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Holiday Music and Performances
 The Dana Center, Saint Anselm College Presents

The Renowned Nebraska Theatre Caravan in 
Charles Dickens’         

A Christmas Carol               

A Dana Center Family Tradition for over 25 years!
Manchester -  The Dana 

center, regional performing arts 
center at saint anselm college, 
once again will present two out-
standing performances of charles 
Dickens’ a christmas carol on 
Wednesday, December 2 at 3:30PM 
and 7:30PM.  

an annual holiday tradition at 
the college for more than a quarter 
century, families from all over new 
england come to take  a familiar 
journey back in time to a cozy cur-
rier and Ives portrait of christmas 
as many remember it performed by 
the nationally acclaimed nebraska 
Theatre caravan.  Dickens’ classic 
tale of tiny tim, everyone’s favor-
ite curmudgeon, ebenezer scrooge 
and his ghostly night visitors comes 
to life in this cherished, music-filled 
adaptation of one man’s revelation 
of the real meaning of christmas.  
Magnificent Victorian ambiance, 
authentic english carols, outstand-
ing voices, magical stage sets, lively 
dancing, lavish costumes and stun-

ning special effects abound in this 
original national tour production, 
creating a spectacular holiday treat 
for the entire family! In addition the 
Dana center is always in full fes-
tive holiday dress complete with a 
stunning and fully decorated tree 
12-foot tree, cups of nutmeg sprin-
kled egg nog, apple cider and fresh-
ly frosted holiday cookies on hand 
for the little ones. Oh and don’t for-
get the candy canes that are handed 
out at the end of each performance 
– the sweetest part of the tradition 
of course.   

always first on everyone’s christ-
mas wish list, this is a repeated 
sell-out so ‘what the Dickens” are 
you waiting for? reserved seating: 
$27.50, senior citizens, $23.50, 
Youth 18 and under, n.h. area col-
lege and University students $12.50. 
call about group rates. 

The Box Office is open Monday-
Friday from 10:00 aM to 4:30 PM.  
For tickets, call 641-7700 or go on 
line at www.anselm.edu/dana .
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The Cratchit family on stage, December 2 for two performances

A Christmas Carol Returns 
to the Capitol Center Stage

Christmas At Canterbury Offers 
Traditional Holiday Magic

canterBUrY — canterbury 
shaker Village offers a return to 
traditional christmas with its 2nd 
annual christmas at canterbury, 
saturdays, December 5th and 12th, 
3 pm to 8 pm. 

hundreds of luminaries will light 
the way as visitors take candlelight 
strolls around the decorated Vil-
lage. Visitors can also take horse-
drawn wagon or sleigh rides (3 to 6 
pm).  Inside historic shaker build-
ings, visitors will find handcrafted 
christmas decorations as well as 
activities, demonstrations and per-
formances.

Visitors can visit 19th century 
physician “Dr. seth Miller” in the 
Infirmary, the Gingerbread show-
case in the creamery, with a scav-
enger hunt and traditional reci-
pe sampling. Inside the carriage 
house, visitors can see traditional 
arts demonstrations against the 
backdrop of furniture and craft ex-
hibits. Kids of all ages can try ori-

gami, ornament making, and holi-
day decorations made from Village 
grown greens. Visitors can also see 
demonstrations on broom making 
and letterpress printing.

“at a time when people want to 
find a more meaningful christ-
mas,” Maisie Keith Daly, coordi-
nator of events and Volunteers at 
canterbury shaker Village, said, 
“christmas at canterbury offers an 
authentic holiday experience. It’s 
one that grandparents, kids, single 
people, everyone can really enjoy 
together and recapture the wonder 
of the season.”  

The shaker table will serve 
lunch 11:30 to 4:00, dinner 5:00 
to 9:00 (reservations recommend-
ed). Lighter fare is available at The 
shaker Box Lunch and Farm stand. 
For a complete christmas at can-
terbury schedule, visit www.shak-
ers.org. 783-9511.

cOncOrD – The nebraska 
Theatre caravan returns to con-
cord with its delightful stage pro-
duction of charles Dickens’ holiday 
classic a christmas carol, playing 
the capitol center for the arts on 
Thursday, December 3 at 7:30 p.m.

This fully staged musical version 
of charles Dickens’ classic tale has 
become a Yuletide tradition. The 
story was adapted for the stage by 
charles Jones, former executive di-
rector of the Omaha community 
Playhouse in Omaha, nebraska. 
The nebraska Theatre caravan has 
been touring this adaptation of a 
christmas carol since 1979. 

a christmas carol features a 
spirited ensemble of 28 perform-
ers who bring Dickens’ fable of re-
demption to life on a magical set 
created by James Othuse. a full ar-
ray of timeless carols such as “God 
rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” “away 
In a Manager” and “here We come 
a-Wassailing” are interwoven with-
in the classic story of a tight-fisted, 
middleclass merchant ebenezer 

scrooge and all the beloved charac-
ters from Dickens’ 1843 novel.

The heartwarming tale depicts 
scrooge, whose values are focused 
exclusively on profit, and his con-
flicts with the struggling cratchit 
family, whose tragic problems typ-
ified the working class during the 
Industrial revolution in Victorian 
england. The touching climax is 
based on Dickens’ belief that the ills 
of a greedy world can be healed by 
brotherhood and unselfishness.

The colorful scenery and elabo-
rate costumes faithfully recreate 
the Victorian period. exceptional 
voices, lively dancing and dazzling 
special effects like the mysterious 
spinning bed combine to create a 
spectacular holiday treat for the en-
tire family.

tickets to a christmas carol are 
$45, $35 and $12.50.  Family four 
packs are available for $100 (using 
the promo code “scrooge”) and can 
be purchased at the capitol center 
box office at 225-1111 or online at 
www.ccanh.com. 

Boston Ballet Principal Dancer to Perform in     
The Nutcracker, at the Palace Theatre This Weekend

BeDFOrD, nh – southern nh 
Dance Theater (snhDt) is proud 
to announce the cast for the Palace 
Theatre’s annual production of the 
timeless classic, The nutcracker to 
be performed Thanksgiving week-
end in six performances Friday, 
november 27th through sunday, 
november 29, 2009.  The annual 
performance boasts a cast of tal-
ented guest artists including carlos 
Molina, principal dancer with Bos-
ton Ballet, Lauren stewart of su-
zanne Farrell Ballet and many other 
talented dancers. 

carlos Molina, originally from 
colombia, has been a principal 
dancer with hartford Ballet and a 
soloist with american Ballet The-
atre.  In 2004, Molina joined Bos-
ton Ballet as a principal dancer. he 
will be partnering the sugar Plum 
Fairy (Lauren stewart and elisa-
beth Wilson).   “We are so thrilled 
to have carlos Molina performing 
the role of cavalier again this year,” 
stated Patricia Lavoie, artistic direc-
tor for southern nh Dance Theater.  

“The talent that carlos brings along 
with the other amazing guest art-
ists - including many alumni from 
our school and performing compa-
ny - will certainly impress the audi-
ence,” added Lavoie. 

Originally from Boston, Lauren 
stewart received her early dance 

training at southern nh Dance 
Theater. she is delighted to be in-
vited back to perform with snhDt 
again as the sugar Plum Fairy.  “We 
have an amazing talent with all the 
guest artists we have cast, but Lau-
ren stewart is the one we are most 
excited about – she is from Man-
chester and she is a truly excep-
tional and accomplished Ballerina,” 
added Lavoie. In 2004, while train-
ing at Ballet academy east in new 
York city, Ms. stewart was invited 
to perform with american Ballet 
Theater in romeo and Juliet at the 
Kennedy center. she has performed 
with both the cincinnati Ballet and 
the Joffrey Ballet. This season, she 
is dancing with the prestigious su-
zanne Farrell Ballet.

Bafana solomon Matea is also a 
returning guest artist to this year’s 
nutcracker cast. Originally from 
south africa, he studied under 
scholarship at the alvin ailey Dance 
school in new York. he is current-
ly with Battery Dance company of 
new York city.  he will be featured 

as soldier Doll and Mouse King in 
act 1, and as candy cane soloist 
and arabian soloist in act 2. 

Thomas Ortiz, another south-
ern nh Dance Theater alumni will 
perform a variety of roles includ-
ing soldier Doll, Mouse King and 
spanish Variation.  Ortiz graduated 

from Marymount Manhattan col-
lege with a BFa in Dance. he is cur-
rently working with chet Walker 
at WalkerDance and preparing for 
a Joyce soho season with Kim Gi-
vilisco Dances.  “Thomas’ engaging 
stage presence brings energy and 
excitement to every scene he is in,” 
stated Lavoie.

Fredrick Davis, a newcomer to 
the Palace Theatre stage, will per-
form the roles of snow King and 
arabian soloist.  Mr. Davis is a cur-
rent member of the Dance Theatre 
of harlem ensemble in new York.  
he has danced with north star Bal-
let in alaska and albany Berkshire 
Ballet in Massachusetts.  south-
ern nh Dance Theater will have 
several artists in residence return 
to the production.  Douglas Davis, 
will dance the role of Drosselmey-
er in act I.  Mr. Davis has danced 
in both the United states and eu-
rope with the Los angeles Ballet, 
the Frankfurt Ballet, Zurich Ballet 
and Bern Ballet.  sallie Werst has 
danced with Bossov Ballet Theater, 
Vermont chamber Ballet and the 
central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. 
she also studied in new York city 
at Ballet academy east with Darla 
hoover and several renowned cho-
reographers.  sallie Werst will per-

form the roles of spanish and ara-
bian soloist and Melissa Desrosiers 
will return as the Grandmother in 
party scene. 

“southern nh Dance Theater has 
a reputation for offering high-cali-
ber professional performances and 
this year’s production of The nut-
cracker is a time-honored tradi-
tion that you won’t want to miss,” 
stated Peter ramsey, executive di-
rector of the Palace Theatre.  “add 
that to the power and intensity of a 
live orchestra like The Palace Festi-
val Orchestra conducted by robert 
Babb and you have an evening that 
you and your family will remem-
ber for many years to come,” add-
ed ramsey.  Don’t miss southern 
nh Dance Theater’s performance 
as clara’s dream comes to life on-
stage in the historic Palace Theatre 
in downtown Manchester. The nut-
cracker will be performed:
Friday, November 27th at 7:30 PM
Saturday, November 28th at 11 AM, 
4 PM & 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 29th at 1 PM & 
4 PM

For ticket information call 
the Palace Theatre Box Office at 
603.668.5588 or visit www.palace-
theatre.org.  call for your tickets to-
day!

Molina Carlos Lauren Stewart

Carlos Molina and Elisabeth Wilson

Granite Statesmen’s 20th Annual Christmas Cabaret
At Hampshire Hills Sports and Fitness Club

The Granite statesmen -- nash-
ua’s 12 times District champion 
barbershop harmony chorus will 
hold their 20th annual christmas 
cabaret shows at hampshire hills 
sports and Fitness club, 50 em-
erson road, Milford, nh, on sat-
urday, December 19th, at 2:00 and 
7:30 pm. hampshire hills is a new 
and more spacious venue and the 
Granite statesmen are excited to 
perform there.

This year’s cabaret shows will 
again feature the 2009 harmony 
Inc. fourth place medalist chorus 
new england Voices in harmo-
ny, the 2009 gold medalist quartet 
showcase, the 2004 gold medalist 
quartet synchronicity, the string 
duo tale, plus the Granite states-
men. The Fairgrounds Middle 
school select choir will appear in 
the afternoon show, while the Mil-
ford high school chorus will per-
form in the evening. santa claus, 
as in past years, will lead audience 
children in an on-stage sing-along.

as always, the annual cabaret 
features a family-friendly cabaret 
environment with great food and 
beverages, plus arts and crafts pro-
vided by the ladies of the Granite 
Gems auxiliary. The show on sat-
urday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. focus-
es more on the many children who 
usually attend. The evening show at 
7:30 p.m. is geared more towards an 
adult audience and has more holi-

day music.
new england Voices in harmo-

ny, founded in January 2000, is an 
a cappella chorus of 35 plus wom-
en based in nashua and current-
ly ranked the area 2 champions of 
harmony, Inc. area 2 includes all 
of new england and parts of east-
ern canada. additionally, Voices 
is the 2009 International Fourth 
Place Medalist chorus. The group 
rehearses every tuesday evening at 
the Grace Lutheran church, 130 
spit Brook road in nashua from 
6:30 to 9:00 pm. Many members 
have had some singing experience 
with glee clubs, church choirs or 
community Theater before joining 
the chorus, although the vast ma-
jority are amateur singers. harmo-
ny, Inc. is an international group of 
women whose purposes are to edu-
cate its members in the art of sing-
ing four-part, unaccompanied har-
mony in the barbershop style; to 
organize, maintain and encourage 
choruses and quartets; to give pri-
vate and public performances; to 
sponsor

contests, and to promote friend-
ship among all women. new eng-
land Voices in harmony is co-di-
rected by founding members Debbie 
Borsari and renée tramack, both 
internationally acclaimed award-
winning directors.

how fitting the name showcase is 
for this foursome! They love to sing, 

to show their best to audiences, and 
to present special events (songs) in 
order to tug on the heart-strings of 
their listeners! In november 2009, 
showcase became the International 
Gold Medalist Quartet and harmo-
ny Queens of harmony, Inc! show-
case, an a cappella quartet, started 
singing together in March 2007. 
even though this foursome has only 
been singing together for a limit-
ed time, their combined individual 
entertainment experience brings 
them to an amazing 92 years. all 
are members of new england Voic-
es in harmony.

synchronicity was formed in June 
2002 with the intention of making 
beautiful music, entertaining audi-
ences, and having a great time do-
ing both! While fulfilling that in-
tention, they have experienced the 
ultimate reward - winning the gold 
medals and crowns in the 2004 
harmony, Inc. International Quar-
tet contest. synchronicity has had 
the opportunity to help educate and 
entertain barbershoppers in both 
the Us and canada, and to perform 
in some interesting and fun places 
such as Disneyland and on a cruise 
ship in Mexico! They take pride in 
bringing their unique style of music 
to people of all ages and walks of life 
and to bring music and joy into peo-
ple’s hearts.

Fairgrounds Middle school select 
choir (afternoon Only) is an ex-
tra-curricular vocal ensemble that 
rehearses once a week for an hour 

with an emphasis on healthy vocal 
technique and professional musi-
cianship. Under the direction of 
FMs choral Director, Mary Pispit-
sos, the select choir sings a variety 
of challenging and exciting music in 
three parts: soprano, alto and bari-
tone. choir membership is open to 
any FMs student by audition only. 
The FMs select choir is honored 
to be invited to perform with the 
Granite statesmen again this year 
as this event has become a favorite 
among its members.

Milford high school chorus 
(evening Only) is a mixed chorus 
of singers in grades nine through 
twelve. In addition to the winter 
and spring concerts, the chorus 
also performs at the annual Pops 
concert and takes its performance, 
complete with costumes and cho-
reography, on the road to local el-
ementary schools. 

They are under the direction of 
Jennifer K. erdody. 

The Granite statesmen, directed 
by Jim coates, is an internationally 
competitive a cappella chorus that 
has won the northeastern District 
chorus championship 

ticket prices for the matinee 
show are $12 for adults, $10 for se-
niors/students, and $3 for children. 
For the evening show, ticket costs 
are $15 for adults, $12 for seniors/
students, and $5 for children. tick-
ets are available by calling (603) 
886-sInG or by visiting www.gran-
itestatesmen.org.

The quartet, Showcase will perform December 19 at Hampshire Hills
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The Milford Choruswillsing at the evening performance only.


