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The Amherst Town Library’s Chil-
dren’s Room will be very busy in 
April. Join us for some of the follow-
ing events. Please contact Miss Jennie 
or Miss Sue if you have any questions 
by calling 603-673-2288 or by visiting 
the library’s website at http://www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us/.
Storytimes: April 6th-April 20th
Babies-2s on Tuesdays @ 10:00am
2s-3s on Tuesdays @ 11:15am
4 yr. olds and up on Wednesdays @ 11:30am

Middle School Book Group - April 15th, 6:30-7:30pm 
- We will be discussing Max Quigley, Technically Not a 
Bully by James Roy.

Earth Day Storytime & Craft- April 22nd, 3:45-
4:45pm- Celebrate Earth Day at the library by coming 
in for some stories and a craft. For children ages 5 and 
up. Registration is required.

Royal Pins for Teens & Tweens- 
April 26th, 3-4pm- Create your 
very own pin using play cards, felt, 
beads and sequins. Registration is 

required.
Eating Up Poetry - April 27th, 3-

4:15pm- In honor of National Poetry 
Month, join us for a poetry reading/eat-

ing. Kids will get a chance to listen to a 
variety of poems, make a few easy snacks 

and then eat their tasty creations! Registration 
is required. Please inform the librarian of any allergies 
when you sign up for the program. This program is for 
children in grades 2-4.

John Root - April 28th, 3-4pm- This program invites 
children to flex their bodies, voices and imaginations. 
John plays a variety of instruments and the children 
will help create and enact new verses to familiar music 
and movement songs. All ages are welcome. No regis-
tration is required.
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It’s About Conservation

Listening
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

I could title this “Shape Up!” or perhaps “We 
Hear You”.  The recent Recreation Commission 
questionnaire generated a good and useful spread 
of responses from which to form the Recreation 
Master Plan.  Many of the responses addressed the 
need for individual and family recreational outlets, 
stretching from the physical to mental and social.  
In response to those comments, the Plan will go 
well beyond the traditional concept that recreation 
means solely team sports programs.

A preliminary tabulation of the 960 responses 
lists the number of participants in what are often 
termed “passive recreation” activities; that is, non-
motorized, individual activities.  The most popular 
of these turn out to be:

Activity    Respondents
Hiking   250
Walking   232
Sledding   257
Snowshoeing  149
Biking   213 
Environmental programs 177

These numbers compare with traditional team 
sports participants for which 191 listed football 
and 307 listed baseball.

How did the respondents feel about Conserva-
tion Commission-supported activities and facili-
ties?  Many said there is room for improvement.  
We agree!  Of the 510 responses naming recreation 
facility improvements, suggestions for trail im-
provements (64) were second only to suggestions 
for football/soccer field improvements (122) and 
the same number as those for baseball field im-
provements.

 ACC volunteers maintain 22 miles of trails on 
2,000 acres of ACC-managed property.  Connect-
ing trails link Amherst trails with those of the 
Milford and Bedford Conservation Commissions.  
Trail access is available at 13 trailheads.  Unfor-
tunately, off-road parking is only available at 6 of 

the locations.  Curbside 
parking serves the re-
mainder.

The trail density on our existing properties is 
comfortable.  Where multiple trails exist, as in Joe 
English Reservation, there is space between trails 
for variety and screening.  The flip side is that there 
is not much opportunity for logical expansion of 
the system on the presently owned land.  The ACC 
vision for trail system expansion pictures addition-
al hiking trails which could serve bikers and walk-
ers as well from the Village area to Souhegan High 
School, to Joppa Hill Farm via the Bragdon Farm, 
and to Grater Woods Reservation in Merrimack.

From the preliminary response tabulation, it 
is clear that biking trails, new and improved, are 
sought by many recreationists.  This is a use to 
which the ACC trail system can only offer lim-
ited support and one the ACC doesn’t feel char-
tered to provide.  The Conservation Commission is 
very willing to work with the Recreation Commis-
sion on bike and walking trail improvements and 
the creation of new trails; such as, the Village to 
Souhegan trail.  An important opportunity to pro-
vide safe bike and walking ways is presented every 
time our town roads are improved by including a 
designated recreation lane on one side.

This year the ACC has plans for improving trail 
signage, maps and marking.  It is always a question 
how often to paint trail blazes.  We want enough 
marking so the new hiker feels comfortable on our 
trails without creating a picket fence appearance.  
A revised and enlarged Amherst Walk Book will 
be published this June.  It will describe all the ACC 
trails and many other hiking opportunities in our 
neighboring towns.  The new edition will feature 
added natural history information and trail photo-
graphs.  We look forward also, to being more active 
in conjunction with the Recreation Department 
and Library in providing environmental education 
programs, especially for families.

Amherst Town Library

“And Now… Mark Twain!”
 AMHERST - The Amherst 

Town Library is honored to 
present, “And Now…Mark 
Twain!,” a living history per-
formance, as the final pro-
gram of the “Let’s Talk His-
tory” five-part adult evening 
series at the Library celebrat-
ing the 250th Anniversary 
of Amherst.  Scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 20th at 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Main Reading 
Room of the Library, this one-
person play is a delightful look 
at the life and work of Amer-
ica’s foremost humorist.  Full 
of wit and wisdom of the spe-
cial brand of storytelling that 
made Mark Twain a legend 
in his time, this program is 
sure to inform and entertain.  
Twain will be portrayed by Rich-
ard Clark, an actor with over thirty 
years of experience in New England 
regional theater, New York Theater 
and television.

You could read a book about 
Mark Twain, or read a book by Mark 
Twain, or you could come and meet 
the man at the Library—so to speak.  
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better 
known as Mark Twain, is the distin-
guished novelist, short story writer, 
essayist, journalist, and literary crit-
ic who ranks among the great fig-

ures of American literature. Twain 
was born in Florida, Missouri, in 
1835, moved during his childhood 
to Hannibal, Missouri; he then trav-
eled far and wide during his life-
time.  In this program you will be 
treated to a compendium of his life 
and works; laugh along with him at 
the foibles, follies and fantasies of a 
bygone era.

Living history presenter, Richard 
Clark, is a graduate of Clark Uni-
versity and studied at the Ameri-
can Academy of Dramatic Art, The 

Actor’s Connection, 
and the Actor’s Loft 
in New York City.  His 
shows are based on 
the biographies, auto-
biographies, person-
al letters, books and 
works of various play-
wrights.  He has spent 
recent years profes-
sionally in New York 
Theater and televi-
sion.  His television 
credits include “Guid-
ing Light,” “The Ken-
nedys of Massachu-
setts,” “As the World 
Turns,” and “Saturday 
Night Live.”  Clark has 
also appeared in many 
regional theaters, in-

cluding major roles in “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” “The Cru-
cible,” “Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?”  and “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.”

This library program is free and 
open to the public.  You can register 
for this special evening of theater 
and “time travel” by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website 
at www.amherst.lib.nh.us and se-
lecting “Calendar of Events.”

Amherst Town Library

Gloucester Hornpipe & Clog Society
 AMHERST - As we continue 

throughout the year to celebrate 
Amherst’s 250th Anniversary, 
please join us on Sunday, April 18th 
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Main 
Reading Room of the Amherst 
Town Library for The Gloucester 
Hornpipe & Clog Society perfor-
mance.  In honor of the founding 
of Amherst in 1760, The Glouces-
ter Hornpipe & Clog Society will 
present the music that lifted spirits 
at that momentous time in histo-
ry.  The five member group loves to 
sing in glorious harmony along with 
playing instruments that include 
the fiddle, flute, guitar, banjo, man-
dolin, viola, accordion, tin whistle, 
recorder, dulcimer, and the age-
old delights of spoons, bones, and 
bodhran (Irish drum).  They also 
feature a washtub bass and a unique 
instrument called the pogo-cello, 
which dates from the 1800s and is 
a combination rhythm instrument 
and pogo stick.

The Gloucester Hornpipe & Clog 
Society has delighted audiences 
since 1971 with a lively mix of Celt-
ic jigs and reels, American Colo-
nial-era tunes, sing-along sea chan-
teys, and original songs of colorful 
people and places from New Eng-
land’s rich history.  In their special-
ly crafted program celebrating the 
incorporation of the town of Am-
herst, the group shares that the new 
residents of Amherst in 1760 sang 
in kitchens and workshops, in mili-
tary camps, and in church and tav-
ern.  They loved ballads, which were 
written to spread the latest news 
and celebrate bold deeds, and they 
also enjoyed songs that promoted 
their cause in the brewing revolu-
tion.  Much of the music came from 
their countries of origin—Irish jigs, 
Scottish hornpipes, and English 
tunes.  Everyone knew a wealth of 
melodies, many with several sets 
of words, ideal for marching or for 
dancing--a favorite pastime. 

The Society’s band members 
bring many talents to their perfor-
mance and include David “Doc” 
Rosen, John Berger, Jonathan Gil-
bert, Nancy Koch, and Diane Taraz.  
“Doc” Rosen is cofounder of the 
group and is master of the age-old 

delights of the bodhran (an Irish 
drum), spoons, bones and the pogo-
cello.  John Berger’s vigorous fid-
dling and energetic singing sets 
hearts a-thumping, his banjo setting 
of old-timey tunes ring with joy, and 
he can play anything on guitar from 
ragtime to hornpipes.  Jonathan Gil-
bert’s wooden flute dates from the 
1830s: it’s the Irish flute’s 19th cen-
tury ancestor.  With a background 
in historical music and years of ex-
perience locally as a dance musi-
cian, he can also switch to man-
dolin or fiddle, whistle or recorder, 
guitar, bass, or bodhran—and fill 
out a song with baritone harmony.  
Nancy Koch plays the accordion, 
ranging from lively to lyrical, racing 
reels to waltzes.  She also plays gui-
tar, mandolin, and tin whistle.  Nan-
cy creates lovely vocal harmonies 
on gorgeous slow ballads.  She has 
played for contra dances through-
out New England, in other Celtic 
bands, and currently also performs 

with the Revels Repertory Compa-
ny.  Diane Taraz has a silken, crys-
tal-clear voice perfectly suited for 
beautiful and original songs.  She is 
an award-winning songwriter who 
loves to create songs about fascinat-
ing historic events.  All band mem-
bers are from Boston and the sur-
rounding area, and the band enjoys 
performing around New England at 
concerts, coffeehouses, museums, 
historic sites, maritime and outdoor 
summer series.  The band’s rollick-
ing, friendly style is fun for all!

This event is free and open to the 
public.  To register for this enter-
taining program, call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, email 
library@amherst.lib.nh.us , or visit 
the Library’s web site at http://www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the 
calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.

  

The Gloucester Hornpipe & Clog Society band scheduled to appear at the 
Amherst Town Library on Sunday, April 18 at 4:00 p.m.  Band members in 
the photo from left to right: David “Doc” Rosen; Nancy Koch; John Berger; 
Diane Taraz; and, Jonathan Gilbert.

www.thetownplier.com

A-PRO
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Insured • Steam Cleaned • Available 7 Days a Week

(603) 672-2205
Dave Temple, Owner Also Offer:
244 Boston Post Road Home / Office Cleaning
Amherst, NH 03031 by Karen Temple

Spring’s sweet 
song is again 
in the air, and  
beckons us back 
to the awakening 
gardens. 

We welcome your 
return to The Mixed 
Border, where we 
grow our plants in 
harmony with nature.

Spring Hours
Daily, 9 am – 5 pm

(weather-permitting)

Our 16th Season Begins 
Saturday, April 17th!

www.TheMixedBorder.com
(603) 882-5538

363 Pine Hill Road, Hollis, NH 03049

Bring in this ad GeT 10% Off any plants in stock
Offer good until 6/30/10. Limited to one time only. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Bring a friend and your friend will get 10% off.

Photo courtesy of Walters Gardens – Chris Hansen

Tue-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3
Across from Chappell Tractor

672-0392
459 Route 13S, Milford   

www.devineflooring.com

◆ CARpeT ◆ Tile ◆ Vinyl ◆ lAMinATe ◆ WOOD ◆ AReA RugS ◆

“Come Experience The Devine Difference... 
You’ll Be Floored!”

Tue-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-4 

654-5400
438 Gibbons Highway
Route 101W • Wilton

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

specializing in 
ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting

over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems
fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics 

ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992   •   20 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

801-5366   •   pruningbymike@aol.com
Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Now is the time to prune your fruit trees!

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Presenter Richard Clark as Mark Twain.

Send your publicity to: news@amherstcitizen.com, or mail to: 
The Amherst Citizen, PO Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031


