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Response to “What Kind of Town 
Have We Become?” 
To the editor:

Boys and Girls Club, American Red Cross, Souhegan Valley Transpor-
tation Collaborative. I am sure many Amherst residents would agree that 
they are worthy private organizations that deserve our financial support 
and time. However, they are private organizations that do not need our 
Amherst government using public tax money to support.

Ms.  Peterman asks “What kind of town have we become?”  The same 
town we have always been:  One where citizens generously give of their 
time and money to causes of their own choosing.  One that still supports 
private organizations like the Amherst Juniors Club that donates money to 
help area needs and the  SHARE program where Amherst citizens donate 
their own money and time—just to name a few. 

I am sure we know many citizens who donate in this way to worthy orga-
nizations.  I would even bet that the total money of Amherst resident dona-
tions well exceeds the $35,000 requested in tax money from Article 40.  We 
are the ones who should be evaluating the best private organizations to do-
nate our money to not the government. We need to trust the Amherst citi-
zen to govern themselves and certainly make their own donation choices. 

Why is the government involvement necessary where an appropriate 
market exists? There is a competitive market that exists for charities and 
non-profits alike.  Those charities that talk and listen to their supporters 
will see fundraising continue (even in challenging economic times). These 
organizations that tend to rely on government funds become more vulner-
able and less efficient fund-raising entities.

Does it make sense for the government to raise money through taxes 
from individual citizens and decide what private organizations to give our 
money to?  What about the residents that have already donated to private 
organizations? Most people would not expect their government to make 
these kinds of decisions for them.

Again Ms. Peterman asks “what kind of town have we become?”  Maybe 
we have become more informed citizens who are realizing that we do not 
need the government making decisions for us that we can more effectively 
make for ourselves.

Sincerely,
Michael A. Facques
Amherst

Belvin’s Office Hours
To the editor:

 The weather was warm and dry last Saturday for holding one of my peri-
odic “Office Hours” for meeting the public as a NH State Rep. for Milford/
Amherst.  As a public official you get comments and questions based con-
stituent’s issues covering national, state, and local concerns so we’ll take 
them in that order: 
National

The majority of comments and inquiries for the day were about strong 
objections to national policy ranging from opposition to recently passed 
Health Care legislation to the growing size of the National Debt, and shear 
size and perceived invasion of liberty characterized by the growth of the 
Federal Government.  Clearly, these issues are beyond being a NH State 
Rep...but that is what the majority of the approximately 30 people with 
whom I spoke wanted to talk about.  Without my asking, most identified 
themselves as “Independents.”
State

One person never left his truck, but asked that I support calling on the 
NH Attorney General to join the suit by 14 other State Attorney General’s 
against the mandated coverage required by the new Federal Health Care 
bill...I will.  Another person favored Casino Gambling as proposed in Sen-
ate Bill 489...which I oppose, and a group enjoying the weather just wanted 
to talk about the NH legislative process...we did.
Local

An individual was adamant about stabilizing school funding; anoth-
er stressed the need for more recycling, and finally the motorcycles were 
out in force and a biker stopped to talk about the joy of being back on the 
road.

I was at the Milford Rotary Park, and the Amherst Transfer Station this 
time and will hold more “Office Hours” this June after the NH Legislature 
has adjourned before the September Primaries and November elections.

Respectfully,
Bill Belvin
NH State Rep.
Hillsborough District 6, 
Milford/Amherst

Lack of Respect in Community
To the editor:

I am a freshman student and a representative on the Community Council 
at Souhegan High School. I am writing today because of the lack of respect 
I have been witnessing at Souhegan and in the community at large. The 
Souhegan High School mission statement states, “Souhegan High School 
aspires to be a community of learners born of respect, trust, and courage.” 
Unfortunately, many of Souhegan’s students are choosing to ignore this vi-
tal philosophy that so many community members hold dear.

A perfect example of this tragic abandonment, the inspiration for this 
letter, happened last month on my way to school. As I was getting off the 
bus, I noticed a hat on the floor, a hat that had been trampled over by every 
single student on the bus. Why was it the very last person on the bus who 
had the common decency to pick up the hat and return it to the bus driver? 
What is wrong with these students that they would defile someone else’s 
property? There have since been several such similar incidents that I have 
witnessed.

Throughout Souhegan, one can find even more signs of disrespect. For 
example, the underside of every desk and table at Souhegan is covered with 
gum. One only has to step outside of the Souhegan buildings to see the co-
pious amounts of litter being carelessly discarded by community members. 
Why do students insist on defiling the grounds when it is so incredibly easy 
to put something in a wastebasket or a recycling bin? I can only imagine 
what our cities and towns are going to look like in the future if this trend of 
egregious behavior continues.

The matter of graffiti in our wonderful town is also an issue. When going 
through town, I see graffiti on stop signs, buildings, bridges, and various 
other locations. While I am amazed at the creativity of the perpetrators 
who could gain access to the underside of a bridge over a rushing river, I am 
not amazed by the culture of immorality in this community.

However, the most distressing matter of this whole issue is that these 
are not issues unique to our community. Every other community is facing 
these issues, and most of them to a greater degree than we are. I believe that 
the towns of Amherst and Mont Vernon are uniquely poised to deal with 
these issues. I also believe that it is time for our communities to stand up 
and say that we have a no tolerance policy for these malicious behaviors. 
When a parent hears a child saying something disrespectful, they should 
say something about it. When someone sees litter, they should pick it up. 
Together, we must choose to do what is right.

Sincerely,
Nathan C. Castle
Amherst

Project Graduation Needs Your 
Support
To the editor:

Souhegan High School Project Graduation returns again for its 5th year 
and is shaping up to be a very fun and exciting night for our 2010 graduates.  
This is an all-night, fully supervised, substance –free party held for our 
Amherst & Mont Vernon seniors the night of graduation. This event keeps 
our students safe on what could be an otherwise dangerous evening.  This 
year’s ‘cruise theme’ party will be held at the Hampshire Dome on Friday,  
June 11th from 10pm to 5am.  Some of the activities include a hypnotist, 
a ‘casino’, laser tag, tarot card reading and much more.  Food will be pro-
vided throughout the evening and students will also have the opportunity 
to win prizes.

Project Graduation 2010 is only possible through the generous donations 
of our community businesses and residents.  Our goal this year is to offer 
this event to all Souhegan seniors free of charge, to ensure every student 
that wants to is able to attend.  We have already received generous cash 
and prize donations and we thank those businesses, parents and commu-
nity members that have given to us this year.  We still need to raise more 
funds to reach our goal.  Please consider supporting our students by donat-
ing cash or prizes – please send donations to SHS Project Graduation, c/o 
Cathy Jellison, 2 Christian Hill Rd., Amherst, NH 03031.

We also encourage our area residents to volunteer to help the night of 
Project Graduation.  We need LOADS of chaperones – senior parents are 
not allowed to attend this event so we really depend on parents with young-
er students to help out.  We call it ‘PAY IT FORWARD’ – remember, some-
day someone will be chaperoning for your child their senior year.  If you are 
interested in helping out please contact Jo-Ellen Redmond at jo_red55@
hotmail.com. 

Please consider helping our soon-to-be Souhegan High School graduates 
enjoy a fun and successful evening, by donating or volunteering your time.  
If you have any questions please contact one of the committee members 
below:
• General Questions / Information: Kim Ommundsen, karov@aol.com
• Sponsorships, Donations, Prizes: Cathy Jellison, cathyjello@comcast.net
• Volunteers: Jo-Ellen Redmond, jo_red55@hotmail.com 

Thank you,
Project Graduation 2010 Committee
Nancy Protzmann

 
 
 

History’s Verdict
To the editor:

 The federal HHS Secretary says the “government will work to reduce, 
and eventually eliminate drug company profits.”

The Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee says there is a “ Good 
and Welfare” clause in the Constitution.  

The Chairman of The House Rules Committee, Alcee Hastings, has 
said “There are no rules. We make them up”. (former federal judge, con-
victed and impeached for corruption.)

Congressman Dingle has said “This bill is a way to control the people.”
The President has said “ This bill will reduce Employer Healthcare costs 

by three thousand percent.” ( must be the new math )
Water was turned on for California farmers after two congressman fi-

nally voted for the bill. The federal government had turned it off by order 
of the EPA. What kind of governments use water rights as a means of con-
trolling people?  

People on the street have said “It’s like Christmas.”, or they look forward 
to getting “Obama money.”

Congressman Rangel, head of The House Ways and Means Commit-
tee (the committee that writes our tax code) said he didn’t understand the 
code when confronted with tax evasion charges.

Timothy Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury, (which oversees the IRS) 
also had some tax irregularities which only came to light when he was 
nominated to his position.  

The Founders of our Republic pledged “Their lives, their fortunes and 
their sacred honor “ for the liberty of posterity.

Ben Franklin said “those who give up essential liberty to purchase a little 
temporary safety, deserve neither.”

Thomas Jefferson, claimed by the democratic party as one of  their own, 
was the staunchest supporter of state’s rights vs a more powerful federal 
goverment. He warned us that the price for liberty is eternal vigilance.

James Madison, author of our Constitution, said in Federal-
ist 46 “ambitious encroachments of the federal government, on the author-
ity of the state governments, would not excite the opposition of a single 
state, or of a few states only. They would sound a general alarm. But what 
degree of madness could ever drive the federal government to such an ex-
tremity?”  

Thomas Paine spoke of the debt incurred by our new republic’s War for 
Independence. He urged fellow patriots to “make haste” in paying the debts, 
so as not to leave it for the next generation..

Sam Adams summed up the feeling towards people remaining loyal 
to King George III.. He said “if ye love wealth better than liberty, the tran-
quility of servitude better than the animating contest of freedom, go home 
from us in peace. We ask not your counsels or your arms. Crouch down and 
lick the hands that feed you. May your chains set lightly upon you, and may 
posterity forget that ye were ever our countrymen.”

After endless debates on the form our new goverment would take, 
someone stopped Ben Franklin upon his leaving Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia.  He was asked, “Sir, what type of government have you given 
us?”  His reply was “A republic, if you can keep it.”.  

 
Will we be the generation who lets it slip through our fingers? There will 

be no excuses or forgiveness in history. There will be only resentment, re-
gret, derision, and stories of how things used to be.

 
Annie Conceison
Amherst

It’s Not About Money or Charity
To the editor:

There has been much discussion, confusion and despair regarding the 
defeat of article 40 on the Amherst Town ballot. This article enabled the 
town to vote “yes” or “no” on the funding of the social service agencies that 
provide very necessary services to the citizens of the Amherst. Letters have 
been written asking “What kind of town have we become?” In fact, I do 
not believe that this negative vote had anything to do with our community 
spirit or priorities. While this is obviously a difficult economy in which to 
ask for “Yes” votes on warrants with $$$ attached, this was not even a vote 
on generosity or fiscal conservatism.

What this was was a giant mistake! The Selectmen, in their desire to 
present as low a budget as humanly possible, isolated this key component 
of Town life and took these funds out of the recommended budget, lumped 
them together and, with little or no explanation, asked the voters to pass 
expenditures that they had never seen before and knew little about. While 
I am sure this was not meant to be mean-spirited, it was short-sighted, stra-
tegically counter-productive, and degenerative to community needs. The 
result is that many of these essential services are at risk of not being pro-
vided by the already financially strapped organizations that deliver them.

Most of the services could not be described as “optional” or “at the dis-
cretion of the voters”. We are talking here, among others, about Meals on 
Wheels, Services for rape and assault victims, child advocacy services, 
counseling for families and children at risk, and visiting nurses for the ill. 
These are absolute necessities in a town of over 13,000 people. Things hap-
pen to all of us, rich or poor, young or old. We, or our neighbors, requiring 
these helping hands cannot be told to wait for “help” until next year’s Town 
budget vote. These needs are immediate and “non-debatable”. They are not 
subject to the whims of the economy or voter education and mood. Who is 
going to tell an abused wife or child or a family in financial and emotional 
distress to be patient for a year?

The misguided decision to place this set of expenditures on the bal-
lot was then compounded by providing little or no education or explana-
tion. Few of us knew who Host Homes, Bridges, Keystone Hall, Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates for Children or Home Health and Hospice Care 
were! Our community’s wonderful and well known residence for seniors, 
Parkurst Place, was labeled Souhegan Valley Interfaith Housing Corpora-
tion. That is neither useful nor logical for voters trying to make sense of this 
lengthy warrant article. Of course, we voted “NO!”

And this is not about our community’s charitable giving or generos-
ity either. These services are for all of us! Even (especially) me! Last year, 
seemingly in the prime of health, I ended up one morning being rushed 
to surgery for a burst intestine. No warning or known cause! A few days 
later, upon my return home, I was treated by the “angel” nurses at “Home 
Health and Hospice” who may have helped to save my life. I had not a clue 
what I was doing and they were fantastic. A few weeks later, I was up and 
about, coaching the High School Tennis Team and being a productive citi-
zen. That wasn’t about money or charity. It was just what these agencies do! 
They help us when we need them!

OK, so what do we do now? Well, for starters, “Amherstians” who think 
the decision to treat these agencies as optional was terribly wrong should 
contact Town Hall and express yourselves. Also, come to Selectmen’s meet-
ings on Mondays and contribute to the dialogue. Make sure that next year, 
these small sums are again part of the Town budget and not treated as friv-
olous.

Also, I have hopes that some fund-raising can be accomplished to help 
the needed services continue until next year. Plans are in the early stages 
but if you want to help in this effort, contact me. Often local efforts and giv-
ing are the most rewarding and I’m sure this is one of those situations.

Rick Katzenberg
Amherst
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