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Whimsey Square
Gift Shoppe

Salzburg Square • Rte. 101 
Amherst, NH • 673-3111

Open: Tu-Sa 10-5ish • Su 12-4

Life is short...Spend it on 
a little Whimsey!

Hop on in!
Chocolate Easter Bunnies...
Happy Easter Lollypops...
Chicks in an Egg...
“NEW” Wish Nests & Eggs...
(as seen in Nordstrom’s)

Thursday, March 25, 2010, 5:30 pm 
The Clubhouse at The Fells at Amherst 

1 Fells Drive, Amherst, NH 

Hear fascinating stories about historical 
Amherst!

A former judge and retired attorney, Robert Rowe 
is the author of Colonial Amherst Village. He is 
also the author of Quest for Liberty, a book based 
on historical fact which contrasts the impact of the 
Revolution on two men and their families in a 
small NH town. 

Seating is limited. RSVP to: 
Marilyn Peterman 603-673-3359
Refreshments served 

www.TheFellsAtAmherst.com 

Meet
Robert Rowe— 
Long-time resident, 
author and historian 
of Amherst, NH 

Sponsored by: 

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

Fill Your Easter Baskets Here!
We have lots of your favorites and so much more... 
n	 Chocolate Bunnies – Chocolate Eggs – Chocolate Lollypops
n Unique & Novelty Candies & Chocolates in Easter Themes 
n Over 100 Candy Jars filled with Bulk Candy & Jelly Beans
n Homemade Chocolates, Fudge & More Sweet Treats

	20 Middle Street • Milford, NH
(just off the Oval next to The Garden Party)

	672-1022
Delicious Homemade 
Richardson’s Ice Cream

Will Amherst Have A Seat On  
The Bus?
To the editor:

On behalf of the Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative (SVTC), 
many heartfelt thanks to all members of the Amherst community who 
have supported and participated in the Souhegan Valley Rides regional bus 
service or as it is affectionately known “The Blue Bus”. Thank you for your 
votes, your volunteerism, your support, and for “taking a ride”.  Unfortu-
nately, Amherst residents will not be eligible to use this regional bus service 
after April 30, 2010. 

As outlined in our by-laws, a Souhegan Valley community may join this 
regional transportation service provided there is community interest and 
participation in the funding required to operate the service. SVTC sought 
$7500 from your community to fund Amherst’s financial share of the ser-
vice for the 2010-2011 budget year and to ensure Amherst’s continued par-
ticipation in this regional initiative. Although there may be interest in the 
service among Amherst residents, there is not a financial commitment 
from your community. 

Amherst’s March 9th Town Election resulted in the defeat of both the 
capital reserve fund for public transportation based on a motor vehicle reg-
istration fee (Article 43) and the Health and Human Service Agencies Arti-
cle 40. Due to these outcomes and the lack of a financial commitment from 
your community, Amherst residents will no longer be eligible to use the 
bus service effective April 30, 2010. Amherst residents who have already 
scheduled bus rides for dates between now and April 30th are encouraged 
to use the service.  Amherst residents who need a bus ride prior to April 
30th are welcome to use the service.

SVTC will keep a seat open on the bus for Amherst! If private or public 
funds become available for Amherst’s share of this regional community 
transportation service, then we would welcome your community back on 
board the bus!

All of us at SVTC extend many thanks and deep appreciation to Am-
herst resident Carolyn Mitchell for her tireless efforts on behalf of your 
community and this regional initiative. Carolyn has served on the SVTC 
Board of Directors as your community’s representative and was appointed 
to that position by the Amherst Board of Selectmen in 2008.  She has been 
instrumental in helping this regional bus service get rolling, and we hope 
that she will continue to participate as a champion of accessible transpor-
tation for all. 

	 	 	 Sincerely,	
	 	 	 Janet	Langdell,	Chairperson	
	 	 	 Souhegan	Valley	Transportation	Collaborative

What Kind Of Town Have We  
Become?
To the editor:

Hubert Humphrey was quoted as saying that  “It was once said that the 
moral test of government is how that government treats those who are in 
the dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twilight of life, the el-
derly; and those who are in the shadows of life, the sick, the needy and the 
handicapped.”

I was reminded of this quote because of the defeat of Articles 40 and 43 
on the Amherst Town Ballot.

Article 40 asked the town to raise the sum of $35,000 to support the 
health and human service agencies which provide services to Amherst res-
idents and Article 43 asked the town to collect an additional motor vehi-
cle registration fee of $1.50 to support transportation for Amherst citizens 
that is unavailable to them.  

For as long as the social service agencies have been requesting money 
from the town, the amounts granted were part of the operating budget.  
The organizations requesting the funds are required to show the number of 
Amherst citizens they serve.   When there are no Amherst residents served, 
the organization does not request funds for that year.

New agencies requests are first put on an individual warrant for the town 
to vote on. Once approved, the agencies’ request is included in a Social Ser-
vice Agency line item.  Some of the agencies requesting funds are Health 
and Hospice Care, Opportunity Networks, Child Advocacy Center, Nash-
ua Area Health Center and The Red Cross.  

What were the arguments for voting against these articles?  Mainly that 
“tax dollars should not be used for charitable giving,” “residents should be 
able to give to the charitable organizations of their choice,”  “that an orga-
nization may have a political or social agenda” or perhaps “just let the vot-
ers decide.”

In thinking of these spurious reasons, I can’t help thinking about our 
State tax dollars that help flood and ice storm victims or people in need of 
fuel assistance; or our Federal tax dollars that help people ravaged by natu-
ral disasters like Katrina, Haiti etc.   I do not remember having the oppor-
tunity to vote to help people in need that are not Amherst citizens.  We just 
do it because that is the kind of state and country we are.  

Is Amherst not a part of a larger community?  Does Amherst not already 
provide charity in the form of tax abatements to the elderly, the disabled 
and veterans?  Why should this charitable giving be singled out for our lack 
of compassion?  What kind of a town are we that we cannot help “those in 
the dawn of life, those in the twilight of life and those in the shadows of 
life”?

What kind of town have we become?
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Marilyn	Peterman
	 	 	 	 Amherst	

Thanks for Your Faith in Me
To the editor:

I would like to thank the many Amherst citizens who had the faith to 
cast their ballot for me in my bid for election to the Board of Selectmen.  
Their warmth, encouragement and good wishes always make campaigning 
for office a worthwhile and pleasurable experience. 

I would like to especially thank all of the people who took the time to 
write letters of support, allowed me to put signs at their homes and stood 
with me at the polls.

Sincerely,
Marilyn	Peterman
Amherst

Overburdened Mont Vernon Tax 
Payer
To the editor:

Our thanks go to the 262 voters who voted for our Village School Article 
7 SB2 last Tuesday! This super majority (over 60%) of the total vote provided 
the margin over the 144 who voted against SB2.   So next year you’ll be able 
to vote yes for the proposed MVVS budget or no for the default budget by 
polling station or absentee ballot.  Of course, if you want the deliberations, 
you’ll still be able to discuss and amend the budget at an earlier meeting.

However, the 2010 budget results for the Town meeting were disappoint-
ing for taxpayers. First of all, we heard that there are now over $560K real 
estate taxes unpaid. Even so, approximately $245K was added to the Town 
budget over last year’s actual expenditures of $1,826,121.  Much of this 
13.4% increase goes to our volunteer Fire Department.  If the Town spends 
this much, it will add about $200 more in taxes to a $200K house.

The Friday School District meeting was not much better for the overbur-
dened taxpayer.  The increase in tax on a $200K home will be about $150.  
This could have been reduced by $24, if Article 5 had not been increased to 
put $61K away for major school building repairs.

With the Souhegan, plus the Town and Village School budget increases, 
a $200K Mont Vernon home can expect approximately an additional $500 
in taxes this year

	 	 	 	 Tom	McKinney
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

of exemplary work on behalf of the 
people of Hillsborough County is 
impressive and serves as an inspira-
tion to all of us,” said Hillsborough 
County GOP Chairman Stephen 
Stepanek.

The event featured Keynote 
Speaker Congressman Mike Pence 
(R-Indiana), who holds the third 
ranking leadership position for Re-
publicans in the US House as the 
Chairman of the House Republican 
Conference. Also joining the crowd 
as a guest speaker will be Governor 
John H. Sununu, Chairman of the 
NHGOP. The full slate of Repub-
lican candidates for US Senate, US 
Congress and New Hampshire Gov-
ernor will be among attendees.

Commissioner Holden is current-
ly the Vice Chairman of the Hills-
borough County Board of Commis-
sioners, having won reelection six 
times to serve as District 3 County 
Commissioner. In addition, she is a 
member of the Board of Directors of 

the National Association of Coun-
ties (NACo) and is Past President of 
National Conference of Republican 
County Officials (NCRCO).  Holden 
has a lengthy record of achievement 
and service in New Hampshire and 
beyond. She served thirteen years as 
a Representative from Amherst in 
the New Hampshire House and has 
served over 19 years as the Amherst 
School District Moderator, a posi-
tion she continues to hold.

Commissioner Holden is a Past 
President of the Amherst Area Re-
publican Women’s Club, the New 
Hampshire Federation of Repub-
lican Women and a Former Board 
Member of the National Federation 
of Republican Women.  Carol Hold-
en is a native of Needham, MA. She 
received her B.A. degree in Political 
Science from Trinity College (D.C.) 
and her M.A.T degree in Political 
Science from Boston College. Carol 
has been a resident of Amherst for 
thirty-three years. 

department was very suc-
cessful in its recruitment 
efforts. 

With his background in 
the wild land fire arena, 
the chief saw the need to 
have a vehicle that would 
be well suited for off-road 
use. He, along with many 
firefighters, donated nu-
merous hours to restore a 
used all-wheel drive tank-
er into a forest fire fight-
ing vehicle that will serve 
the community for many 
years.  In his addition-
al role as the Emergency 
Management Director, he 
worked in conjunction 
with neighboring com-
munities to create a re-
gional Community Emer-
gency Response Team; a 
group of volunteers who 
serve crucial roles in the 
town during emergen-
cies.  Chief Todd was also 
instrumental in writing a grant to 
acquire new touch-pad radio con-
soles for Amherst Public Safety 
Communications Center. As part 
of the town’s emergency opera-
tions team, he has been a tireless 
worker during the natural disas-
ters that have struck the town in 
the last two years. 

Chairman of the Board of Se-
lectmen George Infanti said, 
“Losing a dedicated profession-
al like Rick is a true loss to the 
Town. It has been a real education 
observing him under pressure at 
fire scenes. On two separate occa-
sions I watched as he calmly man-
aged the scene and gained a new 
respect for his abilities not only as 
a seasoned and professional fire-
fighter, but as a manager of men 
and the respect shown to him 
by his peers and other firefight-
ers.”  Selectman Bruce Bowler, the 
Board’s liaison to the fire depart-
ment stated, “Chief Todd’s com-

mitment to the Town of Amherst 
was 110% during his tenure. Rick 
will be missed and I want to per-
sonally thank him and wish him 
the best in his retirement”. 

With his long standing com-
mitment to the fire service in the 
state, it was no surprise to learn 
that in his retirement Chief Todd 
will continue to serve as a NH 
Fire Academy instructor, as well 
as a Special Deputy Forest Fire 
Warden with the state.  The Board 
wishes to congratulate Chief Todd 
for an outstanding career and ex-
press their appreciation for all that 
he has accomplished as the town’s 
fire chief. The Board, though dis-
appointed to lose such a valuable 
department head, is pleased that 
Chief Todd will be able to enjoy 
some of his hobbies, and most im-
portantly spend quality time with 
family and friends. 

The process to locate a new 
chief for the fire department will 
commence shortly.

More Letters

Amherst Citizen file Photo

Chief Rick Todd is pinned by his wife, Wendy 
as Board of Selectmen chairman Bruce Bowl-
er looks on. Chief Todd assumed his duties 
as the full time Chief on October 22, 2007.

www.amherstcitizen.com
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