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State Chess Champions…Times Twenty!

Souhegan Jazz, Concert Bands Take Gold in Annapolis

David Ferreira Travels to D.C. 
for Geography Bee

Students in the News

S C H O O L    B R I E F S
Celebrating Amherst’s 250th Anniversary

Sponsored by the Heritage Commission and the Amherst 250th Celebration Com-
mittee in cooperation with the Amherst Town Library, distinguished author William M. 
Fowler Jr. will be lecturing on his book, Empires at War: The French and Indian War 
and the Struggle for North America, 1754-1763 by William M. Fowler Jr.  on Sunday, 
May 2 at 4:00 p.m. in the Main Reading Room of the Library.  A reception will follow.

Jon Ingram Named Principal of Souhegan Coopera-
tive High School

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board accepted the nomination of Jon Ingram 
as Principal of Souhegan Cooperative High School.  Jon comes to Souhegan from 
Wilton-Lyndeborough Cooperative Middle/High School where he has spent the last 
two years as principal.  He earned both his graduate and undergraduate degrees 
from Keene State College and has extensive experience as a classroom teacher, ad-
ministrator and coach.  Ingram believes that successful schools continually challenge 
themselves as a community to improve what they do and how they do it.   He cur-
rently resides with his family in Bennington, NH.

Mary athey Jennings, superintendent of schools, sau#39
www.sprise.coM

Math Counts       
Thanks to additional grant funding and through the leadership of three extremely 

dedicated and capable educators—Mary Beth Gilpin, Mary Ireland, and Amanda 
Eaton—approximately fifty students in grades two, three, and four at Clark-Wilkins 
School are participating in an after school program entitled “Math Counts” that sup-
ports students in gaining a solid foundation and understanding of core mathemati-
cal skills. The selected students meet one afternoon per week by grade level and 
work with the three teachers in small groups. These three talented teachers put 
great effort into designing a wide range of games and activities that connect children 
with mathematics and learning in enjoyable ways. Card games, flash cards, out-
door games, and computer generated activities aid all of these students in making 
the connections between daily life and mathematics. Students arrive and leave the 
program with huge smiles on their faces, make social connections with peers, and re-
ceive valuable, additional instruction in a critically important academic area. Parents 
and teachers can rest assured that the time children spend working and learning at 
“Math Counts” is time well spent. The immediate goal of the program focuses on 
helping children to master mathematical skills and concepts, while the long-term 
goals focus on helping students to enjoy and appreciate mathematics as a valuable 
subject that supports lifelong learning. 

prepared by: gerry st. amand april 7, 2010

From the PTSA, Parent Discussion Group

Please join our next parent discussion group:
Date: May 18, 2010 @ 7pm
Topic: Why Do They Act That Way?
Presenter: Kris Wilson MSW, LICSW
Kris will be facilitating a discussion on Brain Functioning and Tem-
perament.
Location: of both discussions - Souhegan High School, Room 
126/127
 

Amherst Middle School 8th 
grader David Ferreira will be 
the New Hampshire representa-
tive at the National Geographic 
Geography Bee in Washington DC 
on May 24, 25 and 26.  David 
outperformed 99 other final-
ists at the State Geography Bee 
on April 9.  Good Luck to David 
when he travels to D.C. to meet 
this challenge.

subMitted by dave Mcgrath,  
aMherst King bishops chess coach

 AMHERST – Amherst and 
Mont Vernon chess players teamed 
up to win four 1st place honors (half 
of the total number awarded) at this 
year’s New Hampshire Scholastic 
Chess Championship tournaments. 
This brings the Amherst King Bish-
ops Chess Club’s total to an incred-
ible 20 titles since its first in 2003, 
and extends its championship run 
to 8 consecutive years.

On March 27th, 69 players from 
across the state competed at the NH 
Scholastic Chess Individual Cham-
pionship tournament held at Bow 
Memorial School. Players competed 
in 4 sections (Primary, Elementary, 
Jr. High and High School). Amherst 
5th grade student Mason Young 
went 4-0 to win the Elementary 
Section 1st place trophy against 29 
other players.  The win represented 
the 8th Individual State Champion-
ship won by an Amherst King Bish-
ops chess player, and the club’s 17th 
overall. Other top finishers from 
the club were Eli Young (2nd place 
Primary) and Mont Vernon’s Jolyn 

Ma (3rd place High School).
On April 10th, 22 teams partici-

pated in the NH Scholastic Chess 
Team Championship tourna-
ment, held at the Amherst Middle 
School.   “Home Court Advantage” 
proved fortuitous indeed as Am-
herst King Bishops teams won 3 of 
the 4 championship titles awarded.  
It’s Primary “A”, Elementary “A”, and 
High School Team all finished un-
defeated in each of their 4 matches 
to win their sections. The Primary 
“A” team roster included Eli Young, 
Will Darnall, Katie Sullivan and Ste-
ven Pariselli. The Primary “B” team 
of Siraj Husainy, Christian Garcia, 
Isabella Geskos and Ellie Chase fin-
ished 2nd in their section.

The Elementary “A” team of Ma-
son Young, George Carlson, Fran-
ces Darnall and Elizabeth Darnall 
successfully defended their Elemen-
tary Team Championship title, eas-
ily topping the 7 team field with a 
13-3 individual board total and 4-0 
match score.

The Elementary “B” team of Mont 
Vernon Village School  4th grad-
er Tommy Darnall, together with 
Wilkins 4th grade students Liam 

Earley, Mackenzie Patten, and Nick 
Garcia finished in a tie for 5th place, 
a very respectable spot for a team 
entirely of 4th graders in a 4-6th 
grade section. Liam Earley and Nick 
Garcia were undefeated at their re-
spective 2nd and 4th board posi-
tions.

The Souhegan High School team 
of Jolyn Ma, Mike McGrath, Liam 
Murphy, Sean McGrath and Jacob 
Dworkin won the New Hampshire 
High School Team Champion title 
in dramatic fashion. Jacob Dworkin 
filled in admirably during the first 
two matches as Jolyn Ma, the teams’ 
highest rated player took her college 
ACT test that morning. The team 
won its first match and tied the sec-
ond.  Jolyn arrived as the crucial 3rd 
round match was starting and went 
2-0 on first board during the last 
two rounds, avenging her loss two 
weeks earlier to Gerald Potorski 

with a convincing final round vic-
tory over the NH Individual Cham-
pion, which helped lead Souhegan 
to the NH team title.

Players also deserving recognition 
for their participation in the success 
of the King Bishops Chess club are 
our “5th player award recipients” 
Nicholas Zsofka, Steven Mason, 
Michael Schwager and Seth Facey. 
Thank you for your team spirit and 
sacrifice in the name of the com-
mon good.

Our talented and dedicated Am-
herst and Mont Vernon chess play-
ers are supported in their efforts 
over the board by parents, teachers 
and mentors who worked behind the 
scene to give them the opportunity 
to play competitive chess. Thanks 
to the AMS administrative staff, the 
Amherst Recreation Department 
and the Amherst Town Library for 
their assistance this year. 

Primary Kids with coach: (L to R) Isabella Geskos, Steven Pariselli, Will  
Darnall, Katie Sullivan, Eli Young, coach Dave McGrath (Back)

Primary B Team, 2nd Place: (L to R) Ellie Chase, Isabella Geskos, Siraj 
Husainy, Christian Garcia

Undefeated Elementary A Team: (L to R)  Mason Young, Elizabeth  
Darnall, Francis Darnall (missing from photo George Carlson)

NH High School Team Champs: Mike McGrath, Liam Murphy, Sean Mc-
Grath, Jolyn Ma, Jocob Dworkin

Music Teachers Hold Annual 
Granite State Auditions

The New Hampshire Music 
Teachers Association held their 
annual Granite State Auditions 
on Saturday, April 17 at Plymouth 
State University in Plymouth.  Na-
than Wagman from Amherst was 
chosen as Honorable Mention in 
the piano, Junior B competition.

Nathan is the son of Mina and 
Joel Wagman of Amherst.  Nathan 
is the student of Marie Mendelow 
who is an active member of the 
NHMTA. 
Melissa Pelton of Amherst 
Inducted Into Nursing Honor 
Society

HAMDEN, CT - Melissa Pelton 
of Amherst was inducted into The 
Tau Rho Chapter of Sigma Theta 
Tau International, the nursing hon-
or society at Quinnipiac University, 
during a ceremony on April 1.

Sigma Theta Tau Internation-
al, the only international nursing 
honor society worldwide, is a glob-
al community of nurse leaders with 
members belonging to 469 chapters 
who live in 86 countries. Through 

this network, members strive to use 
knowledge, scholarship, service and 
education to improve the health of 
the world’s people.
Phillips Exeter Academy  
Winter 2010 Honor Students

Phillips Exeter Academy an-
nounces the 2010 Winter honor 
students.  From Amherst: Justin R. 
Gallagher, 9th grade, highest hon-
ors.  He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael F. Gallagher, Amherst.
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The SHS Concert and Jazz Bands just returned 
from a 5-day performance tour of Washington 
DC, Baltimore and Annapolis Maryland. At the 
Saturday competition, both the Concert and Jazz 
Bands received GOLD rankings (scores of 90 or 
better). The Jazz Band also received honors for 
TOP BAND GROUP at the festival and the AD-
JUDICATORS TROPHY for groups scoring bet-
ter than 92. Jazz Band pianist Connor May (’11) 
received and OUTSTANDING MUSICIAN-
SHIP award for his solo work as well. 

While in D.C., the students spent time tour-
ing monuments and museums and attending a 
rehearsal of the President’s Own Marine Band. 
While in Baltimore and Annapolis, the students 
visited Camden Yards for an Orioles game, the 
Baltimore Inner Harbor and Aquarium and at-
tended a performance of the US Naval Acad-
emy’s Men’s Glee Chorus. During that perfor-
mance, SHS seniors Joe Abis and Dan Gilligan 
were invited to perform with the chorus on “Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic”. 

SHS Band Director Carl Benevides states, “I 
would do this trip again in a second! The stu-
dents represented themselves, their school and 
their community with distinction.”   

Members of Souhegan’s 
Concert and Jazz Bands 
celebrate their victory in 

Washington, DC.

Nathan Wagman


