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Real Estate

Real Estate Advertisers: to reach 100% of the Amherst 
and Mont Vernon markets, call 672-9444, or e-mail: 

ads@amherstcitizen.com

Four-Season Sunroom Now
Included With Any Home Purchase*

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224

Prices starting at $279,900 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359

Prices starting at $354,281 

*Not applicable on Monroe floorplan 
P&S must be signed by 4/30/10 

LOVE THIS SUNROOM? 

n New Construction  

n Additions

n Remodeling

n Tenant Fit-ups

n Roofing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Residential / Commercial

Dynacon Building & Development
Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Ron Barry, PREsIDENT

PH: 603-673-9095
(C): 603-235-4263
ron@dynaconbuilders.com
www.dynaconbuilders.com

Office Now Open
www.thenorwoodgroup.com

46 Route 101A  Amherst, NH
603-673-1775

REDUCED
MONT VERNON, NH

Open concept Contemporary 
Cape 6 rms, 3 bdrms, 2 baths. 
Cathedral ceilings, fireplace, 

new maple kitchen.
$299,900  MLS# 2697158

HANCOCK, NH
Oversized 7 rm, 4 bdrms,

2 bath oversized Cape 
located on 2.90 acres.

$205,000  MLS# 2698287

NASHUA, NH
Custom built 8 rm, 5 bdrm, 

2 bath Ranch beautifully 
maintained home on 

1/2 acre lot.
$299,800  MLS# 2697163

www.thenorwoodgroup.com

NEW RENTAL  

Amherst  $1500/mo
Like new 2BR duplex Condo with gas fireplace, central air, delightful 3 season sunroom w/mahogany 

floors and attached garage.
(8 brighams way)

New!
New!

New!

New!
New!

New!

hooksett  $169,900
3BR New Englander hosts eat 
in kitchen with pantry 1st floor 
master, spacious family room, 

located on large lot.

Bedford  $700,000
Custom built 4BR Farmhouse 
with fabulous Chefs kitchen, 
master w/balcony, additional 
BR & bonus rm on 2nd level, 

2 gas fireplaces, Brazilian 
Cherry floors and much more

Amherst  $259,000
Wonderful 2BR Cape on 
private cul-de-sac. Eat in 

kitchen, formal dining room, 
1st floor den, Living room/fam-
ily room, laundry room and 2 

Car garage.

Amherst  $500,000
Lovingly restored circa 1770 

Cape close to village 
Located on 2.46 acres, 

4BR, warm inviting kitchen, 
Cathedral ceilings, updated 
appliances, sunroom over-

looking backyard.

Amherst  $419,000 
or Lease $3000/mo.

Builders own European style 
home 3BR, views, privacy and 
located in a beautiful setting in 

popular Amherst Hills

mAnchester  $279,000
2BR Condo in Straw Hill Hosts 

bright kitchen w/island, fire-
place Living room, spacious 
master w/ new master Bath 
and walk out slider, laundry 

rm, lg 2 car Garage

mont Vernon  $429,900
Gracious 4BR Colonial in 
sought after Morgan Run 

Oversized kitchen, hardwood 
floors, great master bdrm

Visit our state-of-the-art 
website, and view our 
featured properties + 

other Real Estate 
listings!

open house  3/28, 12-3
miLford  $250,000
New Construction  3BR 

energy efficient home. Natural 
gas heat & hot water, hard-

wood floors, 2 car 
garage, close to schools 

and so much more.

103 Ponemah Rd. Amherst, NH (603) 673-4000

“We would like to say THANK YOU to all of our Seller and Buyer clients 
who helped us place third for all of NH Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Agents for most listings sold (Bill Goddard) and most customer 
controlled sales (Ingrid Michaelis) for 2009.  By doing this, we were both 
awarded the International Diamond Society Award, which is given out 
to the top 5% of all Coldwell Banker, RB agents Worldwide.

The market may be slow, but we are not and we 
look forward to continuing to serve our clients 
and helping with any 
and all real estate 

needs.”

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Bill Goddard  566-4316 cell Ingrid Michaelis  494-6671 cell

Welcome Sophie Ludi!
The Norwood Group Residential, Amherst is pleased to announce the affili-
ation of Sophie Ludi as a Sales Associate. As a new agent of The Norwood 
Group, Sophie is anxious for the opportunity to use her energy, drive and 
knowledge to help her clients find success in the real estate market.

Sophie moved to New Hampshire in 2003 
attending The University of New Hamp-
shire and earning her degree in Business 
Management.  After college she lived and 
worked on the Seacoast and then moved 
to Nashua in 2009.

Having received exceptional training and 
support from the team here at The Nor-
wood Group we are confident that Sophie 
will be able to guide her clients through 
the process, either buying or selling real 
estate, with the utmost care and diligence.

46 Route 101A • Amherst, NH
603-673-1775
www.thenorwoodgroup.com

Historic Amherst

The Foundry on Foundry Street: 
Its Origin, Heyday and Demise
Part Three

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

The years 1873 to 1876 brought 
major changes to the foundry – and 
the last hurrah for industrialization 
in Amherst. Harrison Eaton quit the 
iron stove business only five years 
after he had expanded in 1868 and 
employed twenty men. The foundry 
would close a quarter century after 
its first building was erected in 1850 
on the site next to Meadow View 
Cemetery.
Final Years

The Amherst newspaper, The 
Cabinet, reported the promising 
changes in hopeful detail.

In Oct. 1873: “[T]he success of the 
efforts of some of our citizens in the 
establishment of a new business en-
terprise seems assured, as last week 
the foundry building, engine, etc., 
were conveyed by Mr. Eaton to An-
drew F. Sawyer, who intends to put 
in a fifty horse power engine, and 
soon engage ... in the manufacture 
of kits, barrels, &c, giving employ-
ment to twenty five or thirty heads. 
Mr. S. contemplates putting in a 
portable grist mill immediately. 
Some of our citizens have encour-
aged this enterprise by liberal loans 
and gratuities.”

Note that remarkable final sen-
tence. The citizens must have been 
really worried about the economic 
well-being of their town! (Only five 
years earlier, twenty leading citizens 
had contributed a generous sum to 
start the elegant Amherst Hotel. 
And barely two years after its open-
ing, in 1871, Harrison Eaton had 
had to take over its management. It 
would not be rebuilt after it burned 
in 1876.)

Ten months later, in Aug. 1874: 
“Amherst Iron Foundry. It is with 
feelings of no little satisfaction that 
we are able to ... announce that 
Messrs. Samuel & Harrie G. Ea-
ton have purchased of Mr. Sawyer 
the land and new foundry build-
ing, which has been used of late as 
a manufactory of kit stock, and are 
now rapidly putting it in shape to 
resume the foundry business here. 
The building has been ... put in or-
der for the moulders, while on the 
south side near the center of the 
main building a new structure is be-
ing put up ... for cupola-work. One 
of Mackenzie’s new patent blowers 
and cupola has been purchased in 
New York, and is on its way here... 
The same patterns and fixtures 
used in the old business, will again 
be brought in requisition, and the 
class of work done, and the services 

of much of the old help ... secured. 
“Mr. Sawyer has made a contract 

with the Messrs. Eaton to furnish 
the power they require each day for 
a stipulated sum, his engine being 
of sufficient capacity to do so and 
still retain all that he needs. He will 
soon move the old foundry build-
ing around to the south, with end 
toward the new, to run shafting 
through it, and contemplates an in-
crease of his business, rather than 
any diminution as might be inferred 
by the sale of part of his building.”

In September: “Quite a number 
of our citizens, including several 
ladies, were present on Saturday to 
witness the first pour off of the new 
Amherst Iron Foundry.” 

In October: “The Messrs. Eaton of 
the Amherst Iron Foundry are lay-
ing the pipe ... from springs upon 
“Eaton’s Hill” to ... supply water at 
the new foundry. The distance is 
about 140 rods, and ten days [are] 
necessary to complete the job. ... 
The Messrs. Eaton ... are now mak-
ing castings said to be superior to 
any ever before made in town. Mr. 
Sawyer has turned the old building 
around, raised it, put in floorings, 
will clapboard and paint it, and put 
it in shape for his business.”

In November: “Steady Work. The 
Amherst Iron Foundry which was 
started up by the Messrs. Eaton sev-
en weeks ago Monday, has “made a 
melt” every day since, Sundays of 

course excepted, and are still some 
distance behind their orders.”
New Owner Samuel Eaton

Samuel Eaton (1825-1892), 8th 
of 12 children, had followed his 8-
years-older brother Harrison to 
Amherst to work in Daniel Harts-
horn’s foundry. A perusal of the 
deeds reveals that it was Samuel 
who bought the foundry togeth-
er with his brother-in-law Luther 
Smith, also an experienced founder, 
for $2000, when Hartshorn quit in 
1855. Their partnership lasted all 
of four months. Six months after 
that, Harrison bought a half inter-
est for $750 from Smith. The found-
ry would lie dormant for nearly a 
year before Harrison moved back to 
Amherst and took charge in March 
1858. 

The fate of a foundry in Milford 
may offer a clue to what happened 
in Amherst: Having relocated along 
the railroad track, “a large and prof-
itable business was carried on until 
1856, when, owing to an unusual ad-
vance in the price of iron, and the fi-
nancial depression which culminat-
ed a year later in the panic of 1857, 
the foundry ceased to do business.” 
(Ramsdell’s History of Milford.) 

Newspaper notices of Harrison 
are about an enterprising business-
man. Newspaper notices of Sam are 
about his coon hunting (in 1862) 
and trout fishing (in 1863 and ‘74) 
expeditions with buddies – until his 
valiant but futile attempt to revive 
the foundry. It must have been all 
over by April 1876, when Sam sold 
his house at 6 Foundry St., bought a 
farm elsewhere in Amherst, and at 
age 51 became a farmer, as did his 

son. Harry G. Eaton (1849-1884), 
son of Harrison, remained a stove 
dealer.

Harrison sold the foundry with 
engine to Sawyer for $1800 in Sept. 
1873. Sam and his nephew Harry 
bought the foundry back, with only 
part of its former land, from Sawyer 
for $1000 in Oct. 1874. They would 
finally unload it in 1881 for $550 to 
adjacent mill owner Cyrus Cross, 
who resided at 3 Sunset Road. 
Workers to Gardner

Some of the workers moved to 
Gardner, Massachusetts and worked 
in the foundry there. Charles H. 
Kinson and Frank O. Gilson, son 
of Stephen Horace Gilson who had 
lived at 7 Foundry St., can be found 
there in the 1880 and 1900 census-
es. Frank’s son Stephen Horace G., 
Jr. would return to Milford and do-
nate the large framed photo of Ea-
ton’s Foundry and an iron tool to 
the Historical Society of Amherst.
Mills of Cyrus Cross

In Jan. 1878, Andrew F. Sawyer, 
a former blacksmith, sold a half in-
terest in his grist and stave (lumber) 
mills property, including the engine, 
boilers, and all machinery, to Cyrus 
Cross, a former farmer, for $3800. 
In 1879, the whistle of Cross’s steam 
mill could be heard morning, noon 
and night. In 1880 Census, Saw-
yer is a dealer in lumber, flour and 
grain. The site is marked “Stave Mill 
[of] C. Cross” on the 1892 map.

The distinctive foundry building, 
used for decades for storage, was 
moved to Milford, near Railroad 
Square, in 1908.

Samuel Eaton, an iron founder, was the first owner-occupant of this house 
at 6 Foundry Street, built ca. 1850; he sold it in 1876 to Joel F. Osgood, Jr., 
a blacksmith.
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