatur, Ga.  Charles A. Dana 
Scholars are selected primarily on 
the basis of academic achievement 
and demonstrated leadership in col-
lege activities.  Burger is the daugh-
ter of Eric Burger and Deborah 
Spear.

Does your child create zany inven-
tions? Are they always putting on 
plays? Is your kitchen full of science 
experiments? Destination ImagiNa-
tion gives kids a creative outlet for 
all of these things and more! DI is an 
internationally acclaimed program 
for students from kindergarten 
through college, with over 100,000 
participants every year in the U.S. 
and more than 30 other countries.

Students work in small teams 
for several months to solve a Team 
Challenge in an imaginative and 
entertaining manner. Challenges 
include both artistic and technical 
elements, and the end result is part 
performance, part science project, 
and part sporting event.

Adults are not allowed to help, ex-
cept for teaching basic skills. Each 
team must design and build all of 

their own costumes and props, and 
write their own story.

The teams present their solutions 
to the Team Challenge at regional 
tournaments in March. The highest 
scoring teams advance to state and 
international tournaments.

Students don’t have to be gifted 
or talented to join a team. If you 
think your child might enjoy being 
a member of a DI team from one of 
the Amherst schools, please come 
to the informational meeting that 
will be held in the Wilkins School 
library on Monday, November 9 at 
7:00 pm.

If you can’t make it to the meet-
ing, but want to know more about 
Destination ImagiNation, contact 
Craig Richardson at 673-7299 or 
craig.richardson@yahoo.com.

Teachers Become Students at RSEC
AMHERST– Twenty-three 

teachers and staff from Re-
gional Services and Education 
Center, Inc.’s (RSEC) kicked 
off the 2009-2010 school year 
as students when they par-
ticipated in lifeguard training 
the last week of August.  Ter-
rence Reed, science teacher at 
The Summit School, also re-
ceived certification as a Life-
guard Training instructor.  
All three RSEC schools, The 
RSEC Academy, The Summit 
School and Longview School, 
utilize many water-based ac-
tivities as part of their Ad-
venture-Based Counseling 
(ABC) programs. 

“We are firm believers in 
safety first in all of our pro-
grams at RSEC,” said Judy 
Koch, Executive Director at 
RSEC.  “Much of our teach-
ing philosophy involves an 
adventure-based curriculum 
that has students and teach-
ers taking their classrooms 
into the great outdoors.  From kaya-
king down the Saco River in Maine 
to camping and hiking in the White 
Mountains, water is involved.  Life-
guard certification for our teachers 
is one more way we can be prepared 
while encouraging our students to 
seek new challenges,” continues 
Koch.

The training program was offered 
through Swim NH, LLC in Con-

cord, NH  who provides  (or provid-
ed) American Red Cross certified 
instructors.  RSEC’s teachers and 
staff trained for two days in the pool 
at the Gunstock Inn, one morning 
at Baboosic Lake, one afternoon at 
The RSEC Academy, and one day at 
The Longview School for classroom 
instruction that included CPR/First 
Aid for the Professional Rescuer, au-
tomated external defibrillator (AED) 
skills, and basic first aid.

Teaching the Teachers.  Gretchen Wood-
man, art teacher at the Longview School 
practices her water rescue techniques on 
Bill Werner, social studies teacher at The 
RSEC Academy during a recent lifesaving 
class to help teachers prepare for RSEC’s 
Adventure-Based Counseling curriculum. 

Amherst PTA To Host Annual 
Family Science Day

Saturday, November 7th the caf-
eteria at Wilkins School will be 
transformed into a flurry of scientif-
ic activity as students, kindergarten 
through grade 4, attend this year’s 
Family Science Day.

The theme for this year’s event 
is Hands-On Health!  Students 
and their parents will learn about 
germs, nutritious eating, and strong, 
healthy bodies.  There will be more 
than 20 new stations.  Watch imagi-
nations take off as students experi-
ence using the five senses, and how 
to have fun keeping clean!  Finally, 

children will be able to fly like an ea-
gle on the Flight Simulator, brought 
back to Science Day by popular de-
mand!

No registration necessary.  An 
adult must accompany each student.  
Students in any grade (K-4th grade) 
can attend either the 10 am-12 noon 
session or the 1 pm-3 pm session.

Please contact Jane Sodders at 
672-7882 for volunteer informa-
tion or for general information on 
this year’s event.  Come join us and 
watch your child’s interest in sci-
ence and health take flight!  

Do you want an experienced dentist
who...
•offers patients the latest dental
technology...
•understands your concerns and offers
treatment options to meet your needs...
•has a friendly, responsive, supportive
team…

Call us today—your comfort & well-
being is our first concern!

(603) 673-4102
www.richarddgrovesdds.com

Visit our website for a free gift offer!

Conveniently located at
One Overlook Dr., Suite A-3

Amherst, NH 03031
(near intersection of Rts 101A & 122)

Keep your

pretty
smile! Be

sure to

schedule

your
dental

check-up!

Making beautiful smiles for more

than 25 years! New Patients Welcome!


