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Holiday Music and Performances

A Christmas Carol Returns 
to the Capitol Center Stage Christmas At Canterbury Offers 

Traditional Holiday Magic
Canterbury — Canterbury 

Shaker Village offers a return to 
traditional Christmas with its 2nd 
annual Christmas at Canterbury, 
Saturdays, December 5th and 12th, 
3 pm to 8 pm. 

Hundreds of luminaries will light 
the way as visitors take candlelight 
strolls around the decorated Vil-
lage. Visitors can also take horse-
drawn wagon or sleigh rides (3 to 6 
pm).  Inside historic Shaker build-
ings, visitors will find handcrafted 
Christmas decorations as well as 
activities, demonstrations and per-
formances.

Visitors can visit 19th century 
physician “Dr. Seth Miller” in the 
Infirmary, the Gingerbread Show-
case in the Creamery, with a scav-
enger hunt and traditional reci-
pe sampling. Inside the Carriage 
House, visitors can see traditional 
arts demonstrations against the 
backdrop of furniture and craft ex-
hibits. Kids of all ages can try ori-

gami, ornament making, and holi-
day decorations made from Village 
grown greens. Visitors can also see 
demonstrations on broom making 
and letterpress printing.

“at a time when people want to 
find a more meaningful Christ-
mas,” Maisie Keith Daly, Coordi-
nator of events and Volunteers at 
Canterbury Shaker Village, said, 
“Christmas at Canterbury offers an 
authentic holiday experience. It’s 
one that grandparents, kids, single 
people, everyone can really enjoy 
together and recapture the wonder 
of the season.”  

The Shaker table will serve 
lunch 11:30 to 4:00, dinner 5:00 
to 9:00 (reservations recommend-
ed). Lighter fare is available at The 
Shaker box Lunch and Farm Stand. 
For a complete Christmas at Can-
terbury schedule, visit www.shak-
ers.org. 783-9511.

COnCOrD – The nebraska 
Theatre Caravan returns to Con-
cord with its delightful stage pro-
duction of Charles Dickens’ holiday 
classic a Christmas Carol, playing 
the Capitol Center for the arts on 
Thursday, December 3 at 7:30 p.m.

This fully staged musical version 
of Charles Dickens’ classic tale has 
become a yuletide tradition. The 
story was adapted for the stage by 
Charles Jones, former executive di-
rector of the Omaha Community 
Playhouse in Omaha, nebraska. 
The nebraska Theatre Caravan has 
been touring this adaptation of a 
Christmas Carol since 1979. 

a Christmas Carol features a 
spirited ensemble of 28 perform-
ers who bring Dickens’ fable of re-
demption to life on a magical set 
created by James Othuse. a full ar-
ray of timeless carols such as “God 
rest ye Merry Gentlemen,” “away 
In a Manager” and “Here We Come 
a-Wassailing” are interwoven with-
in the classic story of a tight-fisted, 
middleclass merchant ebenezer 

Scrooge and all the beloved charac-
ters from Dickens’ 1843 novel.

The heartwarming tale depicts 
Scrooge, whose values are focused 
exclusively on profit, and his con-
flicts with the struggling Cratchit 
family, whose tragic problems typ-
ified the working class during the 
Industrial revolution in Victorian 
england. The touching climax is 
based on Dickens’ belief that the ills 
of a greedy world can be healed by 
brotherhood and unselfishness.

The colorful scenery and elabo-
rate costumes faithfully recreate 
the Victorian period. exceptional 
voices, lively dancing and dazzling 
special effects like the mysterious 
spinning bed combine to create a 
spectacular holiday treat for the en-
tire family.

tickets to a Christmas Carol are 
$45, $35 and $12.50.  Family four 
packs are available for $100 (using 
the promo code “scrooge”) and can 
be purchased at the Capitol Center 
box office at 225-1111 or online at 
www.ccanh.com. 

Granite Statesmen’s 20th Annual Christmas Cabaret
At Hampshire Hills Sports and Fitness Club

The Granite Statesmen -- nash-
ua’s 12 times District champion 
barbershop harmony chorus will 
hold their 20th annual Christmas 
Cabaret shows at Hampshire Hills 
Sports and Fitness Club, 50 em-
erson road, Milford, nH, on Sat-
urday, December 19th, at 2:00 and 
7:30 pm. Hampshire Hills is a new 
and more spacious venue and the 
Granite Statesmen are excited to 
perform there.

This year’s Cabaret shows will 
again feature the 2009 Harmony 
Inc. fourth place medalist chorus 
new england Voices in Harmo-
ny, the 2009 gold medalist quartet 
Showcase, the 2004 gold medalist 
quartet Synchronicity, the string 
duo tale, plus the Granite States-
men. The Fairgrounds Middle 
School Select Choir will appear in 
the afternoon show, while the Mil-
ford High School Chorus will per-
form in the evening. Santa Claus, 
as in past years, will lead audience 
children in an on-stage sing-along.

as always, the annual Cabaret 
features a family-friendly cabaret 
environment with great food and 
beverages, plus arts and crafts pro-
vided by the ladies of the Granite 
Gems auxiliary. The show on Sat-
urday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. focus-
es more on the many children who 
usually attend. The evening show at 
7:30 p.m. is geared more towards an 
adult audience and has more holi-

day music.
new england Voices in Harmo-

ny, founded in January 2000, is an 
a cappella chorus of 35 plus wom-
en based in nashua and current-
ly ranked the area 2 champions of 
Harmony, Inc. area 2 includes all 
of new england and parts of east-
ern Canada. additionally, Voices 
is the 2009 International Fourth 
Place Medalist chorus. The group 
rehearses every tuesday evening at 
the Grace Lutheran Church, 130 
Spit brook road in nashua from 
6:30 to 9:00 pm. Many members 
have had some singing experience 
with glee clubs, church choirs or 
Community Theater before joining 
the chorus, although the vast ma-
jority are amateur singers. Harmo-
ny, Inc. is an international group of 
women whose purposes are to edu-
cate its members in the art of sing-
ing four-part, unaccompanied har-
mony in the barbershop style; to 
organize, maintain and encourage 
choruses and quartets; to give pri-
vate and public performances; to 
sponsor

contests, and to promote friend-
ship among all women. new eng-
land Voices in Harmony is co-di-
rected by founding members Debbie 
borsari and renée tramack, both 
internationally acclaimed award-
winning directors.

How fitting the name Showcase is 
for this foursome! They love to sing, 

to show their best to audiences, and 
to present special events (songs) in 
order to tug on the heart-strings of 
their listeners! In november 2009, 
Showcase became the International 
Gold Medalist Quartet and Harmo-
ny Queens of Harmony, Inc! Show-
case, an a cappella quartet, started 
singing together in March 2007. 
even though this foursome has only 
been singing together for a limit-
ed time, their combined individual 
entertainment experience brings 
them to an amazing 92 years. all 
are members of new england Voic-
es in Harmony.

Synchronicity was formed in June 
2002 with the intention of making 
beautiful music, entertaining audi-
ences, and having a great time do-
ing both! While fulfilling that in-
tention, they have experienced the 
ultimate reward - winning the gold 
medals and crowns in the 2004 
Harmony, Inc. International Quar-
tet Contest. Synchronicity has had 
the opportunity to help educate and 
entertain barbershoppers in both 
the uS and Canada, and to perform 
in some interesting and fun places 
such as Disneyland and on a cruise 
ship in Mexico! They take pride in 
bringing their unique style of music 
to people of all ages and walks of life 
and to bring music and joy into peo-
ple’s hearts.

Fairgrounds Middle School Select 
Choir (afternoon Only) is an ex-
tra-curricular vocal ensemble that 
rehearses once a week for an hour 

with an emphasis on healthy vocal 
technique and professional musi-
cianship. under the direction of 
FMS Choral Director, Mary Pispit-
sos, the Select Choir sings a variety 
of challenging and exciting music in 
three parts: soprano, alto and bari-
tone. Choir membership is open to 
any FMS student by audition only. 
The FMS Select Choir is honored 
to be invited to perform with the 
Granite Statesmen again this year 
as this event has become a favorite 
among its members.

Milford High School Chorus 
(evening Only) is a mixed chorus 
of singers in grades nine through 
twelve. In addition to the winter 
and spring concerts, the chorus 
also performs at the annual Pops 
Concert and takes its performance, 
complete with costumes and cho-
reography, on the road to local el-
ementary schools. 

They are under the direction of 
Jennifer K. erdody. 

The Granite Statesmen, directed 
by Jim Coates, is an internationally 
competitive a cappella chorus that 
has won the northeastern District 
Chorus Championship 

ticket prices for the matinee 
show are $12 for adults, $10 for se-
niors/students, and $3 for children. 
For the evening show, ticket costs 
are $15 for adults, $12 for seniors/
students, and $5 for children. tick-
ets are available by calling (603) 
886-SInG or by visiting www.gran-
itestatesmen.org.
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The Granite Statesmen a cappella chorus.

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon Society

Holds 44th Annual Christmas Bird Count
On Sunday, December 27, mem-

bers of the nashaway Chapter of 
nH audubon will join with tens of 
thousands of volunteers throughout 
north and South america to partic-
ipate in the annual Christmas bird 
Count (CbC).  For over one hundred 
years, the desire to both make a dif-
ference and to experience the beauty 
of nature has driven dedicated peo-
ple to leave the comfort of a warm 
house in the middle of winter.

each of the citizen scientists who 
brave snow, wind, or rain, to take 
part in the CbC make an enormous 
contribution to conservation. audu-
bon and other organizations use 
data collected in this longest-run-
ning wildlife census to assess the 
health of bird populations - and to 
help guide conservation action. 

In new Hampshire there are 21 
bird count areas. each count takes 
place in a designated “count circle” 
on a specific day. each count’s sur-
vey area stays the same from year 
to year, comprising a circle 15 miles 
in diameter around a central point. 
each count picks its own particular 
survey day between December 14 

and January 5. The coordinator as-
signs teams to count birds in each 
section of the circle, but if you live in 
the circle you can simply count the 
birds in your backyard. 

From backyard feeder-watchers 
and field observers to count compil-
ers and regional editors, everyone 
who takes part in the CbC does it 
for love of birds and the excitement 
of friendly competition -- and with 
the knowledge that their efforts are 
making a difference for science and 
bird conservation.

If you would like to count birds in 
the field or at your feeders, contact 
richard bielawski at 429-2537 or 
rbielawski@mac.com. 

The nashaway audubon Chap-
ter will also be holding an “Open 
Screen” night on tuesday, Decem-
ber 8 at 7pm in the downstairs the-
ater room of the nashua Public Li-
brary. Members and friends will 
share tales of recent trips, nature 
slides and photos. In addition, plans 
for the Christmas bird Count will 
be finalized. For more information 
about Christmas bird Counts go to 
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/

Special Religious Services

Advent Evening Prayers at Messiah Lutheran 
Church 

aMHerSt – Come with us as we journey though the season of advent-
-a four week period for making ourselves ready to welcome Jesus into our 
lives at Christmas. The themes of Hope, Prepare, rejoice, and Watch guide 
us as we travel from prophets fortelling the good news, to angelic visits an-
nouncing the coming Messiah, to one crying in the wilderness “Prepare the 
way of the Lord. along the way, we’ll hear stories of how Messiah’s ministry 
has touched lives in our fellowship and beyond. We’ll also share in a “Digital 
Christmas Pageant” on Dec. 20th.

you are also invited to come to advent evening Prayers (Wednesdays 
Dec. 2nd, 9th, and 16th at 7 pm), a time of quiet reflection, singing, scrip-
ture, and prayer for those in your life who are in need. This worship experi-
ence is about one-half hour in duration.

One Christmas eve there will be a 5:00 pm candlelight worship (planned 
with young ones in mind), and a second, later worship service, time  to be 
announced. For more information on any of these events, please call the 
church office.

KSC Hosts Merry Tubachristmas

Gift Consulting 
& Event Planning

Corporate & Individual
Fresh Ideas j Creative Presentation 

j Happy to Deliver j

Call Pairings to make your holidays 
special! Dedicated to supporting our 

“locals” creatively for you.

Pairings     
Susan McNary 672.4342
Maureen Patten 494.6108

info@pairingsnh.com am
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Here at Hillcrest Terrace,
neighbors become good

friends. We help take 
care of future “what ifs” 
so you have more time 

to enjoy a carefree, 
exceptional lifestyle.  

Come and discover 
the benefits of life 

at Hillcrest Terrace.

Call Maria Hutchings 
today at 603-836-2226 
for more information.

“My sisters and I wanted a
retirement lifestyle for my
parents that offered the same
quality of living they enjoyed in
their own home.  We all agreed
that Hillcrest Terrace fit the bill.
My parents have always been very
active in the local community, and
in many ways, they are more
active now than ever.”

Charlie Goodwin
with Parents Dave and Dorothy

200 Alliance Way • Manchester, NH 03102 • www.hillcrestterrace.com • 1-800-862-9490

AFFORDABLE LIVING IN A LUXURIOUS SETTING
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Keene– In 1974, Harvey G. Phil-
lips, world famous tubist and distin-
guished professor emeritus of the 
Department of Music at Indiana 
university, bloomington, Ill., found-
ed Merry tubaCHrIStMaS®. 
This year is the 36th anniversary 
of the national concerts being pre-
sented in over 200 cities throughout 
the united States and in several for-
eign countries. Phillips was inspired 
to create tubaCHrIStMaS as an 
annual event honoring his teacher, 
the late, great tubist William J. bell, 
born Christmas Day, 1902.

In 1990, Doug nelson, past chair 
of the Department of Music at 
Keene State College, began tuba-
CHrIStMaS concerts in Keene. 
Since that time, hundreds of tuba 
players, both professional and am-
ateur, have participated in this cel-
ebration of the holiday season and 
the heritage of this noble instru-
ment.

This year the free concert will 
be held on Sunday, December 6 at 
1 p.m. in the Mabel brown room 
of the L.P. young Student Center. 

The performance will feature tradi-
tional Christmas carols especially 
arranged for tubaCHrIStMaS 
by american composer alec Wild-
er, who died Christmas eve, 1980. 
Through Wilder, tubaCHrISt-
MaS concerts pay grateful tribute 
to composers who have embraced 
these noble instruments with solo 
and ensemble compositions.

Dr. Jim Chesebrough, band direc-
tor at Keene State College, will direct 
the 19th Keene tubaCHrIStMaS. 
all area tuba and euphonium play-
ers are invited to perform (please, 
no instruments other than tubas, 
euphoniums, and baritone horns). 
rehearsal will take place in the Ma-
bel brown room at 10:30 a.m. the 
day of the concert. Performers pay 
a $5.00 fee to the Harvey Phillips 
Foundation, which is a tax deduct-
ible. The concert is free.

For more information contact: Dr. 
James Chesebrough e-mail: jchese-
brough@keene.edu. you may also 
check out the tuba Christmas Web-
site: http://www.tubachristmas.
com.

The 2004 gold medalist quartet Synchronicity


