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Going Public

“Bits and Pieces”
Peggy Silva

Dean of faculty, Souhegan high School

When you write an entire column on the word ‘its,’ you know 
you’ve scraped the bottom of the creativity barrel. I asked the staff 
for some writing ideas, and the following is a peek into what our 
staff was thinking about as we headed into vacation week.

Jackie Bower wonders if residents “can make educated decisions at 
the polls without seeing the first-hand the work that is being done in 
the community.”  She notes the decline of volunteerism as prevent-
ing citizens from being present in the schools and on town commit-
tees.  Her thoughts resonated as I recalled how few parents attended 
last week’s presentation on Internet safety. With so many compet-
ing priorities, it can be hard to make yourself climb in the car one 
more night during the week. 

Wellness teacher Lisa Kent thought that readers might enjoy 
learning about some activities that involve physical fitness. “Through 
their participation in fitness activities,” says Lisa, “students are dem-
onstrating that they understand the benefits of living an active and 
fit lifestyle.  Varsity Wellness is a group of students who proclaimed 
their zeal for the discipline through choreographed dances incorpo-
rating fitness routines they have learned.  Additionally, over 20 stu-
dents voluntarily participate in a speed and abs club, working hard 
for no other reason than their own personal goals.  These workouts 
are also a social event, proving that fitness can be fun. 

Jeff Hall asked me to point out our new addition of an “SAT vocab 
word of the day” to student login screens. Jeff says, “The Johnson 
O’Connor group in Boston has measured the vocabulary of differ-
ent professions and “company presidents, doctors, lawyers, and col-
lege professors ranked the highest with the largest number of words 
at their disposal.”

Pat McMullen suggested that I tell you about the great honor her 
student acappella group received when they appeared at the State 
House last week to sing the National Anthem at the opening of the 
NH House of Representatives session.  “We were greeted by many of 
the Representatives, including all of the ones from Amherst, Mont 
Vernon, and Milford.  After singing, the group stayed and listened 
to some of the proceedings, which was a great educational experi-
ence for them. As always, Pat says, “our students represented the 
school well, by not only by their performance excellence, but by 
their courtesy and manners.”

Steve Dreher has some ideas to share about students’ use of field 
journals in Con Bio. He plans to write a piece on this work for an 
education journal, but perhaps he will share his thoughts here first. 

 Spanish IV teachers, Kim Vitchkoski and Jolene Sawyer, and 
UNH graduate intern Stephi Bayr, recently held a “Values Auction,” 
during which students bid on life goals such love, health, having 
children, and satisfying careers. The auction and the debrief was 
conducted in Spanish, and was followed by an assignment to write 
a piece on “The Life of My Dreams.” Kim says, “It was so inspiring 
to know that our students want to help the environment, to abol-
ish war, and to create a better world. There are a lot of REALLY 
GOOD teenagers with positive morals and values!” Kim thinks this 
could make a good column, so I’ll spend some time hanging out 
with teachers in our World Language Department, and I will write 
some of their stories for you in a later column.
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 Souhegan Principal Search
The Souhegan Principal Search 

Committee has named two candidates 
as finalists: Jon K. Ingram, current 
principal at Wilton-Lyndeborough 
Cooperative Middle/High School in 
Wilton, NH and Gregg E. Palmer, Se-
arsport Middle/High School principal 
in Searsport, Maine.

This Thursday, both candidates 
will be further vetted by four Satellite 
Groups consisting of members from 
the community, faculty, students, and 
administration. Feedback from these 
groups will be provided to the Search 
Committee. Finalists will interview as well with Superintendent 
Mary Athey Jennings. A nomination from Superintendent Mary 
Athey Jennings to the Souhegan Cooperative School Board will 
follow.

Also on Thursday, staff, students and community members are 
welcome to come to ‘meet and greet’ the candidates from 2:00-2:40 
in rooms 130 and 131 in the main building at Souhegan.

The principal position is available as Souhegan’s current princi-
pal is serving in a one-year interim capacity.  

	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,	Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools

AMHERST – The idea of a sub-
stance free celebration for Souhe-
gan High School’s graduating class 
was introduced based on the senior 
project research of 2004 graduate 
Allison Feeney.  Statistics from the 
National Highway Safety Adminis-
tration show a dramatic increase in 
alcohol related traffic fatalities dur-
ing graduation and prom season.  
With this in mind, Alison created 
a plan for Project Graduation.  Two 
years later, in 2006, Ms. Feeney’s 
dream was realized and Project 
Graduation is now an annual event 
for Souhegan’s graduating class.

GET ON BOARD!   This year 
the event will have a ‘cruise’ theme.  
The Project Graduation committee, 
made up of a dedicated and enthu-
siastic group of parent volunteers, 
has been hard at work planning this 
fun-filled event.  The Hampshire 
Dome will be the site of this fully 
supervised, all night, substance-
free party for the Souhegan High 
School Class of 2010 graduates.  It 
will be held on Friday, June 11th 
from 10pm to 5am.  Entertainment 
and food will be provided through-
out the evening and morning.

Attendance at this event increases 
each year as the word gets out that 
graduates are having a safe and fun 
night to remember.  The committee 
hopes to build on this success and 
needs the support of the communi-
ty.  Our goal this year is to be able to 
offer this event free to all students.  
It is hoped that families who have 
benefited from past Project Gradu-
ation events, local businesses and 
all of our neighbors will offer assis-
tance in funding this event.  Dona-
tions, in the form of money or priz-

es, are needed to help make this a 
successful celebration.  In past years 
the generous support of our com-
munity has provided our students 
a special night to remember and 
our parents the peace of mind that 
the students are safe on graduation 
night.  If you can help out with a do-
nation we know the 2010 Souhegan 
High School graduates will certain-
ly appreciate it!
Donations 

Your generous donation is a gift 
to our graduates.  Please consider 
donating money or a prize toward 
our efforts.  Please send donations 
to:

SHS Project Graduation
c/o Cathy Jellison
2 Christian Hill Rd.

Amherst, NH  03031
Volunteer your time, energy and 

ideas!  We will need LOADS of vol-
unteers, for committees, chaperon-
ing, etc.  PAY IT FORWARD!  Senior 
parents are not allowed to attend 
this event and we rely on parents for 
chaperoning so those parents with 
younger students please donate 
your time.  Remember – someone 
else will be doing this for your child 
their senior year!  
For more information:
• General Questions / Information: 
Kim Ommundsen, karov@aol.com
• Sponsorships, Donations, Prizes: 
Cathy Jellison, cathyjello@comcast.
net
• Volunteers: Jo-Ellen Redmond, 
jo_red55@hotmail.com 

Preparing High School Students 
With Disabilities for College

 

Souhegan Jazz Ensemble Premiers 
New Composition At Jazz Night
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lished for students in reading and 
mathematics, as well as meet state 
targets for student participation, at-
tendance, and graduation (at high 
school). Student performance in the 
school as a whole is measured, as 
well as the performance of specific 
subgroups of students, which are 
broken down by ethnicity, socioeco-
nomic status, educational disability, 
and non or limited English profi-
ciency. There are nineteen potential 
decisions for each entity receiving 
a report. Schools, districts, and the 
public need to look carefully at their 
reports to determine why the school 
or district did not make Adequate 
Yearly Progress. It only takes one 
“no” to receive the designation. This 
may seem unfair, but it gives educa-
tors a focus for their improvement 
efforts. Districts have been respon-
sive in working closely with the De-
partment in developing systems of 
support for students and teachers. 
AYP serves the purpose of giving 
us concrete information about our 
schools.”

Of the 473 school AYP reports re-
leased today, 133 schools made AYP 
in all areas measured and 323 did 
not make AYP in one or more areas. 
Sixteen of the 473 schools are re-
ceiving a small-school designation 
and will receive separate AYP re-
ports produced by the Department. 

Amherst Middle School failed to 
make AYP in Math. This is the first 
year AMS has failed to make AYP in 
Math.  

Clark Wilkins Elementary School 
failed to make AYP in Math for a 
second year.

Both AMS and Clark Wilkins did 
make AYP in Reading.

Schools not making AYP for two 
consecutive years in the same area 
are designated a School in Need of 
Improvement (SINI). Based on the 

new results, 34 schools are identified 
as new Schools in Need of Improve-
ment, increasing the total number 
of schools identified for improve-
ment to 261. Schools not making 
AYP have 30 days to file an appeal 
with the State Department of Edu-
cation if they feel there is a substan-
tive or statistical reason that their 
designation is in error. 

To calculate AYP at the district 
level, student data is aggregated by 
grade span groupings: elementary/
middle (grades 3-8) and high school 
(grade 11), and then compared to 
the performance targets in reading 
and mathematics. For the district to 
receive a negative AYP designation, 
both grade span groups must fail to 
make AYP in the same content area. 
Districts not making AYP for two 
consecutive years in the same con-
tent area are identified as districts in 
need of improvement.

The Department of Education 
is also releasing the fourth set of 
School, District, and Statewide 
Growth Target Reports. These re-
ports allow the public to see how 
many students are progressing to-
ward their individually calculated 
growth targets. In addition to these 
reports, each school is provided ac-
cess to their student rosters in order 
to determine if students met their 
targets for October 2009 and what 
their new target will be for October 
2010. 

Individual school and district re-
ports, together with school and 
district in need of improvement 
information, is available through 
the Department of Education NH 
School District Profile site at www.
ed.state.nh.us. Click on  A d d i -
tional information about under-
standing AYP and Growth Targets 
can be found at www.ed.state.nh.us/
education/AYP. 

Other New Hampshire award 
winners are: Alec Babala – grade 12, 
Bishop Guertin High School;  Alex-
andria Bryan – grade 9, Phillips Ex-
eter Academy; Nick Bugieda – grade 
12, Prospect Mountain High School;  
Jaclyn Casavant – grade 11, Pelham 
High School; Amanda Coe – grade 
12, Winnacunnet High School; 
Kaila Cote – grade 7, Pen and Pal-
ette Art Studio;  Hayley Cummings 
– grade 11, Pelham High School; 
Rachel Ferguson – grade 12, Salem 
High School; Amy Gallipeau – grade 
12, Pinkerton Academy; Emma 
Glennon – grade 12, Phillips Exeter 
Academy; Stephanie Jones – grade 
12, Conval Regional High School; Ui 
Joohee – grade 10, Dublin School; 
Julia Kallmerten – grade 12, Gilford 
High School; Carter Lynch – grade 
12, Plymouth Regional High School; 
Emilee Tobin – grade 12, Concord 
High School.  

The Alliance for Young Artists & 
Writers, the national nonprofit or-
ganization that runs The Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards, will honor 
these students on June 9 at a gala 
celebration at Carnegie Hall in New 
York City. 

The first level of recognition for 
these students’ outstanding work 
took place through The Scholastic 
Art Awards of NH – Administered 
through the New Hampshire Art 
Educators’ Association one of 96 
affiliate organizations nationwide 

that, in partnership with the Alli-
ance, conduct The Scholastic Art 
Awards for the state of NH.  Region-
ally, NH exhibited 243 Gold Key 
works, 254 Silver Key and 268 Hon-
orable Mention Awards at Pinker-
ton Academy’s Stockbridge Theater 
in January and February.  After re-
ceiving awards locally, the work of 
these students was evaluated by an 
esteemed panel of jurors in New 
York City, alongside thousands of 
entries from other regional affiliate 
programs across the country. 

Since Scholastic, the global chil-
dren’s publishing, media and edu-
cation company, founded the pro-
gram in 1923, more than 13 million 
of America’s most talented junior 
high and high school youth (grades 
7-12) have participated in The Scho-
lastic Art & Writing Awards, and 
2.5 million have been recognized 
and shared in $30 million in cash 
awards and college scholarships.  
The Awards bring teenagers’ visual 
art and writing to a national audi-
ence by showcasing their remark-
able work and encouraging their 
creative journey and career devel-
opment.  In addition to awarding 
annual scholarships to top portfolio 
award recipients, the Alliance col-
laborates with colleges across the 
country that make an additional 
$3.9 million in financial aid avail-
able to award recipients.
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Expanded Summer Enrichment Programs for 7th & 8th 
graders – more information at: www.ncrjhs.org
Academic – Study Skills and Junior High Success
Art – Repousse and Bead/Jewelry Making
Music – Band/General Music and Chorus/General Music
Basketball School for grades 3 through 8

Thursday, May 6 6:30PM - 8:00PM
at 6 Bartlett Avenue in Nashua

Grade 6 Teachers from St. Christopher and Infant 
Jesus Schools will be at the May 6 Open House

Nashua Catholic Regional Junior High School

Open House Invitation
at Pine Hill Waldorf School
SummerCamp 

77 Pine Hill Drive
Wilton, NH 03086

603•654•6003
www.pinehill.org

Weekdays from June 21 through July 30, 8:30 am to 
3:30 pm with 5, 3, and 2 day options. Convenient 
before and after care hours are also available.

•	 Enjoy	our	50	acre	
campus	in	Wilton,	
NH	(30	minutes	
from	Nashua	and	
Manchester)

•	 Expanded	programs		
for	ages		3-12

•	 Engaging	Theme	Weeks			

•	 Lead	by	experienced	
Waldorf	teachers

For	more	information,	visit	www.pinehill.org		
or	contact	the	Summer	Program	Coordinator,		
Evie	Johnston	at	(603)	654-6003	or	via	email		
at	evie@pinehill.org.

PHWS_SummerGardenAd-Mar2010_01.indd   1 3/10/10   10:53:36 AM

AMHERST – The Souhegan Jazz 
Ensemble has commissioned com-
poser Craig Skeffington of South 
Portland,  Maine to write a brand 
new, original piece for the SHS Jazz 
Ensemble. Mr. Skeffington is an in-
ternationally recognized composer 
and arranger for both concert and 
jazz bands. His music can be found 
on Kjos and Belwin Publishers. The 
new piece, My Friend the Couch  is 
a Latin-inspired composition set 
to feature many of the members of 
the SHS Jazz Ensemble. The new 
piece will be premiered by the SHS 

Jazz Ensemble at the Souhegan Jazz 
Night #3 on April 22nd at 7pm. 

Jazz Night #3 will feature the Dou-
ble “A” Quintet. They will be joined 
by student jazz ensembles from 
Souhegan HS, Manchester Central 
HS, Amherst MS, Woodbury MS 
(Salem) and Hampstead MS. Ad-
mission at the door is $10/adults, $8/
students. Doors will open at 6:30pm. 
For more information, please con-
tact Carl Benevides at: cbenevides@
sprise.com. Please join us for anoth-
er great night of jazz!  

AMHERST – Souhegan High 
School will once again be hosting 
a high school to college transition 
information night for area students 
and their parents on Thursay, April 
22 at 6:30 p.m. in room 126 at Souhe-
gan High School. We are pleased 
to have Joy Breeden from the Aca-
demic Counseling Department at 
the University of New Hampshire 
Manchester come back to Souhegan 
this year to conduct this presenta-
tion.  She will cover the differences 
between the laws for K-12 and post 
secondary education for students 
with disabilities, whether or not to 

disclose a disability on an applica-
tion, what to expect on campus, and 
typical services for students with 
disabilities.  She will also address 
the topic of self advocacy for college 
students with disabilities.  This pro-
gram was made possible by the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire’s Speak-
ers Bureau which connects faculty 
and staff speakers with non-profit 
organizations to share the research 
and knowledge of the university 
with the people and communities 
of New Hampshire.  For more in-
formation about this event contact 
Jane Flythe at jflythe@sprise.com.
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