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Upcoming Children’s Room 
Programs:

Upcoming January Events at the 
Amherst Town Library’s Children’s 
Room

Storytime for babies, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers will resume on January 5th. We 
will be having storytime for babies on Tuesdays 
from 10-10:30am and at 11:15-11:45am for toddlers. 
Both storytimes will feature songs, stories, fingerplays 

and dancing. Preschool storytime 
will take place on Wednesdays from 
11:30am till noon. No registration 
is required for storytime, so stop by 

anytime!
On January 28th, at 3:45pm, join us 

for the Book Bunch. The Book Bunch 
is a new bookclub for children ages 6 to 

8. We read stories and make some nifty 
crafts, so please register on the library’s Cal-

endar of Events (http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us/) for 
all the fun. There will also be two crafty workshops that 
are coming up that are just for teens and tweens (ages 
11-18), which will require registration. In the first work-
shop, which will be held on January 13th at 3pm, kids 
will learn how to make funky necklaces out of paper 
clips, scrap booking paper, and junk mail. The second 
workshop will be held on January 27th at 3pm, so if you 
have a teen or tween that loves the smell of cucumber 
melon or pearberry then they should definitely join us 
in making their very own soap. We’ll have all kinds of 
shapes (duckies, seashells and hearts) along with differ-
ent colors and scents.

Upcoming 2010 programs:

Family Game Night
Toddler Dance Party
Babymouse Extravaganza
Dolly Tea Party
Make Your Own Comics Workshop

 
Please come in and check out some of the new books 

and video games that we’ve added to the collection. We 
also have a box full of fun math games that kids can 
play with their families, such as Blokus, Battleship, and 
Mancala.

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s About Conservation

Woods and Warrants
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Woods – The logging in Pond Parish Town For-
est is now complete.  We regret that many of you 
have had skiing and snowshoeing plans upset.  The 
trails will be restored for walking this Spring.  This 
cutting was planned and controlled by Charles 
Koch, the ACC professional forester.  It was per-
formed with modern equipment during winter 
conditions to minimize the impacts on soils and 
adjacent trees and shrubs.  The effect on the trails 
was reduced by removing the logs with a wheeled 
“transporter” which didn’t drag logs against bum-
per trees at the turns.  Another impact on the for-
est was removed when the Stabile Companies al-
lowed the ACC to use their land adjoining Pond 
Parish for the log yard, thereby reducing the length 
of the hauling routes and allowing a greater return 
to the ACC.  We thank them for their assistance.

A place to XC ski which has a similar terrain to 
the Pond Parish land is the Grater Woods area.  In 
particular: Grater Road which is a Class VI road off 
Baboosic Lake Road in Amherst and Merrimack 
and, the Merrimack Conservation Commission 
trails in their Grater Woods Town Forest reached 
from trailheads at the Merrimack Middle School 
and off Beebe Circle just beyond the Amherst – 
Merrimack town line on Baboosic Lake Road.

The ACC manages its properties under a long-
term Forestry Plan.  The plan incorporates three 
objectives: improvement of the forest stand, im-
provement of wildlife habitats, and a modest rev-
enue return which helps pay for other improve-
ments to ACC-managed properties.  The Pond 
Parish operation is the sixth one conducted in the 
last decade under the plan.  

Other projects beyond the usual spring cleanup 
on the Commission’s agenda for this spring are:  
publishing a revised and enlarged Walk Book de-
scribing trails in Amherst and nearby towns, up-
grading the signage on trails outside Joe English 
Reservation, improving the trailways in wet areas 
and at small stream crossings.  A grant has been 
applied for to cover the cost of materials needed to 
complete the latter two projects.  With regard to 
the grant application, a large number of volunteer 
hours will be required as a matching pledge.

Warrants and Webster – A definition: dilemma  
An argument necessitating a choice between equal-
ly unfavorable or disagreeable alternatives.

Webster must have 
had town meetings in 
mind when he penned 
that definition.  Horns we appear to have this year 
with two warrant articles related to land acquisi-
tion up for votes.  (As I write this to meet a dead-
line, I wish the official Warrant had been posted.  
When it is, I may find myself in error.)

Fact 1.  The fields now being used for team 
sports, under an agreement with the Cemetery 
Trustees, are going to be needed for cemetery plots 
in September 2014.

Fact 2.  Playing fields are important to and need-
ed by young athletes. 

Fact 3.  (The dilemma)  Voters are being asked to 
act on February 3rd on two somewhat redundant 
warrant articles to purchase open land.

The first article supported by the Board of Select-
men and fully supported by the Open Space Advi-
sory Committee would enable the Town to bond 
up to $3 million for open land purchases over the 
next 5 years.  Of that, 25 percent ($750,000) would 
be tagged for the Town to purchase land suitable 
for team sports.  From a willing seller, of course.

The second article is a petition article submitted 
by the Recreation Commission members to pro-
vide $650,000 for land purchase.  It was submitted 
before it was clear whether the Selectmen would 
endorse the first article (the OSAC-type bonding 
authority) and include enough of that authority 
to cover the reasonable cost to purchase playing 
fields.  I see it as an insurance policy.

Neither the OSAC or the Recreation Commis-
sion see this as an attempt to double dip.  Money to 
purchase fields might come either way – not both.  
And in either case the land would belong to the 
Town and be open space in the sense that it would 
not be sprouting homes.

What to do?  Speaking for myself, I wholly sup-
port the article for $3 million in bond authority for 
open space of which 25 percent shall be reserved to 
purchase land for team sports.  I believe the peti-
tioners should withdraw their article for $650,000 
in playing fields funding and support the broader 
$3 million article.

However you may feel, please be at the Delibera-
tive Meeting on February 3.

Amherst Town Library

Inexpressible Tenderness And Fragile Delicacy:  
Exploring The Themes Of Winter And Love

 Looking for something wonder-
ful and exciting to do on those cold 
wintery afternoons in January and 
February?  We invite you to come to 
the Amherst Town Library, which 
offers a warm and comfortable set-
ting, to explore the themes of win-
ter and love.  “Inexpressible Tender-
ness and Fragile Delicacy: Exploring 
the Themes of Winter and Love,” is 
a four part series scheduled for four 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room of 
the library.  Offered by Nancy Bak-
er, this series is an interdisciplinary 
exploration of two themes: Winter 
(January 20 & 27) and Love (Febru-
ary 10 &17).  [A snow date of Febru-
ary 24 is set aside if needed.]  The 
program is similar to the approach 
used in Nancy’s interdisciplin-
ary course Myth and Idea, taught 
for many years at Souhegan High 
School.  It uses an essential question 
to link ideas about and expressions 
of a universal theme.  The format 
is interactive, being both informa-
tive and a sharing of ideas about 
art, philosophy, literature, mythol-
ogy and classical music.  No previ-
ous study of any of the disciplines 
or specific works is expected, and 
all in-class and follow-up materials 

are provided.  You are welcome to 
attend any or all of the sessions. 

Henry David Thoreau said that 
“Many of the phenomena of winter 
are suggestive of an inexpressible 
tenderness and fragile delicacy.”  For 
January, in this interdisciplinary se-
ries we will explore the time of year 
when we often feel most delicate 
and tender.  The first two sessions 
will focus on the essential ques-
tion, ‘Is winter a season or a state of 
mind?’  We will read five poems by 
Shakespeare, Emerson, Frost, and 
Hayden, listen to some of the “Win-
ter Concerto” from Vivaldi’s The 
Four Seasons, consider tales of win-
ter from Greco/Roman and Welsh 
mythology and the Arthurian Ro-
mance, and look at about 20 paint-
ings from the history of Western art 
depicting winter.

In February, the final two ses-
sions of the series will consider the 
essential question, “Is a kiss the ulti-
mate mind/body connection?”  We 
will read Anton Chekhov’s short 
story “The Kiss” and John Donne’s 
sonnet “Image and Dream.”  Then 
we will explore the question fur-
ther through the myth of Cupid and 
Psyche, briefly consider the philo-
sophical issue of the mind/body 

problem, and view 30 works which 
trace the history of Western art 
from Egyptian statuary to Pop Art, 
all featuring couples.

Nancy Baker, recently retired 
teacher, is one of the Founding Fac-
ulty at Souhegan High School.  Dur-
ing her time at the school, Nancy 
taught Mythology, History of Ideas, 
Philosophy, Ancient History, and 
Latin.  She was runner up as New 
Hampshire Teacher of the Year in 
2004.  A Classical Languages major 
at Harpur College, SUNY at Bing-
hamton, Nancy continued gradu-
ate work in Egyptology at Brown 
University.  She also worked in the 
Research Department at Colonial 
Williamsburg, was Director of Re-
search at the Historic Annapolis 
Foundation, and is the author of 
several articles on early Annapolis, 
Maryland, silversmiths in the 18th 
century, and colonial ship chan-
dlery.

This series is sure to bring a sense 
of wonder and delight to the cold 
days of winter!

 The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 

Town News

Just one of 38 beautiful quilts on display at the 
Amherst Town Library from now through the month of 
February. All are welcome to come meet the Souhe-
gan Valley Quilters and enjoy light refreshments at the 
library on Sunday, January 31 from 2:00-4:00pm.

AMHERST l CANDIA l CONCORD l MANCHESTER l NASHUA l SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses.

800-645-GSCU l gscu.org

Granite State Credit Union l We are New Hampshire!

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Membership open to anyone living or working in New Hampshire.

Don’t take our 
word for it...

With Granite State Credit Union’s free iDeposit service, you can easily make check deposits 

without ever leaving your home or office. Manage your business account any time, any day 

of the week and just think of the convenience during the hustle and bustle of the holidays. 

But, don’t take our word for it... hear what our members have to say at gscu.org.

Follow the easy step-by-step instructions from our website to get started. All you need is 

a computer, scanner, and secure Internet connection. 

Find out why our members love Granite State Credit Union and realize the enhanced 

conveniences we have to offer.

Listen to what people just 

like you are saying about our 

online check deposit service.

iDeposit

Come On Search For Owls!
Did you know that the Snowy Owl is a bird of the Arc-

tic Tundra but, in the winter, you can see one right here 
in New England if you know where to look? Interested? 
Come join the Nashaway Chapter of the N.H. Audu-
bon Society in their search for wintering owls. The pub-
lic is welcome to join this day trip to Salisbury Beach 
and Parker River National Wildlife Refuge in Northern 
Massachusetts on Sunday, February 13, 2010 from 8am 
– 3pm. To carpool, meet at the Exit 7 Park and Ride 
on the hill behind the Granite Inn. To meet at the des-
tination and/or to register, contact Richard Bielawski 
429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.com. There is a $5.00 fee 
per car to get into the refuge. For more information on 

the refuge, go to http://www.fws.gov/northeast/parker-
river/

If you are more interested in finding out just what toll 
the 2008 ice storm had on our forests, come and join 
John Nute, Extension Forester in Hillsborough Coun-
ty, as he talks about “Concerns for NH forest health, 
Mother Nature, bugs and us!”. This presentation will 
take place on Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 7pm in the 
downstairs theater room of the Nashua Public Library. 
For more information about this program, contact 
Richard Maloon 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net 
No registration for this program is necessary. For more 
information about the Hillsborough County Forest Ex-
tension Program, please visit http://extension.unh.edu/
Forestry/Forestry.htm


