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Schools
From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Community and Schools Working Together 
The communities of Mont Ver-

non and Amherst have a long histo-
ry of working together, usually found 
through their governance and support 
of their schools in SAU #39.   Now with 
the death of Kim Cates and also the 
spread of the H1N1 virus, our towns 
have even more reason to communicate 
with one another and the schools. 

In the aftermath of the tragic murder 
in Mont Vernon, many school children, 
their parents and their neighbors in 
both towns were significantly affected.   
The staffs of our schools also have needed support as they respond to 
individual and group needs.   For example, the victim’s daughter and 
two of the alleged perpetrators are in our schools and their 

friends and families are adjusting to the new reality that surrounds 
them. The schools could not address these issues without working co-
operatively with the towns.   

In response to this “new normal”, the Selectmen and Boards of Edu-
cation of both towns and the Souhegan Cooperative School District 
have formed a Community Team whose mission will be “to facilitate 
community resiliency and healing through coordination of resourc-
es, education and support.”    Consultants hired through Department 
of Education grant monies, emphasize that many small initiatives al-
ready in effect, can help make subtle changes in a positive direction in 
the months ahead.   Future initiatives also can benefit from the review 
and support of this Community Team.   

In like manner, the towns of Amherst and Mont Vernon have come 
together with the schools to plan an H1N1 vaccination clinic for our 
young people and those citizens with serious medical conditions.  
School officials and the Emergency Planning Committee will hold 
this clinic on Saturday, December 19th, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at 
Souhegan High School.    

The schools have sent emails to all parents requesting they complete 
a survey indicating whether they would attend this free clinic and the 
number and type of H1N1 vaccinations they would need.   These es-
timates are due by December 5th so that the vaccines can be ordered 
and ready.    

Difficult circumstances have brought the towns and the schools to-
gether these past months.  Let’s remember that our children’s daily 
life most often is filled with optimism and good things  as they share a 
common future that knows no boundaries of town or state.   
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,	Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools

The Amherst Preschool recently held a ribbon cutting ceremony with the children after opening their doors 
this past September.  Located in The Christ Church in Amherst, The Amherst Preschool is offering programs 
for three and four year olds.  For more information on registration, please call 672-8271 or visit their web-
site @ theamherstpreschool.com               Courtesy	photo

The Derryfield School
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In The Derryfield Middle School’s 
musical production of “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat,” eighth-grader Lindsay Moss 
of Amherst performs a solo as one 
of the narrators. The role of narrator 
was divided up to make parts for 
thirteen girls, including seventh-
grader Samantha Carbery and 
eighth-grader Sierra Goodson, on 
Nov. 6 & 7 in Manchester. 

Students in the News

Boston University Graduates 
Amherst Resident

Boston University awarded aca-
demic degrees to 1,603 students in 
September 2009. Among the gradu-
ates was Daniel J. Bertrand, who re-
ceived a Doctor of Physical Therapy 
in Physical Therapy. Boston Univer-
sity is the fourth largest indepen-
dent university in the United States, 
with an enrollment of more than 
29,000 students in its 17 schools and 
colleges. 
Local Student Receives  
Degree from Allegheny College

Brittany J. Leonard, daughter of 
Deborah Leonard-Wisniewski of 
Amherst, was recently named an 
Alden Scholar for the 2008-2009 
academic year at Allegheny College.  
Alden Scholar awards are presented 
to students who maintained a grade 
point average of 3.2 or higher dur-
ing the preceding academic year. 
The awards are named in honor of 
the Reverend Timothy Alden, Jr., 
who founded the College in 1815.

The Derryfi eld School is a coed, independent 
college-preparatory day school for students 
in grades 6 through 12. 

Please join a Derryfi eld family for an
informal Q&A session in their home.    

Each event takes place 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
on the following dates:

Neighborhood Receptions
Wednesday, December 2 in Amherst
Thursday, December 3 in Merrimack

www.derryfi eld.org

The Derryfi eld School
2108 River Road

Manchester, NH 03104

to be your best
THE DERRYFIELD SCHOOL

RSVP to the Admission Offi ce for event locations and directions.
603.669.4524 • admission@derryfi eld.org. 

Need help with the commute? School-year 
transportation is offered from Amherst, 
Bedford, Concord, Hampstead, Hopkinton, 
Londonderry, Nashua, and Windham.

Derryfield Coffee - AMHERST CITI1   1 11/16/2009   8:00:48 AM

             Join us for an Enrollment
     OPEN HOUSE 

              SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH
12:00-2:00pm 

Morning and Afternoon Preschool
Programs available

Ages 2 years 9 months to 5 yrs old

RSVP 672-8271/www.theamherstpreschool.com
58 Merrimack Rd. Amherst NH

a place to grow 

The 
LLCAmherst Preschool 

Clark-Wilkins School Launches 
Box Tops Fundraiser

AMHERST – Clark-Wilkins 
School has announced the launch of 
their 2009-2010 Box Tops for Edu-
cation fundraising campaign. This 
year the school has set a goal of earn-
ing as much as they can through 
Box Tops to purchase special items 
for the students of Clark-Wilkins.

Box Tops for Education is a school 
fundraising program started by 
General Mills in 1996. To date, Box 
Tops has helped America’s schools 
raise over $300 million to buy things 
they need but can’t always afford, 
such as library books, school sup-
plies and other quality of life items. 

School supporters can earn cash 
for their favorite school with Box 
Tops through everyday activities 
such as buying groceries, shopping 
online and buying books. Schools 
can earn a total of up to $60,000 
each year. Here’s how you can help:

•  Clip Box Tops from hundreds of 
favorite products and send them 
to Karen Blood, Box Tops Coordi-

nator, at Clark-Wilkins School, PO 
Box 420, Amherst, NH, 03031. 
Or Drop them off at the Amherst 
Town Library in the new collection 
box just inside the door on the 
right.

•  Sign up to support Clark-Wilkins 
School on the Box Tops website 
at btfe.com 

•  Shop online: Clark-Wilkins will 
earn up to 15% of qualifying 
purchases when you shop at over 
100 popular online stores at the 
Box Tops Marketplace®. 

•  Buy books: Clark-Wilkins will earn 
up to 6% of purchases made 
online at Barnes & Noble through 
the Box Tops Reading RoomSM.

For more information, visit btfe.
com or contact Karen Blood, Clark-
Wilkins School Box Tops Coordina-
tor: amherstboxtops@comcast.net

From the Souhegan Cooperative School Board 

Crisis Response
During the Principal’s Report to the School Board, Principal Bos-

man introduced members of the Ethics Forum who reported that they 
are focusing their efforts on community outreach this year. As part of 
that effort, the entire Forum recently visited the Mont Vernon Village 
School to present hand decorated pumpkins to each of the students 
there. Some members of the Forum were able to spend time with the 
MVVS students at lunch, on the playground and even in class to help 
establish friendship between the schools. Principal Bosman surprised 
the Ethics Forum students with a Spirit of Souhegan Award for their 
outreach efforts. In response to questions raised during the Crisis In-
formation Meeting on October 19th, the Principal discussed some of 
the actions that are being taken by the administration to educate the 
school community of the support structures that already exist and of 
programs that are scheduled for the future. Principal Bosman stated 
that the administration will be approaching additional action items 
from a SAU-wide perspective. As an update to these meeting high-
lights, an open letter to the community from the Souhegan admin-
istration appeared in the October 27th issue of the Amherst Citizen 
and is also available on their website at http://www.amherstcitizen.
com/files/Flipbook/PDFs/AC02.pdf . 

Jeanne Ludt, the SCSB Vice-Chair presiding over the meeting, 
praised the administration for their hard work and response to man-
aging the crisis. 

Souhegan Cooperative School District Moderator Cynthia Dokmo 
introduced the Amherst and Mont Vernon citizens present that will 
be serving on the Advisory Finance Committee to evaluate the Souhe-
gan budget this year. Members of the School Board and Advisory Fi-
nance Committee will be working together in sub-committees to es-
tablish a 2010-11 school budget for public vote in the spring. In a new 
process for the School Board this year, the budget will be divided into 
sections and assigned individually to the subcommittees for analysis 
and recommendations. Budget assumptions were presented by Super-
intendent Jennings to the School Board. Included in the assumptions 
are a 22% increase in health care costs and a 15% rate increase in man-
dated employer contributions to the State Retirement Fund for teach-
ers. If these assumptions hold true, they will create serious challenges 
to the budget process. The first draft of the budget will be available for 
School Board and AFC review on November 17th, the second draft on 
December 17th, and the Public Hearing will be held on January 13th. 

Chris Lavoie, the SHS Athletic Director, presented a detailed review 
of the current year Athletics budget broken down by athletic activity 
along with the fundraising supplement for each. Those areas will be 
examined more closely by the co-curricular budget sub-committee 
for the 2010-11 budget years. 

Principal Jim Bosman presented a planning and implementation 
tool the administration is using for the FY2010 school goal, which is 
that 85% of the students will demonstrate growth in all subject areas 
by the school wide rubric on Effective Communicator and on one oth-
er Academic Learner Expectation (ALE) rubric.  Jim explained that 
the staff has embraced this goal as evidenced by the trimester reports 
to parents and that the administration is helping to better acquaint 
parents with the ALE rubrics. 

The School Board voted to create a Facilities Study Steering Com-
mittee and assigned the following members to serve on the newly 
formed committee; Jim Miner, SAU Facilities & Grounds Director; 
Betty Shankel, SAU Business Administrator; Principal Jim Bosman; 
Dana Redmond, SCSB; Jeanne Ludt, SCSB. This committee will pro-
vide oversight to the comprehensive facilities and program needs 
analysis being conducted by Gale Associates.

	 	 	 Souhegan	Cooperative	School	Board:
	 	 	 Steve	Coughlan,	swc@well.com
	 	 	 Jeanne	Ludt,	jludt50@aol.com
	 	 	 Christine	Janson,	chris@jansonfamily.org
	 	 	 Mary	Lou	Mullens,	mullensfam5@aol.com
	 	 	 Dana	Redmond,	prattared@msn.com
	 	 	 Dan	Foley,	Daniel.Foley@fmr.com
	 	 	 Pamela	Coughlin,	coughlinjp@gmail.com

Souhegan High School Class of 
1999 Plans 10th Reunion 
Saturday, November 28 at 6:00pm
Location: The Bounty Lounge at The Holiday Inn 
9 Northeastern Blvd, Nashua
Phone: 877-863-4780
Email: sbalsama@me.com
Tickets can be purchased online in advance for $25 at www.event-
brite.com/event/448111313/efbnen or at the door. 

EVAN GOODROW BAND returns 
to Souhegan for Jazz Night Concert

Courtesy	photo

Every year the AMS staff celebrates Thanksgiving with a delicious turkey 
dinner (all homemade by staff) and invites the Brick School Staff over to 
enjoy with them. (L to R): AMS Teachers Linda Farrington, Peter Desnoyers, 
Superintendent Mary Athey Jennings, Sam Giarrusso and Jayma Robinson. 

Courtesy	photo

Back: Matt Blood, Parker Desborough, co-captain, Sean Polio, Front:  
Wesley Lonsdale, Nathan Fisher, Nathan Wagman, Zack Ladd, co-captain 

Team C.A.R.S. Will Compete at State Level 

smart sense of humor with catchy 
melodies and a strong pop sensibil-
ity. Having just released their debut 
album in October, they’ve received 
consistent radio airplay and local 
praise from such print media as NH 
Magazine and The Wire, as well 
as the Portland Phoenix in Maine. 
Check out www.theseacaptains.com 

for more info. Joining The Sea Cap-
tains will be Stone Wallace and Un-
dertow, both from Souhegan. Tick-
ets are $8.00 and can be purchased 
in advance or at the door. For more 
information please contact Carl 
Benevides at cbenevides@mac.com 
or The Sea Captains at www.the-
seacaptains.com. 

by Zachary Ladd of Amherst

We are the C.A.R.S., one of the 
hand full of teams from Amherst. 
C.A.R.S. is a name we came up with 
that stands for “Creating Awesome 
Robotic Science”. The team also 
presented a research project on Bio-
fuel to the Amherst School Board 
early in November. Judging for ro-
botic use, robot design, teamwork 
and the research project was at Hol-
lis - Brookline High School, Satur-

day, November 21st. 
Team C.A.R.S. was awarded 1st 

place in the Research category at 
the Hollis qualifying event and will 
be going onto compete in the FLL 
State event on December 6th. Two 
other teams from Amherst also one 
first place in other areas of the com-
petition and will be going to the 
state competition as well!

This is a great program that many 
kids have enjoyed throughout the 
years.

The Evan Goodrow 
Band will return to 
Souhegan High School 
on Thursday December 
3 at 7:00pm as part of 
the Jazz Night Concert 
Series. Currently in its 
8th season, the SHS 
Jazz Night Concert Se-
ries has featured mid-
dle school, high school 
and professional mu-
sicians from throughout New Eng-
land. The EGB is a high-energy funk 
and soul band from Boston. Playing 
original music, The EGB has enjoyed 
international success from record-
ing and touring and is currently in 
production on its latest record. Fea-
turing Evan Goodrow on guitar and 

vocals, John Cooke on 
organ, bass and vocals 
and Phil Antoniades on 
drums and vocals, this 
band is sure to get you 
up and movin’! The EGB 
will be joined by special 
guest Carl Benevides, 
Souhegan’s Jazz Direc-
tor on saxophone.  

Also featured along-
side The EGB for this 

concert will be high school jazz 
ensembles from Keene, Milford, 
Souhegan and Manchester. Tick-
ets are $10.00 for adults and $8.00 
for students and can be obtained in 
advance at www.evangoodrow.com 
or by emailing Carl at cbenevides@
mac.com. 

Amherst Middle School

u The Sea Captains   continued	from	page	1


