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 AMHERST - Distinguished au-
thor, William M. Fowler Jr., will be 
speaking about his book, Empires 
at War: The French and Indian War 
and the Struggle for North Ameri-
ca, 1754-1763, on Sunday, May 2 at 
4:00 p.m. in the Main Reading of 
the Amherst Town Library.  This 
presentation is part of the year-
long series of events in town cel-
ebrating the 250th anniversary of 
the incorporation of Amherst in 
1760.  There will be a reception af-
ter the lecture during which Profes-
sor Fowler will be available to sign 
books.  The event is part of a com-
munity-wide read sponsored by the 
Heritage Commission and the Am-
herst 250th Celebration Commit-
tee in cooperation with the Am-
herst Town Library.  Copies of the 
book are available for loan at the 
Amherst Town Library.

The town of Amherst, New 
Hampshire, was incorporated in 
January 1760, barely eight months 
before Montreal was surrendered 
to its namesake, General Jeffrey 
Amherst.  Montreal’s capitulation 
ended the hostilities between the 
British and the French in North 
America known as the French and 
Indian War.  This year marks the 
250th anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of Amherst and the end of the 
French and Indian War.  Empires 
at War captures the sweeping pan-
orama of this world war, especial-
ly in its descriptions of the strategy 
and intensity of the engagements in 
North America, many of them epic 
struggles between armies in the 
wilderness.  It depicts the prelude 
to the war, and then its unofficial 
beginning when, on May 28, 1754, a 
group of militia and Indians led by 
twenty two year old Major George 
Washington surprised a camp of 
sleeping French soldiers near pres-
ent day Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
Washington could not have known 
it, but the brief and deadly exchange 
of fire that ensued lit the match that 

would “set the world on fire.”  The 
resulting French and Indian War in 
North America became part of the 
global conflict known as the Seven 
Years War, fought across Europe, 
India, and the East and West Indies.  
Before it ended, nearly one million 
men had died.

Professor Fowler, the former di-
rector of the Massachusetts His-
torical Society, is currently Dis-
tinguished Professor of History at 
Northeastern University and the 
Massachusetts Society of the Cin-
cinnati George Washington Dis-
tinguished Professor.  He is also 
the former Gay Hart Gaines Dis-
tinguished Fellow at Mount Ver-
non.  Professor Fowler received his 
undergraduate degree from North-
eastern University and his Ph.D. 
from the University Notre Dame. 
He is the former editor of The New 
England Quarterly and the author 
of a number of books relating to 
American history.  Fowler’s Em-
pires at War received enthusiastic 
reviews when it appeared in 2005, 

including the notice of author Da-
vid McCullough, who wrote, “Wil-
liam Fowler is a superb histori-
an, and his Empires at War is first 
rate—both a work of scholarship 
and a clear, insightful unfolding of 
one of the great dramas in history, 
the importance of which can hardly 
be overstated.”  Fowler’s lecture is 
certain to help us understand what 
was happening in the world during 
those years leading up to Amherst’s 
incorporation and, perhaps, why so 
many towns were named after the 
popular general who dealt the final 
blow to the French.   

This program is free and open to 
the public.  You can register for this 
special event by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”  For a listing 
of upcoming 250th Amherst Anni-
versary events please visit the Town 
of Amherst’s website at http://www.
amherstnh.gov  and click on Am-
herst250 “Event Schedule.”

The Amherst Town Library’s Chil-
dren’s Room is very busy in April. 
Join us for some of the following 
events. Please contact Miss Jennie 
or Miss Sue if you have any questions 
by calling 603-673-2288 or by visiting 
the library’s website at http://www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us/.

Eating Up Poetry - April 27th, 3-
4:15pm- In honor of National Poetry Month, 
join us for a poetry reading/eating. Kids will get a 
chance to listen to a variety of poems, make a few easy 
snacks and then eat their tasty creations! Registration 
is required. Please inform the librarian of any allergies 
when you sign up for the program. This program is for 
children in grades 2-4.

John Root - April 28th, 3-4pm- This program invites 
children to flex their bodies, voices and imaginations. 
John plays a variety of instruments and the children 
will help create and enact new verses to familiar music 
and movement songs. All ages are welcome. No regis-

tration is required.
Book Bunch - April 29th, 3:45-

4:45pm- This book club is for chil-
dren ages 5-8. We get together and 

share a read aloud or two and then 
we do a craft. It’s tons of fun! No reg-

istration is required.
Toddler Dance Party - April 30th, 

10-10:30am- Join us for some singing and 
dancing as DJ Miss Jennie spins a selection 

of fun kiddie CDs. There will be plenty egg shak-
ers, little instruments, bubbles and scarves to get silly 
with as well as cookies and juice for treats.
Book Group Read

The Junior Book Group will be discussing Tumtum & 
Nutmeg by Emily Bearn on May 6th at 6:30pm

Feel free to contact Miss Jennie, your Youth Services 
Librarian, via e-mail: jsimopoulos@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or call her at 603-673-2288.

 

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
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web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
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Town News

Reminder:

Empires At War: Author William M. Fowler Presents

from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM at the 
Wilkins Elementary School, at 80 
Boston Post Road, Amherst.

For three weeks prior to the sale, 
members have dug perennial plants, 
bushes and ground covers from lo-
cal gardens.  This assures that these 
are species that will grow well in our 
New England gardens.  There will 
be around 2000 of perennial plants 
available for purchase, all priced at-
tractively.  Every plant will be la-
beled with growing recommenda-
tions.  Master Gardeners and club 
members will be available to answer 
questions and make suggestions. 

The garden club’s mission, as 
an organization, is to educate and 
beautify our community.  This sale 
does all of that and more, by the 

end of the day, over 2000 plants will 
have been distributed throughout 
our community and neighboring 
communities to beautify the land-
scape.  Master Gardeners will be 
available to offer useful information 
and handouts.   You won’t want to 
miss our table of slightly used gar-
dening books.

Other areas to check out are 
the Baked Goods table filled with 
sweets, and decorated with a gar-
den theme.  Perhaps this is a great 
place to purchase your Mom’s sur-
prise dessert.  A Raffle Basket table 
will offer baskets filled with garden 
related items ---a delight for lucky 
winners.  Names will be drawn at 
the end of the event, but you don’t 
need to be present to win! A new 

booth this year will feature sweet 
little items for kids to purchase for 
their Mothers.

Garden related vendors will join 
the event with a variety of annu-
als, shrubs, hanging baskets, herbs, 
vegetables, and birdhouses.  They 
include:  Amherst Garden Center, 
Mason Hollow Nursery, Perenni-
als From Susan, Stone Gate Farm & 
Flowers, Thymes Past Farm, Trom-
bly Gardens, Sweet Garden Jewelry.

The plant sale has become a tra-
dition in Amherst that locals glad-
ly anticipate.  Join us at Wilkins 
School, rain or shine!  There’s lots 
of spirit and camaraderie, after all 
spring is here, and who doesn’t en-
joy flowers?

Don’t miss this chance to finance a car, truck, SUV, boat, jet ski... virtually 

anything that moves for rates as low as 3.90%apr.*

Put our low rates and budget-friendly payment plan to work for you. Refinance 

today and reduce your monthly payment. 

Apply online or call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

gscu.org • 800-446-0285

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) based on a $20,000 loan, including a $75 origination fee, with a 36-month term, at a simple rate of 3.65% and monthly payments of $589.66. Rate includes 
a .25% rate discount for choosing any two of the following: eStatements, automatic payments, credit life insurance, or credit disability insurance. Rate and terms determined by credit history.
Rate accurate as of 4/1/10 and subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Loans must be new to GSCU. Offer excludes tractors, trailers, and commercial vehicles. Limited time offer. 
This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Granite State Credit Union • We are New Hampshire!

AMHERST • CANDIA • CONCORD • MANCHESTER • NASHUA • SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for 65 Years.

Sixty-five years of
R E S P E C T

65

South Shore Gunite Pool and Spa,
Inc sets the standard for worry-
free, environmentally responsible, 
high quality pools and spas with a 
written guarantee. 
Simplify your life and enjoy a vaca-
tion right in your own back yard.

800-649-8080
SSGPOOLS.COM

80 Route 101-A, Amherst, NH

Now Open in Amherst!

www.thetownplier.com

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality Matters”
All Jobs - Big or Small Your Satisfaction Matters
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William Fowler’s talk is sponsored by the Amherst Heritage Commission 
and the 250th Celebration Committee

u Amherst Garden Club’s Plant Sale   continued from page 1


