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AMHERST - On Thursday, May 
6, The Amherst Garden Club will 
present Carol King Platt, a Con-
necticut garden designer and writer, 
speaking on how to design beautiful 
and effective foundation plantings. 
Her program, Foundation Planting 
Fundamentals, is a fun, informative 
discussion of the history and pur-
pose of foundation plantings. In her 
program she addresses not just what 
to plant, but “Why?”

When brand new homeowners 
think of landscaping, the first thing 
they address are the foundation 
plantings around their new house. 
In some cases, where the architec-
ture is so beautiful that it would be 
a crime to cover it up, the best foun-
dation plantings might be none at 
all. In most other cases, a house can 
use some dressing up to help im-
prove its proportions, to play up the 
front door, and to make it look pret-
tier from the street. And what to do 
about those darn deer?

Foundation plantings are an im-
portant part of integrating the house 
comfortably into its surroundings. 
They can make a house look, as Gol-
dilocks said, “Just right!”

Carol King Platt is a landscape 
design consultant and freelance 
garden/lifestyle writer for Tradi-

tional Home, NY Times, and former  
House & Garden contributing edi-
tor.  To learn more about Carol’s de-
sign programs, see www.carolking-
gardens.com.

Amherst Garden Club lectures 
are open to all. Starting at 9:00 AM 
on May 6, please join the garden 
club for refreshments, then a brief 
meeting followed by the presenta-
tion.  Meetings are held at the Am-
herst Congregational Church at 11 
Church St, Amherst, NH.

 

Matt (L) and Mitch(R) are shown at their Eagle Scout ceremony with 
their parents, Randy and Wendy Hunt.

 

Amherst Garden Club Presents:

Landscape Foundation   
Fundamentals Program

The Country Gardens of Amherst
Seeking Gardens for 2011 Tour

AMHERST – The Amherst Gar-
den Club is planning a “Country 
Gardens of Amherst” tour on July 
16, 2011, and gardens throughout 
town are being sought this sum-
mer for participation in the event. 
Somewhere under the ice and snow 
outside our windows lies a garden 
waiting to emerge. The bones of it, 
stonework, bed edges, tree struc-
ture, shrub branches, color and 
form contrasted against the snow 
casting blue violet shadows. If we 
close our eyes we can almost feel 
the warm sun, hear the birdsong, 
see the brilliant color, feel the tex-
tures and smell the intoxicating fra-
grances while perhaps anticipating 
the joy of savoring the fruits of our 
gardens. We browse garden catalogs 
planning this year’s possible addi-
tions, planning and looking forward 
to the show to come. 

Amherst is fortunate to have 
many beautiful gardens scattered 
about town that many would enjoy 
viewing, learning about and spend-
ing some time in. While gardens 
in the Village will be included, this 
tour is seeking to expand the geo-
graphical horizon to include some 
countryside properties we all enjoy. 
The club is seeking diversity within 
the gardens which will include, but 
not be limited to kitchen gardens, 
formal town gardens, and vegetable 
gardens, amateur and profession-
ally landscaped properties. Mem-

bership in the garden club is not a 
requisite for participation. The goal 
of the 2011 tour is to provide inspi-
ration and education to visitors as 
well as opportunities to visit a gar-
den boutique, talk with vendors and 
educational resources, in addition 
to highlighting the beauty of Am-
herst. The Amherst Garden Club 
will provide participating gardeners 
with support via “Garden Angels” 
volunteers, logistics support along 
with other services to ensure a re-
warding experience. Proceeds from 
the 2011 “Country Gardens of Am-
herst Tour” will benefit community 
projects, scholarships for local high 
school students, and educational 
speaker fees.

An Amherst Garden Club tour 
team will visit the proposed gardens 
this summer July 2010, while the 
gardens are in full bloom and pro-
duction, 6 to 8 gardens will be se-
lected to feature on the tour July 
16th, 2011. If you wish to partici-
pate, please contact Sue Alger, Pres-
ident and Co-Chair responsible for 
vendors and garden selection at 
603-673-5664 or e-mail wsalger@
comcast.net before June 7, 2010. 
For more information visit the Am-
herst Garden Club web site at www.
AmherstGardenClub.org. Charlene 
Carper is Co-Chair for the Garden 
Boutique and Volunteers and Julie 
Livingston is Co-Chair for Logistics 
and Publicity. 

Amherst is home to many beautiful gardens.

Amherst Garden Club’s Annual Plant Sale, May 8

Mary Hanrahan and Sue Stefanec are busy identifying and potting plants 
for the Annual Plant Sale sponsored by the Amherst Garden Club.  For 
much of the month of April, members will dig perennial plants, bushes 
and ground covers from local gardens.  There will be approximately 2000 
perennial plants available for purchase and every plant will be labeled with 
growing recommendations.  Master Gardeners and club members will be 
available to answer questions and make suggestions. The sale is Saturday, 
May 8 on the grounds of  Wilkins School from 8:30 am to 1:00 p.m.

AMHERST – Two Scouts in Am-
herst Boy Scout Troop 613 recent-
ly distinguished themselves by at-
taining the rank of Eagle. These two 
scouts also happen to be twin broth-
ers who reside in Amherst. They are 
Matt Hunt, and Mitch Hunt. They 
are both currently sophomores at 
Souhegan High School.

  Each did their Eagle Scout proj-
ects for Opportunities Network, 
a non-profit located in Amherst, 
that services mentally handicapped 
adults. These adults range in age 
from their early twenties to their 
sixties, and many have Downs Syn-
drome or other developmental is-
sues, including several whom have 
severe brain injuries. Opportunities 
Network services over sixty clients 
at their Amherst location.

 Matt and Mitch volunteered at 
Opportunities Network in April 
2009 as part of a volunteer day with 
their 9th grade team at SHS.  Both 
saw the clients there as an under-
serviced area of our population. 
This in turn led to the boys contact-
ing the Executive Director, Rocky 
Morelli, and putting into play their 
ideas for their individual Eagle 
Scout projects that they thought 
might best benefit the clients at Op-
portunities Network.  

Matt built a reading center for the 
center and held a book drive to fill 
the shelves with books that these 
very special adults could enjoy. He 
led his fellow scouts from the initial 
fundraising aspect of his project (a 
rummage sale) to the building and 
installation of the reading center, 
which was comprised of a two-per-
son built-in desk, and a three sec-
tion book shelf. He was able to fill 
the shelves with books and also 
completed the reading area with 
an area rug, two desk chairs and 
two media rockers so that the area 
would be inviting.

 Mitch found another desperate 
need at the center: an area for the 
mentally handicapped adult cli-
ents to get some much needed ex-
ercise. His idea was to construct  a 
built-in  entertainment unit that 
would house a Wii fitness set, tele-
vision, and a DVD/VCR. He also 
completed the area with donated 
exercise equipment, exercise mats 
and balls, and a collection work-
out tapes and hand weights.  Mitch 
led his fellow troop members from 
the initial  fundraising aspect of his 
project (a Krispy Kreme donut sale) 
through the building and installa-
tion of the fitness center.

 

Carol King Platt

of the Board that enlarged the Brick 
School House in 1901 and re-estab-
lished a high school in town.
A House Divided

The young Dodge family shared 
the residence of Sophia’s parents. In 
1868, lawyer Perley Dodge, father 
of P.W. Dodge, bought the southern 
half of the house and its newly cre-
ated lot of half an acre, from Hor-
ace Phelps for $600, and two years 
later P.W. bought it from his pa. The 
house reflects this split in an unusu-
al partition that goes right down the 
middle along the ridge pole, paral-
lel to Foundry St., from the cellar 
to the peak of the gable. The third-
floor dividing wall was removed in 
the 20th century but there are still 
two separate cellars, divided by a 
stone wall.
Local Hospitality Industry

More changes were in store for 
the house when Phelps and Dodge 
converted their home(s) into a sum-
mer inn. In 1876, Phelps added a 
story onto the ell of this house, 
where guest families from urban 
areas would come stay during the 
summer season. In May 1878 the 
Farmers’ Cabinet reported: “The 
spacious residence of Mssrs. Hor-
ace Phelps and P.W. Dodge has been 
enlarged by the fitting up of several 
new rooms, and greatly improved 
by extending the piazza around the 
easterly side, in anticipation of sum-
mer visitors. This place has been for 
several years a very popular resort, 
and its capacity for accommodation 
is now raised to about 20 boarders.” 

Amherst wanted to attract a 
share of the New Hampshire tour-
ist industry. The elegant Amherst 
Hotel on the south side of the Com-
mon, opened in 1869, had burned 
in Jan. 1876. Several houses in Am-
herst would take in summer board-
ers and these guests would become 
part of the social fabric of town.

In August 1877, the newspaper 
reported, “several ... people of our 

village, with the boarders at P.W. 
Dodge’s, paid a visit to the residence 
of Mr. and Mrs John H. Coggin, in 
district No. 3, on Wednesday after-
noon, taking tea ... At Mr. and Mrs. 
C’s we found seventeen city board-
ers, which with those gathered from 
neighboring places made a very 
good house full. A nice supper was 
served, for which a trifle was given, 
to aid the ladies’ society of the M.E. 
Church, when an hour was spent 
upon the green in front of the res-
idence, in pitching the rings, cro-
quet, with the swings, or in prom-
enades and sociability. Later, in the 
parlor, [were] some choruses by the 
company, songs by Mrs. Hattie G. 
Walker, and select reading by Miss 
Baker.”
A Famous Visitor 

A well-known author, William T. 
Adams (1822-1897) who wrote un-
der the pseudonym Oliver Optic, 
stayed with his family at this house 
for at least two summers, 1877 and 
‘78. He pioneered juvenile fiction 
of tales of adventure based on real 
boys. His book “Isles by the Sea, or 
Young America Homeward Bound” 
published in 1877, bears this dedi-
cation: “To my friend, P. WOOD-
BURY DODGE, ESQ., of Amherst, 
N.H., beneath whose hospitable 
roof it was written, this volume is 
respectfully dedicated.” While in 
town, Adams would give a literary 
entertainment for the public. He 
returned in August 1879 especially 
to give a talk at a benefit for the re-
cently formed G.A.R. Post; tickets 
20 cents.

In their later years, after the death 
of Perley senior in 1888, P. W. and 
Sophia moved to the brick house at 
4 Main Street, which would also be-
come the home of their son Charles 
P. Dodge. 

Did you know: The Costume In-
stitute of New York’s Metropolitan 
Museum owns an 8-inch-high Bos-
ton-made hat of Perley W. Dodge!
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mean trouble. Mosquito eggs can 
start to hatch in water at that tem-
perature. Even if the water isn’t 
warm now, there’s a danger it could 
have reached higher temperatures 
during the recent good weather, al-
lowing some eggs to hatch. 

Brian Gleason, Director of Emer-
gency Medical Services and Health 
Officer for Amherst, is optimistic 
that crew won’t detect mosquito lar-
vae this early in the season, but ab-
normal weather patterns have made 
forecasting the mosquito season 
tricky. 

According to Dragon Mosquito 
Control Inc., Integrated Pest Man-
agement (IPM) begins with a com-
prehensive look at a town’s geo-
graphical area from the sky. We 
identify potential mosquito habitat 
using satellite photos, paper maps, 
tips from residents and other sourc-
es. Then we visit these sites on foot 
and sample mosquito larvae. Con-
trary to popular belief, not all wet-
lands support breeding mosquitoes. 
After a thorough assessment of each 
site, we treat those that are actually 
supporting mosquito larvae. Treat-
ing larval habitat is highly effec-
tive because it kills mosquitoes be-
fore they get a chance to grow into 
winged adults and pose a biting 
risk. 

Following larvicide treatments, 
mortality assessments are per-
formed to ensure that our approach 
is producing the desired results.  

Residents may see blue colored car-
bon dioxide-baited light traps hang-
ing from trees in select areas that 
are used to attract and collect adult 
mosquitoes at monitoring sites. 

As the mosquito season progress-
es, the adult mosquito surveillance 
process begins. Surveillance is an 
early detection system to confirm 
the presence of diseases such as 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) 
and West Nile Virus (WNV). We 
deploy various types of mosqui-
to traps depending on the targeted 
species. Captured mosquitoes are 
then frozen, identified, pooled by lo-
cation, packed in dry ice and sent to 
the State Laboratory for testing. (By 
the way, a mosquito pool is a group-
ing of trapped mosquitoes by loca-
tion - not a specific pool of water.)

Positive EEE/WNV test results 
will trigger a reassessment of risk 
levels and immediate discussions 
with town officials. At this point, 
treating adult mosquitoes may begin 
in accordance with the scope and 
scale outlined in town contracts. 

If the weather is as warm and 
wet as it was last year, the state 
will probably see a similar number 
of EEE and West Nile virus cases 
this year. For more information or 
if you’d like to have your stagnant 
water checked for mosquitoes, resi-
dents are encouraged to call Dragon 
Mosquito Control, Inc. directly at 
603-964-8400.
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www.byebyedump.com

SAVE GAS!  We come to you.  We Recycle!

We Do Big Jobs Too! 
Rent our trailers for

290
12 Cubic Yards of Space & 1 Ton of Material

     Call (603) 732-0961 to order

  24 Hour Delivery (Mon-Sat) in most cases

Quality of life is important to everyone. That is why, at Amherst Village Dental, we
take a holistic approach to dentistry - realizing that oral health is a window to the
body's over-all health. For this reason we make every effort to work with our
patients, helping them to make educated decisions, to assist them in attain
optimal oral health.

Dr. Ang and his health team provide a wide
range of dental services, including restorative
dentistry - with specialty training in TMJ issues.
At Amherst Village Dental, we are committed
to providing excellent care on a personal level,
so that each and every patient may achieve
better health.

We invite you to call today &
experience the difference for

yourself at 603.673.5510

One Limbo Lane . Amherst . NH . 03031

For a limited time new patients will receive a Sonicare toothbrush, free of charge.
(some restrictions do apply).

Where Health & Beauty Meet

2 cols. x 4.25 = $97.75 @6X rate

Vacation In Your Own Backyard!

ACT
NOW!

SURFSIDEPOOLCOMPANY.COM

111 Rte. 101A • Amherst, NH
(Next to Frederick’s Pastries)

889-3100 • 889-4340
Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 9-5; Sun 11-4 or by appointment

SuMMeRField/OPtiMA   
Above Ground Pools    

18’ ROuNd $1,355
24’ ROuNd $1,750
15’ x 26’ OvAl $2,295
18’ x 33’ OvAl $3,050

*Pool & Liner only. Professional installation extra.  
Ask for details.

You get the BeSt quality, BeSt prices, and 
PROFeSSiONAl installation! Made in the USA

Check for Above Ground Closeouts!

•	 Replacement Pool Liners
and installation

•	 Pool Openings and
	 Service

Now Scheduling!

20’ x 37’ Mountain lake
inground Pool incl. 4’ Concrete deck,
Auto Pool Cleaner, Mosquito Magnet, 
installation & more$21,995Limited Time Offer!!

Two out of three homes in America are underinsured.  Is yours?  Contact 
us today for a free replacement cost estimate and evaluation to help you 
determine if you have the right type and amount of insurance coverage for 
your home.  It’s service you can count on from a company you can trust.  

What’s 
your home 
really 
worth?

350 Main St., Nashua, NH 03060-4664
(603) 883-1587 www.foyinsurance.com
Nashua@foyinsurance.com

The Central Insurance Companies are comprised of Central Mutual Insurance Company, All America Insurance 
Company, and CMI Lloyds (Texas).

Amherst Twin Brothers Are Eagle Scouts 


