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By Samantha Prue and Jamie Freud

 “You lose paper football and you 
clean my sink” (Mr. Reid). If you’ve 
ever sat in Mr. Reid’s art class you 
would hear this just about every-
day! Amherst Middle School stu-
dents know that Mr. Reid is famous 
for his shiny sinks in the art room. 
Many students are up to the chal-
lenge to test their skill in paper foot-
ball against Mr. Reid. However, they 
know all too well that the loser of a 
paper football match will result in 
the dirty job of washing out those 
sinks! Sadly, for the students at AMS, 
this year will be the last because Mr. 
Reid is retiring as art teacher. 

Many know Mr. Reid as being a 
talented artist, but what many may 
fail to recognize is his unique and 
caring personality. Mr. Reid is with-
out a doubt, a special teacher here at 
AMS and will be dearly missed. Stu-
dents count on Mr. Reid planning 
an interesting unit for each grade 
level. Creating clay faces in the 5th 
grade along with making masks and 
designing anti-bullying posters in 
the sixth grade are some of the fa-
vorite units studied. Pastel designs 
in the 7th grade and creating 2D 
art and transforming it into 3D art 
is a unit the 8thgraders greatly an-
ticipate each year. It is because Mr. 
Reid respects and is supportive of 
his students’ ideas, that they believe 
they are artists regardless of their 
artistic ability. 

Mr. Reid strives for his students 
to be proud of their creations, and 
is always demonstrating to kids that 

art can be applied to anything in 
the real world. He says you just have 
to think things through. Mr. Reid’s 
projects are usually open ended. He 
encourages and offers suggestions 
to students’ ideas, but he pushes you 
to think outside the box, to create a 
piece of work that is self reflective. 
No matter what your artistic ability 
is, he believes that each piece of art 
has to reflect who you are as a per-
son so that you will realize that you 
can create just about anything. 

Mr. Reid will always be remem-
bered at AMS for inspiring his stu-
dents, sharing his love of art, and 
making us believe we are all art-
ists. The kids here at AMS will miss 
you terribly, but wish you the best in 
your retirement. The sinks in the art 
room won’t be as shiny without you 
here!

By Olivia Cunis and 
Sage Wesenberg

 

As you enter the classroom, you 
hear a crisp laugh, and see a happy 
smiling face. You are surrounded by 
a splash of patriotic colors. You are 
in the classroom of our beloved 8th 
grade Social Studies teacher — Mrs. 
Mutarelli. Mrs. Mutarelli has been 
teaching at AMS for 29 years! 

Teaching, however, was not her 
first choice for a career. She wanted 
to work for the government, but she 
knew that if she needed a back-up 
plan she would teach. Once she be-
gan student teaching, she loved it so 
much; she decided to teach for good. 
Mrs. Mutarelli has taught every-
thing from kindergarten to eighth 
grade. She teaches what she loves: 
history and ancient civilizations. 
She is fascinated by them and still 
learns more each day. 

If she loves teaching so much, 
why is she retiring? Mrs. Mutarelli 
told us that she is retiring after all 
these years because after learning 
so much about the world, she real-
ly looks forward to traveling to all 

the places she hasn’t been to yet. She 
also plans to spend A LOT of time 
with her grandchildren. 

Worrying about whether we will 
never see our teacher again? As Mrs. 
Mutarelli says, “That is not the case! 
Listen to me carefully!” She plans to 
come back and substitute, “causing 
trouble” amongst her former col-
leagues. That’s fantastic, because we 
will all miss Mrs. Mutarelli! 
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Mr. Reid, Through Our Eyes 

Lessons Learned From Mr. Evans
 

Listen to Me Carefully

Retiring Teachers at Amherst Middle School

By Ellie Arrowsmith, 
Bailey Farris, and Alex Safarz 

It saddens us to imagine Amherst 
Middle School without Mr. Evans 
teaching language arts in grade sev-
en. Mr. Evans is a man of integri-
ty and compassion, who genuinely 
cares for his students. Each year he 
makes it a point to connect with his 
students both inside and outside of 
the classroom. He takes the time to 
learn about his students. He remem-
bers to wish his students good luck 
in an upcoming concert or sports 
game and then follow up on Mon-
day. Mr. Evans makes teaching per-
sonal, and as a result, we benefit. 

Learning vocabulary and gram-
mar is fun in Mr. Evans’s class. We 
simply didn’t memorize definitions 
of words and grammar rules. We 
immersed ourselves in each word’s 
meaning and understood why con-
ventions are important. We talked 
about each vocabulary word and 
its use in context, formed groups to 
act out its meaning, created a word 
wall in the classroom, and illus-
trated grammar rules. As students, 
we internalized our vocabulary 
and grammar lessons. As a result, 
our vocabulary grew and our word 
choice and conventions in our writ-
ing improved. 

Mr. Evans taught us to make our 
writing our own by using voice, 
personality, and detail. During the 
Wells Speech Unit, he spent hours 
with students preparing them for 
their speech presentations. For 
those of us who didn’t feel as con-
fident in public speaking, he helped 
us find an inner strength in speak-
ing in front of an audience. He pro-
vided us a supportive and positive 
environment to express ourselves. 

Mr. Evans not only taught us lan-
guage arts lessons, but lessons we 
will carry with us outside of school. 
His cheery attitude never wavered, 
even in the hardest of times. He 
showed us that there are people 
willing to help students in time of 
need. He helped us when we felt 

overwhelmed. Mr. Evans proved to 
us that anyone can “catch-up” when 
falling behind by simply starting at 
the beginning. 

We think one of the most impor-
tant lessons Mr. Evans taught us is 
it’s more important to give than take. 
He reminded us that there is more 
to give than just objects. We learned 
to give our classmates words of en-
couragement, patience, and friend-
ship. Mr. Evans is truly a teacher 
who devotes his time, energy, kind-
ness and guidance to everyone, and 
we appreciate him greatly. 

While writing about Mr. Evans, 
we discovered that there isn’t one 
word that describes him, but count-
less words. He is a teacher who un-
derstands and gives endlessly, gen-
uinely cares, is unselfish, goofy, 
incredible, kind, extraordinary, hap-
py, encouraging, carefree, engaging 
and fabulous. What we will always 
remember about him is that he nev-
er had a bad day. 

Mr. Evans, we will keep all that 
you have taught us forever. You are 
without a doubt, one of the great-
est teachers to ever walk the halls 
of Amherst Middle School. We have 
the courage to learn from our mis-
takes, pursue our dreams, and give 
to others because of you. Thank you, 
Mr. Evans!

Student Art Now 
On Display at the 
Amherst Town 
Library
 

Artwork from our four local schools covers all the 
walls and fills the display cases of the town library 
during the month of May.  The works highlight a 
variety of media and techniques explored by the 
students in their art and life skills classes. The stu-
dent art show is sponsored annually by the Friends 
of the Amherst Town Library and is a very popular 
event for the student artists.

“Falling Towel” by Hunter King – Gold Key

Maja Tellander, Clark School

Amy Concannon
“I’m Lovin’ It” by Will Humphries and Jacob Kittredge

“Imagine a World” by Samantha Prue – Honorable Mention

“Sitting Girl” by Raleigh McElvery – Gold Key

Cameron Birse

Victoria Chistolini
On the Cover – “Can We Fix It” 
by Josh Eichel and Willis Griffith

Charetta Mutarelli

Bob Evans

Ron Reid


