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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Citizens Are Short Sighted
 To the editor:

I’m really disappointed that we have, as a town, decided to be incredibly 
short sighted.  I’m assuming that all of those who voted against 24 have a 
better solution in mind.  I look forward to the coming weeks when those 
people who were vocal opponents (particularly the ones who abut Brewster 
fields) give us a better and apparently cheaper option that the one that was 
proposed by this article.  I assume we will see a proposed article from the 
neighbors next year with your less expensive alternate plan. 

Look, I know we all think we have years and years to replace Cemetery 
fields…but the bottom line is that we don’t.  Without the infrastructure in 
town why will new families move here?  To be honest, if I realized the lack 
of support for our children in this town I’m not sure I would have moved 
here. 

Again, I can’t wait to see the proposal, maybe the Citizen can do a series 
of articles detailing what that is?

 

	 	 	 	 Andrew	Zell
	 	 	 	 Amherst

New Selectman Thanks Voters
To the editor:

I want to thank all of the Amherst residents who came out to vote last 
week. I truly appreciate your confidence in me by electing me to a seat on 
the Amherst Board of Selectmen. 

I had the privilege of running with several very talented candidates who 
all showed their commitment to our town by running for office. I would 
like to congratulate George Infanti on his re-election to the Board. I am 
looking forward to working with George and our other selectmen.

I would also like to thank all of my friends and supporters who helped 
make this campaign a success. Thank you for talking to your friends and 
neighbors, writing letters to the papers, posting signs on your lawns, and 
providing me with advice.

I look forward to the challenges that lie ahead and I will do my very best 
to represent the values and concerns of our town.

	 	 	 	 Dwight	Brew
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Write-In Candidate Thanks Voters 
for Support
To the editor:

I would like to say thank you to everyone who so generously offered me 
their support for the Amherst School Board election.  I am excited as I 
look ahead to the next three years with high expectations and great opti-
mism for our continued journey toward achieving academic excellence as 
a school district and community.  I am grateful and humbled by your faith 
in me and I will focus my energy and efforts in order to live up to your stan-
dards as well as my own as we continue to work toward providing our chil-
dren with an education we can all be proud of.  I look forward to working 
with our schools as well as you the members of our community. 

With gratitude,
 

	 	 	 	 Lucienne	Foulks
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Honored To Serve On The ZBA
To the editor:

I would like to thank the voters of Amherst for returning me to the Am-
herst Zoning Board of Adjustment. Be assured that I will do my utmost to 
adhere to the laws of the state and ordinances of Amherst.

 Amherst is one of the towns that elect its ZBA members. This is the cor-
rect method rather than by appointment. Since the board serves to grant 
citizens’ variances and exceptions from the Amherst Zoning Ordnance and 
appeals from administrative decisions made by town officials, it should be 
as independent as possible. An elected board allows for this independence.

Over the years as a practicing lawyer, I became acquainted with many 
New Hampshire Zoning Boards of Adjustment. The Amherst board is rec-
ognized as one of the best. Its members are most conscientious in following 
state and local law. But even more so the board recognizes that the appli-
cants before them are citizens and deserve and receive respect and cour-
tesy from the board. I am honored to serve on the board.

 
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Robert	H.	Rowe
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Government Is Bankrupt
To the editor:

The following is a letter I have sent to Paul Hodes and Jeanne Shaheen 
asking them this question:

“Why should the American people believe the government’s cost esti-
mates for your health care reform bill?”

Here is a link to a new survey by Rasmussen concerning American’s 
fears about the cost of the heath care bill in Washington: http://www.ras-
mussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/healthcare/
march_2010/57_predict_health_care_plan_will_hurt_the_economy

In part it states:
“Underlying this concern is a lack of trust in the government numbers. 

Eighty-one percent (81%) believe it is at least somewhat likely that the 
health care reform plan will cost more than official estimates. That number 
includes 66% who say it is very likely that the official projections understate 
the true cost of the plan.”

WOW----81% OF AMERICAN’S DO NOT BELIEVE THE GOVERN-
MENT COST PROJECTIONS FOR HEALTH CARE!!! Perhaps this is be-
cause of the actual costs of other government programs:

MEDICARE----BROKE
MEDICAID-----BROKE
  [Medicare and Medicaid have unfunded liabilities of $74,752,141,560,874-

-YES TRILLION]
SOCIAL SECURITY----BROKE
  [Social Security has unfunded liabilities of $14,207,280,285,929--- YES 

TRILLION]
AMTRAK-----BROKE
  [$13 billion of Federal subsidies and still loosing money]
US POST OFFICE----BROKE
[Outstanding Debt of $10.2 billion]
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT----BROKE
[The National Debt is currently $12,509,799,788,831] www.usdebtclock.

org
 GOVERNMENT AND ITS PROGRAMS ARE BANKRUPT!!!
If you too are concerned about the cost of health care “reform” NOW is 

the time to make your voices heard. Please call your representatives today 
and ask them to vote NO on the health care bill.

Thank you.
	 	 	 	 Andrew	Bridge
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Taste for a Cure for Cystic Fibrosis
To the editor:

We would like to thank every one who helped make the 4th annual Taste 
For A Cure For Cystic Fibrosis which was held at SERESC Conference Cen-
tre, Bedford on Thursday February 18th, a great night! Thanks a million to 
everyone who helped make it such a success!!!!!!! 

Together we raised over $102,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  Its 
success was thanks to a combination of the generosity of everyone who at-
tended the event, the wonderful restaurants and sponsors, everyone who 
donated auction items, a FANTASTIC committee and honorary Chair, 
band, Emcee, perfect venue...........I could go on forever, every little bit made 
a difference. 

Our major sponsors included Riverstone, WZID, SERESC, Elmore Pat-
ent Law Group, Quirk Auto Dealership, US Trust, Bank of America Private 
Wealth Management, Martignettti companies of New Hampshire, Baker 
Newman Noyes, Dovetail Dental Associates and Hampshire Fire Protec-
tion. The evening would not have  happened without the support from the 
following- Bernice Rowe, BYPC Jazz Combo, Mr. Porter Dodge, Forget-me-
not-florals, Gazzette Printers, Matt Klicker, Kohl’s, Dave Kruse and Great 
State Beverages, Kristi Lowell, Mike Morin, Souhegan High School volun-
teers, the Clancey, Cardin, Grunbeck, and Greer Families, Martina Kenny, 
Northern Lights Landscaping, and Porsche of Nashua. Our deepest grat-
itude to the Grunbeck Family Foundation, their generosity is key to the 
success of this event and helping us find a cure for Cystic Fibrosis. Our 
honorary Chair, Irene Raissis Alton, Mrs. New Hampshire 2010 made the 
evening complete.

And of course the evening would not have been made possible without 
the participation of the following restaurants and businesses who served us 
the most delicious food and drinks!

Thank You…I’ll be back!
To the editor:

 Thank you to all of the voters who made last week’s Election a record-
setting event!  I’d like to congratulate Dwight Brew on his amazing cam-
paign and win last Tuesday!  I had the pleasure of meeting Dwight at the Se-
lectman Candidate’s Forum one week prior to Election Day.  His thoughtful 
approach to the office and his creative, “can do” attitude are infectious.  I 
learned a lot about Dwight as we stood at the Transfer Station together on 
Saturday for 5 hours talking about everything from town policy to operat-
ing budget creation….to the coffee table book idea featuring the “Dogs of 
Amherst” who visit the dump with their owners (there is a revenue generat-
ing idea in there somewhere!).  Dwight is such an asset to our town and I’m 
confident that our Board will benefit from Dwight’s leadership.  

I’d also like to congratulate George Infanti on his re-election to the 
Board.  I watched George take note of new ideas, engage voters on all of 
the key topics and reach out to first-timers like myself and John Rubery for 
ideas.  George, please call on us when we can be of service during your next 
term of office.  

Most of all, I’d like to thank the nearly 600 voters who put me on the map 
in this election.  In just 3 weeks I went from “political obscurity” to having 
my message and my ideas resonate with so many Amherst citizens.  I plan 
to stay involved and work with our town leaders, volunteers and citizens to 
make a difference.  Thank you to all who have reached out to me with sug-
gestions; please keep them coming.  

Thank you for your vote of confidence, I promise to stay engaged.  You 
can reach me at home: 673-9797 or via email: carolinedevore@ymail.com.

	 	 	 	 Caroline	DeVore	Grohse-Holz
	 	 	 	 Amherst	

Thank You Amherst Voters
To the editor:

 The Amherst Citizens Association would like to thank those residents 
that took the time to consider all of the warrant articles on the ballot and 
cast their votes on Tuesday. Engaged and informed voters are what make 
this process work. It was encouraging to see nearly 700 more votes cast this 
year than last. We hope our voter guide, our website, and our candidates 
forum were helpful to you in making your choices in what articles and can-
didates to support.

  The voters agreed with 90% of the recommendations in our voter guide, 
up from 83% last year. While we recommended a NO vote on the road bond 
warrant article and would have preferred a more phased approach to the 
project funding, the ACA is in favor of the road reconstruction effort and 
supported the first year expenditure of $4 million to get the project under-
way.

We congratulate new Selectman Dwight Brew on his big win on Tues-
day as the top vote getter in the Selectmen’s race. We also congratulate 
Chairman George Infanti on his re-election to the Board. The ACA looks 
forward to working with George and Dwight and their colleagues on the 
Board as well as interested citizens who wish to become more informed 
and involved in the workings of our Town. We believe that our efforts can 
and will lead to a greater degree of transparency and efficiency in Town 
government and maximize the value we all receive for our tax dollars.

 
	 	 	 	 Amherst	Citizens	Association
	 	 	 	 www.amherstcitizensassociation.org
	 	 	 	 www.twitter.com/AmherstTaxpayer

Kudos to Mont Vernon Taxpayers
To the editor:

Kudos and thank you to all the Mont Vernon Taxpayers who voted for 
and supported SB2 which passed by 262 votes against 144!   An overwhelm-
ing majority and more than the 60% needed! 

The meeting came to a close without the moderator revealing the num-
bers until Tom McKinney demanded to know the tally of votes.  Umm…it 
seems that if we don’t ask, then they won’t tell?

The Friday MVSD meeting was attended by a miniscule minority of tax-
payers, about 100 more or less.  As we predicted, the majority of those pres-
ent voted across the board for everything with the exception of one item.  
With the money they confiscated from the taxpayers, we are sure they will 
find a way to fund that, too.

For the school personnel who insisted on raises, medical increases, etc., 
we have this to say:  If you really don’t like what the town has been paying 
you, quit and find another job.  Good luck, you will certainly need it.

We fleetingly heard at town meeting that it would cost $1.3 million to 
repair our deplorable roads.  Only a pittance of $77,000 went into the kit-
ty, however.  That might do one hole on Kittredge Road where it appears 
land mines have blown up and some cracks on Rangeway, the antique wash 
board.   The big yellow buses and many cars travel these roads every day to 
and from the school.  How about the roads where the Selectmen live?

You, the taxpayer, will pay a hefty increase for your property taxes this 
year, but next year is a whole new ball game.  SB2 will be in force, by law, 
and you will ALL have the freedom to vote exactly as you wish whether you 
attend a meeting or not of the Mont Vernon School District.  

Will the archaic way of counting paper ballots by hand during an on-go-
ing meeting be improved?  Those of us who counted were told we could also 
vote on the issues discussed at the meeting while we are counting.  Imag-
ine this:  Loud voices at the microphone, ballot counters reading numbers 
to their assigned ‘partners’, voices on either side of them also calling out 
numbers to THEIR partners and shuffling of papers.  If you can do all this 
multi-tasking and make an important decision of how your tax money is 
spent, then wicked power to you and please avoid making any mistakes 
counting MY ballot!

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Norma	McKinney
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

A & E Custom Roastery
Cassidy’s Grille & Coffee house
Damian’s on the River
Eden Restaurant and Lounge
Fredericks Pastries
LaBelle Winery
Orchard Street Chop Shop

Piccola Italia/A Taste of Europe
SERESC conference Center
The Tap In Grille at Amherst Country Club
The Peddlers Daughter
Wentworth by the Sea
Zorvino Vineyards

The most FANTASTIC committee imaginable started working on this 
event last April and through perseverance and hard work we got nearly ev-
erything for the event donated and had very little overheads. We are so for-
tunate to have Marge Curry, Jennifer Grunbeck, Audrey Johnson, Jeanine 
Labonte, Janet Prisk, Karyn Pritz and Jennifer Rogers helping us organize 
this event, their talent, drive and generosity is endless. The hard working 
staff at the Northern New England Chapter of the CF foundation ensured 
that all the background and behind the scenes details were taken care of.

Although great advances are being made in the treatment of Cystic Fi-
brosis the average life expectancy of a person with CF in the US is still only 
37 years. As parents we find this unacceptable so really appreciate all the 
support we get, however big or small, to help find a cure for our daughter 
Rosie and everyone with CF. We know this is a time where a lot of genuine 
demands are being made on our dollars so we are heartened and humbled 
more than ever that our friends and neighbors in Amherst are still helping 
us find a cure for Cystic Fibrosis.

 
	 	 	 	 Thanks	again,
	 	 	 	 Paula	and	Richard	Garvey
	 	 	 	 Amherst


