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Town NewsEvents Calendar
Community Supper  at SHARE

Everyone is invited to a family friendly free supper on Thursday, April 15, Tax 
Day. People are encouraged to bring neighbors and friends in addition to their 
families. Hosted at SHARE Center off Elm Street in Milford; supper will be served 
from 5:30-7pm. The Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Milford will provide the 
food. For more information or questions please call: 673-1870.

Newcomers Club Monthly Meeting
The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club meets at “Cassidy’s Grille” second Thurs-

day of each month. They are located at #25 Route 101A in Amherst. For further 
information, call Helen J Urtamo at 672-6122 or Gail Beers 673-9544 or visit our 
website www.nhnewcomers.com

Saturday  Night Comedy Club
Great Comedy on Saturday Nights at the Club Comedy at Amherst from the 

co-founder of the Comedy Connection.  Doors open at 7p.m. and show starts at 8 
p.m.  Amherst Country Club, 72 Ponemah Rd, Amherst.  For more information call 
673-9908 or got to www.amherstcountryclub.com

Photographers Forum April Meeting
Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, April 19 at 7:15 

p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. We are an informal club offering 
educational programs for all ability levels. We meet the 1st and 3rd Mondays of 
the month. The three categories for the April 19 meeting are: Assigned: “Brrrrr”, 
Challenge: “In the Eye of Ron Rosenstock” and Open. Be our guest for your first 
meeting. Dues are $30/year thereafter. For more info go to www.photographersfo-
rum.org, email colettecrisp@earthlink.net or call 880-1420.

Double “A” Quintet Comes To SHS For Jazz Night
The Double “A” Quintet will be the featured artists at the Souhegan Jazz Night 

#3 held at 7:00pm on Thursday April 22nd at Souhegan High School. Double A is 
a new jazz quintet formed by pianist Yvonne Aubert and guitarist Andrew Greene.  
The quintet consists of alumni from the University of New Hampshire, Univer-
sity of Western Michigan, and the New England Conservatory.  Double A focuses 
on original compositions by Nick Mainella, Nate Therrien, Andrew Greene, and 
Yvonne Aubert.  Each composition encompasses the contemporary feel of jazz 
with straight-eighths grooves, melodic lines, and new age harmonies.  Stemming 
from the historical roots of jazz, Double A doesn’t turn away from the timeless 
standards that inspires each of them and will indulge the crowd occasionally with 
some swinging tunes.

Double “A” will be joined by jazz ensembles from Souhegan HS, Manchester 
Central HS, Amherst MS, Woodbury MS (Salem) and Hampstead MS. Admission 
at the door is $10/adults, $8/students. Doors will open at 6:30pm. For more infor-
mation, please contact Carl Benevides at: cbenevides@sprise.com. Please join us 
for another great night of jazz!

MOMS Club of Amherst Announces 2010 Dates
The east and west sister chapters of MOMS® (Mothers Offering Mothers Sup-

port) Club of Amherst recently announced their business meeting schedules for 
the first half of 2010. Route 101 delineates the split into East and West chapters.

The East chapter meets 9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. The West chapter meets 9-11 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each 
month. Both groups’ meetings convene in the basement of the First Baptist 
Church of Amherst, 25 ½ Middle Street. 

MOMS Club of Amherst is a chapter of MOMS Club International, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to supporting stay-at-home mothers and their children. To 
learn more about our club visit http://sites.google.com/site/amherstmomsclub/ or 
e-mail: amherstmomsclub@yahoo.com. 

Historic Amherst

Horace Phelps House on Foundry Street
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

The story of the sprawling 
old house at 18 Foundry Street, 
today known as “The Bee-
hive,”  affords a glimpse into 
several interesting aspects of 
Amherst’s economy in the sec-
ond half of the 19th century, 
and may serve as a reminder 
of Amherst’s sacrifices in the 
“War of the Rebellion.” For 
those interested in local archi-
tecture, this house has an un-
usual split construction and 
not only   is the year erected 
known but also the carpenter 
who built it.
Builder Horace Phelps

This property, then bounded 
by Foundry Street and Davis 
Lane, was bought for $150 (land 
only) in 1853 by Horace Phelps 
(1801-1891) a few months after 
he sold his farm up the road on 
Christian Hill for $1200. He 
no doubt built this house for 
his family, since he was a car-
penter as well as farmer. Horace and his wife 
Betsey lived here with three children, as well 
as her mother and sister. He would sell off half 
an acre with a house he built upon it (now 7 
Davis Lane) in 1860.  
Civil War Hero

This was the boyhood home of Amherst’s 
Civil War hero, Sergeant Charles H. Phelps, 
who was born in Amherst, was among the first 
to enlist from this town, and died July 3, 1863 
at Gettysburg at the age of 20, after fighting 
in eleven battles. His gravemarker in Meadow 
View Cemetery, across the street, bears the 
inscription “A young man, but an old soldier.” 

He is among the men commemorated by the 
Soldiers’ Monument on the Common. When 
the Grand Army of the Republic instituted a 
post in Amherst in 1879, it was named after 
him.
A Woman’s Career

Miss Sophia E. Phelps (1836-1924), Horace’s 
daughter, was a school teacher in her early 
twenties. She taught 25 scholars in the Dis-
trict 5 school for a 12-week winter term for 
wages of $18 per month in 1858/9. The next 
year she taught in District 4 (Christian Hill): 
14 scholars for a 10-week summer term for 
$14/month including board; and 19 scholars 

for a 10-week winter term for 
$18/month including board. The 
Superintending Committee re-
ported: “Miss Phelps has earned 
a good reputation as a teacher. 
By her mild and winning man-
ner, she secures the esteem of 
her pupils and inspires in them 
a commendable degree of enthu-
siasm.” Then at age 24, she took 
over a millinery shop in the Vil-
lage, and was taxed on $100 stock 
in trade for the next three years. 
In March of 1864, she advertised 
a sale of her fancy goods “at cost.” 
In August that year, she married 
Perley Woodbury Dodge (1839-
1902), a farm laborer, and a few 
weeks later their child was born. 
It’s not hard to figure out why 
she quit her business; she would 
resume work as a milliner some 
time later (1880 census).  

Sophia was a charter mem-
ber of the Women’s Relief Corps, 
auxiliary to the Charles H. Phelps 
Post named in honor of her broth-
er. She served as its president in 
1896 and attended the national 

convention at Saint Paul. She was a member of 
the Congregational church, the Ladies Chari-
table Association, the Grange, and secretary 
of the Improvement Society. In 1884, Mrs. 
Sophia E. Dodge was honored with a concert 
for all her help to the town. More significant-
ly, she served on the Amherst School Board 
many years (1886-’98 and 1901-’08), repeated-
ly as secretary. It appears that she was the first 
woman in that elected position, for which she 
was remunerated $50 in 1886, a high of $55 in 
1895, and $30 in the final years. She was part 

April-June 2010 Meeting Dates:
EAST—
April 20
May 18
June 15

WEST—
April 21
May 19
June 16

The Horace Phelps House (erected 1853) at 18 Foundry Street, today 
known as The Beehive. The piazza, now gone, was added in 1878 for 
summer guests. This historic image is from the collection of the Historical 
Society of Amherst.

u William M. Fowler   continued from page 1

Indian War.  This year marks the 
250th anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of Amherst and the end of the 
French and Indian War.  Empires 
at War captures the sweeping pan-
orama of this world war, especially 
in its descriptions of the strategy 
and intensity of the engagements in 
North America, many of them epic 
struggles between armies in the wil-
derness.  It depicts the prelude to 
the war, and then its unofficial be-
ginning when, on May 28, 1754, a 
group of militia and Indians led by 
twenty two year old Major George 
Washington surprised a camp of 
sleeping French soldiers near pres-
ent day Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
Washington could not have known 
it, but the brief and deadly exchange 
of fire that ensued lit the match that 
would “set the world on fire.”  The 
resulting French and Indian War in 
North America became part of the 
global conflict known as the Seven 
Years War, fought across Europe, 
India, and the East and West Indies.  
Before it ended, nearly one million 
men had died.

Professor Fowler, the former di-
rector of the Massachusetts His-
torical Society, is currently Dis-
tinguished Professor of History at 
Northeastern University and the 
Massachusetts Society of the Cin-
cinnati George Washington Distin-
guished Professor.  He is also the for-
mer Gay Hart Gaines Distinguished 

Fellow at Mount Vernon.  Professor 
Fowler received his undergraduate 
degree from Northeastern Universi-
ty and his Ph.D. from the University 
Notre Dame. He is the former edi-
tor of The New England Quarterly 
and the author of a number of books 
relating to American history.  Fowl-
er’s Empires at War received enthu-
siastic reviews when it appeared in 
2005, including the notice of author 
David McCullough, who wrote, 
“William Fowler is a superb histo-
rian, and his Empires at War is first 
rate—both a work of scholarship 
and a clear, insightful unfolding of 
one of the great dramas in history, 
the importance of which can hard-
ly be overstated.”  Fowler’s lecture is 
certain to help us understand what 
was happening in the world during 
those years leading up to Amherst’s 
incorporation and, perhaps, why so 
many towns were named after the 
popular general who dealt the final 
blow to the French.   

This program is free and open to 
the public.  You can register for this 
special event by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”  For a listing 
of upcoming 250th Amherst Anni-
versary events please visit the Town 
of Amherst’s website at http://www.
amherstnh.gov  and click on Am-
herst250 “Event Schedule.”

u Blue Bus Rolls Again   continued from page 1

ing about the recent election results 
and the numerous letters to the 
editor voicing concern about their 
community’s level of concern for all 
of its residents. Based on personal 
experience with aging parents who 
could no longer drive safely and vol-
unteer work for a medical rides pro-
gram in the Greater Nashua area, 
the Amherst donor appreciates the 
importance of lower cost, wheel-
chair-accessible transportation and 
its value to the fabric of a commu-
nity. This donation goes far in hon-
oring the memory of the donor’s 
parents and enhancing Amherst’s 
social capital as a caring and desir-
able community. 

Carolyn Mitchell, Amherst’s 
SVTC Board member appointed 
by the Selectmen, noted, “Many 
Amherst residents have expressed 
their embarrassment at the lack of 
town support for the bus service 
and for the health and human ser-
vice agency funding.”  She went on 
to say, “The town of Amherst should 
care for all of its residents - includ-
ing those who are frail, have little 
income or who are unable to care 
for themselves. Fortunately, we are 
blessed to have a neighbor with 
the means and conviction to salvage 
Amherst’s share of the Souhegan 
Valley Rides bus service for another 
year while we work to establish sus-
tainable funding.”

 Amherst’s March 9th Town Elec-
tion resulted in the defeat of a pro-
posed capital reserve fund for public 
transportation that would have been 
created through a $1.50 motor ve-
hicle registration fee. This funding 
method was proposed as a sustain-

able way for Amherst to raise the 
monies necessary to fund their por-
tion of the Souhegan Valley Rides 
ongoing annual operating costs. A 
similar fee and capital reserve fund 
are being used successfully in Hollis 
to ensure that community’s ongoing 
participation in the bus service. 

The anonymous donation is a 
onetime only stroke of good luck 
for Amherst and for the bus service. 
Without community support at next 
year’s town meeting, Amherst resi-
dents will again be faced with the 
loss of access to this valuable com-
munity resource. The challenge for 
this community and for SVTC will 
be to establish a sustainable way to 
fund Amherst’s share of the bus ser-
vice operations. Unfortunately, rely-
ing on possible future donations by 
other individuals is not a sustainable 
way to finance this type of commu-
nity transportation infrastructure. 
Additionally, relying on grant and 
foundation monies is not a realis-
tic long-term solution. Most foun-
dations and organizations will pro-
vide initial seed money or planning 
funds but they are not equipped to 
provide ongoing operating cost as-
sistance. The SVTC Board of Direc-
tors looks forward to collaborating 
with Amherst’s community leaders 
to ensure the success of this region-
al transportation initiative.

If you are interested in working 
with SVTC, making a donation or 
would like more information, please 
contact Janet Langdell or Carolyn 
Mitchell at Info@SouheganRides.
org or 603-860-1202, or visit www.
SouheganRides.org.

We’ve 

Teamed Up with 

Amherst Earth 

Products to Serve 

You Better!

Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates now has one of the 
most experienced hygiene teams in the region.

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

Kitty Angels Fundraiser
OutdOOr FleA mArKet And

    HuGe yArd SAle!
Over 70 Vendors
Rain or Shine!

Sat. & Sun., 
May 1&2, 9am-5pm 

Treasures Antiques 
Collectables & MORE

106 Rt. 122
Amherst, NH 03031

(603) 672-2535
www.TreasuresNH.com

Featuring:  Petting Zoo w/ goat cart rides, Paradise Farms, 
Queenies Weenies, Hoynacki Kettle Korn, eJ Bakery, amazing
Flower Farm, On site Massages by Studio One, Military items,
animal Communicator, amherst animal Hospital.........
Kitties will be on site!  ~ Vendor space is available!

MEOw!FOOd, FUN & RAFFLES!

ONGOING REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 YEAR
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

Continued on page 7  u

Please let our advertisers know that you saw their 
ad in The Amherst Citizen!

Reiki yourself, family, and pets
to heal, soothe and comfort

Reiki Class
• nursing, massage, social work CEU’s
• teacher of 7,000 students
• co-author of best selling Reiki Energy Medicine

Libby Barnett, MSW

©

Call to register for May 1st classCall to register for May 1st classCall to register for May 1st classCall to register for May 1st classCall to register for May 1st class
or a private sessionor a private sessionor a private sessionor a private sessionor a private session

(603) 654-2787(603) 654-2787(603) 654-2787(603) 654-2787(603) 654-2787
www.reikienergy.com

PAYROLL SPECIALISTS
SERvIng LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEn YEARS

• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• Preparation of all Employer federal 

and State forms and Deposits.
Call:  603-672-1155 for more information

e-mail:  payrolls@earthlink.net
no payroll too large or too small

Visit:  www.amherstcitizen.com for coupon savings!

http://www.amherstcountryclub.com/
http://sites.google.com/site/amherstmomsclub/
mailto:Info@SouheganRides.org
mailto:Info@SouheganRides.org

