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Schools Going Public

Ethics in Australia, Souhegan Style
Peggy Silva

Dean of faculty, Souhegan high School

Social Studies’ teacher Chris Brooks lived every aspect of our Mis-
sion Statement’s commitment “to challenge and expand the com-
fortable limits of thought, tolerance and performance,” as he taught 
Business Ethics and Leadership Development courses for six weeks 
last summer at Swinburne University in Melbourne, Victoria, Aus-
tralia. As an adjunct professor in the College of Professional Studies 
at Northeastern University, Chris was selected to join the faculty 
of Northeastern’s Global Leadership Graduate Program three years 
ago. 

“This international program, analogous to an MBA, is popular 
with students from India, China, Indonesia, Thailand, Lebanon, 
Brazil, Nepal, Bangladesh, Germany, and England. They are ea-
ger to experience the American stance on leadership and ethics,” 
says Brooks. “This opportunity to work with adults of vastly diverse 
backgrounds afforded me a perspective of many different cultures 
and their worldview. This opportunity was a life-changing one for 
my students, and a defining moment in my teaching.”

One reason that Northeastern cited for selecting Chris was the 
style of teaching and learning that Chris models at Souhegan. “They 
very specifically did not want someone welded to a lectern,” says 
Chris. They wanted someone to connect several academic disci-
plines, to personalize the learning for program participants. They 
wanted to promote the use of small groups. This does not happen in 
many international universities. For instance, I had a German stu-
dent who was shocked that I would answer his questions. That is not 
a style with which he was familiar. The deans at Northeastern are 
very familiar with the need to engage students in differing ways, and 
knew that I would use that background to connect with students 
who represented a wide diversity of skills and knowledge—not to 
mention differing degrees of comfort with the English language.”

Chris was fascinated by some of the goals expressed by his stu-
dents. “Some of my students were extremely poor, and would be the 
only members of their families to attend university. Others came 
from great wealth. I became friendly with a graduate student from 
India, who plans to build a progressive school in his country. He was 
mesmerized that our high school had such a forward-thinking phi-
losophy. After I  introduced him to the principles of the Coalition 
of Essential Schools, he said that he always knew deep down that 
schools could change. We have made tentative plans for him to visit 
the United States and our high school.”

Chris says that several of the ideas he and his students discussed 
challenged him in ways he had not anticipated. “To raise ethical 
questions about choice and how we question our world took on new 
meaning when discussing a student who does not have the right to 
choose her spouse. Her brother will make that decision for her. My 
role was to ask questions that would allow her to ask her own ques-
tions. I recognize that I have a Western model of ethical consider-
ations, and ethics is particular to culture. I had to navigate many 
worlds in that one international classroom.”

Chris has been invited to return to Australia, but he will delay an-
other visit until summer of 2011.  His work in Souhegan’s Summer 
Institute is vital to him. Chris says, “I want to expand the world for 
my students in Amherst. I want to link my students to the questions 
being asked by students of the world. The future depends on the 
questions we pose. It is my job to help my students pose questions 
that will lead them to their futures.”
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Please hand in your entries to your school office 

by the deadline listed above.  Art Show and 

Open House will be Saturday, January 16 from 

1-4 pm at the Clark School Multipurpose Room.  

Snow date is January 23, same time and place.
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The Junior Leadership Group at Souhegan High School collected 
1,158  items of clothing this past week.  Fifteen advisories par-
ticipated in the drive of teen age clothes, coats & boots.  Juniors 
Merrill Poor, Nick Chiappini, Rebecca Wilson, Andrew Amrein, Aly 
McKnight and Harrison Calato sorted the clothing.
All items will be donated to the Teen Youth Center in Manchester 
as part of Child and Family Services of NH and the Upper Room 
Ministries in Nashua.

Amherst PTA Holiday Story Time a SuccessStudents in the News

Excelsior College Announces Re-
cent Graduate James F. Hammond

ALBANY, NY -- James F. Hammond, 
a resident of AMHERST,NH has earned 
an Associate in Applied Science, Ad-
ministrative/Management Studies from 
Excelsior College.

Excelsior College (www.excelsior.
edu) is an accredited, private, nonprof-
it institution that focuses on the needs 
of working adults. Its primary mission 
is to increase access to a college degree 
for adult learners by removing obsta-
cles to their educational goals. Excelsi-
or’s unique strengths lie in its acknowl-
edged leadership in the assessment of 
student knowledge. It does so by pro-
viding working adults multiple avenues 
to degree completion that include its 
own online courses and college-level 
proficiency examinations, and the ac-
ceptance of credit in transfer from oth-
er colleges and universities.

Local Teams Win Special Awards at FIRST 
LEGO® League Championship Cast of Annie Jr. Make Holidays 

Special for Local Children

A Beast in Amherst Middle School?

Auditions For Amherst PTA   
Production of Children Of Eden

The Amherst Middle School The-
ater Club is proud to announce their 
Spring performance of  “Beauty and 
the Beast, Jr.”  It is a thrilling tale of a 
beautiful young girl who runs away 
to try to find her kidnapped father.  
Meanwhile she runs into a cursed 

prince who is a  Beast!  Come and 
see AMS’s amazing show of Beauty 
and the Beast, Jr. and come find out 
what happens to Belle!   Show dates 
are March 11th, 12th, and 13th.  
Thank you for supporting our The-
ater Club.

MILFORD, NH -- The Riverbend 
Youth Company’s cast of Annie 
Jr., has decided to “Adopt a Child” 
through The Nashua Soup Kitch-
en and Shelter this holiday season 
– three children to be exact!  The 
Annie Jr. cast pitched in to purchase 
gifts and will be wrapping presents 
on Monday, December 14th at the 
Boys and Girls Club of Souhegan 
Valley.  “This is a great opportunity 
for the kids to help make the holi-
days special for a local family,” said 
Director, Meg Petersen. “The cast of 
Annie Jr. is proud to be a part of giv-
ing the gift of joy to children who 
may otherwise go without.”  

Cast in the role of Annie is Am-
herst Middle School 7th grader 
Hannah Whitney. Souhegan juniors 
Patrick O’Mara and Morganne Bent 
play Daddy Warbucks and Grace 

Farrell respectively. Amherst’s Andi 
Aiken plays Lily St. Regis while 
Milford’s Emily Borne and Nicho-
las Hammes play Miss Hannigan 
and her “bad guy” brother Rooster. 
With a huge ensemble cast of War-
bucks’ Servants, New Yorkers, and 
Orphans, this heartwarming show 
is sure to be a crowd pleaser!

The Riverbend Youth Company’s 
Annie Jr. will be performing at the 
Amato Center in Milford on Friday 
January 29th at 7:30, Saturday Janu-
ary 30th at 2:00 and 7:30, and Sun-
day January 31st at 2:00.  

Admission is $12 for adults and 
$8 for students/seniors.  Tickets 
make great holiday gifts and are 
now available through the cast or by 
calling the Director of Theater Arts, 
Robin LaCroix, at 672-1002, x20.

The Amherst PTA has announced 
that auditions for its 58th annual 
play, Children of Eden will be held 
Sunday, January 10th from 1 -3pm 
and Tuesday, January 12 from 6 –
8pm both at Clark School, Found-
ry Street in Amherst.  This musical 
version of the story of creation span-
ning 1000 years from Adam and Eve 
through Noah and his family sur-
viving the flood provides a wonder-
ful opportunity for families to par-
ticipate together in this production.    
We will be looking for talented indi-
viduals, 4th grade and up.   

An information sheet is posted on 
the PTA play website for character 
information and vocal ranges (www.
amherstpta.org/play).  Please come 
prepared to sing and dance.  Those 
auditioning will be taught a brief 
dance.  Please bring clean, comfort-
able shoes.  Sheet music is impor-
tant to bring and can be found for 
many songs on the web at sites such 
as sheetmusicdirect.com.  Those 
who would like to be considered 
for a major role are encouraged to 
sing a number from the show, or an-

other Stephen Schwartz show such 
as Godspell, Wicked, Pippin and 
Working.    CD’s of Children of Eden 
are available from Amazon.  Cast-
ing will be posted on Wednesday,  
January 13th with first rehearsal on 
Thursday, January 14th.

The Amherst PTA has not pre-
cast any roles for this show.  Prefer-
ence will be give to residents of Am-
herst and Mont Vernon if all talents 
and abilities are equal. 

The annual PTA play raises funds 
to support programs benefiting chil-
dren in the Amherst School system.  
The show is directed by Alan Ka-
plan, with choreography by Martha 
Holland and music direction by Joe 
Rojek.  Performamces are April 8 – 
11th at the Souhegan High School 
Theatre in Amherst.  If you liked Jo-
seph and the Amazying Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, you will love Children 
of Eden! 

Good luck!  Additional infor-
mation is available by contact-
ing Co-Producer Jackie O’Dowd at 
JGO100@aol.com or calling 582-
5211.

BEDFORD – Returning N.H. 
FIRST LEGO® League champions, 
The Inventioneers, will join MIT in 
January to conduct a pilot test of the 
team’s SMART steering wheel cover 
that senses the driver’s hand move-
ments, issuing  an audible alert when 
a driver is texting while driving.

FIRST® – For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technol-
ogy – seeks to encourage an inter-
est in science, math, and technology 
among students in a compressed, 
fast-paced program that includes 
designing, building, and demon-
strating a robotic solution. FIRST 
LEGO League specifically targets 
students, ages 9-14.  

The eighth annual championship 
at Bedford High School on Sunday, 
December 6 had 52 teams from New 
Hampshire present their findings 
from this year’s challenge, Smart 
Move. In addition to building a ro-
botic solution, Smart Move asked 
teams to study a selected trans-
portation safety or efficiency issue 
unique to a selected community or 
neighborhood and share their find-
ings and solution with them.  

SMARTwheel, Safe Motorist 
Alert for Restricting Texting, is one 
element of the Inventioneers solu-
tion to the state’s critical problem of 
driver texting. “Our research found 
texting drivers are 23 times more 
likely to cause an accident,” said In-
ventioneer Paige Balcom. 

Teamwork Awards (team whose 
members best demonstrate enthu-
siasm and spirit, partnering among 
themselves and among the teams, 
and problem solving skills):  Third 
Place: Team 5879, Exhausted, a 
neighborhood Amherst team spon-
sored by the Amherst Recreation 

Department in Amherst. Team 
members are Nicholas Freud, Ales-
sandro Mendola, Daniel, Matthew, 
and Rebecca O’Dowd, Ben and Sage 
Wesenberg, and Anthony Zeolie. 
Coaches are Jim O’Dowd and Rich 
Wesenberg.

Special Judges’ Awards (recog-
nize particularly innovative strate-
gies and performance) include The 
Judges’ Rookie All Star Award went 
to Team 5877, NXTreme Team, a 
neighborhood Mount Vernon team 
sponsored by the Amherst Rec-
reation Department in Amherst. 
Team members are Rylee Noorda, 
Brian and Elizabeth Apple, Tony 
Edvalson, Bryan Rose, Olivia Edval-
son, and Nick Zumbo. Coaches are 
Eric and Marie Edvalson.

 At the day-long tournament, in 
addition to presenting their research, 
teams played against each other in 2 
1/2-minute rounds on an 8-foot by 
4-foot tabletop playing field. The ro-
bots were tasked to complete up to 
11 missions associated with trans-
portation. Missions included plan-
ning efficient routes, climbing steep 
ramps, traveling on narrow bridges, 
and evaluating crashes.   

The 11-year-old program today 
has more than 14,600 teams from 
throughout the United States and 
49 other countries. Like its par-
ent organization, FIRST, the LEGO 
League gives students a real world 
challenge, asks them to provide a 
solution through hands-on experi-
mentation, and then demonstrate 
the capabilities of their robotic de-
sign. 

For more information on the N.H. 
tournament, visit http://www.bae-
systemsfirst.org/lego/.  

 We would like to thank every-
one who supported the 3rd An-
nual Amherst PTA Holiday Story 
Time.  It was a resounding success 
with an overwhelming number of 
families filling the Clark School 
Multipurpose Room to enjoy a 

festive evening.  We would like to 
thank the engaging teachers and 
parents who helped make the eve-
ning a success by reading holiday 
stories.  

We would also like to thank the 
Toadstool Bookstore for gener-

ously providing a discount on the 
books which were read that eve-
ning and included in a raffle to 
benefit Share.  We are fortunate to 
live in a community which values 
and supports our children. 

SHS Clothing Drive

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

Izzie Warren, Alison Jorden,Kylie Donohue Emerson Warren, Reid Kristufek, Ryan Korkuc, Loren 
Melle, AJ Crowe, Jack Cassidy

Irene Alton, Gerard St Amand, Janet Scagnelli, Alice Paquette, Mary Ireland, Jane Senk, Janet Davis, and  
Jennifer Eccleston (not in order).                   Courtesy PhotoPIV Shares with 

the Community
In preparation for the Thanksgiving 

Holiday, the families of the Preschool 
in the Village joined together to par-
ticipate in Sharing Circles to benefit 
SHARE. During the Sharing Circles on 
November 23 and 24, children and their 
families sang songs, chanted, and were 
encouraged to think about the things 
for which they give thanks. Then, each 
child added a piece of fresh fruit to a 
cornucopia in the middle of the circle. 
By the end, the children had created 
a veritable mountain of fresh fruit to 
donate to SHARE for local families in 
need. This exercise helps the children 
learn the valuable lesson that when each 
gives a little—together it can count for 
a lot!

The PIV currently serves about 90 
children and has been teaching the 
preschoolers of Amherst and the sur-
rounding communities since 1995. En-
rollment for the fall of 2010 has begun! 
If you are interested in learning more 
about the PIV, drop in anytime for a 
tour! Or, if you are interested in enroll-
ing your preschooler, please call 672-
3168!


