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AJWC Brought Organizations  
Together to Help Those In Need 
To the editor:

This year the HomeLife group of  Amherst Juniors delivered food to 38 
families in need for the holiday season.  These families were very grateful, 
and there are many organizations that deserve credit for their work on this 
worthy project.

Thank you to all organizations in town that sent money this year to fund 
the project.  This economy has taken a toll on many businesses and we truly 
appreciate your continued charity in these difficult times. Thanks to the 
Fire Department who graciously allowed us to distribute the funds from 
their station as they have for many years.  The Lions Club generously do-
nated their time to bring all the food to each familiy’s home.

Mrs. Prescott-Niness and Mrs. Parker, first grade teachers, helped their 
students make adorable placemats to brighten up the food baskets.  The Girl 
Scouts made wonderful jars of food with recipes on the label.  And many in-
dividuals gave of their time this year to help.

 HomeLife truly brought many organizations together to bring 
some extra holiday joy to families in need.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped make it possible.

	 	 	 	 Fondly,
	 	 	 	 Missy	Van	Lokeren	and	Rene’	Warren
	 	 	 	 Co-Chairs	Home	Life	Committee
	 	 	 	 Amherst	Junior	Women’s	Club

Just a Thought
To the editor:

Immunizing our children is like feeding, housing and educating them. 
Each generation of parents is obliged to pass on to its children, either ac-
tively or passively, the benefits of its own knowledge, institutions and cul-
ture, because our kids aren’t born with them.

Though born with one, our childrens’ immunologic inheritance, the 
globulins they receive as a fetus across the placenta from their mother, does 
not last more than the three to five months it will survive in their circula-
tion after birth. 

Only natural infection or immunization permits an infant and child to 
generate his own immunologic legacy, as must each succeeding human 
generation. Immunization, is a safe, scientifically proven means to estab-
lish, maintain and expand that legacy, to protect your child against dozens 
of still prevalent diseases which have killed and maimed millions of hu-
mans in the past, do in the present, and will, in the future.  

Adults may choose to roll the dice. If you haven’t had a Tdap shot in the 
last ten years, and didn’t have the disease as a kid, you’re susceptible to 
whooping cough; if you’re over sixty and haven’t gotten Zostavax you’re at 
increasing risk to develop shingles as you age, and if you haven’t gotten a 
flu shot this year and an H1N1 shot, I hope you can afford a week off from 
work once or twice this winter and your boss will forgive you for skipping 
the shots available.

It’s that simple. It has been said that those who choose not to learn from 
history  sooner or later are likely to repeat it.

So folks, be wise - immunize. 

	 	 	 	 James	Canfield	MD,	MPH,	FAAP	2010

Please Support Warrant Article 42 
at the Deliberative Session
To the editor:

Souhegan Valley Rides is a wheelchair accessible, affordable, regional 
community transit service now providing rides to non-emergency medical 
and social service appointments and to local shopping plazas.  This shared 
ride bus service is available to all residents in Amherst, Milford, Hollis and 
Brookline, and provides rides between the towns and to and from Nashua. 
The Blue Bus is operated by the Souhegan Valley Transportation Collab-
orative in association with the Nashua Transit System and the Nashua Re-
gional Planning Commission.  In order to keep the Blue Bus rolling there 
must be local support and investment.  SVTC is proposing that $2.00 be 
added to the Motor Vehicle Registration fees in Amherst. These funds, held 
in a capital reserve fund by the Town, would be used to cover the commu-
nity of Amherst’s portion of the budget for this regional bus service. Using 
this method to raise the needed funds provides a renewable funding source 
and these funds can be used as matching monies for federal funding. 

There are many reasons why Amherst  residents should support this 
valuable community service – it supports independence and self-sufficien-
cy, assists caregivers, promotes “Aging in Place” and “Livable Communi-
ties”, and improves mental and physical health by providing access to rou-
tine and preventive health services.  And it is fair.  Those of us fortunate 
enough to be able to drive can spend $2 once a year to offer folks who can-
not drive a year of rides. 

Please support Warrant Article 42 at the Deliberative Session on Febru-
ary 3rd and when voting on March 9th.

 
	 	 	 Carolyn	Mitchell
	 	 	 Amherst	Representative
	 	 	 Souhegan	Valley	Transportation	Collaborative

Sometimes The Words ‘Thank You’ Are Simply Inadequate
To the editor:

Milford Court Closure Status
To the editor:

Over the past decades the Judicial Branch has made it a policy to close 
the District Courts in towns and consolidate the towns in larger court 
structures that include up to 15 towns. As a result towns have lost these 
community courts that have been a central element in small town New 
Hampshire. The Milford Court is one that is scheduled to close with all 
cases transferred to the new larger Merrimack District Court.

I can identify with the importance of local courts in our small towns. 
Not too many years ago Amherst, Wilton and Greenville had town courts. 
Hearings might have been at night or on Saturday for the convenience of 
the citizens.  The local court facilities were not elegant, often shared with 
other town departments. As an example when I sat as the judge in Wilton 
in the winter, the court room was heated by a wood stove. Poor facilities, 
yes, but these small town courts worked, justice was done.

Recently a legislative committee visited the three courts that the Judicial 
Branch has scheduled to close: Milford, Claremont, and Colebrook. The 
committee members found that the closure would not be in the best inter-
est of the state.  The committee reported, “the cost to these communities in 
dollars and public safety will far exceed any state savings.” This is true, the 
transfer of cases from Milford to Merrimack would not reduce costs as the 
leased space for the courthouse in Milford alone costs the state $80,623 a 
year. Add to this the costs to the towns caused by additional travel distance 
and time of police away from the town would be substantial.

The closing will probably not happen if citizens of the towns lobby to 
retain the court. There is a bill being introduced in Concord to stop the 
closure of the Milford court. I ask citizens and officials from all the towns 
served by the Milford court to offer their opinions to the Legislature when 
the bill is introduced.

 
	 	 	 	 Representative	Robert	H.	Rowe,
	 	 	 	 Milford	and	Amherst
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Poll Results Are In
To the editor:

The poll results are in and the citizens of Amherst have spoken, at least 
362 of them.  While this was not the 600 I had anticipated, it was certain-
ly far better than the 35 responses to the Master Plan poll and for far less 
money.  

I urge you to read the comments as well.  One of the comments returned 
summarizes the replies we received.  It becomes fairly obvious which de-
partments are classified as C; Recreation, PMEC and Library.  Perhaps it 
was the constant cry for more fields, the continued guarantees of self fund-
ing or the heated sidewalk, but the respondents were quite clear where the 
cuts should be made.  

Equally clear are those in the A group; EMS, Fire and Police.  I do not read 
this as a blank check, but an acknowledgement of government’s basic func-
tion.  No one responded to which departments should have more money.  
That should be another clear message.  The departments have enough; now 
it is time to perform.

By better than 2 to 1, the respondents declared Amherst should have an 
elected Ways & Means.  Most of the YES responses to this question came 
in after a particularly loud response from one of the Board to a question by 
a W&M member.  I believe that this was a show of support for an indepen-
dent Ways & Means; one that is equal and not subservient to the Board of 
Selectmen.  

The Spending Cap question garnered nearly as much support.  Anecdotal 
responses suggest that because the cap was not defined and could be inter-
preted as too high or too low, the respondents were cautious in their sup-
port.  

Thank you to all who took the time to fill out the Amherst Citizens’ As-
sociation poll.  

	 	 	 	 Tedd		Landon
	 	 	 	 Amherst	Citizens	Association

Sometimes the words ‘thank you’ are simply inadequate. The generos-
ity of the people of the Souhegan Valley this past holiday season was un-
matched. On behalf of the staff, volunteers, and clients of SHARE, thank 
you. This holiday season, SHARE served 377 household with a total of 1258 
individuals with food baskets and gifts.  So many people played a part in 
making the holidays happy for those in our communities who are experi-
encing economic need.  For every donation of food, gifts, cash, gift cards, 
and time, we are grateful. With much appreciation, we recognize:

- Our adoption committee who found adopters for 219 families with chil-
dren and matched them to families in need.

- Local families, churches, businesses, libraries, book groups, clubs, and 
individuals who adopted families.

- All those who donated food through food drives, at the grocery store 
bins, at local churches, or at the SHARE Center.

- All who donated cash and gift cards, allowing us to make sure all who 
needed help were served.

- Our wonderful, dedicated volunteers who worked tirelessly to do every-
thing we needed to make this program so successful:  filling, distributing, 

and delivering food baskets;  sorting and distributing gifts, greeting fami-
lies, filling out paperwork, answering phones, running errands, and taking 
trash to the dump!

- Local schools who had food and clothing drives and adopted families.
- Local grocery stores  including Stop and Shop, Market Basket, and 

Shaw’s who  went out of their way to make sure SHARE had the necessary 
items for the food baskets.

-  The wonderful staff and students at Milford High who loaned us criti-
cal freezer space,  without which food baskets could not be completed.

We are fortunate to live in the Souhegan Valley where so many recognize 
the needs of those less fortunate. This support is so critical to the success of 
SHARE Outreach which serves those in need in Milford, Amherst, Mont 
Vernon, and Brookline with a food pantry, clothing barn, and emergency 
financial assistance. Call the SHARE Center at 673-9898 to find out how 
you can help.

	 	 	 	 Christine	Janson
	 	 	 	 SHARE	Executive	Director

Amherst Taxpayers Poll - November 2009  
(ended 1/4/2010 with 362 responses)

1. For the 2011 Fiscal Year, would you like to see your tax bill:
(Some chose more than one response)
increase:  14          decrease:  320          stay the same:  29

2. If your answer to question 1 was “decrease” or “same”, which 
departments’ budgets would you reduce? 

Assessor:  139 Communications Center:  72 
Fire Department:  0  Emergency Medical Services:  1  
Library:  181 Peabody Mills Environmental Center:  195
Planning & Zoning:  52   Public Works:  58  Police Department:  6    
Tax Collector:  36 Town Administrator:  138

3. If your answer to question 1 was “increase”, what additional ser-
vices would you like to see the town provide?

No responses to this question

4. Should Amherst have an elected Budget (Ways & Means) Commit-
tee rather than the appointed committee we have today? 

  Yes:  246  No:  106

5. Should Amherst enact a spending cap?

  Yes:  227  No:  125

Comments?   Several.  
My favorites are:
“Many of these programs started out to meet a need but have grown 
into empires following Parkinson’s Law.”

“If government services are divided into A. What must be done, B. 
What should be done and C. What would be nice to do; taxes go to A 
and (most of) B, but C items are paid for by other means e.g. user or 
entry fees.”

“An electric walk into the Library?????”

    Tedd		Landon
	 	 	 	 Amherst	Citizens	Association

Bond To Replace Cemetery Field
To the editor:

At the upcoming February 3rd Deliberative Session, members of the 
community, with the support of the Recreation Commission will present a 
petitioned warrant article requesting the Board of Selectman to appropri-
ate and bond up to $625,000 to purchase a land parcel to replace the Cem-
etery Fields playground and fields.

As some of you are aware, the Cemetery Trustees who have jurisdiction 
over the Cemetery land parcel have notified the Recreation Commission 
that they will not renew their lease agreement when it expires in 2014.  Ad-
ditionally, the Trustees have speculated that they may need the space be-
fore the expiration date: possibly as soon as 2012 for development of the 
Cemetery infrastructure. 

Supporters understand the need to act in a timely manner in order for 
the transition to occur.  It has been estimated that it will take up to three 
(3) years to secure property and develop it in order for it to be ready to be 
used for a playground area and athletic fields.  
Here are some statistics regarding the use of Cemetery Fields:  Spring & 
Fall 2009 (April – October):
 Hours used  Participants/Players
 964   1566
 Countless hours for playground use 

Please consider attending the Deliberative Session on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 3rd to hear the full presentation on the benefits of purchasing a land 
parcel to replace Cemetery Playground and Fields.  

	 	 	 	 Kim	Parrett
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Rec Needs Playing Fields
Please support a Petition Warrant article on the March 9th voter’s ballot 

to replace Cemetery fields.   The Town of Amherst current lease of Cem-
etery fields will expire by 2014 and the land will revert back to the original 
intended use as a cemetery. Cemetery fields are currently used by Amherst 
Recreation and private youth sporting groups, consisting of two full size 
multifunction fields, a full size Baseball field, and a large playground for 
young children.  Cemetery fields must be replaced if Amherst is to con-
tinue to provide adequate recreation facilities for the families of Amherst 
involved in Lacrosse, football, soccer and baseball. Time is of the essence 
once an appropriate site is purchased the development of comparable fields 
it will take up to three years before they are ready for recreation use. Please 
support this warrant article to raise and appropriate up to $625,000 to pur-
chase and develop a parcel of land to replace Cemetery Fields.

	 	 	 	 Dana	Redmond
	 	 	 	 Amherst


