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Upcoming Children’s Room 
Programs:

Upcoming January Events at the 
Amherst Town Library’s Children’s 
Room

Storytime for babies, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers will resume on January 5th. We 
will be having storytime for babies on Tues-
days from 10-10:30am and at 11:15-11:45am for tod-
dlers. Both storytimes will feature songs, stories, finger-
plays and dancing. Preschool storytime will take place 
on Wednesdays from 11:30am till noon. No registration 
is required for storytime, so stop by anytime!

On January 28th, at 3:45pm, join us for the Book 
Bunch. The Book Bunch is a new bookclub for children 
ages 6 to 8. We read stories and make some nifty crafts, 
so please register on the library’s Calendar of Events 
(http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us/) for all the fun. There 
will also be two crafty workshops that are coming up 
that are just for teens and tweens (ages 11-18), which 
will require registration. In the first workshop, which 
will be held on January 13th at 3pm, kids will learn how 

to make funky necklaces out of pa-
per clips, scrap booking paper, and 
junk mail. The second workshop will 
be held on January 27th at 3pm, so 

if you have a teen or tween that loves 
the smell of cucumber melon or pear-

berry then they should definitely join 
us in making their very own soap. We’ll 

have all kinds of shapes (duckies, seashells 
and hearts) along with different colors and 

scents.

Upcoming 2010 programs:
• Family Game Night
• Toddler Dance Party
• Babymouse Extravaganza
• Dolly Tea Party
• Make Your Own Comics Workshop

Please come in and check out some of the new books 
and video games that we’ve added to the collection. We 
also have a box full of fun math games that kids can 
play with their families, such as Blokus, Battleship, and 
Mancala.

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s About Conservation

Hopeful Cries In The 
Wilderness

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

We should not let our fears hold us back from 
pursuing our hopes.

— John F. Kennedy

I certainly am no prophet.  If I were, I’d be hard 
pressed to decide which side of my mouth to speak 
from.  That would be something like the face over a 
proscenium arch – one side a happy, smiling coun-
tenance and the other, sad reflecting tragedy.  But 
the year is young so I’ll take the hopeful posture.  
Nevertheless, at times I feel, as Isaiah must have 
felt, when he called out as a voice crying in the wil-
derness.

Our wilderness here is one of blacktop and roof 
tops.  New roof tops bring nice new families, SUVs, 
and school kids to town.  They demand better roads 
and places for team sports.  Sometimes the new 
families remember that it was the open spaces and 
natural qualities of the town that drew them here.  
Five years ago the now-old families voted for pro-
tecting open spaces with a bonding authorization.  
Most of the land we hoped to protect would stay as 
natural habitat but some would be for team sports.  
Playing fields, as open space, are not the same as 
woodlots but they don’t sprout houses either. 

Due to various reasons, we were not very suc-
cessful in working with a few willing sellers, effect-
ing only one purchase in five years amounting to 
less than five percent of the authorization.  Now 
that bond authorization is on the verge of expiring.  

Should a new authorization go on the town meet-
ing warrant?  Yes!  Even if few prospective sellers 
interested in preserving open space came forward 
in the last five years and none is waiting in the 
wings at this moment, it is important to have ready 
access to protection funds for when they do.

Was there ever a good time to increase indebt-
edness?  No.

Was there ever a time not to save habitat and 
open space?  No.

Will there ever be a day when protection costs 
less than today?  Probably not.

There are those two faces again – joy in preserv-
ing – anxiety in borrowing.  Yes, future tax pay-
ers would foot the bill for land protection for a fi-
nite time.  Yes, future residents will enjoy the trails, 
woods, and fields forever.  As I said, I’m no prophet 
but I am hopeful that our town leaders and we vot-
ers will continue to enable future land protection 
steps.

Enjoy your trails wherever they may lead in a 
year of prosperity, happiness, health and hope.
If winter comes, can Spring be far behind 

– Shelly Hope
“Of all the forces that make for a better
world, none is so powerful as hope.
With hope, one can think, one can
work, one can dream.  If you have hope,
you have everything.”

Amherst Town Library

Inexpressible Tenderness and Fragile Delicacy:  
Exploring The Themes of Winter and Love

Looking for something wonder-
ful and exciting to do on those cold 
wintery afternoons in January and 
February?  We invite you to come to 
the Amherst Town Library, which 
offers a warm and comfortable set-
ting, to explore the themes of win-
ter and love.  “Inexpressible Tender-
ness and Fragile Delicacy: Exploring 
the Themes of Winter and Love,” is 
a four part series scheduled for four 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room of 
the library.  Offered by Nancy Bak-
er, this series is an interdisciplinary 
exploration of two themes: Winter 
(January 20 & 27) and Love (Febru-
ary 10 &17).  [A snow date of Febru-
ary 24 is set aside if needed.]  The 
program is similar to the approach 
used in Nancy’s interdisciplin-
ary course Myth and Idea, taught 
for many years at Souhegan High 
School.  It uses an essential question 
to link ideas about and expressions 
of a universal theme.  The format 
is interactive, being both informa-
tive and a sharing of ideas about 
art, philosophy, literature, mythol-
ogy and classical music.  No previ-
ous study of any of the disciplines 
or specific works is expected, and 
all in-class and follow-up materials 
are provided.  You are welcome to 

attend any or all of the sessions. 
Henry David Thoreau said that 

“Many of the phenomena of winter 
are suggestive of an inexpressible 
tenderness and fragile delicacy.”  
For January, in this interdisciplin-
ary series we will explore the time 
of year when we often feel most 
delicate and tender.  The first two 
sessions will focus on the essen-
tial question, ‘Is winter a season or 
a state of mind?’  We will read five 
poems by Shakespeare, Emerson, 
Frost, and Hayden, listen to some 
of the “Winter Concerto” from Viv-
aldi’s The Four Seasons, consider 
tales of winter from Greco/Roman 
and Welsh mythology and the Ar-
thurian Romance, and look at about 
20 paintings from the history of 
Western art depicting winter.

In February, the final two sessions 
of the series will consider the essen-
tial question, “Is a kiss the ultimate 
mind/body connection?”  We will 
read Anton Chekhov’s short story 
“The Kiss” and John Donne’s son-
net “Image and Dream.”  Then we 
will explore the question further 
through the myth of Cupid and 
Psyche, briefly consider the philo-
sophical issue of the mind/body 
problem, and view 30 works which 
trace the history of Western art 

from Egyptian statuary to Pop Art, 
all featuring couples.

Nancy Baker, recently retired 
teacher, is one of the Founding Fac-
ulty at Souhegan High School.  Dur-
ing her time at the school, Nancy 
taught Mythology, History of Ideas, 
Philosophy, Ancient History, and 
Latin.  She was runner up as New 
Hampshire Teacher of the Year in 
2004.  A Classical Languages major 
at Harpur College, SUNY at Bing-
hamton, Nancy continued gradu-
ate work in Egyptology at Brown 
University.  She also worked in the 
Research Department at Colonial 
Williamsburg, was Director of Re-
search at the Historic Annapolis 
Foundation, and is the author of 
several articles on early Annapolis, 
Maryland, silversmiths in the 18th 
century, and colonial ship chan-
dlery.

This series is sure to bring a sense 
of wonder and delight to the cold 
days of winter!

 The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

Town News

Art Exhibit at Town Library
The Friends of the Amherst Library Art Exhibit for 
Mid-January through February feature the Souhegan 
Valley Quilter’s Guild.

Shown here is a detail of “There’s a Dragon in 
My Closet,” a Row Robin quilt by Elizabeth Jones, 
of Mont Vernon. It won the Viewer’s Choice 
Award at the most recent Quilt Show, which was 
held in 2008.  

 Enjoy the warmth of 
colorful textile art as the 
Souhegan Valley Quilter’s 
Guild presents a selection 
of beautiful quilts in a vari-
ety of sizes and styles. A re-
ception will be held at the li-
brary on Sunday, January 31, 
from 2:00 to 4:00pm. All are 
welcome to come meet the 
quilters and enjoy light re-
freshments. 

The Souhegan Valley 
Quilter’s Guild (SVQG) be-
gan in 1984. The founder, 
Marjorie Johnson, a mem-
ber of the New England 
Quilter’s Guild, started a 
chapter of the Guild in the 
Amherst area for the pur-
pose of sharing and teach-
ing quilting techniques in 
order to preserve the art of 
quilting. Twenty-five years 
later, SVQG is going strong 

with sixty members from 
all over the area. The group 
meets every other Thursday 
night and on the first Fri-
day morning of the month 
at the Unitarian-Universal-
ist Church on Elm Street in 
Milford. 

 Every two years SVQG 
presents a Quilt Show, which 
gives the members a chance 
to share some of their favor-
ite quilts with other quilt 
lovers. The next Quilt Show 
is scheduled for May 21 and 
22 from 10:00 to 4:00 pm 
at the Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Amherst. SVQG 
will have a colorful quilt 
display, quilting vendors, a 
handmade quilt turndown, 
and raffle fundraiser. For 
more information on SVQG 
you can visit their web site at 
www.nhquilts.org   

STRENGTH �  STABILITY �  PERFORMANCE

Call us for details.  

                 Peter C. Camello
350 Main Street, Nashua, NH 03060
 (603) 883-1587   F (603) 881-8506
  peter.camello@foyinsurance.com
           www.foyinsurance.com

Ask our local, professional independent agent about the 
unique products and services we offer.

✓ Accident Waiver benefit
at no charge

✓ Homeowner Advantage
Program with unique 
premium discounts

You Deserve it Right and
You Deserve it Now
✓ Auto & Home Package
Discounts

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Cabin Fever?
We host book discussion groups in a 

wide range of genres for all ages. Don’t 
see one to your liking? Start your own 

– it’s easy – just give us a call.
—————

elaine isaak
Fri., Jan. 22, 7 p.m.

The local science fiction-fantasy 
author returns to sign and discuss, 

“The Bastard Queen”. Elaine swears 
she is not committing ‘trilogy’.

—————

reMeMber!
We have a wide selection of 

discounted books, new, used, and 
remaindered, too! Cards, Calendars, 
Music, and DVD’s. Visit our website 
for inventory, specials, and events.

Happy NEW yEaR!
—————

www.toadbooks.com

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

Facing Divorce?
Choose a path that minimizes 
harm to children:
� Collaborative Law
� Unbundled Services
� Mediation

Amherst � phone 672.0770 
www.nhdivorce.com

Wilton – phone 654-5000
www.nhdivorce.com

Begins January 9th
Winter Sale

sale does not apply to prior purchases.

The

CloThes
 CloseT

C L O T H I N G  &  A C C E S S O R I E S

Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, 
Milford | 673-3198 50%

OFF

If you’re looking for tax-free opportunities for retirement, 
now is a great time to talk because tax law changes have 
created new reasons to consider converting to a Roth 
IRA, including:

No income limit on conversions❚❚

Ability to split your conversion amount equally and ❚❚

report it as income for tax years 2011 and 2012

Your retirement SavingS maY Benefit
from new 2010 tax Law ChangeS.

Call today to discuss how this opportunity may benefit you.

www.edwardjones.com/rothconversion
Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Chris Marcucci
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010

6 for $20
SIX MONTHS FOR $20 PER 

MONTH
With Joining Fee & EFT sign-up

Valid only January 25, 2010
No refunds.  No cash value.  

For new members.

May not be combined with other offers.

FREE Open House Jan 25
Come dressed to exercise

Class Schedule 
Morning: 8:00am & 9:15am*

Afternoon: 12:00 noon, 4:25pm
Evening: 5:30pm & 6:35pm

*Childcare Available

Amherst Jazzercise
5 Northern Blvd. Unit 3

Amherst, NH 03031
Amherstjfc.com  (603) 882-2066

Clubs, Civic Organizations, Non-Profits please submit your 
publicity to The Amherst Citizen: news@amherstcitizen.com


