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Town News

Traditional Storytimes
Our current session of storytimes 

will continue through the end of No-
vember.  Babies-2 with a caregiver 
meet on Tuesdays at 10:00.  2s and 3s 
with a caregiver meet on Tuesdays at 
11:15.  Kids 4 and up meet on Wednes-
days at 11:15.  No registration is required. 
Join us when possible! 
`New Book Club Formed at Amherst Library

Attention avid readers: Would you enjoy meeting 
other bookworms to talk about the books  you read?  
A new discussion group––The Friday Afternoon Book 
Club––cordially invites you to attend its first regular 
meeting, November 20th, Friday afternoon, (1 to 3) in 
the library Johnson Room (downstairs).

You will be welcome to contribute to 
the book discussion, or to just come 

in and listen.  Also, you may suggest 
books for future club reading.

The Friday Afternoon Book Club  
is sponsored by Friends of the Am-
herst Library in response to requests 
for  a book club that hold meetings 
in the library.

At the upcoming November 20th 
meeting, the group will discuss “The 
Guernsey  Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society,” telling the history of a 

group of Channel Islanders during 
five years of Nazi occupation.  This is a 

debut novel, a current bestseller written 
by  the late Mary  Ann Shaffer and com-

pleted by her niece, Annie Barrows.
Monthly meetings will be held in the Johnson 

Room next January through June. on the second Friday 
afternoons (1 to 3). Members will choose a different 
book to read each month. There will be no December 
meeting.

If you would like more information, please phone 
Beth Blodgett at 673-2506 or Linda Russell at 672-3614 
or add your name to the membership sign-up sheet at 
the library circulation desk. 
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Wright, “the horses of myth and 
literature are alive and thriving in 
our neighborhoods! I hoped these 
images would help people see them-
selves in the great books and inspire 
them to live their own legends,” 
Wright concluded. “Heroes aren’t 
just people who lived long ago – 
they are our neighbors, our friends, 
our family members, and ourselves. 
The beauty, heart, and spirit we ad-
mire in legendary horses exists in 
our pasture pets, school ponies, ser-

vice horses, and competition part-
ners. Together, we face challenges 
as thrilling and as extraordinary 
as the quests of old. After all, ev-
ery great story, at its heart, reflects 
the greatness that is already within 
us.”  Vanessa Wright is an author 
and equine photographer whose 
work has been published, exhibited, 
and featured in media worldwide. 
Most recently, both her photogra-
phy and her writing on horses were 
featured in the books, The Ulti-

mate Horse Lover and Horses with 
a Mission: Extraordinary True Sto-
ries of Equine Service.  The Literary 
Horse: When Legends Come to Life 
will be on display from December 1 
to January 15 at the Amherst Town 
Library. This free exhibit is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library 
and is open to the public. For more 
information, activities, and a book-
list, visit www.TheLiteraryHorse.
com .

It’s About Conservation

Butterfly Effects
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

So many pieces in the conservation puzzle.  
Truly no piece of this creation we are in is 
exempt from forces that squeeze, mould 
and feed every other.  One oft-used analogy 

is that the flutter of a butterfly wing may stir the 
air in New England and precipitate a storm in Asia.  
Likewise, so many pieces of information about the 
natural world, its enjoyment and stresses, fill pag-
es of magazines and newsletters.  It takes an effort 
to keep an open mind and positive attitude.  The 
following are a few items extracted from the sum-
mer’s collection.

The birdfeeders are out and beginning to draw 
a clientele as the natural food supply diminishes.  
So far, nine species are the most to show at a given 
time as they wait for the crabapples to soften and 
ferment.  The following poem by Dorothy Forsythe 
Dale fits the season.  It is found in a book of her po-
ems and photos entitled My Special World which 
we found at the Adirondak Mountain Club office 
– a focal point for the good things the ADK is do-
ing to educate and protect that mountain region.:

Goldfinch
A quick-change artist little bird
from scalloped edge of flight
feeds on wand of thistledown –
his golden head turns white;
but to winter’s bleak and snowy scene
he waves a magic spring-time green.

We see and hear much these days about global 
warming.  So much so that it is easy to tune out the 
information.  The effects of a warming climate do 
come home, however, to Amherst and New Hamp-
shire – tuned out or not.  Take one chain of events 
starting with the polar ice cap.  In this past summer 
the Arctic Ocean has given up tens of thousands 
more square miles of ice.  In July the loss amounted 
to 41,000 square miles a day as measured by satel-
lite imagery.  That’s roughly the area of Indiana.

Kids swam in the Ocean after the air tempera-
ture reached 86 degrees Fahrenheit in the North-

west Territories town of Toyaktuk.  Glacial ice was 
melting also and with the melt, the oceans of the 
world rise.  Inch by rising inch, salt marshes are be-
ing flooded.  These are the same marshes that breed 
and supply a feed stock to off-shore fisheries – a key 
ingredient in the economy of NH fishermen.

An invasive species turnabout is reported in 
Northern Woodlands, an entertaining and infor-
mative magazine published by the fine conserva-
tion organization of the same name.  As you have 
read here and elsewhere, invasive plants such as 
Japanese honeysuckle, oriental bittersweet, Rus-
sian olive, and Norway maple are raising the dick-
ens with native species in our meadows and woods.  
Do these overseas countries have similar problems?  
Unfortunately yes.  

American black cherry, a valuable timber species 
here, is an invasive pest in Europe where soils lack a 
controlling microbial pathogen that U.S. soils con-
tain.  School children are taught to pull up cherry 
saplings.  Black locust here is valued for its rot re-
sistance.  Across the pond it is considered one of 
the 100 worst invasive species.

Some common Northeast plants are creating big 
problems abroad as well.  While purple loosestrife 
from Europe is colonizing our native wet mead-
ows, Canada goldenrod is accused of the same 
thing overseas.  In Europe imported North Ameri-
can mammals also have found disfavor.  The rac-
coon for one.  In 1935 the Third Reich introduced 
them in Germany to “enrich the local fauna”.  Since 
then raccoons have spread to every surrounding 
country, prompting a British tabloid to tag them as 
a “furry blitzkrieg”.  Globalization will introduce 
more foreign species that may pose threats to the 
natives.

Already here at home, we may be providing free 
rides for invasive insects and diseases.  More on 
this next time, but moving firewood from one area 
to another for campfires or the home stove can 
transport these nasties.  The word from the USDA 
and state agencies is “Don’t Move Firewood!”  Visit 
the expansive website http://don’t movefirewood.
org .

Welcome Miss Jennie
The Amherst Town Library wel-

comes Jennie Simopoulos as our 
new Head of Children’s Services. 
Miss Jennie has a B.S. in Commu-
nication Studies from Boston Uni-
versity, an M.A. in English and an 
M.L.S. in Library and Information 
Science, both from Simmons Col-
lege.

Most recently, Miss Jennie was 
working as a Library Media Spe-
cialist at the Benjamin Brown Ele-
mentary School in Somerville, MA, 
as a librarian at the Capuano Early 
Childhood Center, also in Somer-
ville, and as an Assistant Librar-
ian in Youth Services at the Weston 
Public Library. Her references de-
scribed her as creative, “willing to 
take time…and go above and be-

yond”, and “excellent at making 
connections with kids”. 

Miss Jennie has extensive pro-
gramming experience, and has 
worked with a broad range of ages, 
from lapsit-aged children through 
young adults. In her previous jobs, 
Jennie started an afterschool liter-
ary magazine for kids, and a “page 
to screen” bookclub.

Some of Miss Jennie’s favorite au-
thors for children include Mo Wil-
lems and Kate Dicamillo. She has 
spent extensive time in Greece and 
speaks fluent Greek. Miss Jennie 
loves dressing up for Halloween, 
crafting, writing and blogging, piz-
za, and her kitten, Lucy.  Please stop 
by to introduce yourself to Jennie. 
She is very excited to be part of the 

Amherst community and can’t wait 
to meet all of the kids.

AMHERST l CANDIA l CONCORD l MANCHESTER l NASHUA l SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses.

800-645-GSCU l gscu.org

Granite State Credit Union l We are New Hampshire!

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Membership open to anyone living or working in New Hampshire.

Don’t take our 
word for it...

With Granite State Credit Union’s free iDeposit service, you can easily make check deposits 

without ever leaving your home or office. Manage your business account any time, any day 

of the week and just think of the convenience during the hustle and bustle of the holidays. 

But, don’t take our word for it... hear what our members have to say at gscu.org.

Follow the easy step-by-step instructions from our website to get started. All you need is 

a computer, scanner, and secure Internet connection. 

Find out why our members love Granite State Credit Union and realize the enhanced 

conveniences we have to offer.

Listen to what people just 

like you are saying about our 

online check deposit service.

iDeposit

3x8.5

M.G. Vaillancourt
Construction

Serving the Amherst Area Since 1987

Additions • Remodeling • Decks • Garages/Barns
Sump Pumps/Drainage • Retaining Walls • Brick Walkways/Patios

Driveway Grading • Excavation

www.vailcon.com    (603) 673-2875

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jennie Simopoulos
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