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“The Educational Inclusionary 
Partnership Program” at Clark-
Wilkins is currently enjoying its 
seventh year of operation under 
the direction of Lead Teacher, Alli-
son Burnette, who works collabora-
tively with two teaching assistants, 
Karen Canning—who has been with 
the program since its inception, and 
Leslie Ashcraft—who has supported 
“EIPP” for five years. This program 
supports a wide range of students 
in grades Kindergarten through 
four who exhibit learning, behav-
ioral, and/or social pragmatic dif-
ficulties. The staff members in this 
program work with all classroom 
teachers, special educators, related 

service providers, administrators, 
and families to provide appropriate 
supports to ensure learning success 
in the regular classroom and in set-
tings such as the playground, cafete-
ria, and bus lines.

Through Mrs. Burnette’s leader-
ship and direction, along with Mrs. 
Canning’s and Mrs. Ashcraft’s sup-
port, this valuable program provides 
staff members and students with the 
tools they need to be successful in 
a multitude of school settings. The 
supports provided through “EIPP” 
can be short or long-term, depend-
ing on the needs of students and staff 
members. EIPP staff also work dili-
gently to address the topic of tran-
sition with students as they move 
from Clark to Wilkins and Wilkins 

to Amherst Middle School. The Ed-
ucational Inclusionary Partnership 
Program has also expanded to the 
Amherst Middle School, where ad-
ditional staff members at that lo-
cation continue the programming 
and supports necessary to achieve 
student success during the middle 
school years.

The Educational Inclusionary 
Partnership Program serves as a 
model example of the additional 
supports and intervention that stu-
dents and staff members can ac-
cess at all three of Amherst’s public 
schools. Thanks to the dedication, 
hard work, and knowledge base of 
Mrs. Burnette, Mrs. Canning, and 
Mrs. Ashcraft, many of our students 
can achieve significant levels of suc-
cess across all school settings while 
they attend Clark-Wilkins.

Schools

The Staff of the Educational Inclusionary  
Partnership Program—“EIPP”

Allison Burnette

Karen Canning

Leslie Ashcroft

A Beast in 
Amherst 
Middle 
School?

Amherst Preschool Supports Charities

Therapy Dog Visits Life Skills Class At AmS  On December 17, 2009 
Stonewall Allcock along with his owner, Missy, visited Mrs. Gray’s Life Skills 
class at AMS.  Stonewall is a therapy dog who visits area nursing homes, 
hospitals and schools to lift people’s spirits.  He definitely brightened the 
day for the students who got to meet him and learn about all the rewarding 
experiences that owning a therapy dog brings!

Life Skills Community Service 
During The Holiday Season

For the past couple of months students in Mrs. Gray’s  Life Skill’s class, 
at the Amherst Middle School, have been devoting there class time to help-
ing others in the community.  Many students have made cards and toys for 
one of their peers who recently received a bone marrow transplant. Other 
acts included making pillows for an area nursing home, designing toys and 
animal beds for the Animal Rescue League in Bedford, as well as, creating 
original calendars for soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.  No matter what 
each student chose to make, they all learned that the holidays are about a lot 
more than receiving presents.
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Students in the News

Dean’s List at New England 
College

New England College of Henniker 
announces that Autumn Mon-
sees of Mont Vernon, a junior and 
Gwenneth Monsees of Mont Ver-
non, a sophomore have been named 
to the Dean’s List at New England 
College for the Fall 2009 semester.
Bucknell Announces Dean’s 
List

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell 
University has released the dean’s 
list for outstanding academic 
achievement during the fall semes-
ter of the 2009-10 academic year. A 
student must earn a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 
4.0 to receive dean’s list recognition.  
Named to the Dean’s List from Am-
herst is David E. Brundage, son of 
Robert and Kathy Brundage of Am-
herst and a 2009 graduate of Souhe-
gan High School.
Fall 2009 Deans List 

STORRS, Conn. – The Universi-
ty of Connecticut recently named 
Brian

Eric Hynes and Jeffrey Richard 
Wenzel  of Amherst to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2009 semester. To 
make the Dean’s List, students must 
take at least 12 credits, finish the se-
mester with a grade point average 
that is among the top 25 percent of 
students enrolled in their school or 
college, and have no grade below a 
“C.”
President’s List for Coastal 
Carolina University      

Conway, SC  – Elyse B. Brown 
of  Amherst earned President’s List 
status at Coastal Carolina Universi-
ty for the fall 20098 semester. 

To qualify for the President’s List, 
students must earn a 4.0 grade point 
average and be enrolled full time. 

Local resident named to 
Dean’s List at Saint Michael’s

Cassandra L. Varanka, daugh-
ter of Michael and Sara Varanka of 
Amherst , a junior political science 
major, who graduated from Souhe-
gan High School was named to the 
Fall 2009 Dean’s List at Saint Mi-
chael’s College.

Students who complete a mini-
mum of 12 credits and achieve a 
grade point average of at least 3.4 
at the end of a semester are recog-
nized for their scholarship by inclu-
sion on the Dean’s List.
Local Resident Named to Wil-
liam and Mary Dean’s List

WILLIMASBURG, Va. - Jaclyn 
Klimczak of Amherst was recent-
ly named to the Dean’s List at the 
College of William and Mary for 
the fall 2009 semester.  In order to 
achieve Dean’s List status, a full-
time degree seeking undergraduate 
student must take at least 12 credit 
hours and earn a 3.6 Quality Point 
Average during the semester.
Local Students Named to KSC 
Dean’s List

KEENE, NH (01/25/2010)(read-
Media)-- Keene State College has 
released the Dean’s List of students 
from Amherst, NH for the fall se-
mester 2009: Colin M Beauchamp, 
Matthew Richard Caputo, Meagan 
Lynne Desroches, Michael Steven 
Doheny, Peter Anthony Henenberg, 
Anne Elizabeth Sakellar, Kather-
ine Skipper, and Catherine Sarah 
Stack.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
Keene State undergraduates must 
be enrolled in a degree program and 
must have completed a minimum 
of six credit hours in the semester, 
receiving no failing or incomplete 
grades. Students must achieve a 3.5 
or higher grade point average on a 
4.0 scale to earn Dean’s List honors.

February Parent Education:  

Franklin Pierce University Announces Tuition Freeze for Upcoming Academic Year

Trumpeter Greg Hopkins And The Berklee 
College Concert Jazz Orchestra Come To 
Souhegan For Jazz Night

Souhegan High Jazz Ensemble Commissions New Piece
        Carl Benevides and the 

Souhegan HS Jazz Ensemble has 
commissioned composer and ar-
ranger Craig Skeffington to write a 
new piece for the group. Mr. Skef-
fington has been the band director 
at South Portland High School in 
Maine since 1994 and his enembles 
have won numerous awards both at 

Maine state festivals and national 
festivals. As a New England area 
trumpet players, Craig’s perfor-
mance credits include working 
with Natalie Cole, Barry Manilow, 
the Glenn Miller Big Band, Clark 
Terry, The New York Voices and 
the Artie Shaw Orchestra. Mr. 
Skeffington has several composi-

tions and arrangements published 
through the Neil A. Kjos and CPP 
Belwin Music Publishers.

        The SHS Jazz Ensemble will 
premier the new work locally at the 
Souhegan HS Jazz Night on April 
22, 2010 at 7pm. The new composi-
tion will also be included in the set 
performed while the jazz ensemble 

and concert band travel to Wash-
ington D.C., Annapolis and Balti-
more in early April. Please join us 
on April 22nd. For more informa-
tion, please contact Carl Benevides 
at cbenevides@sprise.com

Peter LaMonica, A Forensic Com-
puter Analyst and founder of BeNet-
Safe.Org &  PTSA’s S-Team Parent 
Education workshops present:

Internet Safety and Your Chil-
dren,  Cyber Bullying,   Cyber Preda-
tors,  Identity Theft,  Ever Changing 
Technology,  The High Tech Kids, 

and much more! To be held at the 
Hollis Brookline High School, Hol-
lis NH, Room 221, February 9, at 7 
p.m. (snowdate February 16), ques-
tions call 465-2269/check the Hollis 
Brookline High School website for 
changes/cancellations.

RINDGE, N.H. – At a time when 
colleges and universities across the 
country are preparing to announce 
tuition increases, Franklin Pierce 
University will be freezing tuition 
for the 2010-11 academic year for 
the undergraduate College at Rind-
ge.

“In addition to freezing tu-
ition,” said Dr. James Birge, Presi-
dent of Franklin Pierce University, 
“the University has maintained its 
commitment to offering extremely 
generous financial aid that will be 
awarded to students with Universi-
ty scholarships and grants budgeted 

at nearly $18 million.”
“At Franklin Pierce University we 

recognize that during these uncer-
tain economic times, families have 
questions about whether or not a 
private college education is possi-
ble,” said Kenneth Ferreira, Execu-
tive Director of Student Financial 
Services. “We are taking deliberate 
steps to ensure that the quality and 
distinctive private education that is 
only offered at Franklin Pierce Uni-
versity remains within all students’ 
reach.”

For 2010-11, Franklin Pierce will 
offer financial aid in the form of 

grants or scholarships to every stu-
dent accepted into the undergradu-
ate College at Rindge, according to 
Ferreira.

“We are proud to offer awards at 
the time of admission that range 
from a maximum of $17,000 to a 
minimum of $7,500 based on ad-
mission criteria alone,” he said.

The University has pursued a 
number of cost-cutting initiatives 
in recent months to save money 
and to help make the tuition freeze 
possible. They include the installa-
tion of new state-of-the-art biomass 
thermal heating units using locally-

sourced wood pellet fuel.
Franklin Pierce University will 

hold a winter Open House on 
Sunday, Feb., 21 at the main cam-
pus in Rindge, N.H. for prospec-
tive students and their families. 
Students may register by calling 
1.800.437.0048, via e-mail at ad-
miss_events@franklinpierce.edu or 
on the Web at www.franklinpierce.
edu.

 Franklin	 Pierce	 University	 is	 a	
small,	private,	 regionally	accredited	
university	 grounded	 in	 the	 liberal	
arts,	with	a	focus	on	personal	atten-
tion	and	high-quality	instruction.	

Honor Roll Update
Souhegan High School - First Trimester Honor Roll

The name of Souhegan High School student Catherine M. Hall, 
Grade Nine, Honors was not included on the First Trimester Honor 
Roll in error. 

The Amherst Middle School Theater 
Club is proud to announce their Spring 
performance of  “Beauty and the Beast, 
Jr.”  It is a thrilling tale of a beautiful 
young girl who runs away to try to find 
her kidnapped father.  Meanwhile she 
runs into a cursed prince who is a  Beast!  
Come and see AMS’s amazing show of 
Beauty and the Beast, Jr. and come find 
out what happens to Belle!   Show dates 
are March 11th, 12th, and 13th.  Thank 
you for supporting our Theater Club.

The families of The Amherst Preschool joined together during the 
holiday season to support two local charities.  The families of the 
Three Year Old Program raised funds to support Marguerite’s Place 
in Nashua, a transitional housing program for women and children 
in crisis.   The onsite child care center that serves approximately 30 
children will benefit from this donation. The four year old program 
chose to support The Educational Farm at Joppa Hill after a field trip 
to the farm in the fall.  The funds raised will be used to feed two ani-
mals at the farm for a year.  The four year olds had the opportunity 
to vote on which animals they would like to sponsor with the Execu-
tive Director of The Educational Farm, Lin L’Heureux pictured here 
with both four year old classes at The Amherst Preschool.

AMHERST - Former trumpet 
player with the Buddy Rich Band 
Greg Hopkins will bring his Con-
cert Jazz Orchestra from the Berk-
lee College of Music in Boston to 
the Souhegan Jazz Night on Friday 
February 12 at 7:00pm. They will be 
the featured performers as part of 
the Souhegan Jazz Night Concert 
Series.

That symbiosis of man and mu-
sical instrument is evident in Hop-
kins’ solo performances by which he 
has served the orchestras of Louis 
Bellson, Billy Maxted, Buddy Rich, 
and Herb Pomeroy, as well as his 
own small ensembles and big bands. 
Hopkins began his professional ca-
reer in 1965, freelancing in the De-
troit area for such acts as the Temp-
tations, Marvin Gaye, and Gladys 
Knight until 1969, when he gradu-
ated Michigan State.  From 1969 to 
1974 he toured nationally and inter-
nationally, appearing at the New-
port, Monterey, and other major 
jazz festivals. Hopkins has also per-
formed with Dizzy Gillespie, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra, Stevie 
Wonder, Joe Williams, Tony Ben-
nett, the Supremes, Burt Bacharach, 
Nancy Wilson, Lou Rawls, Mitzi 
Gaynor, Michel Legrand, Johnny 
Mathis, Shirley Maclane, Marvin 
Hamlisch, and Lena Horne, as well 
as the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
the Boston Pops, and the Boston 
Brass Ensemble.

Joining Mr. Hopkins and the Berk-
lee CJO will be high school jazz en-
sembles from Souhegan, Alvirne HS 
(Hudson), Pelham Memorial Mid-
dle School and Nashua South. The 
concert will be held in the Souhe-
gan theater. Admission is $10.00 for 
adults, $8.00 for students. For fur-
ther information contact Carl Ben-
evides at cbenevides@sprise.com. 
For more info on Greg Hopkins go 
to: www.greghopkins.net. 

Greg Hopkins


