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Going Public

 “Spanish Honor Society”
Peggy Silva

Dean of faculty, Souhegan high School

Schools

AMHERST – The idea of a sub-
stance free celebration for Souhe-
gan High School’s graduating class 
was introduced based on the senior 
project research of 2004 graduate 
Allison Feeney.  Statistics from the 
National Highway Safety Adminis-
tration show a dramatic increase in 
alcohol related traffic fatalities dur-
ing graduation and prom season.  
With this in mind, Alison created 
a plan for Project Graduation.  Two 
years later, in 2006, Ms. Feeney’s 
dream was realized and Project 
Graduation is now an annual event 
for Souhegan’s graduating class.

GET ON BOARD!   This year 
the event will have a ‘cruise’ theme.  
The Project Graduation committee, 
made up of a dedicated and enthu-
siastic group of parent volunteers, 
has been hard at work planning this 
fun-filled event.  The Hampshire 
Dome will be the site of this fully 
supervised, all night, substance-
free party for the Souhegan High 
School Class of 2010 graduates.  It 
will be held on Friday, June 11th 
from 10pm to 5am.  Entertainment 
and food will be provided through-
out the evening and morning.

Attendance at this event increases 
each year as the word gets out that 
graduates are having a safe and fun 
night to remember.  The committee 
hopes to build on this success and 
needs the support of the communi-
ty.  Our goal this year is to be able to 
offer this event free to all students.  
It is hoped that families who have 
benefited from past Project Gradu-
ation events, local businesses and 
all of our neighbors will offer assis-
tance in funding this event.  Dona-
tions, in the form of money or priz-

es, are needed to help make this a 
successful celebration.  In past years 
the generous support of our com-
munity has provided our students 
a special night to remember and 
our parents the peace of mind that 
the students are safe on graduation 
night.  If you can help out with a do-
nation we know the 2010 Souhegan 
High School graduates will certain-
ly appreciate it!
Donations 

Your generous donation is a gift 
to our graduates.  Please consider 
donating money or a prize toward 
our efforts.  Please send donations 
to:

SHS Project Graduation
c/o Cathy Jellison
2 Christian Hill Rd.

Amherst, NH  03031
Volunteer your time, energy and 

ideas!  We will need LOADS of vol-
unteers, for committees, chaperon-
ing, etc.  PAY IT FORWARD!  Senior 
parents are not allowed to attend 
this event and we rely on parents for 
chaperoning so those parents with 
younger students please donate 
your time.  Remember – someone 
else will be doing this for your child 
their senior year!  
For more information:
• General Questions / Information: 
Kim Ommundsen, karov@aol.com
• Sponsorships, Donations, Prizes: 
Cathy Jellison, cathyjello@comcast.
net
• Volunteers: Jo-Ellen Redmond, 
jo_red55@hotmail.com 

Spanish Honor Society:  /Back Row:  Suzanne Berry, Carly Chris-
tensen, Katie Almeida, Kelly Corchado, Kathleen Desmond (advi-
sor), Jill Parolin, Emily Payrits, Rachel Dobbs, Merrill Poor, Tamanna 
Gandhi, Mitchell Stallman;  Seated:  Kristin Leffler, Paige Duarte, 
Marissa Ashcraft, Jessica Beliveau, Anna Ballard, Jake Moskowitz, 
Ali Sagon, Tess Ryan, Monica Gandhi

 

High Mowing School Students to Perform “Pirates of Penzance”

Spanish teacher Kathleen Desmond has recently created a Spanish 
Honor Society chapter at Souhegan High School. The chapter is named 
for Argentine writer Julio Cortazar, whose fiction blends fantasy and 
reality. Applicants, who must be enrolled in Spanish IV or higher, must 
hold an ‘A’ average in Spanish class, and must maintain a ‘B’ average in 
their academic courses. They must also demonstrate a commitment to 
stewardship.  Honor society members will communicate with a Span-
ish class in Columbia, taught by former Souhegan Fullbright exchange 
teacher, will assist native Spanish students at a Nashua school, and 
work to bring more attention to the Spanish language. Each member 
will be asked to submit an article in Spanish for publication in a student 
journal. Next year, the Honor Society will participate in travel scholar-
ships and awards. 

Kathleen encouraged me to read the applications of the inaugural 
group of students. Fortunately, several of the applications submitted 
were written in English. 

In responding to a question of the relevance of studying Spanish, one 
student writes that “Spanish is not one of those classes that you sit in 
and wonder when you will ever use the material….Spanish class will 
open your eyes to different cultures and allow you to branch out from 
our small, homogeneous New Hampshire town. Spanish gives the gift 
of communication…[in] an increasingly interconnected world. It is the 
best gift you could have.” Tucker Brown speaks of language as a way “to 
shape our view of the world around us.” Ali Sagon cites the importance 
of “facilitating and influencing interaction between people across na-
tional borders.”

Marissa Ashcraft points out that the “study of any language improves 
global awareness. She believes that this life skill provides an opportu-
nity to become “a more compassionate citizen of the world.” Anna Bal-
lard was able to speak Spanish when she traveled to Nicaragua to build 
a house as part of a service project. She states that Spanish class “is 
about more than conjugating verbs in the preterite tense.” She believes 
that the skills learned will provide remarkable opportunities.

Souhegan High School Chorus Performs at The NYC Music Festival
Fifteen members of the Souhegan High School Cho-

rus performed in the New York City Music Festival at 
Riverside Church on April 16th.  The group received a 
Silver Rating and placed third in the competition.

While visiting New York, students toured NBC stud-
ies, the Top of the Rock, Central Park, the NYC Zoo, 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rockefeller Center, and 
saw West Side Story on Broadway.  This is the Souhegan 
Choir’s sixth trip to NYC under the direction of Patricia 
McMullen.

Next year the group plans to perform in Disney 
World in February.

Director Patricia McMullen, students  Dani Nislen, Maddy Daigneau, Alexis Ierardi, Mia Parent, Sara Wilson, Isaiah 
Silvia-Chandley, Bryce Newell, Monroe Kingsley, Tori Ross, Athena Kochilaris, Caterina Yetto, Christine Black, Sean 
Tatar, Jill Daigneau, and Linsey Lack.  Not pictured, accompanist Joseph McMullen.

AMHERST – The Amherst Rec-
reation Department has teamed up 
with local schools to teach children 
about natural science and the envi-
ronment.   Using demonstrations 
and hands-on strategies, Peabody 
Mill Environmental Center educa-
tors and naturalists teach children 
about a variety of topics both in 
their school classrooms and on site 
at the Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center.  All programs meet the re-
quirements of the NH Framework 
for Science Literacy.  

  Both teachers and students en-
joy this nature outreach program 
because it “offers a hands-on op-
portunity for children to interact in 
a fun, educational, and memorable 
way” – Grade 3 Teacher.   Class-
room lessons, such as Phases of the 
Moon, Plant Classification, Fossils, 
and How Weather Affects Animals, 
help students to better understand 
our beautiful and unique planet.  
Field trips to PMEC provide an op-
portunity for students and teachers 
to get out of the classroom and into 
the natural world to learn about 
Animal Tracking, Orienteering, 
Survival Skills, and What Lives in 
the Pond.   

Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center educators come from a va-
riety of backgrounds including sci-
ence education, environmental 
education, and even book publish-
ing; and have worked with a diverse 

range of students from Kindergar-
teners through High Schoolers; 
special needs groups; homeschool 
groups; and more.  All lessons are 
customized to the age range and 
abilities of students.  

The Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center (PMEC) is an environmental 
and science education center which 
abuts almost 600 acres of Joe Eng-
lish conservation land.  Located at 
the end of Brook Road in Amherst, 
New Hampshire, the PMEC is di-
rected by the Amherst Recreation 

Department.  The mission of PMEC 
is to foster an awareness, under-
standing and appreciation of the 
natural world, by offering environ-
mental, conservation, and science 
programs to all ages.  PMEC strives 
to foster diligent stewardship of our 
environment so that future genera-
tions may inherit and continue to 
be inspired by the wonders of a pro-
tected and natural world. More in-
formation on PMEC programs can 
be found on our website at www.
pmec.org or by calling 673-1141 or 

Bringing the Outdoors into Our Schools

PondLife – Inspecting the pond life at PMEC.  

WILTON – High Mowing School 
in Wilton will be presenting Gil-
bert and Sullivan’s “The Pirates of 
Penzance”  on April 29, 30 and May 
1 at 7:30 pm at the Pine Hill Wal-
dorf School Auditorium, 77 Pine 
Hill Drive, (off Abbot Hill Road), 
Wilton.  

Each spring director Dale Coye 
produces a full-fledged musical 
along with more than half the High 
Mowing students, many of whom 
are seasoned musicians and vocal-
ists.  “Les Miserables” and “Bye Bye 
Birdie,” High Mowing School’s last 

two musicals, played to full houses.  
This year the students take on 

what is now considered to be Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s most popular light 
opera, “The Pirates of Penzance,” a 
zany and comic tale first performed 
in 1879.  Frederic, the main char-
acter, is due to be released from his 
apprenticeship to pirates at age 21 
when it is discovered that he was 
born on leap year February 29th.  
They claim that he must remain 
with them for another 63 years to 
complete his contract.  This is fur-
ther complicated by his love for the 

Major-General’s daughter Mabel.
General admission tickets are 

$12 for adults, $8 for seniors (60+) 
and students under 16.  “Captain’s 
Choice” tickets of $35 include va-
let parking, premium seating, and 
intermission café.  Advance tickets 
will be available at Toadstool Book-
shops and at High Mowing School 
(222 Isaac Frye Highway - off Ab-
bott Hill Road, Wilton, NH).  Tick-
ets also available at the door.  Vis-
it www.highmowing.org or call 
Heather Carver at 603-654-2391 x. 
135 for more information.

Community Council Holds Community  
Forum Concerning Security Issue

By Saira Weinzimmer

Souhegan’s Community Council 
is again exploring one of the most 
important issues confronting local 
and national high schools: school 
security. In addition to looking at 
other schools’ security measures, 
reviewing past security audits at 
Souhegan, and surveying the com-
munity, the Council also held a 
public forum on Tuesday, March 
9th in the Souhegan theatre. Here, 
community members were encour-
aged to ask clarifying questions, 
and to voice their own opinions and 
concerns.

The forum began with a brief his-
tory of past security audits and de-
bates, presented by Community 
Council Communicator Will Car-
bery. There have been four previous 
security discussions at the school, 
Carbery says. The most recent was 
led by Community Council back in 
2006, but the proposed surveillance 
cameras (the sole focus of the pro-
posal) were voted down because of 
concerns about their effectiveness, 
and what affects they might have 
on the school atmosphere. 

Despite the 2006 conclusion, 
however, the security debate is back 
in full force.  At the public forum 
Souhegan SRO John Smith and 
Dean of Students Bob Thompson 
provided the most recent statistics 
for theft, fighting, harassment, van-
dalism, and weapons at school. So 
far in the 2009-2010 school year, 
there have been twenty-seven thefts 
reported to Smith ($4630 worth of 
items) and thirty-five instances of 
vandalism. According to the school 
discipline records, however, only 
two students have been disciplined 
for thefts, and again only two for 
vandalism—a striking difference 
between reported theft and van-
dalism crimes and something the 
Community Council will be look-
ing into as part of their recom-
mendation process. There have also 
been four students disciplined for 

fighting (two separate occasions), 
three for harassment, and two for 
bringing knives to school (both of 
these incidents were accidents, not 
intended weapon use). Though the 
fights and harassment statistics are 
not as high as in some high schools, 
when asked how the theft data com-
pares to that of other schools, Smith 
said, “It is no better and no worse.” 

Thompson said that there have 
been some major improvements in 
security since the 2006 audit. Cur-
tains have been added to classroom 
doors, the number of unsecure en-
tries to the school have been re-
duced, ‘Please keep doors locked’ 
signs have been put up on doors, 
emergency readiness time has been 
reduced to only seven minutes, and 
unclaimed lockers have been se-
cured with zip ties to insure that 
Thompson knows who occupies 
each one. “Security has definitely 
improved since 2006,” Thompson 
said, “but we are still looking for 
feedback to make more improve-
ments.” 

Many community members have 
strong opinions about the issue of 
security at Souhegan, but not all 
agree on what the problems are or 
what should be done. Those in fa-
vor of surveillance cameras, often 
the informal focus of the discus-
sion despite the holistic approach 
taken by Council, maintain that 
the cameras would deter people 
from committing crimes or break-
ing rules, reduce unseen bullying 
and theft, protect the school from 
outside threats, possibly locate gang 
symbols, and generally aid attempts 
to catch wrongdoers. The middle 
school has cameras, they say—so 
why shouldn’t Souhegan?

“People are forgetting that stu-
dents have exposure to different 
things in school now,” said com-
munity member Karen Tuthill, in 
response to some of the criticism 
towards cameras. “All this warm, 
fuzzy stuff is great, but today, bad 
things happen.”

On the other hand, some com-
munity members think that cam-
eras would be a bad idea. They feel 
that the cameras would destroy the 
trusting atmosphere at Souhegan, 
and that forming good relation-
ships with students is the best way 
to see the first signs, and prevent 
bad things from happening. “People 
are not understanding Souhegan,” 
said Justin DeWaele, a senior at 
Souhegan. “We have a lot of quali-
tative forms of security. We may not 
have cameras that track belongings, 
but we have people we trust. Stu-
dents respond much more to that 
than cameras.” 

“We have 1600 eyes, and we com-
municate with each other about 
anything bad we see,” said anoth-
er senior, Arianne Bennett, after 
hearing the argument that cameras 
would help find gang members and 
symbols. “I think cameras would 
make us lose connection, make stu-
dents feel devalued.” 

 Some have also commented that 
they believe the cameras at the 
middle school create a false sense 
of security, and that there might be 
more efficient ways to spend secu-
rity funds. One example of an al-
ternate security method is an auto-
matic locking system, which would 
allow administrators to remote-
ly lock all the doors in the Annex 
or Main Building in the event of a 
threat on campus (an idea Thomp-
son particularly favors). Even some-
thing as simple as moving John 
Young’s office (currently on the sec-
ond floor of the main building) to 
a more strategic location might in-
crease security without damaging 
the qualitative security measures 
already in place.

No matter what one’s opinion is 
about the best way to ensure secu-
rity, though, everyone does agree 
on one thing: that students’ safety 
is the top priority. The Community 
Council is dedicated to making sure 
Souhegan High School continues to 
be a safe learning environment.

When asked what qualified the applicant to enter the Sociedad Hon-
oraria Hispánica, one student states that, “One of the biggest faults of 
American society is the tendency to assume that the rest of the world 
will speak English. Languages are vital to the survival of culture. I feel 
that studying them will allow me to achieve my goal of being a journal-
ist doing humanitarian work. I have big dreams to serve communities.” 
The Spanish language will give this student the chance to “make an 
even bigger impact.” Carly Christensen’s responses echoed that of oth-
ers as she spoke of her work ethic and her participation in a wide range 
of interests. Students highlighted their leadership abilities, their sense 
of responsibility, and their interests in service to others. Paige Duarte 
summed up the thoughts expressed by her peers when she admits that 
she “lives, breathes, and thinks in Spanish.” These students know them-
selves and know the value of diligence, persistence, and hard work. 
Kathleen Desmond will harness all of these skills as she welcomes her 
students into the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica.

ONGOING REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 YEAR
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year oldJoseph Raczek, o.D.

G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y
C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986


