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4.875%*

0
30 Year Conventional Fixed

Zero Points!

*Some restrictions may apply. Based on a $200,000 loan with a 
20% down payment and closing costs of $2,500.

Licensed by the New Hampshire Banking Department | Maine Supervised Lender License #SLM5256 
Massachusetts Broker License #MB0413 As a Massachusetts broker, we arrange but do not make loans.

APR is 4.984*

Don’t miss the lowest 
rates of our lifetime!

Sign up for Rate Watch and get 
daily market updates and the current 

interest rates. Make an informed 
decision and save. Call us or visit 

our website today!

1-603-594-0200 327 Amherst Street, Nashua, NH
www.themortgagespecialists.com

Salzburg Square
292 Route 101, Amherst NH

603-673-5223
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The 2010 blue suncatcher

2010 Amherst Suncatcher Now 
Available

AMHERST – Looking for a great 
Christmas gift? Next year’s annual 
glass suncatcher is available ahead 
of schedule. Created as a special 
souvenir of Amherst’s big anniver-
sary, the 2010 collectible depicts the 
Town seal in cobalt blue with the 
words “250 years”. 

Each is hand-pressed by a New 
Hampshire craftsman in a limited 

edition for the Nipmugs chapter of 
Questers. Proceeds from their sale 
go to the preservation or restora-
tion of historic artifacts, buildings 
or memorials. The new suncatcher, 
22nd in the Historic Amherst series, 
is for sale now at Mayfair Antiques 
in Salzburg Square for $10. For 
more information, call Anne Krantz 
at 673-9684.

Church Of Our Saviour Christmas Fair
MILFORD – Mark your calen-

dars!  The Church of Our Saviour 
in Milford will be having its Christ-
mas Fair on December 5 from 9 to 2, 
and you know from past years that 
it is a Fair you won’t want to miss.  
We will be overflowing with oppor-
tunities for you to shop for decora-
tions, gifts, cheese and other food 
items, as well as relax with friends 
at our delicious luncheon.

This year, our popular CHIL-
DREN’S DECORATING SHOP 
will have gingerbread cookies wait-
ing to be decorated with fluffy frost-
ing and all sorts of candies.  This is 
one of the most popular spots for 
children and their parents as well.  
The home-made cookies will be by 
our J2A class (Journey to Adult-
hood).  Our J2A class will also be 
selling beautiful Christmas swags 
for home decorating.

From past years, the COOKIE 
SHOP will be remembered for its 
hundreds of cookies from which 
you can make your own selection.  
Each shopper is presented with a 
box and plastic gloves, and sent off 
to wander and choose among bins 
of delectable homemade holiday 
cookies.

Eye-catching crafts, decorations 
and gifts will be available in our 
CRAFT SHOP for the holidays.  We 
are especially pleased that we will 
have the new CHURCH OF OUR 

SAVIOUR COOKBOOK available 
– a perfect choice for Christmas 
giving.

Our Work Campers do such a 
fine job each summer in faraway 
places helping to build, hammer, 
and paint the homes of families in 
need of help.  Their SWEETS TA-
BLE will help sponsor next sum-
mer’s trip through the sale of fudge, 
truffles, and turtles.  They also plan 
to have a door prize

Come visit our OUTREACH 
ROOM to see how the Church of 
Our Saviour reaches out through 
our various ministries to the com-
munity and beyond.  Some of those 
ministries include Habitat for Hu-
manity, Nashua Soup Kitchen, Mar-
guerite’s Place, SHARE, and our 
companion parish St. Andre’s in 
Angola.  There will also be Christ-
mas items for sale.

The COUNTRY STORE will 
again be offering our extra sharp 
and tangy Cabot cheeses as well as 
homemade preserves, breads, and 
- the ultimate gift - those beautiful 
and delicious chocolate Christmas 
trees – always a sell-out!

And finally, a soup and sandwich 
LUNCHEON featuring delectable 
home-made dessert selections will 
complete your morning.  So plan to 
be there, and bring a friend.  It’s a 
FAIR you won’t want to miss!

Diana Owen (Amherst) sitting in front, chairman.   Behind Diana are (left 
to right) Pattie Chouinard (Nashua), Staci Therrian (Milford), and Jean 
Treadwell (Amherst).

Souhegan Valley Chorus Presents 

30th Annual Holiday Concert,  
“A Family Christmas Spectacular!” 

AMHERST – Come and Enjoy 
a Special Evening on Sunday, De-
cember 13th! The Souhegan Valley 
Chorus will present its 30th An-
nual Holiday Concert on Sunday, 
December 13th at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Souhegan High School Auditorium 
in Amherst. 

The program, “A Family Christ-
mas Spectacular!” will feature a se-
lection of holiday favorites includ-
ing; “Jingle Bells” and “Rudolph, The 
Red Nosed Reindeer”, wonderful 
classics “We Three Kings”, “I Won-
der As I Wander”, the rich harmo-
nies of “Gloria”, “Alleluia Noel” and 
many more!  

The Souhegan Valley Chorus is 
under the direction of Jennifer K. 
Erdody. Jennifer is presently the 

Choral Director at the Milford High 
School and a staff member of the 
Boys and Girls Club School of The-
ater Arts. Our accompanist, Laura 
Kennedy, is known nationally and 
internationally as a chamber mu-
sician and solo performer.  Also 
performing this evening, the me-
lodic sounds of The Valleyaires, an 
a capella group that will be singing 
“Parade Of The Wooden Soldiers”, 
“Fum, Fum, Fum” and “Angels We 
Have Heard On High”.  Admission 
is $15 for adults and $10 for stu-
dents/seniors. Tickets can be pur-
chased from chorus members, at 
The Toadstool Bookshop in Milford, 
at the door or by calling 673-7573. 
For more information, please visit 
our website: www.wolaver.org/SVC.

Celebrating History and The Holidays
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The dwelling house (on left) and cabinet shop of furniture maker Ephraim 
Blanchard, on former Second New Hampshire Turnpike in Amherst Village.

Cabinetmaker Ephraim Blanchard 

Historic Amherst

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Amherst was home to an im-
portant New Hampshire furniture 
maker of the early nineteenth centu-
ry: Ephraim Blanchard (1778-1841). 
Five of his pieces were included in an 
exhibit at the NH Historical Society 
in Concord in 1978, and the catalog 
noted, “Blanchard’s career is more 
completely represented by surviv-
ing documented furniture than that 
of any other New Hampshire cabi-
netmaker.” His drop-leaf mahogany 
work table “is typical of furniture 
made throughout New England in 
this period [about 1825]. The work-
manship  is that of a master crafts-
man.” A small sample of his work, 
John Farmer’s mahogany “portable 
desk” which is a box essentially, is in 
the Chapel Museum.

Blanchard lived in the house at 94 
Boston Post Road and used the ad-
jacent building at 2 Middle Street, 
then a single story, as his cabinet 
shop. He bought them in Decem-
ber 1816 for $550, with a mortgage 
of $400. (He had lived in Amherst 
as early as 1802, already a cabinet-
maker; built the Isaac Brooks House 
at 12 Mack Hill Road in 1803 but 
never occupied it; moved away to 
Massachusetts for about ten years; 
and returned by 1814.) Piano mak-
er William P. Emerson of Boston, a 
native of Amherst, learned his craft 
in Blanchard’s workshop. It was in 
this shop, too, that the Town’s first 
fire engine, the Yankee, was over-
hauled in 1833 when it had gotten 
too leaky. 

Blanchard kept an assortment of 
furniture on hand for sale but also 
made to order. In April 1830, he an-
nounced a partnership in the cabi-
netmaking business with his son, 
Ephraim Jr., who “having for four 
years past been employed in one of 
the largest Furniture Warehouses in 
Boston, is confident that he shall be 
able to furnish their customers with 
every article in their line as cheap 
and as good style and quality as can 
be found there or any other part of 
the country.” They offered a large 
variety of furniture, including bed-
steads from $1.75 to $25, bureaus $8 

to $35, secretaries $16 to $35, Gre-
cian couches, and chairs of all kinds. 
Curiously, two years earlier, in 1828, 
secretaries were offered in a range 
of $25 to $70 but bureaus $6 to $30, 
all warranted of the best quality. In 
1832, with capital of $1000 and in-
ventory of $2500 value, Blanchard 
employed four men at $15 per 
month.

The partnership with his son was 
short-lived, however, Junior becom-
ing a storekeeper just a few years lat-
er, and moving his general store into 
the cabinet shop building in 1835.  
(It’s likely that the second story was 
added around this time, with a pro-
jecting pediment over porch with 
columns.)

Blanchard twice served as Master 
of Masons Benevolent Lodge No. 7, 
1814 in Amherst and 1819 in Mil-
ford and as Amherst selectman in 
1836. 

I am rather fond of this man. Not 
because he was a fine craftsman nor 
even because he left behind suffi-
cient traces to gratify a researcher, 
but rather because of how thought-
fully he provided for his wife. (This 
was the era when the property ac-
quired during a marriage belonged 
to the husband, even the family 
church pew, so if he died intestate, 
his widow was not an heir and en-
titled only to a dower portion, a 
minimum of furnishings and some 
fraction of the space in their dwell-
ing – for which she often had to beg 
the probate court – and most of the 
furniture, tools, stored hay, pew, etc. 
would be auctioned off right from 
under her.) Blanchard’s will, made 
out in the year prior to his death 
when he was ill, not only left the 
house to his “beloved wife” Mary, 
but stipulated the interest from the 
sale of the “improved store and cabi-
netmaker’s shop” be for her support. 
A codicil dated the month before his 
decease stated: “I have concluded to 
make some addition to the kitchen 
of my dwelling house in Amherst 
agreeable to a plan by Jonathan 
Knight. My executor to cause kitch-
en to be built and pay him.” Wasn’t 
that considerate!

Sources: 
“Plain & Elegant, Rich & Common: Documented New Hampshire 
Furniture, 1750-1850,” catalog of exhibit at NH Historical Society, 
Concord, 1978. 
United States Congressional Serial Set: The Manufacturers in the 
United States, 1833 (GoogleBooks).
Farmers’ Cabinet newspaper of Amherst.
Jackie Marshall’s Amherst genealogy files.

More Holiday Fairs and Events are presented in 
the Second Section of today’s paper. 

Save, shop and enjoy!
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The Souhegan Valley Chorus performs December 13 at SHS Auditorium.

Celebrations

BIG THINGS ARE
HAPPENING AT

NEED YOUR HELP WITH OUR CURRENT INVENTORY!
We Are Opening An Exciting New Store, But

25% TO 50% OFF
EVERYTHING IN THE STORE

(Including In-Stock Furniture)

Make Us A Stop For Your
Holiday Shopping - Great
Present & Yankee Swap Gifts!

PLUS

While supplies last. One coupon per purchase.

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $10 OFF
Any Purchase of $50 or More

OWNED & OPERATED BY THE WILSON FAMILY FOR 50 YEARS!
272 Route 101 - Amherst, NH - 673-2716

Enter To Win
A $500 Gift Certificate

To Our New Store


