
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  A P R I L    2 7 ,   2 0 1 0  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Project Graduation Needs Your 
Support
To the editor:

Souhegan High School Project Graduation returns again for its 5th year 
and is shaping up to be a very fun and exciting night for our 2010 graduates.  
This is an all-night, fully supervised, substance –free party held for our Am-
herst & Mont Vernon seniors the night of graduation. This event keeps our 
students safe on what could be an otherwise dangerous evening.  This year’s 
‘cruise theme’ party will be held at the Hampshire Dome on Friday,  June 
11th from 10pm to 5am.  Some of the activities include a hypnotist, a ‘ca-
sino’, laser tag, tarot card reading and much more.  Food will be provided 
throughout the evening and students will also have the opportunity to win 
prizes.

Project Graduation 2010 is only possible through the generous donations 
of our community businesses and residents.  Our goal this year is to offer 
this event to all Souhegan seniors free of charge, to ensure every student 
that wants to is able to attend.  We have already received generous cash and 
prize donations and we thank those businesses, parents and community 
members that have given to us this year.  We still need to raise more funds 
to reach our goal.  Please consider supporting our students by donating cash 
or prizes – please send donations to SHS Project Graduation, c/o Cathy Jel-
lison, 2 Christian Hill Rd., Amherst, NH 03031.

We also encourage our area residents to volunteer to help the night of 
Project Graduation.  We need LOADS of chaperones – senior parents are 
not allowed to attend this event so we really depend on parents with young-
er students to help out.  We call it ‘PAY IT FORWARD’ – remember, some-
day someone will be chaperoning for your child their senior year.  If you are 
interested in helping out please contact Jo-Ellen Redmond at jo_red55@ho-
tmail.com. 

Please consider helping our soon-to-be Souhegan High School graduates 
enjoy a fun and successful evening, by donating or volunteering your time.  
If you have any questions please contact one of the committee members 
below:

• General Questions / Information: Kim Ommundsen, karov@aol.com
• Sponsorships, Donations, Prizes: Cathy Jellison, cathyjello@comcast.net
• Volunteers: Jo-Ellen Redmond, jo_red55@hotmail.com 
Thank you,
Project Graduation 2010 Committee

Nancy Protzmann
Amherst

 

Concerning Town Charity 
(What kind of Town are we?)
To the editor:

In recent letters by Rick Katzenberg and Michael Facques, regarding the 
Amherst Town Ballot on March 9th, which defeated Articles 40 and 42, 
obligating Town money for assistance to handicapped, the elderly, crime 
victims, etc., Rick claims that the Selectmen did a disservice to the town 
by breaking these expenditures out of the general budget (and then rec-
ommending a NO vote). Michael Facques’ opinion is that supporting such 
“charities” should be a personal decision, not part of the Town Budget. 

I say  it is appropriate and necessary for “government” – nations, states, 
and towns to be “charitable,” just as it is important for individuals to sup-
port causes they believe in, including political and religious causes. The dif-
ference whether public or private money should be used depends on how 
important these services are, and what portion of the population they af-
fect.  It is a political decision, in the best sense of the word.

No one questions that emergency services, such as fire, ambulance, po-
lice, courts and jails should be publicly supported. These are vitally impor-
tant, even though relatively few may ever need them. Other services, such 
as road maintenance and construction, water supply, electricity, and sew-
erage are either publicly funded, handled by people for  themselves (in the 
case of a private well) or by a public utility. The point is, we do not think 
of appealing to charities to provide these things, because nearly everyone 
needs them.  I would add to this list services which affect the quality of life 
for everyone on a long-term basis. Business always looks to the short term. 
Things like education, libraries, parks, child health services, protection of 
our environment (clean water, air quality, etc.). We dare not trust these 
functions to charities because they are vital to the future of society. What 
about support for victims of crime? What about assistance for orphans, the 
working poor, the handicapped? What about medical care (and medical in-
surance) for those who cannot pay? We cannot count on private charity to 
provide these things when and where they are needed, yet few would want 
to say “let those who fall on hard times suffer (and sometimes die).” We 
have moved beyond that, haven’t we?

Private charity should be encouraged. The biblical mandate of giving a 
“tithe” (a tenth) of one’s livelihood to charity is still strongly held as a vir-
tue. How many of those, who argue that private charity should do every-
thing, meet this standard? Support for our church or religious community, 
for higher education, for art and culture, medical research and many other 
worthy causes, depend on our charity. There is variety in how various so-
cieties divide public and private charity, but we certainly must avoid “all 
or nothing.” Such decisions do tell us “what kind of people we are.”  I urge 
that the charitable services which used to be a part of the Town budget be 
restored, since they benefit and strengthen our entire community, includ-
ing our most vulnerable. These services should not be left to the whims of 
individual donors. 

John G. David
Amherst

Successful Treasure Hunt in Mont 
Vernon
To the editor:

On April 10, with cool temperatures and a stiff wind at their backs, stal-
wart and determined volunteers  covered 25 miles of streets and back roads 
in Mont Vernon to uncover treasures “of a certain kind”.

In a matter of three hours, a record turnout of 54 committed citizens 
gathered and delivered their “treasures” to the Fire Station to be sorted and 
then trucked to the Recycling Center in Mont Vernon. If anyone is missing 
a wall barometer, a hand blown glass pipe, a Ford grill, a large rubber sled-
ding tube or license plates....we found them! In addition, 14 trash barrels of 
bottles/cans and plastic and 13 full trash bags were collected. 

Thanks to all who participated for your interest and support in keep-
ing our town attractive. Special recognition to Caroline Morrissette and 
the Green Team for leading the recycling efforts, the Mont Vernon PTA 
for providing refreshments, Earle Rich for photography and Peter Ecklund 
for all around support. Your participation in this event not only celebrated 
Earth Day but qualifies us for 400 free daffodils from Litter-Free NH, and 
promotes our Daffodils Down Main Street program. 

   Sincerely,
   Mont Vernon Beautification Committee:
   Susan King Ecklund
   Patty Glassman

Response:  What Kind of Town 
Have We Become?
To the editor:

On March 23 a letter was published under the headline “What Kind Of 
Town Have We Become?” I wish to suggest an answer.

In my opinion the town has undergone a metamorphosis to a town that 
is composed of two distinct groups that I will call the “have’s” and the “have 
not’s”. The have’s want what they want and they are willing to spend tax-
payer dollars to get it. In the last election a $441,105 increase was approved 
for the high school’s budget (a 2.5% increase) and not a dime for the health 
and human service agencies or the Blue Bus. They do attend the delibera-
tive sessions to promote their wants. They are active in school affairs. Ap-
parently they have influence with the school board also.

 Not having much money to donate, the “have not’s” donate their time 
to charities. They probably vote to approve the school budget also because 
they believe the school board will do the right thing for the students and 
spend the town’s money wisely. That is the kind of people they are. They 
ought to reconsider. They are not active attending deliberative sessions so 
their voices are not heard. I opine that they are the silent majority.

 There are some that would sneak charitable contributions into the bud-
get thinking it will force voters to vote for them. This tactic is disingenu-
ous at best. Better to encourage the voters to attend deliberative sessions 
and voice their opinion. The selectmen are not obligated to spend the bud-
get line items except for agreements, contracts and debt service. They are 
obligated to spend according to the wording of warrant articles. Also war-
rant articles have the effect of allowing the voters the opportunity to vote 
directly on some line items. Anyone who believes that warrant articles are 
not part of the budget is misinformed.

 
Sincerely,
Joe Esposito
Amherst

LOWELL USED AUTO PARTS
LICENESED AUTO RECYCLER

will pay $200 for junk cars
& trucks + $25 Credit Slip for

Parts, FREE towing, 603-435-9385
For used parts, call 1-800-952-9775

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

We have Gift 
Certificates!

An AVEDA ConCEpt SAlon

Wait on her... hand and foot. 
Transport her with the power 
of touch, aroma, and the 
force of plants and flowers.  
Select a gift set to soothe 
body and soul. Or pamper 
her with a day of beauty and 
relaxation at our sanctuary!

Salzburg Square • Route 101 • Amherst, NH • 673-0404

Mother’s Day is May 9th!

Kitty Angels Fundraiser
OutdOOr FleA mArKet And

    HuGe yArd SAle!
Over 70 Vendors
Rain or Shine!

Sat. & Sun., 
May 1&2, 9am-5pm 

Treasures Antiques 
Collectables & MORE

106 Rt. 122
Amherst, NH 03031

(603) 672-2535
www.TreasuresNH.com

Featuring:  Petting Zoo w/ goat cart rides, Paradise Farms, 
Queenies Weenies, Hoynacki Kettle Korn, eJ Bakery, amazing
Flower Farm, On site Massages by Studio One, Military items,
animal Communicator, amherst animal Hospital.........
Kitties will be on site!  ~ Vendor space is available!

MEOw!FOOd, FUN & RAFFLES!

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

Please support our advertisers!


