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Celebrate the Holidays at The  
Currier With Sounds of the   
Season, Snowflakes, & Festive Art

Manchester Choral Society 
Presents A Christmas Tapestry

Manchester – The currier 
Museum of art celebrates the hol-
idays with the sounds of the sea-
son on Thursday, December 3 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The Granite state 
ringers, a handbell choir, and re-
naissance guitarist Jack nailor will 
perform in the museum. Visitors 
can stop by the Winter Garden for 
refreshments and to make a beaded 
snowflake ornament to take home. 
The drop-in art-making adult work-
shop “Beaded snowflake Orna-

ments” provides the opportunity to 
create something beautiful and fes-
tive for family or friends. addition-
ally, at 6 pm, visitors are invited to 
join a 15-minute Gallery talk “Pho-
tographs of snowflakes.” 

 admission is $10 for members, 
$15 for non-members. Price includes 
museum admission, live music, gal-
lery talk, and drop-in workshop. to 
purchase tickets visit www.currier.
org or call 669-6144 x108.

The Manchester choral society 
celebrates its 49th season of song 
with its annual “christmas tapes-
try” series of holiday concerts. 

The concerts are set for Friday, 
December 4 at 8 p.m. and saturday, 
December 5, at 7 p.m. at Bedford 
high school, Bedford. Dan Perkins 
is the conductor.

Performing will be The new 
hampshire Youth chorus conduct-

ed by Madelyn spring Gearheart, 
Bedford high school concert choir 
conducted by sue reilly and ak-
waaba traditional african Drum 
and Dance ensemble directed by 
Theo Martey.

tickets are $20/$15 for seniors and 
students and are available online at 
mcsnh.org, or by calling 472-6627, 
or at the door on concert night. 

New Sounds in December 12 & 13 
Monadnock Chorus Concert

PeterBOrOUGh - Jim shar-
rock, Monadnock chorus’s new 
music director, will feature unique 
sounds in the group’s upcoming 
performance, “a Baroque christ-
mas.”

The winter concerts will be held 
December 12 and 13 in the Peter-
borough town house. Instead of 
the usual full orchestra, the cho-
rus will be accompanied this time 
by a chamber group: string quin-
tet, two flutists, and a keyboardist 
(harpsichord and organ). This inti-
mate sound is more appropriate for 
the pieces being performed: “Messe 
pour Minuit de noel” by Marc-an-
toine charpentier, and “Magnificat” 
by antonio Vivaldi. The instrumen-
talists will also perform Vivaldi’s 
concerto for two Flutes, featuring 
heidi Baxter and holly sanders.

The other new sound in this con-
cert will be a voice: a counterten-
or. aaron russo, of surry, holds a 
bachelor’s degree in music from 
Dartmouth college, and a master’s 
degree in vocal performance from 
the University of Massachusetts. a 
countertenor’s singing voice goes 
well into the range normally re-
served for alto or even soprano. 
sharrock and russo will give a short 
lecture-demonstration at the Mo-
nadnock chorus concert, perform-
ing a movement from J.s. Bach’s 
“Magnificat.”

Monadnock chorus is proud to be 
hosting Jacob and Ian MacKay, high 
school musicians from Francestown. 
They will be providing “background 
music” during intermission to raise 
money for their upcoming europe-
an tour with new england ambas-
sadors of Music tour. Donations will 
be accepted while they play.

The concerts will be held satur-
day, December 12, at 8 p.m., and 
sunday, December 13, at 3 p.m. at 
the Peterborough town house, 1 
Grove street, Peterborough. tickets 
are available at Monadnock cho-
rus’s web site, www.monadnock-
chorus.org. ticket prices range from 
$10 to $20.

The Monadnock chorus cham-
ber singers will hold three concerts 
of their own. On Friday, December 
18, at 7:30 p.m., they will be at the 
congregational church in hancock. 
On saturday, December 19, at 7:30 
p.m., they will perform at the town 
hall in Fitzwilliam. On sunday, De-
cember 20, 2:30 p.m., they will sing 
at the rivermead auditorium, 150 
rivermead rd., Peterborough.

Gile Series Presents FREE   
Performance of An Irish Christmas

cOncOrD — The William h. 
Gile series will kick off its 2009-10 
season of Free performances with 
the acclaimed Irish ensemble Danú 
as they celebrate a traditional Irish 
christmas with an nollaig in ei-
rinn on Friday, December 11 at 7:30 
p.m.  

hailing from historic county Wa-
terford, Danú is one of the leading 
traditional Irish ensembles of today. 
Their standing-room-only concerts 
throughout Ireland are true events 
featuring high-energy performanc-
es and a glorious mix of ancient 
Irish music and new repertoire.

For over a decade, Danú’s vir-
tuoso players on flute, tin whistle, 
fiddle, button accordion, bouzouki, 
and vocals (Irish and english), have 
performed around the globe and re-
corded seven critically acclaimed 

albums. Their live DVD One night 
stand, was filmed at Vicar st. Dub-
lin. Winners of numerous awards 
from BBc and Irish Music Maga-
zine, Danú has toured throughout 
europe, the Middle east, and north 
america with stops at The holly-
wood Bowl in Los angeles, sym-
phony space in new York city, and 
major concert engagements in the 
United Kingdom, India, Israel, and 
across europe.  Danú takes its audi-
ences on a musical journey to their 
native Ireland, offering a moving 
and memorable concert experience.

all Gile series performances are 
free admission, and tickets are not 
required unless otherwise noted. 
Doors open 45 minutes before show 
time. For information call 225-1111 
or visit www.ccanh.com. 

December 11 Performance

Nowell Sing We Clear
DUBLIn – The Monadnock Folk-

lore society presents nowell sing 
We clear on Friday, December 11 at 
8:00 PM at the Dublin community 
church. 

This will be the thirty-fifth tour-
ing season of nowell sing We clear 
with its unusual songs, carols, sto-
ries, and customs. Drawn mostly 
from english-language folk tradi-
tions, the songs tell both a version of 
the events and characters involved 
in the christmas story and detail the 
customs which make up the twelve 
magical days following the return 
of the light at the winter solstice. 
Many of these ancient customs are 
the basis of the today’s holiday tradi-
tions, such as visiting and feasting, 
gift-giving, carol singing from door-
to-door and the adorning of houses 
and churches with garlands of ever-
green.

nowell sing We clear celebrates 
christmas as it was known for cen-
turies in Britain and north america 
and as it continues in many places to 
the present.  The songs come from 
an age when the midwinter sea-
son was a time for joyous celebra-
tion and vigorous expression of old-
er, perhaps pagan, religious ideas. 
There is not always a clear line be-
tween these and the rejoicing at the 

birth of Jesus bringing a fresh light 
into the world at this dark midwin-
ter time. a special and unusual treat 
is the enactment of a Mummers 
Play from Kentucky.  Performed in 
the traditional manner, the play is 
typical of folk dramas which sur-
vive to this day throughout Britain 
and north america symbolizing 
and portraying the death of the land 
at midwinter and its subsequent re-
birth in the spring.

While much of the singing is done 
in unaccompanied style, the pageant 
is also stamped with the energetic 
dance band sound of fiddle, button 
accordion, electric piano, drums, 
and concertina.  The audience will 
be given songsheets and encouraged 
to sing along, though after three de-
cades of touring in new england, a 
whole generation of young people 
have grown up with these songs 
and carols and sing along with as 
much as they can. some “new”, 
that is “different”, songs and car-
ols are introduced every year.  Per-
formers are John roberts and tony 
Barrand, known for lively presenta-
tions of english folk songs, and Fred 
Breunig and andy Davis, known in 
new england as dance callers and 
musicians.  tickets: $15/$12 (senior, 
youth & advance internet sales).

Nashua Symphony Orchestra & Chorus Present 

Family Holiday Concert with Soprano Barbara Kilduff

nashUa - On saturday, Decem-
ber 19, the nashua symphony Or-
chestra and chorus will team up 
with soprano Barbara Kilduff for 
its family-friendly holiday concert.  
The program, which includes tra-
ditional favorites and even a sing-
along, begins at 7:30 pm in nashua 
high school north’s auditorium.  
Jonathan McPhee, the nsa’s Mu-
sic Director and Principal conduc-
tor, and Diane cushing, Director of 
choral activities, will share con-
ducting duties for the evening. 

McPhee and cushing have de-
signed a program with something 
for everyone.  “It’s less a ‘pops’ con-
cert in the traditional sense than a 
fun, family-oriented program that 

will evoke all sorts of holiday memo-
ries,” said McPhee.  “all the music is 
familiar and it’ll definitely put peo-
ple in the joyous mood that makes 
this season so special.”

although there are selections 
that might appeal mostly to kids (a 
charlie Brown christmas, rudolph 
the red-nosed reindeer), they are 
also burnished with nostalgia for 
most parents as well.  There is also 
a smattering of classical works, like 
schubert’s ave Maria and holst’s 
Let all Mortal Flesh Keep silence.  
The bulk of the program is made up 
of songs straight off of the beloved 
albums of Bing crosby and John-
ny Mathis:  O, holy night, White 
christmas, Winter Wonderland, 
and others.

Diane cushing will conduct ran-
dol alan Bass’s 
christmas Flour-
ish, a dazzling 
medley of holi-
day favorites for 
full orchestra and 
chorus.  “It’s such 
an exciting piece,” 
says cushing. 
“It’s great fun.”  
she’ll lead the 
chorus in several 
other works and 
also conduct the 
smaller nashua 
choral ensemble 
in a 3-song inter-
lude.  

coloratura so-
prano Barbara 
Kilduff enjoys a 

sparkling career in opera, oratorio 
and song recital on both sides of the 
atlantic. her voice has been praised 
as “bright and “silvery”, soaring ef-
fortlessly with “crystalline colora-
tura”. an experienced and versatile 
actress, this native new Yorker now 
resides with her husband and two 
children in andover, Massachu-
setts, where she continues to add 
to her opera roles and broaden her 
repertoire in oratorio. 

national winner of the Metropol-
itan Opera council auditions, Ms. 
Kilduff went on to win first prize 
in the Munich International com-
petition and the silver medal in the 
tchaikovsky competition in Mos-
cow. she debuted with the Bavarian, 
Vienna and hamburg state Operas, 
as Zerbinetta in richard strauss’s 

ariadne auf naxos, 
a role she repeated 
in Basel, Vancou-
ver, athens and co-
logne. 

Zerbinetta was 
also her role in her 
Metropolitan Op-
era debut conduct-
ed by James Levine. 
In the same season 
she appeared as 
adele in Die Fleder-
maus, and returned 
the following sea-
son as cleopatra in 
Julius caesar under 
trevor Pinnock, 
and as Blondchen 
in Die entführung 
aus dem serail un-

der James Levine.  Maestro Levine 
conducted again at his Metropoli-
tan Opera 25th anniversary Gala 
when she performed the Laughing 
song from Die Fledermaus. 

Ms. Kilduff was first heard in 
nashua when she sang the solo in 
schubert’s Mass in G Major last 
fall.  

tickets, priced from $10 to $47, 
are available at the nashua sym-
phony Box Office, 6 church st., can 
be charged to major credit cards 
by calling 595-9156 or can be pur-
chased online by visiting the nsa 
website, www.nashuasymphony.
org. 

soprano Barbara Kilduff

Diane Cushing

Jonathan McPhee, the NSA’s Music 
Director and Principal Conductor

Think outside the box!

This holiday give something special.

creative custom picture framing

Holiday art sale Dec 3, 4 & 5

  1301 Elm St, Manchester Tues-Fri 9:30-6:00, Sat 9:30-4:00
  668.6989 Open Thursday till 8pm Dec 3, 12 & 17

Chakra Massage! 
The gift of total relaxation
Balance out the senses with this ancient massage 
therapy and enter an environment free of worldly 
stresses. Discover the seven Chakras and how 
they balance out your life...

For a Much Better You!

Salzburg Square • Route 101
Amherst, NH • 673-0404

We have Gift 
Certifi cates!

AN AVEDA CONCEPT SALON

Balance out the senses with this ancient massage 
therapy and enter an environment free of worldly 

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-8, Sat. 9-4
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Personalized Art
Let us frame a favorite 

painting, print, poster, photo 
for that extra special gift!

Bring in your own or select from our 
collection of Limited edition sports, 
landscape, wildlife, family & inspira-
tional prints, or originals, cards, & 

prints by over 35 local artists.
see our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.

“December Morning” by Myke Morton
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December 1-24:
Keyes art Group Holiday 
exhibit. Don’t miss it!!

Amherst Town Band Holiday  
Concert, December 13 at 1 p.m.

The amherst town Band will per-
form its annual concert of christmas 
holiday music on sunday, Decem-
ber13 at 1 p.m. at the congregation-
al church on the town common in 
amherst.  The concert also features 
selections by the souhegan high 

school accapella singers.
The concert is part of the town 

of amherst’s tree Lighting ceremo-
ny.  For more information about the 
band, see their web site: www.am-
hersttownband.org.

You’re Invited to a Complimentary Viewing 
of Food Inc. at 1 World Trading Co. 

111 Main Street, Nashua NH  l  www.1WorldTradingCo.com

Do you really know what is in the food you buy? Get a 
better understanding of what you are eating at our pot luck 

Food Inc. Event on
Thursday, December 3, 6pm - 8pm. 

Bring a dish if you are inclined...not required!

“purveyors of products that are good for the planet and the people” 


