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Luxury updates 
on a frugal budget

We all want the finer things in life, but while many of us have expensive 
tastes, we don’t always have lavish budgets. And, when it comes to updat-
ing the kitchen, many items can have large price tags that - in today’s mar-
ket - we won’t be able to recoup.  Luckily, with a little creativity you can 
achieve a cost-conscious kitchen remodel that gives you maximum enjoy-
ment on a minimal budget.

Finished look for less 
Does your kitchen have shiny brass light fixtures? If so, updating these 

can instantly make your home look more current and stylish. Home im-
provement retailers offer a wide variety of stylish and affordable choices 
in popular finishes, such as stainless steel or old world bronze. Or, for an 
even more economical choice, turn your current lighting fixtures from 

brass to beautiful by spray painting 
them with a new contemporary fin-
ish. Manufacturers such as Krylon 
offer unique choices, like Stainless 
Steel or Oil-Rubbed Bronze, that add 
beautiful texture for a high-end look.

Fashionable, functional fo-
cal point

Most kitchens have a basic faucet - 
but as the focal point and most-used 
item in the kitchen, updating this 
mainstay can create a functional 
and fashionable change that every-
one will notice.  

When selecting a new kitchen 
faucet, look for a high-arc style with 
pulldown functionality. Models such 
as the Moen Anabelle Eco-Perfor-
mance faucet feature this unique 
design - with the added benefit of 
up to 32 percent water savings. The 
multi-function wand offers both a 
fast-fill stream for filling pots, as well 
as two Eco-Performance sprays that 
conserve water while allowing you 
to complete everyday tasks such as 

washing dishes or preparing foods - all with the same great performance. 
Available at Lowe’s in both Stainless Steel and Mediterranean Bronze fin-
ishes, this kitchen update will have you saying “wow” with the aesthetic, 
functional and water-saving benefits. For more information on Moen Eco-
Performance kitchen faucets, visit moen.com or lowes.com.

Sensational shelves
Nothing can make a kitchen look worse than cluttered countertops. But 

when it comes to storing necessities or displaying decorative items - there 
often is no other spot. While adding new cabinetry can solve your storage 
issue, it can be costly. Instead, build exposed shelves to give your kitchen a 
more updated look and an open, airy feel.

Home improvement retailers offer a variety of pre-made wood shelv-
ing in a variety of materials and finishes, or, if you are handy, you can build 
your own to save even more. Once they are complete, utilize them for a 
mix of decorative and functional kitchen items and be sure to keep every-
thing neat and clean for a polished look.

Breathtaking backsplash
Adding ceramic tile in your kitchen can add color, texture and a high-

end appearance, but upgrading your entire floor or countertops can be 
very pricey. Instead, adding a tile backsplash can make a dramatic change 
- with minimal cost and effort. Whether you’re an experienced do-it-your-
selfer or not, there are many online step-by-step guides, and many home 
improvement retailers offer classes for this simple project. And, in no time 
at all, you’ll have a beautiful tile masterpiece that will accent - and protect 
- your walls. 

With these few updates, your kitchen will look great and be more func-
tional - all without breaking the bank. 
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Opening the window to federal 
remodeling tax credits

As warm weather approaches and the tax credit for energy efficient replacement 
windows is in full swing, now is the perfect time to consider upgrading your home 
with new windows to help save on cooling costs in those hot summer months, and 
to also save on heating costs when winter rolls around again. The tax credit for en-
ergy efficient replacement windows and doors, originally introduced in 2009 as part 
of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, is set to expire at the end of 2010, 
which makes this year the best time for homeowners to replace their windows and 
upgrade the look and feel of their home.

“New windows not only make the home look more beautiful, they can help save en-
ergy and money for the homeowners,” says Chris Pickering, vice president, marketing, 
Ply Gem windows. “Homeowners can take advantage of the tax credit to increase the 
value of their home, plus shave some of the cost off of their monthly power bill.”

Ply Gem, a leader in the building products industry, offers some tips and guidelines 
to help homeowners make the most of the energy efficient replacement window tax 
credit.

How much money can I get back with the windows tax credit?
Homeowners can receive a tax credit worth 30 percent of the purchase price of 

qualifying energy efficient windows, up to a maximum of $1,500 if purchased and in-
stalled by Dec. 31, 2010.

To redeem the credit, be sure to save your invoice that shows a breakout of window 
and installation costs, the National Fenestration Rating Council (NFRC) labels from all 
windows and doors and the manufacturer’s certificate.

How do I qualify for the tax credit?
The federal government established strict standards for windows to qualify for 

the tax credit. Replacement windows must have a glass package with a U-Factor rat-
ing (the rate at which heat is prevented from escaping) of .30 or lower. Qualifying win-
dows must also possess a Solar Heat Gain Coefficient rating of .30 or lower. The lower 
the window’s SHGC, the less solar heat it transmits.

A common indicator of a window’s energy efficiency is the ENERGY STAR label, 
which as of 2010 includes more stringent guidelines. Homeowners who purchase win-
dows with the ENERGY STAR label should still check with their contractor to ensure 
the windows they purchase meet the tax credit guidelines because the tax credit 
qualifications may vary from ENERGY STAR guidelines in certain locations.

Manufacturers like Ply Gem Windows offer glass packages to meet or exceed tax 
credit qualifications, as well as high-performance styles that meet or exceed ENERGY 
STAR requirements in all climate zones. For added energy efficiency, Ply Gem Win-
dows products are also Green Approved by the National Association of Home Builders 
Research Center National Green Building Certification.

What are the benefits of remodeling my home with energy efficient windows?

Energy efficient windows that meet the tax qualifications offer more savings than 
a one-time federal tax credit. The Alliance to Save Energy says that sealing and insu-
lating your house - including utilizing energy efficient windows - is a great first step 
to take when improving your home’s energy efficiency. Proper sealing and insulation 
can reduce your heating and cooling bill by approximately 20 percent. An energy au-
dit may be available through your local utility or state energy office to help gauge the 
amount of energy that you are currently using and determine what products would 
decrease your energy use.

Environmental and economic benefits are not the only upsides to remodeling a 
home - new windows in classic or contemporary designs can also enhance the aes-
thetic quality of the home and make a more comfortable living space.

Does the federal tax credit offer any other ways to save money?
The remodeling tax credit that expires at the end of the year offers homeowners 

several other options to improve their home and quality of life. Central air condition-
ers, heat pumps, furnaces, boilers and more are also ways to increase your home’s 
energy retention capabilities.

To further save on energy costs, homeowners can use insulated siding, reduce the 
amount of water consumption and unplug appliances when not in use. For other 
ideas on how to increase the energy efficiency of your home, visit www.energysavers.
gov. Be sure to ask your local dealer or contractor about the window products that 
meet the current tax credit requirements. To learn more, visit www.plygemwin-
dows.com or www.recovery.gov.
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