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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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tographs or artwork submitted become 
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Obituary

Ara A. Nazarian 
Ara A. Nazarian, 75, 

of Nashua NH, sur-
rounded by his loving 
family, went to be with 
his Lord & Savior on 
October 23, 2009.  Born 
March 19, 1934 in Law-
rence, MA, son of Sta-
pan and Nellie Nazar-
ian, Ara was the eldest 
of four children.  He 
graduated from Ten-
ney High School in 
Lawrence, MA in 1951 and short-
ly thereafter enlisted into the U.S. 
Army during the Korean War.  Af-
ter serving two years in the Army, 
Ara left to complete his education 
as a Mechanical Engineer at Lowell 
Tech in 1961, and went on to work 
for Avco and Sanders Associates, 
where he worked on warplane self 
protection and surveillance.  In June 
of 1961, Ara married Dorothy Mari-
on Donigian from Salem, NH.   Ara 
transitioned to work the family jew-
elry business, Nazarian Jewelers, on 
Essex Street in Lawrence in the late 
1960’s.  He remained there until his 
retirement in 1994.  

Ara was an active member in the 
community and believed life was 
lived to serve God, Country, and his 
fellow man.  He was a member of 
the Lawrence Rotary Club, active in 
the Knights of Columbus, and was a 
32nd degree Freemason.  If Ara had 
anything in his life approaching his 
love of his family, it was his love for 
the game of golf.  He was a long time 
member of the Portsmouth Country 
Club and loved playing with anyone, 
regardless of their skill level.  As 
long as they weren’t slow, that was 
unacceptable. A rabid sports fan, if 
you knew him you knew the story of 
how he got into Game 6 of the 1975 
World Series and his semi-pro base-
ball history.  And on stories; if you 
knew Ara, you knew story upon sto-
ry upon story.  He knew someone in 
every room he walked into, and if he 

didn’t, he did when he 
left.  He could be found 
with coffee every morn-
ing at the local country 
store discussing rising 
taxes, corrupt politi-
cians, and RBIs.  He also 
had great joy spend-
ing time at his condo in 
Waterville Valley where 
he was a past president 
of the Golden Eagle 
Lodge Owners Asso-

ciation.  In terms of entertainment, 
nothing came close to Peter Sellers’ 
Pink Panther films when it came to 
Ara’s favorite movies.  

Ara is survived by his mother 
Nellie Nazarian, brother Robert 
Nazarian, sister Marlene Aznoian, 
and brother Raymond Nazarian.  In 
addition to his adoring wife of more 
than 48 years, Dorothy, he is sur-
vived by his loving children and their 
families, Kevin and Rochelle Nazar-
ian, of Boxford MA; Julie and James 
Long, of Northwood NH; Kenneth 
and Lois Nazarian, of Newmarket 
NH; and Kristen and Francis Mul-
cahy, of Brookline NH.  Ara is now 
reunited with his second son, Ara, 
who passed before him in 1972.

Above all else in Ara’s world was 
his love of family, and in that he was 
blessed to be bountiful.  He loved to 
dote on his 12 grandkids and was 
very involved in all of their lives. 
Listed in order of oldest (14 yrs) to 
youngest (5 mos) they are: Chris-
tian, Ara, Elisabeth, Adara, Ani, 
Anthony, Alexan, Natasha, Dante, 
Gina, Gabriella, and Marcus.

Visitation hours will be held at 
the Douglas & Johnson Funeral 
Home in Salem, NH on Wednes-
day, October 28th from 4pm - 8pm.   
Funeral Services will be at 10:00am 
on Thursday October 29th at the 
Douglas & Johnson Funeral Home 
immediately after which a graveside 
ceremony will be conducted at Bel-
levue Cemetery in Lawrence, MA.

Security Cameras At Souhegan 
Not The Answer
To the editor:

A small group has signed a petition requesting the school board consider 
installing security cameras inside and outside of the building, According to 
SHS parent Lisa Kershaw, who introduced the petition at the 11/17/09 SHS 
School Board Meeting, cameras could have identified behavior that would 
have alerted staff to intervene and “may have changed the way things ended 
up happening”. 

Cameras create an artificial sense of security and would only provide a 
subjective and isolated view of a student’s behavior ”in the moment”. The 
Souhegan students involved in the Mont Vernon tragedy were well known 
to the staff, but with or without cameras, no one could have predicted that 
these students would have been involved in the events of October 4.  

Cameras would have limited use in solving thefts (although most occur 
in areas like locker rooms where there are no cameras), but the students 
would quickly figure out where they are located, so would be less likely to 
act up in these areas.  More importantly, the trusting relationship between 
SHS students and staff would be greatly undermined by the installation of 
cameras.  For the most part, the staff is alerted to inappropriate student 
activity by other students and staff. The staff reports that their relation-
ship with students is greatly enriched because the students know they are 
trusted and valued.

Any adolescent counselor will attest to trusted communication being in-
valuable between adults and students.  Along with an atmosphere of trust 
and respect between staff and students, there are a number of measures 
that have been put in place over the last 3 years to enhance campus secu-
rity at Souhegan.   

Don’t let fear motivate you to encourage the SHS Board to install cam-
eras. Let’s be rational and fund programs that would act as real deterrents 
to help students avoid inappropriate behavior.

	 	 	 	 	 Mary	Mahar
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

 

 

 

Thank You to Rep. Hodes
To the editor:

This letter is written to thank Rep. Paul Hodes for his vote on health care 
reform which will see that 96% of Americans are covered with health care 
insurance, which ends refusal to ensure people with preexisting conditions, 
and which increases choices of insurance companies by including a public 
insurance option.  There have been nightly TV anti-Hodes ads sponsored 
by the US Chamber of commerce which claim that everyone’s taxes will 
increase; however, the people who would have to pay more taxes are only 
those who earn $500,000 per year.  They are the ones who greatly benefited 
from the earlier Bush administration tax cuts.

While many Americans are being scared by lobbyist’s tactics to kill health 
care reform due to exaggerated fears of raised taxes and deficits, they don’t 
seem to be concerned about the deficits we are running for our trillion dol-
lar wars.  So far we have spent over $900 billion on the Iraq and Afghani-
stan wars.  (Go to COSTOFWAR.Com for the constantly running totals.)  
It seems to me that we need to reign in our huge war spending and use 
our taxes for positive outcomes like health care reform rather than negative 
ones like unwinable wars.  

Again thank you, Paul Hodes, for voting for a constructive use of our tax-
es by improving the chances of good health care for 96% of Americans!

	 	 	 	 	 Nancy	Iannuzzelli
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Host Homes Support Families and 
Teens
To the editor:

The Host Homes Program would like to get the word out to area parents 
and teens that we are here to support them.  It isn’t always easy to be a par-
ent or a kid.  Parents are working longer hours, a dollar doesn’t seem to 
stretch as far as it used to, and kids are looking for things to do.  While we 
can’t pretend to solve all your problems, Host Homes has many resources 
available to both teens and parents:

- Youth Resource Poster – This is a one page hand out of the resources in 
this area available, whether it is where to get your GED, job assistance, 
extracurricular activity suggestions, STD counseling, how to get a men-
tor, affordable housing assistance and more.  You can pick one of these 
posters here at Host Homes, area high schools and libraries, and more.

- Life Skills Classes – You don’t know what you need to know until you 
need it.  Yes, life skills classes are taught at the area schools, but until 
a teen is faced with moving out they may not retain the information they 
need.  We have a class available to teach kids how to get an apartment, 
a job, a bank account, and more.  Call us for the next start-up date.

- Parent Support Group – Wouldn’t you like to be able to talk to other 
parents honestly about what you’re going through and to learn some new 
strategies to work with your teenager? 

- Drug and Alcohol Awareness Group – This new program is being offered 
to area families whose teens may be struggling with dependency issues.   
This is a time for parents and teens to come together to learn about the 
dangers of chemical dependency and its consequences.

- Family Mediation – Mediation assists the family to communicate and 
work out struggles in a non-judgmental fashion. 

- Respite – Sometimes you just need a break.  Respite is a time for a teen 
to live with another family, up to 30 days, which will give you a cool-
ing off period.  In that time you begin mediation and counseling so that 
when the family is reunited you have new skills and strategies to help 
the family live together more smoothly.

Please call us at 672-1069 if you think we may be of help in your situation.  
Our services are always free.   

 
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Mary	Pat	Jackson,	Coordinator
	 	 	 	 Host	Homes

Thanksgiving Program Successful
To the editor:

We would like to thank all of the wonderful people who helped the 
SHARE Food Pantry be able to provide Thanksgiving food baskets.  This 
year SHARE gave out 285 food baskets with turkeys.  These baskets fed 
1,376 people.  This was made possible because of the generosity and con-
cern of people in our community.   We would like to thank all of the volun-
teers who helped put the baskets together and fill them, those who helped 
load the baskets and turkeys into cars, and  those who made basket deliver-
ies.  Thank you to everyone who made donations, both monetary and food.  
Your contributions helped SHARE fill the baskets.  It was wonderful to see 
all of the people dropping off food, turkeys and cash donations to help en-
sure that those in need would have a good  and happy Thanksgiving Day.  
Thank you to Milford High School for allowing SHARE to store the vast 
number of turkeys in their kitchen freezer.  And thanks to the students who 
helped to load and unload the trucks. That was a big help as we could not 
store that many turkeys in our Pantry at one time.   Once again, thank you 
to all who participated in any way to make this SHARE Thanksgiving Pro-
gram successful.  The recipients were all very grateful when they picked 
them up at the SHARE Center.  Our community showed it cares!

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Carolyn	Momenee	&	Kathi	Beane
	 	 	 	 SHARE	Food	Pantry	co-directors

AMHERST TURKEY TROT 5K
RACE SCORING: YANKEE TIMING CO., 978-430-5669
 
Place Name Ag S  Div/Tot No. Time Pace

 1 WRIGHT MICHAEL 43 M 1/26  181 17:53 5:46 
 2 DALY SAM 14 M 1/23  201 17:54 5:47 
 3 CRAVEN MATTHEW 31 M 1/10  216 18:08 5:51 
 4 DOBENS ALEX 19 M 2/23 59 19:29 6:17 
 5 GAGNON GRIFFIN 15 M 3/23 74 19:42 6:22 
 6 MCMASTER JAKE 12 M 4/23  112 19:49 6:24 
 7 BERNA KURT 38 M 2/10 18 19:53 6:25 
 8 WRIGHT JASON 30 M 3/10  179 20:01 6:28 
 9 LYNCH PATRICK 13 M 5/23  109 20:02 6:28 
 10 MERRA MIKE 50 M 1/11  212 20:05 6:29 
 11 HAWKINS COURTNEY 14 F 1/14 84 20:19 6:34 
 12 LATHROP ANDREW 28 M 1/5 100 20:41 6:41 
 13 VAMOS CSILLA 16 F 2/14  169 20:42 6:41 
 14 ALLWARDEN KEVIN 26 M 2/5 248 20:43 6:41 
 15 LONG KAREN 43 F 1/22  237 20:53 6:45 
 16 DEFOREST BERT 16 M 6/23 55 20:55 6:45 
 17 PETERSON ZACH 24 M 3/5 261 21:00 6:47 
 18 HEFFLEFINGER CARL 49 M 2/26  254 21:14 6:51 
 19 WHITTAKER BOB 37 M 4/10  229 21:22 6:54 
 20 DOLLINS DEBBIE 27 F 1/13 61 21:31 6:57 
 21 WRIGHT CASSIE 14 F 3/14  178 21:35 6:58 
 22 HEFFLEFINGER BOB 51 M 2/11  256 21:41 7:00 
 23 CAMPLIN BRADY 14 M 7/23 31 22:20 7:13 
 24 STITHAM SUSAN 43 F 2/22  163 22:22 7:13 
 25 LYNCH RYAN 13 M 8/23  110 22:27 7:15 
 26 BAIRD CANDACE 28 F 2/13 9 22:48 7:22 
 27 DEFOREST BERT m  193 22:59 7:25 
 28 O’DOWD MATT 14 M 9/23  203 23:02 7:26 
 29 O’DOWD DANNY 14 M 10/23  202 23:03 7:26 
 30 DIFATTA BRIAN 34 M 5/10  228 23:14 7:30 
 31 HADDAD DAVID 41 M 3/26  252 23:24 7:33 
 32 HARRIS BETH 36 F 1/19 79 23:29 7:35 
 33 HARRIS KURT 41 M 4/26 80 23:31 7:35 
 34 MERRYFIELD KELLY 37 F 2/19  114 23:35 7:37 
 35 DONOGHUE MICHELE 36 F 3/19 67 23:45 7:40 
 36 SALVAS DAVID 60 M 1/8 211 23:50 7:41 
 37 PETERS WILLIAM 46 M 5/26  130 23:56 7:43 
 38 CASPER PATRICK 14 M 11/23 38 23:58 7:44 
 39 PESIRIDIS CHARLIE 40 M 6/26  129 24:04 7:46 
 40 HASELHUHN JENNIFER  37 F 4/19 82 24:06 7:47 
 41 DURLING BILL 48 M 7/26  249 24:27 7:54 
 42 EWING JESSICA 10 F 1/13  258 24:30 7:55 
 43 VANHOOGAN SCOTT 31 M 6/10  240 24:31 7:55 
 44 RENATI GIOVANNI 55 M 3/11  302 24:38 7:57 
 45 BACHER BEN 13 M 12/23  217 24:48 8:00 
 46 NEAL MICHAEL 40 M 8/26  120 24:55 8:03 
 47 DEFOREST BEN 13 M 13/23 54 24:57 8:03 
 48 LEODY JOHN 63 M 2/8 219 25:00 8:04 
 49 JOYCE PAUL 52 M 4/11  257 25:02 8:05 
 50 TRUDEAU LUCIEN 69 M 3/8 225 25:04 8:05 
 51 HAWKINS BOB 47 M 9/26  208 25:07 8:06 
 52 CULLINAN DARCY 29 F 3/13 50 25:11 8:08 
 53 VORDENBERG STEVEN 47 M 10/26  175 25:14 8:09 
 54 VAN DER BEKEN GRANT 26 M 4/5 171 25:18 8:10 
 55 VAN DER BEKEN DAVID 58 M 5/11  170 25:18 8:10 
 56 THOMAS CAMERON 37 M 7/10  165 25:19 8:10 
 57 DEFOREST ANN 42 F 3/22 53 25:26 8:13 
 58 WISHART DENNIS 47 M 11/26  205 25:35 8:16 
 59 DIAMOND DAVE 45 M 12/26  301 25:40 8:17 
 60 VELINO JIM 16 M 14/23  173 25:51 8:21 
 61 BACHER ED 54 M 6/11  218 25:57 8:23 
 62 DONOGHUE JAY 36 M 8/10 66 26:02 8:24 
 63 POLLIO JACKSON 13 M 15/23  131 26:10 8:27 
 64 WRIGHT SIAOLI 11 F 4/14  182 26:25 8:32 
 65 HEDGES ALIZA 27 F 4/13  263 26:31 8:33 
 66 STERRETT PATRICK 44 M 13/26  245 26:36 8:35 
 67 MUHR DIANE 56 F 1/4 226 26:38 8:36 
 68 THENIN MICHAEL 17 M 16/23  231 26:40 8:37 
 69 COTTON COLEEN 40 F 4/22  239 26:41 8:37 
 70 POTHOFF ALAN 52 M 7/11  232 26:47 8:39 
 71 TRUDEL MEREDITH 33 F 5/19  214 26:49 8:39 
 72 JORDAN GAIL 41 F 5/22 91 26:50 8:40 
 73 RICHARDS ERICA 45 F 6/22  133 26:59 8:43 

Rep. Rowe Sponsers Tax And 
Fee Reduction Legislation

With the New Hampshire House of Representatives set to return 
for another session in January, Representative Robert Rowe, who rep-
resents the towns of Amherst and Milford, has submitted legislation 
that would bring some relief to the taxpayers of the State. Rep. Rowe is 
sponsoring a bill that would reduce the motor vehicle registration fee 
increases and sir-charges passed into law last session; legislation that 
raised fees by as much as $25.00 per vehicle.

“The motor vehicle fee increases for registration and vanity plates are 
creating a hardship for many of our citizens and businesses who can 
least afford it. The result in many cases is self defeating since many resi-
dents have chosen not to register a vehicle while some businesses have 
chosen to register vehicles out of state.”

His bill would also repeal legislation that doubles fees charged to New 
Hampshire businesses by the Department of Environmental Services. 
“Before increasing administrative fees, the State should first look to en-
acting department efficiencies,” said Rowe. “Small business is the back-
bone of the New Hampshire economy and during a down economic 
turn, fee and tax increases should never be an option,” he concluded.

Representative Rowe is the Republican Leader in the House Judicia-
ry Committee and is serving his seventh term in the New Hampshire 
House. His bill will be debated by the Legislature during the 2010 ses-
sion.

For further information call Representative Rowe at 673-2693.
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