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Commentary

Your Legislature Returns To Work
On January 6, 2010, elected members of the New Hampshire House and 

Senate return to work in the second year of the legislative term. Approxi-
mately 760 bills have been filed. By our Constitution all bills must have a 
public hearing, be voted on in committee and on the House or Senate floor 
or both. In New Hampshire we can not pocket bills. Here are a few bills 
submitted:

There are a substantial number of tax and fee reduction bills to reverse 
a few of the 38 increases enacted in 2009: vehicle registration, the camp-
ing tax, LLC tax, and business enterprise tax.  There are bills to reduce the 
budget in an amount to equal the reduced taxes. One new tax is being re-
quested, that of a soft drink beverage tax.

Marriage and family will be an issue with bills to define marriage, elimi-
nating the crime of adultery, and repealing same sex marriage. There is one 
bill that deserves watching; that is to define an unborn child.

One bill is for the elimination of legislative mileage and out of state trav-
el. Out of state travel has increased five fold in the past three years. It will 
be interesting to see if legislators are willing to eliminate the mileage allow-
ance for commuting to and from Concord.

There is an anti-smoking bill that will make it illegal to smoke on beaches 
in state parks.

When a divorce or family matter is heard by a marital master, as is usu-
ally the case, there is a bill to require the judge who approves the master’s 
recommendation to actually read the recommendation before approving 
it. In the area of marital masters, there are bills for the removal of certain 
masters.

In the miscellaneous category, bills have been submitted to name bridges 
for fallen military members, giving workers the choice to join a union, and 
the ever recurring motorcycle helmet bill.

With the likelihood of our state going into the next fiscal budget one bil-
lion dollars in the hole, this year will be a fascinating legislative and politi-
cal year for both fiscal as well as social issues.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Submitted	by	
	 	 	 	 	 Representative	Robert	H.	Rowe
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst	and	Milford

KEITH WILSON ANN M. WERNERSBACH

Obituaries

Keith Wilson, 24 
years old, died peace-
fully, surrounded 
by his family, at the 
Community Hospice 
House in Merrimack 
on December 30th 
from complications 
related to his 5-year 
recovery from brain 
cancer.

Keith was born at 
home on May 2, 1985 
in Nashua, NH.  He 
spent his early child-
hood years in Wilton 
and lived in Amherst 
for the past 14 years.  
He was a 2003 gradu-
ate of Souhegan High School.

Keith was an inspiration to those 
around him for his unwavering abil-
ity to express love, gratitude, and joy 
in each moment of his life.  He em-
braced the challenges of cancer and 
short-term memory loss with hu-
mor and grace, saying “It could be 
worse!” and continuously thanked 
his mother, father, caregivers, and 
doctors.

Keith was a free spirit who valued 
his family above all else and enjoyed 
simple pleasures.  Prior to his ill-
ness, he was an inquisitive, athlet-
ic young man who enjoyed friends, 
math, music, Frisbee, mountain 
biking, hockey, skiing, and playing 
the drums.  After his illness he con-
tinued to enjoy solving the Rubik’s 
cube, playing card games, eating ice 
cream, and volunteer work.

His loving fam-
ily includes his 
parents, Geoffrey 
and Mary (Black) 
Wilson, sisters Mi-
chelle, Heather 
and Danielle Wil-
son, brother-in-law, 
Nate Folan, as well 
as his grandpar-
ents, Raymond and 
Evelyn Wilson, and 
Ella Black, along 
with many loving 
aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.

In lieu of flowers, 
the family would 
ask that donations 

be made to Stepping Stones, which 
has been such a beautiful part of 
Keith’s life for the past 5 years, 
http://www.krempelsfoundation.
org/steppingstones.shtml or Com-
munity Hospice House, http://www.
hhc.org which provided a warm and 
loving environment for Keith to 
spend his final days.

A mass of Christian burial will 
be held at St. Patrick’s Church, 34 
Amherst Street, Milford, NH on 
Saturday, January 2nd at 10:30 am.  
Immediately following the funeral 
mass, a celebration of his life will be 
held at the Crowne Plaza, 2 Somer-
set Parkway, Nashua, NH.  You may 
attend one or both.  Smith & Heald 
Funeral Home, 63 Elm Street, Mil-
ford, is handling arrangements.  To 
leave an online condolence, please 
go to www.smith-heald.com

Ann M. Werners-
bach, 81, resident of 
Blauvelt, New York, 
died January 2, 2010 
at the Milford Medi-
cal Center, Milford, 
NH.

She was born in 
Brooklyn, NY on De-
cember 14, 1928, a 
devoted daughter of 
the late Joseph and 
Caroline (Bernardo) 
Volpe.

Mrs. Werners-
bach made her home 
in Blauvelt, NY for 
more than 40 years and had been 
employed as a secretary for the FBI 
for over 20 years.

She was a communicant of St. 
Catharine’s Church, Blauvelt, NY.

Family members include her hus-
band of 49 years, Richard P. Wer-
nersbach of Blauvelt, NY; a daughter 

and son-in-law, Kim 
& Patrick Adams 
of Amherst, NH; a 
son, Eric Werners-
bach of Jersey City, 
NJ; three grand-
children, Morgan, 
Dylan and Madison 
Adams; a sister, An-
toinette Fuschillo 
of Fort Pierce, FL; 
a brother, Joseph 
Volpe of Marlboro, 
NJ; many nieces 
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations in her 

memory may be made to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN  38105.  
Smith & Heald Funeral Home, 63 
Elm Street, Milford, NH, is han-
dling arrangements.  To leave an on-
line condolence, please go to www.
smith-heald.com

Call Maria Hutchings 
today at 603-836-2226 
for more information.Charlie Goodwin

with Parents Dave and Dorothy

1-800-862-9490

Call Betsey Tomaswick
today at 603-836-2300
for more information

Quality Furniture Since 1979

30 Hammond Rd., Milford
(603) 673-7972 

www.willettefurniture.com
e y

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New year! 

Amherst Starts Celebrating 
250th Anniversary Year

AMHERST – A very special and 
unique celebration will be held on 
Sunday, January 17th to commem-
orate the 250th Anniversary of 
the incorporation of the Town.  It 
will begin at two o’clock on the Vil-
lage Green as school children gather 
for an event entitled “Help us Light 
the 250th Celebration”.   A “Com-
memorative Tree” will then be lit 
in remembrance of all the Amherst 
residents who have gone before us 
- as well as in honor of members of 
our own generation - who have pre-
served Amherst’s treasured tradi-
tions while working tirelessly for 
the good of the Town.  Our last wish 

is that the lights on the Commem-
orative Tree will serve as a guide as 
we look toward the future. 

At three o’clock the Heritage 
Commission will host the 250th 
Commemorative Ceremony in the 
sanctuary of our historic Congre-
gational Church.  The program will 
include several brief presentations 
from local historians as well as the 
wonderful voices of Jim Emmond’s 
“Amherst Village Singers” and 
the lovely piano of Kimberly Vars.  
Amherst  has also received a Proc-
lamation by his Excellency John H. 
Lynch, Governor of New Hamp-
shire which will be read by long-

time Amherst resident, Thomas 
Grella.  A reception will be held in 
the community room following the 
program.

The Heritage Commission and 
the 250th Anniversary Committee 
are extremely grateful to Rev. Rich-
ard Leavitt and members of the con-
gregation for their warmth and gen-
erosity in allowing us to celebrate 
in the sanctuary of the Church. We 
would like to encourage all citizens 
to attend and hope you will con-
tact Carolyn Quinn - 673-3308 or 
ccq02@comcast.net if you need ad-
ditional information.

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The 2010 Annual School District Meetings
For Residents of the Town of Amherst
Amherst School District – First (Deliberative) Session:

Thursday, February 4, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Souhegan High School
Amherst School District – Second (Voting by Official Ballot) Session:

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at Souhegan High School

For Residents of the Town of Amherst and Mont Vernon
Souhegan Cooperative School District – First (Deliberative) Session:

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Souhegan High School
Souhegan Cooperative School District – Second (Voting by Official Ballot) Session:

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at Souhegan High School and Mont Vernon Village School

For Residents of the Town of Mont Vernon
Mont Vernon School District Meeting:

Friday, March 12, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Mont Vernon Village School

Town Deliberative Meeting
Amherst Town Deliberative Meeting

Wednesday, February 3 at 7 p.m.
at Souhegan High School

www.amherstcitizen.com

Sonshine Inn
Kindergarten and Preschool

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2007—2008
• Half Day Classes for 3-6 Year Olds   • Experienced Staff, Registered Nurse   
• Extended Care from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. • Security System
• Well Equipped, Fenced Play Area •Structured, Age-Appropriate Classes

“We make academics FUN!”
Call to check our tuition rates and compare

672-1541
134 Hollis Rd. (Route 122)

Amherst, NH 03031
www.sonshineinn.org

or 3-6 Year Olds   • Experienced Staff, Registered Nurse   
 p.m. • Security System

a •Structured, Age-Appropriate Classes
“We make academics FUN!”• Half Day Classes for 3-6 Yr Olds

• Affordable Extended Care Until 2:30pm
• Nurturing Christian Environment

• Strong Foundational Skills Development
• Reading Readiness Focus
• Field Trips, Outdoor Fun & Performances

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2010 - 2011
OPEN HOUSE JAN 27TH, 28TH (29TH SNOW DATE)

Tour School ~ Meet Teachers ~ Special Offer/Referral Incentive

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Next Issue:  January 26
Deadline:  January 19


