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AMHERST – Did you know that 
Thursday, April 22nd will mark the 
40th annual celebration of Earth 
Day?  While many of us may have 
barely heard of “Earth Day,” this 
year millions of people around the 
world, in over 190 countries, have 
events planned to celebrate and care 
for our precious and fragile life-sus-
taining home in space.  There will 
be exhibits and performances on 
the National Mall in Washington, 
D. C. all during the week of April 
17th – April 25th; including a 40th 
Anniversary Celebration on April 
22nd and a Climate Concern Rally 
on the Mall on April 25th. 

In our corner of the Granite 
State, it has taken a while for us to 
become aware of the importance of 
Earth Day.  Last April, the Souhe-
gan Valley Interfaith Council held 
its first ever Earth Day observance, 
a service of worship, song, lecture 
and prayer.  Now, with increasing 
concern for the future of our planet 
and its ability to sustain a growing 
human population, an opportunity 
for people of good will to come to-
gether again under the “Earth Day” 
banner seems highly appropriate, 
even urgent. 

Our Souhegan Valley Interfaith 
Earth Day Service will be held at 
The Congregational Church of 
Amherst, NH, UCC, on Saturday 
April 24th at 4 PM.  Rev. Richard G. 
Leavitt will lead the service along 
with clergy from other area con-
gregations.  A special guest speak-
er, John E. Carroll, Ph. D., professor 
of environmental conservation at 
UNH, will take part in the service. 
He is author of “Sustainability and 
Spirituality” and has written exten-
sively about the religious, scientific 
and geopolitical aspects of our cur-
rent environmental crisis, especial-
ly as it relates to food, water and ag-
riculture. 

This Earth Day Worship Service, 
is a project of the Souhegan Valley 

Interfaith Council and is offered 
as an opportunity to celebrate our 
earthly home and take responsibil-
ity for its future. The Service will be 
followed by a reception in the Com-
munity Room where Dr. Carroll 
and others taking part in the ser-
vice will hold a group discussion. 
Also, in keeping with the theme of 
conservation and renewal, and in 
celebration of NH Arbor Day (April 
30th), tree seedlings will be avail-
able for a small donation for people 
to plant at home.

Please join us on April 24th at 
4 PM, as we celebrate our care for 
creation, for what promises to be a 
meaningful and educational Earth 
Day Service. For more informa-
tion about the program, contact 
John Bigl at the Souhegan Interfaith 
Council, 554-5620.  The Congre-
gational Church of Amherst, UCC 
sits on the Village Green in histor-
ic Amherst Center. For directions 
and general information, call the 
Church office at 673-3231.

amhers
tci

tiz
en

.co
mCHECK IT

OUT!

CHECK
IT OFTEN!

Religion
Church Spaghetti Dinner, May 1, 5PM
Mont Vernon Congregational Church

Everyone is invited to a family friendly free supper on Thursday, 
April 15, Tax Day. People are encouraged to bring neighbors and 
friends in addition to their families. Hosted at the SHARE Center, 
1 Columbus Avenue, located directly behind Robbins Auto Parts, 
70 Elm Street in Milford. Supper will be served from 5:30-7pm. 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Milford will provide 
the food. For more information or questions please call: 673-1870.

Souhegan Valley Interfaith Earth 
Day Service – Saturday, April 24th 

Shoppers dig for bargains in the clothing room at the Congregational 
Church of Amherst Spring Rummage Sale last year.  

 

Annual Spring Rummage Sale at 
Congregational Church

AMHERST – The annual Spring 
Rummage Sale at the Congrega-
tional Church of Amherst is Friday, 
April 16, from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m., and 
Saturday, April 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon. Prices on Saturday are $2.00 
a bag. We promise bargains in good 
used clothing for all ages, linens, 
jewelry, household items (including 
small appliances), toys, silk flowers 

and white elephant selections. The 
Woman’s Association of the church 
sponsors the fair, and all are wel-
come. Proceeds benefit church and 
community programs. The church 
is located at 11 Church St., on the 
Amherst Village Common. For 
more information call 673-3231 
or visit the web site at www.ccam-
herst.org.

Menu:
Spaghetti in homemade sauces (choice of 3 tomato sauces, 
vegetarian, hearty red meat or chicken )
Italian Bread with dipping oil
Fruit Salad
Tossed Salad
Dessert: Brownies and Ice cream
Beverages : Coffee, tea, water and milk
Ice cream eating contest 5 contestants whose names will be 
selected by drawing the winning tickets will be in the contest 
we will have a small prize for the winner.
Hand made felt pillows and other items for sale
Cost Adults $8.00, Children 5 to 11, $4.50
Children under 5 free with adults.

John E. Carroll, Ph. D., of   
University of New Hampshire, 
to speak on “Sustainability and 
Spirituality” at Interfaith Earth Day 
Service in Amherst, April 24th.

Martha Stebbins
Martha Steb-

bins, 26, a resi-
dent of Ports-
mouth, NH 
died on Friday, 
April 2, 2010 
after a short ill-
ness. She and 
her family have 
lived in Amherst 
for 15 years.

Miss Stebbins 
graduated Suma 
cum Laude from 
the University 
of Massachu-
setts Boston 
with a Bachelor 
of Science, hav-
ing majored in 
Biology. Prior 
to attending col-
lege Martha had served as a Con-
gressional Page at the US Capitol 
in Washington DC, and worked 
on the Sununu For Senate Cam-
paign Staff.  She originally matricu-
lated at McGill University in Mon-
treal Canada, where she completed 
nearly three years of studies in the 
Faculty of Science before moving to 
the Boston area. During her time in 
Montreal, she served as a research 
intern at the Cullen Labs of McGill 
University, where she assisted in re-
search on how cognitive, visual and 
other inputs are used to generate 
internal representation of self mo-
tion, and worked as a biology Tutor. 
In Boston she worked as a research 
intern at Khoury Labs, Partners 
MS Center, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, where she participated in 
research seeking to develop treat-
ment for MS using stem/progenitor 
cells, and was a Tutor at the Cam-

bridge Rindge 
and Latin School 
in Cambridge, 
MA.

Her volun-
teer activities 
included serv-
ing as coach to 
Special Olympi-
ans in Quebec 
and New Hamp-
shire, working 
on the Obama 
for President 
Campaign coor-
dinating Merri-
mack, NH field 
work during NH 
Primary, and, 
most recently, 
volunteering at 
St. John’s Church 

in Portsmouth and the with the Sal-
vation Army.

She was employed as a licensed 
nurse’s assistant and home health 
aid by Quality Care Partners of 
Manchester, NH, and aspired to be-
come a Nurse Practitioner.

Martha is survived by her par-
ents, Hank and Alison Stebbins. She 
is also survived by her two brothers, 
Duncan and Ben, and her Grand-
mother, Katherine R Stebbins of 
Bedford, NH.

 In lieu of flowers donations to 
the University of New Hampshire 
Nursing Program c/o The Univer-
sity of New Hampshire Foundation, 
Inc., Elliott Alumni Center, 9 Edge-
wood Drive, Durham, NH 03824 
and NH Special Olympics, 650 
Elm Street, Manchester, NH 03101, 
would be appreciated.  To sign the 
online guest book please visit www.
goodwinfh.com.

Peter J. Dys
Peter J. Dys, 89, died Saturday, 

April 3, 2010 at Community Hos-
pice House in Merrimack. He was 
born on March 1, 1921 in Lowell, 
MA, a son of the late Jan and Joze-
fa (Wal) Dys.  He lived in Amherst 
from the early 1970’s until 2007.

He was the husband of the late 
Ruth H. (Chaplin) Dys, whom he 
married on December 7, 1946. They 
shared 59 years before her death on 
November 5, 2006.

Peter was proud to have served his 
country in the United States Army, 
1st Division, during World War II. 
He served in Germany, France, and 
Belgium and was awarded a Purple 
Heart.

He worked as an Automotive Ma-
chinist for Motor Service Supply in 
Nashua for most of his career. Even 
after he tried to retire, they kept him 
on part-time and he did not fully re-
tire until he was into his 70’s.

Peter was a member of Hudson 
Post #48, American Legion. He 
loved to be around nature and an-
imals and greatly enjoyed fishing 
and camping. He was a wonder-
ful gardener, which complimented 

his wife’s pickling skills well over 
the years. On any given Sunday, 
he could often be found at the flea 
market or cheering on his Boston 
Redsox or New England Patriots. 

Six siblings, Mary Shimanski, 
Helen Boksanski, Jennie Kozak, 
William Dys, Frank Dys, Stanislaus 
Dys, two infant siblings, Sophie 
Dys and Francis Dys, and his step-
daughter, Shirley “Patsy” Liberty, 
predeceased Peter

Survivors include two sisters, 
Josephine Linton of Chelmsford, 
MA, and Alice McNamara of Dra-
cut, MA; five grandchildren; sev-
eral great-grandchildren; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Interment Prayers and Military 
Honors will be at Edgewood Cem-
etery, Nashua. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Peter’s memory can be 
made to the Community Hospice 
House, c/o Home Health & Hos-
pice, 22 Prospect Street, Nashua, 
NH 03060. An online guest book 
is available at www.davisfuneral-
homenh.com, (883-3401) “ONE 
MEMORY LIGHTS ANOTHER”.

Obituaries

Tree of Life Interfaith Seminary

OPEN HOUSE
Friday April 16, 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Please join us for an overview
of our Seminary Program

A s T h e C r o w F l i e s
Discover Your Direct Path to God

* Explore Your Unique Divine Gifts 
* Study the Major World Faith Traditions

* Receive Training in Traditional
Ministerial Duties

* 2 Year Program Culminating in
Official Ordination

RSVP by Thursday, April 15
603-546-2320

amyb@treeoflifenh.com
5 Northern Blvd., Unit 8

Amherst, NH
www.tolinterfaithfellowship.com

A long line of walkers participate in the 2009 Souhegan Valley Interfaith 
CROP Walk. This year’s Walk is Sunday, May 2.

It’s Time To CROP Walk! 
MILFORD – On Sunday, May 2, 

the 21st annual Souhegan Valley In-
terfaith CROP Walk will once again 
bring hope and help to countless 
lives around the world and in our 
communities.

Last year 382 walkers, from ages 4 
to 84, raised $43,402 for global relief 
and self-help development. Twenty-
five percent, $10,850, stayed local, 
going to SHARE in Milford, which 
passed on 30 percent of that total to 
Open Cupboard Pantry in Wilton. 
Both organizations use these funds 
to support their outreach to people 
in need in area communities.

The goal this year is to have more 
than 400 walkers bringing in more 
than $45,000 while having a lot of 
fun along the way with their car-
ing friends and neighbors from area 
congregations and communities.

CROP is Communities Respond-
ing to Overcome Poverty, and the 
Souhegan Valley response has made 
it the second largest walk in New 
Hampshire and now the fifth larg-
est in all of New England.

The Walk begins at St. Patrick’s 
Church. Walkers may choose a 
short route, which stays within Mil-
ford, or the full 10K route that be-
gins at St. Patrick’s Church with the 
halfway point at the Congregational 
Church of Amherst, where refresh-
ments are available for the return 
walk.

The walk chairman this year is 
Fr. Don Keegan, in his third year as 
pastor of St. Patrick’s.  In addition 
to the worldwide needs addressed 

by CROP Walk, he sees importance 
in bringing to the consciousness of 
residents “the reality of people even 
in our own area who need help with 
daily living supplies. Layoffs can 
mean a hard time obtaining the es-
sentials of life.”

The success of each CROP Walk 
begins with the sponsor sheets, 
which are available at area congre-
gations and at SHARE. Walkers 
may pre-register at that time. They 
are encouraged to seek donations 
from family, friends, neighbors and 
co-workers. Every dollar and every 
participant makes a difference.   

Church World Service created the 
CROP Walk program and provides 
the structure and materials for the 
Walks, receives and distributes all 
money raised and works with other 
U.S.-based relief and development 
organizations (listed on the back 
of each walker’s sponsor form), to 
make CROP Walks interfaith and 
nonsectarian.

Together, CWS and its partners 
address a wide variety of human 
needs around the world, such as 
immediate disaster response (in-
cluding within the U.S.), and lon-
ger-term projects including agri-
cultural equipment and assistance, 
micro-loans, water wells and medi-
cal and school supplies. 

Questions? Contact John Da-
vid, Walk Coordinator, at 801-7108 
or JGDavid@aol.com, or Carolyn 
Momenee at SHARE, 673-9898.

 
 

u Rufus Porter   continued from page 1

The itinerant painter placed this 
tempting advertisement in the 
Providence Patriot of Rhode Island 
on Nov. 20, 1822: “RUFUS PORTER 
has taken a residence for a very few 
days at Wesson’s Coffee-House, and 
offers to paint walls of rooms, in el-
egant full colors, Landscape Scen-
ery, at prices less than the ordinary 
expence of papering. Those gentle-
men who are desirous of spending 
the gloomy winter months amidst 
pleasant groves and verdant fields, 
are respectfully invited to apply ... 
[H]e will also paint “correct like-
nesses,” in full colors, for two dol-
lars.”

Porter was also the founder of Sci-
entific American magazine in New 
York, and you may be surprised to 
find out what all he invented.

This program is sponsored by 
the Nipmugs, an Amherst, chapter 
of Questers. Refreshments will be 
served.

Save hundreds on 
selected pool packages 

this week 
Call us first for hot tub repairs 

on every major brand. 
www.seasonalstores.com

“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert Bateman

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936

Tu-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4, Thur. by appt. 
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Mother’s Day
Lot’s of Gift ideas, too!

frame your favorite artwork or 
photograph, or select one from our 
gallery. We carry open and limited 
edition prints, originals, plus prints 
and cards by over 35 local artists.

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.
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• Best QUaLitY
• Greater VarietY
• sUPeriOr serViCe“This Little Piggy” by Tom Sierak

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Erin Hart & Paddy 
O’BriEn

Tue., Apr. 13, 7 p.m.
Erin signs her new Irish flavored mystery, 
“False Mermaid”. Paddy will entertain 

with live Celtic music!
—————

davE MackEy
Sat., April 17, 3 p.m.

The local author of “Spirit Test” will 
sign and discuss his findings.

—————

JacquElyn HOward
Sat., April 24, 3 p.m.

Bird lovers unite to celebrate the book, 
“Tale Feathers”.

—————

Complete information and more is 
available on our website:
www.toadbooks.com

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

(603) 673-4102
www.richarddgrovesdds.com

Visit our website for a free gift offer!

Conveniently located at
One Overlook Dr., Suite A-3

Amherst, NH 03031
(near intersection of Rts 101A & 122)

Making

beautiful
smiles for

more than 25
years!

New Patients Welcome!

• An experienced, understanding
dentist…

• A friendly, responsive, supportive
team…

• Latest dental technology…

…call us today—your comfort &
well-being is our first concern!

A healthy mouth can

contribute to a healthier body.

So, prevent dental problems

from arising or worsening:

Remember to schedule – and

keep – your dental
appointment

SpringCleaning
Need Help?
• Detailed Seasonal Cleaning •

• Windows •

• Weekly/Bi-Weekly Cleaning •

eBM CleaNiNg ServiCe
603-620-0390

www.amherstcitizen.com

Next Issue: April 27
Deadline: April 21

http://www.davisfuneralhomenh.com
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