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School Public Hearings
To Residents of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon, New Hampshire:  Notice 
of Public Hearings On Proposed 
Budgets For Amherst and Souhegan 
Cooperative School Districts
Fiscal Year July 1, 2010- June 30, 2011

Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Souhegan High School Auditorium
412 Boston Post Road
Amherst, New Hampshire
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. -  Souhegan Coopera-

tive School District
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. -  Amherst School Dis-

trict

TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will 
be in session at the Town Clerk’s office at the 
Amherst Town Hall on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  

This session will be for correction of the 
checklist.  Change in party registration will be 
accepted.  Please bring proof of residence and 
identification with you.

Newcomers Club’s January 
14th Meeting

The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club will be 
hosting a coffee/tea on Thursday, January 14th 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please join us if you are 
new to the area, and would like to learn more 
about our group, or not so new and looking for 
new, exciting things to do. We are not just for 
new-to-town people. Most of our members have 
lived in the area for many years. We meet at 
Cassidy’s Grille on the second Thursday of each 
month. Website: www.nhnewcomers.com
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SportsFolio
Crotched Mt. Junior Race 
Team hosts first race with 
over 215 N.E. skiers in giant 
slalom competition.

Town & School
The Town of Amherst Deliberative 
and School District 2010 Meetings 
for February have been announced 
and are listed inside!

SportsFolio  page 14

Today’s Issue Is loaded wITh leTTers, announcemenTs, schedules & evenTs you’ve been waITIng for.
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Amherst Town Library

Ten Hours Until Dawn: A Blizzard Of ’78 
Tale Of Heroism and Tragedy

Dan Boulger Dave Rattigan Mitch Stinson

FIRST Robotics Holds Comedy 
Night Fundraiser

AMHERST – The Souhe-
gan High School F.I.R.S.T. 
Robotics Team will be hold-
ing its 9th annual Comedy 
Night Fundraiser featur-
ing some of the best com-
ics from the Boston area on 
January 16th at 7:00PM in 
the school auditorium. The 
lineup for this year includes 
three comedians. 

Boston Comedian Dave 
Rattigan’s deadpan delivery 
and quick, dry wit has made 
him a favorite at clubs, cor-
porate shows, colleges, 
theaters and fund-raising 
shows. His CD, “Dave Rat-
tigan: Thinks He’s Funny”, 
has received airplay on XM 
Satellite Radio and radio sta-
tions in the United States, 
Ireland and Australia. He 
has performed around the 
Northeast United States. He 
performs each year at the 
Boston Comedy Festival, as 
well as the top clubs in New 
England.

Mitch Stinson is a former 
aircraft-carrier aviator for 
the United States Navy who, 
as a pilot, made over 200 
carrier landings during his 
10 year military career.

Mitch has recently risen 
through the comedy ranks 

in the Northeast US by 
virtue of his original (and 
clean!) material that of-
fers unique insight into the 
transition 

from hot-shot Navy pilot 
to everyday civilian life… 
resonating with comedy 
crowds everywhere.

Hi. I’m Dan Boulger. Many 
comedians do not admit 
to writing there own bio’s. 
They just write it as if some-
one else wrote it so that they 
can have a chance to refer to 
themselves in the 3rd per-
son. I started doing stand-
up in late 2004 when I was 
a freshman in College. For 
the next couple of years I did 
shows around Boston. Then 
in 2006 I won Boston Com-
edy Festival. Then I dropped 
out of school the next day. I 
remember I had some crap 
paper due. I went up to the 
professor and said “hey I 
won a comedy festival over 
the weekend .There may be 
some college students read-
ing this.  If you ever need an 
extension give that excuse a 
shot. After that I’ve appeared 
on Comedy Central’s Live at 
Gotham, The BBC, and the 
HBO Aspen Comedy Fes-
tival. And in ’08 I’m on the 

College Humor.com and the 
Comedy Central Indecision 
college tours.

In addition to the great 
night of comedy there will 
also be a bake sale and a si-
lent auction. Please plan to 
attend and help support the 
team.

“The varsity sport for 
the mind,” FIRST Robotics 
Competition combines the 
excitement of sport with the 
rigors of science and tech-
nology. Under strict rules, 
limited resources, and time 
limits, teams of 25 students 
or more are challenged to 
raise funds, design a team 
“brand,” hone teamwork 
skills, and build and pro-
gram robots to perform 
prescribed tasks against a 
field of competitors.  It’s as 
close to “real-world engi-
neering” as a student can 
get. Volunteer professional 
mentors lend their time and 
talents to guide each team. 
Souhegan’s F.I.R.S.T.  team 
has been Competing for 15 
years, and has had great suc-
cess in the regional compe-
tition and at national events. 
Please help us keep this 
valuable program alive.

 

AMHERST – As part of the 
“It’s All About Winter” adult eve-
ning series at the Amherst Town 
Library this January, lecturer and 
award-winning author Michael 
Tougias presents the program, 
“Ten Hours Until Dawn: A Blizzard 
of ’78 Tale of Heroism and Trage-
dy ” on Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m.  During the height of 
the Blizzard of 1978 the pilot boat 
Can Do, with five men onboard, 
set out from Gloucester to assist a 
lost Coast Guard boat and an oil 
tanker that was in a Mayday situ-
ation.  Ten Hours Until Dawn, the 
book and the presentation, tells the 
story of what happened on that aw-
ful night when the seas were pro-
ducing monstrous waves of 40 feet 
and the wind was screaming at 100 
miles per hour.

Michael Tougias is the author of 
19 books including Ten Hours Un-
til Dawn.  Using slides of the boats, 
the men involved, and photos of the 
storm, Tougias will take the viewer 
on a narrated gripping slide presen-
tation through this incredible night 
where many lives hung in the bal-
ance.  With the aid of maps, Tou-
gias lets the audience see the pro-
gression and location of these boats 
off the Massachusetts coast, and 
explains what happened and why.

This is one of the few ocean trag-
edies where we know exactly what 
happened due to the existence of 
audio recordings which were taped the night 
of the storm and feature both the voices of 
men of the Coast Guard and the Can Do.  
The tapes span a ten hour period during the 
men’s fight for survival.  Tougias will play 
some of the tapes at the presentation. 

Praise for the book Ten Hours Until 
Dawn includes a Booklist re-
view which said: “The 
best story of peril at sea 
since Sebastian Jung-
er’s Perfect Storm.  Su-
perb!  And from former 
Governor Michael Duka-
kis: What a story!  Tougias’ 
research and writing make 
the reader feel as if they were 
on board the Can Do during 
the Blizzard of ’78.  Ten Hours 
Until Dawn is a gripping book 
about a fascinating event of 
courage and tragedy.”  And, Na-
thaniel Philbrick, National Book 
Award Winner, says “the book is 

an incredible tale of heroism and sacrifice.” 
Tougias explains his interest in survival 

stories, “Researching history and true sto-
ries is similar to being a detective who must 
solve a mystery…I’m particularly interested 
in how an individual manages to keep going 
in the face of overwhelming odds.  I think 

all readers want to know mindsets 
and techniques that survivors used, 
and in many instances those tech-
niques can be used by any indi-
vidual when they are faced with a 
difficult challenge.”

This program is made possible 
by a grant from the New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council and 
is free and open to the pubic.  
You can register for this spe-
cial evening by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by 
visiting our website at 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar 
of Events”.

Mosquitoes Will Be Coming
Mosquito Surveillance & Control 2010 
The Importance of Prevention

AMHERST – It’s hard to 
believe but in just a few short 
months, soon after the vot-
ers leave the polls, the birds 
will be starting to sing and 
flowers beginning to bloom, 
but lurking among the beau-
tiful signs of spring is a po-
tential threat to the Am-
herst community. Because 
of the recent emergence of 
West Nile virus and Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE) 
in the United States, many 
New Hampshire localities 
have implemented aggres-
sive plans for mosquito sur-
veillance and control to pro-
tect citizens from this virus, 
which may spread through-
out the state as the weath-

er warms. West Nile virus 
is spread to birds, humans, 
horses and other mammals 
through the bite of infected 
mosquitoes. 

Seventy-three mosquito 
batches, six birds, seven ani-
mals and one human tested 
positive in 2009 for EEE last 
year in New Hampshire. The 
positive results were found 
in different cities and towns 
throughout the state and up 
significantly from 2008. Ac-
cording to Amherst’s Health 
Officer Brian Gleason, “I 
would not be surprised to 
find more positive crows in 
New Hampshire this year” 

Mosquito collection trap

Amherst Starts Celebrating 250th Anniversary Year
AMHERST – On Sunday, January 17th the celebration begins to commemorate the 

250th Anniversary of the incorporation of the Town.  It will begin at two o’clock on 
the Village Green as school children gather for an event entitled “Help us Light the 
250th Celebration”.   

At three o’clock the Heritage Commission will host the 250th Commemorative 
Ceremony in the sanctuary of the Amherst Congregational Church.  The program 
will include several brief presentations, music, and a Proclamation by the Governor, 
followed by a reception in the community room. More on page 3.

Continued on page 8  u

Skating at the “Buck” Buchanan Field

Author Michael Tougias will narrate a slide presenta-
tion on “Ten Hours Until Dawn” 

AMHeRST CiTizeN PHoTo

Angela Hornor and her children, Carolyn and Thomas skate at the newly constructed ice rink at the Creeley 
“Buck” Buchanan Field on Middle Street.

Souhegan Honor Roll
Results of the Souhegan High School First 
Trimester Honor Roll are included in this  
issue with 371 students listed.

Blue Hill Brass
View video clips from the January 10th 
performance at the Amherst Town 
Library, co-sponsored by the 250th 
Amherst Celebration Committee.

www.amherstcitizen.com  


