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Music
Trumpet player Greg Hopkins and Berklee 
College of Music Concert Jazz Orchestra 
will perform at Souhegan Jazz Night on 
Friday February 12 at 7:00pm.

Library
Sundays at 4 Music Series
America’s Musical Heritage:   
250 Years of History

Schools  page 13

Amherst town And schools deliberAtive meetings FebruAry 2nd, 3rd And 4th. – don’t miss them!

Town News  page 4 Town News  page 8

Historic Amherst
Moulton’s Market was once a three 
story brick building housing an iron 
foundry. 

250th Anniversary
Celebrating Amherst’s history on  
January 17, 2010 at the historic  
Amherst Meetinghouse

Celebrating 250th  page 9

Wilkins School

Fourth Grade Geography and Spelling Bee Winners

Town Budget, Roads, Open Space and Playing Fields 

Emerson and The Edible Landscape

Amherst Town Library

Trustees Seek Funds for Cemetery Design, Construction

Nick Garcia Wins Wilkins School Spelling Bee
AMHERST – On January 14 at the 2010 Scripps National Spelling Bee 

at Wilkins School fourteen finalists were on the stage to test their spelling 
skills. In the first phase of the contest 180 fourth graders took a written qual-
ifying test.  From that test the finalists were determined and they included 
Brittany Drew, Mann Arnold, Helen St. Cyr, Steven Mason, Christina Nick-
erson, Andrew Frischknect, Jacob Verall, Molly Saturley, Kaylyn Dickinson, 
Nick Garcia, Danielle Fiebke, Allison Heins, Kate Hollister, and Ben Wesen-
berg. They took turns spelling words such as, significant, tolerant, centen-
nial, larynx, rutabaga and ineffable.  After six rounds two students were left, 
Nick Garcia and Steven Mason.  They went head to head spelling circuitous, 
analgesic, photosynthesis, paramecium and latitudinarian. Nick Garcia won 
the contest spelling anticoagulant correctly.  Steven Mason was the run-
ner-up.  Nick will represent Wilkins School at the Regional Spelling Bee in 
Nashua in March.  The spelling bee is coordinated by Mrs. Zall.  
Ben Carnick Is Wilkins School Geography Bee Champion 

Nine finalists in the National Geographic Geography Bee took the stage at 
Wilkins School on January 6 to answer some very hard geography questions.  
The finalists were Danielle Fiebke, Sean Corrigan, Jonathan Snow, Kyle Ar-
chambault, Chase Woods, Ben Carnick, Silas Howe,  Cooper Jay and Cade 
Facey.  To answer the questions students needed a broad knowledge of fea-
tures such as Puget Sound, Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River, and the 
Rio Grande.  In later rounds they had to identify in which European Capital 
city Gorky Park was located, and which country on the Balkan Peninsula ex-
ported the most cotton.  

The winner was Ben Carnick who will go on to compete at the state level.  
Mrs. Bacon coordinated the geography bee.  

Is There Value 
In Your Old 
And Rare 
Books

AMHERST – As part of the 
“Cleaning House” adult evening 
series at the Amherst Town Li-
brary this February, Propri-
etor Ken Gloss of the national-
ly known Brattle Book Shop in 
Boston presents the program, “Is 
There Value in Your Old and Rare 
Books” on Tuesday, February 9th 
at 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  As the owner 
of America’s oldest continuously 
operated antiquarian book shop 
and one of its largest, Ken Gloss 
is a frequent book appraiser on 
PBS’ Antiques Roadshow.  At his 
February talk at the Library, he 
will discuss the joys of collect-
ing, the history of his shop, share 
stories about authors, books and 
collectors.  His popular presen-
tations are filled with anecdotes 
and memories of books sought 
and books found.  He brings 
many examples of books and 
ephemera that he’s acquired over 
the years such as the poster of the 
play the night that Lincoln was 
assassinated, the sales brochure 
for the Titanic and the program 
from the 1918 game, the last time 
the Red Sox won the World Series 
before their 2004 and 2007 wins.   
Following his talk he will enter-
tain questions from the audience 
and then give free appraisals to 
those who have brought some of 
their own old books.  You will not 
want to miss this informative and 
entertaining presentation.

The Brattle Book Shop was 
founded in 1825.  Ken’s parents 
bought the bookstore in 1949 and 
he helped out from the time he 
was a child.  He’s been told that 
his first word was “book”…and no 
wonder!  He grew up in Dorches-
ter, went to the prestigious Bos-
ton Latin School, U Mass Am-
herst and was accepted to a PhD 
program in chemistry at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.  When his 
father took sick he postponed and 
eventually scrapped those plans 
before his father passed away.  “I 
haven’t regretted the change in 
career plans for a moment,” says 
Gloss.  “Everyday I get to be like 
Jim Hawkins in Treasure Island 
by getting to visit people’s homes 
and finding engaging people as 
well as interesting books to buy.” 
He is a past President of the Anti-
quarian Booksellers Association 
of America’s New England Chap-
ter. He also sits on the Associate 
Board of the Boston Public Li-

brary. Ken Gloss appraises books 
and libraries for Harvard, Bos-
ton University, Boston College, 
Northeastern, Simmons, Suffolk, 
Tufts, Babson, Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, the FBI and 
others.  

More information about the 
shop can be found at www.brat-
tlebookshop.com.  The Brat-
tle Book Shop is located in the 
Downtown Crossing section of 
Boston, not Cambridge, as many 
a person who knows there’s a 
Brattle Street there assumes.  “I 
wish I had a dollar for every fran-
tic call we’ve fielded from visi-
tors searching for us in Harvard 
Square,” exclaims Ken. 

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting 
our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

AMHERST – Last year of the 2,333 
voters casting ballots on election day, 
only 589 supported the Cemetery 
Trustees’ request to raise $15,000 to 
survey and plan for roads, plots, utili-
ties and grading of Forestview ceme-
tery.

Well, the Trustees, Peter Bergin, 
Marie Grella and William Belvin will 
try again this year to raise the needed 
funds so the initial phase of construc-
tion can begin in 2014.

The Recreation Department will va-
cate Cemetery Field by September 1, 
2014 to allow the trustees to provide 
the required cemetery space.  

“The town must provide cemetery 
space,” said Bergin.  “The state will di-
rect the town to build the cemetery.  
And we need $15,000 to start that pro-

cess.  The actual construction could 
take a couple of years with the permit-
ting process.”

Bill Belvin explains that the town 
has four public cemeteries.  Mead-
owview has 165 lots of varying sizes 
left.  “Using the data from the burial 
book of 1992 to 2008 lot sales are in-
creasing at an increasing rate,” said 
Belvin.  “We expected to see a change 
in practices, including cremation, but 
practices aren’t changing.”

Most family plots are doubles which 
sell out first.

New Hampshire RSAs says that the 
trustees must handle cemetery plan-
ning and “That’s what we are trying 
to do.  This is an essential service of 
the town.  If the state comes in with a 
mandate, we won’t be able to provide 
what you want,” said Grella.

With foresight the trustees bought 
the land from the Oliver and Geneva 
Merrill without taxpayer money.  The 
trustees agreed to allow the Recreation 
Department to use the land with the 
understanding that it would become a 
cemetery in 2014.  

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – The Selectmen are 
hoping that their tight operating 
budget with a 0.32% increase and re-
vamped road reconstruction bond will 
be successful with the taxpayers on 
election day.

 At the town bond and budget hear-
ing the Board of Selectmen presented 
a Road Reconstruction bond for $15 
million with the understanding that 
not more that $4 million in bonds will 
be issued in any given year.  The Board 
explained that $15 million is the cost 
of reconstructing 23 miles of roads in 
town.  Marilyn Peterman said she sup-
ported the bond that it was a respon-
sible position.  “It’s better to explain 
what needs to be done and bond it over 
a longer period of time,” she said.

The selectmen also presented an 
Open Space Land Bond for $3 million 
which replaces the $5 million bond 

which lapses this year.  Included in the 
language of the bond is an amount not 
to exceed 25% ($750,000) to acquire 
open space lands to meet active recre-
ation needs.

In addition, there is a petition article 
to raise $625,000 to purchase and de-
velopment land for recreation and play-
ground use to replace Cemetery Fields.  
Speaking on behalf of this petition was 
Kim Parrot who described the imme-
diate need to replace the fields that 
will be lost to the Recreation Depart-
ment when the Cemetery land agree-
ment with the Recreation Department 
expires as ordered by the New Hamp-
shire Attorney General’s office.  

The Town operating budget 
($9,760,645) shows an increase of 
$31,074.  Most of the increase comes 
from health and dental insurance for 
employees and fuel costs.  The library 
budget increases by $17,408 (2.7%) and 
DPW increases $56,242 (2.45%).  

There is no cost of living increase for 
employees although step raises will be 
awarded.

Other warrant articles include: 
mosquito surveillance and control, 
$40,000; lease to replace transfer sta-
tion scale, $61,785;  purchase ambu-
lance from capital reserve, $150,000; 
establish a bridge replacement capital 
reserve fund, $20,000; recreational fa-
cilities capital reserve fund, $250,000 
(from surplus); fire apparatus capital 
reserve fund, $150,000; ambulance 
capital reserve fund, $22,000; assess-
ing reval capital reserve fund, $35,000; 
communications center capital reserve 
fund, $5,000; town 250th anniver-
sary celebration capital reserve fund, 
$5,000; Forestview Cemetery capital 
reserve fund, $15,000; town comput-
er system capital reserve fund, $5,000; 
health and human services agencies, 
$35,000.

Amherst Town Deliberative Meeting
Wednesday, February 3 at 7 p.m. at Souhegan High School

Ben Carnick, Geography Bee winner with Mrs. Bacon. Nick Garcia spelled “anticoagulant” to win the Spelling Bee.
Amherst Citizen photos

AMHERST – On 
Thursday, February 4, the 
Amherst Garden Club 
will present Barbara Em-
erson, Past President of 
the Mailorder Gardening 
Association, speaking on 
The Edible Landscape.  
Ms. Emerson, an enthu-
siastic home gardener, is 
a sixteen-year veteran in 
sales and marketing at 
Horticulture Magazine 
and a marketing consul-
tant to lawn and garden companies.  

Starting with a brief history of food 
gardening, Barbara will cover the con-
cepts to consider when integrating ed-
ible plants in an ornamental garden.  She 

will show how the height, 
shape, texture, fragrance 
and color of edibles can add 
to the look and taste of a 
summer garden. Rainbow 
Swiss Chard planted with 
spring flowering perennials 
can extend the color and 
nasturtiums and mesclun 
mixes make good ground 
covers.  For those with-
out much gardening space, 
Barbara will show how con-
tainer combinations can 

help anyone with a patch of sun grow 
their own delicious food while adding to 
the beauty of the yard at the same time.

Continued on page 4  u

Barbara Emerson

Ken Gloss of the Brattle Book Shop, Boston.

The 2010 Annual School District Meetings
For Residents of the Town of Amherst

Amherst School District – First (Deliberative) Session:
Thursday, February 4, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Souhegan High School

Amherst School District – Second (Voting by Official Ballot) Session:
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at Souhegan High School

For Residents of the Town of Amherst and Mont Vernon
Souhegan Cooperative School District – First (Deliberative) Session:

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Souhegan High School

Souhegan Cooperative School District – Second (Voting by Official Ballot) Session:
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at Souhegan High School and Mont Vernon Village School

For Residents of the Town of Mont Vernon
Mont Vernon School District Meeting:

Friday, March 12, 2010 (7:00 p.m.) at Mont Vernon Village School


