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When the two Samuels—Lam-
son and Walton—built the first 
crude houses at the third Narra-
gansett grant here in 1735, there 
was no telling the future of the ven-
ture.  They and their fellow grant-
ees were allowed a short ¬¬seven 
years to secure their claim by set-
tling sixty families and a “learned 
Orthodox minister,” and also laying 
out a lot for the minister, a church, 
and a school.  But, the chances were 
greater than even that the settle-
ment would go the way of neighbor-
ing Monson, which eventually failed 
and was absorbed in a two-way split 
between competing towns. 

This part of New England was 
still very much a frontier.  A set-
tler in one of the other Narragan-
sett grants described it as,  “A howl-
ing wilderness where no man dwelt.  
The hideous yells of wolves, the 
shrieks of owls, the gobblings of tur-
keys, and the barking of foxes, was 
all the music we heard.  All a drea-
ry waste and exposed to a thousand 
difficulties.”

While survival clearly occupied 
their thoughts during the day, I sus-
pect at night the settlers occasion-
ally dreamed of how their secluded 

outpost might develop over time.  
Would it grow in land mass, or be 
carved up?  Would it prosper eco-
nomically, or stagnate?  Would its 
citizens be prominent in the state, 
or unimportant?  Would there be 
religious and political harmony, or 
discord?  And as the town matured 
would the quality of life improve, or 
decline?  Although their Calvinistic 
faith led them to believe that every-

thing in life happened according to 
God’s will, it was their own exer-
tions that determined the answers 
to these questions.  In my opinion, 
there are ten people, or groups of 
people, in Amherst’s history who 
are most responsible for how the 
town has evolved.  I think it is fit-
ting and proper to recognize them 
on this day for their good deeds and, 
in a few cases, their infamy.

The first is royal Governor Ben-
ning Wentworth, who ruled the 
province of New Hampshire lon-
ger than any governor prior to the 
Revolution, or since.  Wentworth 
was very well-connected politically 
with the royal court in England, and 
it was because of his relationships 
that the boundary between New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts was 
reset in 1742 to its current location 
from its former disputed “location” 
well to our north.  Had it not been 
for Benning Wentworth, we would 
still be a part of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and the eccentric 
Amherst in the western part of that 
state—which incorporated one year 
before us—would have beat us to 
the name.

The second is the Rev. Daniel 
Wilkins, who was Amherst’s first 
minister.  Because Wilkins was also 
our first college-educated resident, 
he assumed the role early on of rep-
resenting the people’s interests be-
fore the provincial authorities.  In 

other words, he was Amherst’s first 
lobbyist.  His most important piece 
of lobbying work was to convince 
the next royal governor John Wen-
tworth to choose Amherst, rather 
than Merrimack, as the shire town.  
Although he was a man of the cloth, 
Wilkins had no problem hitting be-
low the belt.  In his correspondence 
to the Privy Council, he character-
ized Merrimack’s population as 
“small and scattered,” its people as 
“uneasy,” and its land as “poor and 
clothed with shrubs.”  Had it not 
been for Wilkins’ success in 1769, 
Amherst would have stayed a small 
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Children Light Commemorative Tree

Proudly, Amherst
AMHERST - On Sunday, January 17th, 2010 we celebrated the way we 

were … 250 years ago at the time of the incorporation of the town of Am-
herst.  In a ceremony worthy of the occasion, the co-chair of the 250th An-
niversary, Carolyn Quinn welcomed citizens to the commemorative event 
and a program of remembrance and relevance as a prologue to the next 
250 years. The ceremony was held in the Sanctuary of Amherst’s historic 
Congregational Church which was generously loaned to the Town by the 
Reverends Richard Leavitt and Catriona Grant as well as the members of 
the congregation.

As friends and neighbors gathered they  were treated to the beautiful 
music provided by Kim Vars Whitehouse. Kim was raised in Amherst and 
for many years was the organist for the Congregational Church.  Her fam-
ily are long-time Amherst residents.

On hand to serve as ushers were Amherst Middle School students 
dressed in period clothing and passing out the Commemorative Programs. 
Two more students were standing at the entrance of the Church and kept 
busy ringing bells and extending a warm welcome to all who entered the 
Church.  

Amherst native Charles Duval lead the citizens in the Pledge of Alle-
giance and  William Ludt described the work of the Heritage Commission 
as stewards of Amherst’s history.

The Reverend Richard Leavitt gave a Prayer of Invocation. Selectman 
George Infanti recalled his youth in Amherst and Selectman Thomas 
Grella read the proclamation from Governor John H. Lynch recogniz-
ing January 17th as the Town of Amherst Day in celebration of the Town’s 
250th Anniversary.

State Representative Robert Rowe described Life in Amherst before 
1760.  William Veillette gave his list of the Top Ten Citizens of Amherst 
over the past 250 years.

Jackie Marshall walked us through the Olde Burial Ground and intro-
duced to some of the prominent and obscure citizens buried in this the 
oldest public burial ground in the State.

The event was honored to have as guests father and son, Messrs. Wil-
liam and Peter Rotch, whose family published The Milford Cabinet, the 
longest continuously-published newspaper owned by the same family un-
til it was purchased by The Nashua Telegraph in 2005.  Mr. William Rotch 
spoke at the 200th Anniversary in 1960 and again at the 250th Celebra-
tion. His father, Col. William B. Rotch also gave the Historical Address in 
1910 at the 150th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town.

Mr. Peter Rotch who has been an important participant in Amherst’s 
recent past as a champion of open space and zoning and planning spoke 
about all the community events Tree lighting, Halloween in the Village, 
July 4th, Souhegan High School, renovations of municipal buildings and 
zoning efforts to help keep Amherst as we want it, that define Amherst 
and are examples of a community “pulling together.”

The Amherst Village Singers, led by James Emmond,  brought the crowd 
to their feet with the group’s beautiful rendition of “This Land is Your 
Land.”

And yet, there was one more surprise.  As Carolyn Quinn was making 
her closing comments, she was interrupted by the arrival of Historic Inter-
preter, Professor R. Stuart Wallace as he entered the room dressed fash-
ionably in 1760’s garb and speaking in the voice of Royal Governor Ben-
ning Wentworth whose petition to the King of England made Amherst’s 
Incorporation possible. Mr. Wallace brought great humor and insight to 
the notable Governor Wentworth.

A reception was held in the Community Room where cookies and 
punch were served and Jim Emmond and Claudia Lemaire combined their 
talents to bring us beautiful music as they played both the flute and the 
guitar.   

Note that the actual date of incorporation was January 18th, 1760.

Amherst’s “Top Ten”
Remarks by Bill Veillette on January 17, 2010, in commemoration of the 

250th anniversary of the incorporation of Amherst, N.H.

Celebrating Amherst’s 250th

“… if past is prologue, at critical junctures our 
capable citizens will continue to rise to the occasion 
and steer the ship in the proper direction.”

— William Veillette

Carolyn Quinn gives the welcome address.

Without question, Amherst’s 
250th Celebration was led by the 
Town’s children.  On Sunday, Janu-
ary 17th a group of Wilkins School 
children - accompanied by their 
families -  gathered on the Village 
Green and surrounded what was 
soon to become Amherst’s 250th 
“Commemorative Tree.”   The event 
began with the children visiting one 
another and enjoying a few treats, 
and then long-time Amherst resi-
dent, Teresa Grella, instructed them 
to turn to the tree and do the same 
thing they would do at a birthday 
party when they blow out the can-
dles on the cake. Only this time, 
they were being asked to “blow the 
lights on the tree” and when they did 
so, the Commemorative Tree im-
mediately came to life. And, thanks 
to their help and enthusiasm, the 
250th Celebration officially began.

Prior to that event and, under 
the direction of Principal Gerry 
St. Amand and Art Teacher Mary 
Prescott-Ninness, the children 
participated in an Art Contest at 
Wilkins School and their efforts 
were applauded by inviting them 
to light the Commemorative Tree.  
The children were also invited to a 
meeting of Amherst’s Board of Se-
lectmen where they were thanked 

for their contribution and present-
ed with signed Certificates of Par-
ticipation. 

The idea of having a Commemo-
rative Tree was given to us by Am-
herst’s Superintendent of Schools 
– Dr. Mary Jennings.  It was some-
thing Dr. Jennings had enjoyed in 
her own community and she also 

mentioned that the lights on the 
tree are meant to remind us of all 
those who have gone before us and 
of how carefully they had tended to 
the Town. 

The lights on the tree have also 
been lit to remind us of our own re-
sponsibility to Amherst as well as to 
honor those of our generation who 

have preserved Amherst’s time-
less traditions. Our last wish is that 
the lights will serve as a guide as we 
look toward the future.

The Commemorative Tree will 
be lit every evening throughout our 
250th year and will be extinguished 
at the Tree Lighting Ceremony in 
December. 

Jackie Marshall of the Amherst 
Historical Society, at the reception.

State Senator, Peter Bragdon at 
the opening ceremonies.

Edward Dudley Boylston
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Kim Whitehead plays music appropriate for the occasion.

An “Art Contest” was held at the 
Wilkins School for children to draw 
something that reminded them of 
what Amherst may have looked like in 
1760. We have had the  winner  was 
Max Karapwich with his drawing of 
the Horace Greeley homestead.  

Other artists: Lilly Toy, Siri Warren, Eleanor Farris,  Valerie Brault, Nathan Sodders,  Katie Giannakopoulos, Olivia 
Cashman and Madison Boyd. Working with the students on this project was art teacher Mary Prescott Ninnes.

Students from Amherst Middle School Student Council dressed in period costumes, were bell ringers and ushers at 250th Commemorative Ceremony.


