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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., June 8, 2010

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June 2

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)
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AMHERST	 CITIZEN
The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford

the Amherst Citizen
newsstand Copies

— �010 —
April 13
April 27
May 11
May 25
June 8
June 22
July �� (chg.)
August 31

September 14
September  28
October 12
October 26
November 9
November 23
December 7
December 21

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday  7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Fire Department 1st Monday  7:00 p.m.
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday  7:30 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed.   7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo.  7:00 p.m.
Rescue Squad 1st & 3rd Wed.  7:30 p.m.
Selectmen Mondays  7:00 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday  7:30 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Souhegan Reg. Landfill 1st Thursday  7:30 p.m.
     
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main Street. 
Fire Department meets at the Central Station, 177 Amherst Street 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Rescue Squad at the Rescue Bay, 175 Amherst Street. 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road 
Contact the Landfill District at 424-4128 to confirm the meeting place and 
time.
*The meetings are open to the public.

Thank You To Mail Carriers
To the editor:

On Saturday, May 8th, the mail carriers of Milford and Amherst took 
part in the National Association of Letter Carriers’ nationwide “Stamp Out 
Hunger” food drive.  The mail carriers picked up donations left in the local 
post offices and by mailboxes along their delivery routes, then brought the 
donations to the SHARE Food Pantry.  The weather was rainy and chilly 
but it did not dampen the spirits and enthusiasm of the letter carriers.  As 
in years past, the residents of Milford and Amherst responded to the needs 
of their less-fortunate neighbors by providing nonperishable donations to 
help restock the pantry shelves. 

This year, SHARE has seen a large increase in requests for food assis-
tance and we anticipate this trend to continue in the foreseeable future.  
Donations are particularly critical at this time of year as we prepare for the 
coming months.  Our supplies from previous drives are dwindling at the 
same time families are struggling to feed school-aged children home all 
day on summer break.

   
So much effort goes into making a large food drive happen.  Thank you 

to Jack Greene and David Boissonault of Milford, who helped organize the 
event.  To all the mail carriers in Amherst and Milford who picked up and 
delivered the donations, much appreciation.  Despite the weather and the 
extra work, we saw nothing but smiles!

A special thank you to the volunteers who helped unload and sort the do-
nations including Jeanne Dube, Steve Takacs, Curtis and Lucy Snow, Don-
na Erhardt, Matt Willette, Larry Claveau, Rose George, Ray Steimel, Ash-
ley Grueter, and members of the Wilton Second Congregational Church 
Youth Group - Jen, Lori, Allie, Emma, Jake, Parker, Chris, Cassie and Molly.  
Thank you to everyone who made a donation.  Once again, residents of our 
community unselfishly opened their hearts to care for our neighbors in 
need.  Thank you for sharing!

  
Gratefully,
Carolyn Momenee & Kathi Beane
Food Pantry Co-Managers

Volunteers Give Back To the   
Community
To the editor:

Winston Churchill once said, “we make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.”  The people listed below have learned that les-
son and have given back to the students of the Amherst schools by volun-
teering their time as committee chairpersons of the Amherst PTA.  The 
PTA could not function without the generosity of people like these who 
have selflessly given their time to coordinate programs, provide services 
and dedicate resources for the schools.  For their commitment to the PTA 
and all of the students of Amherst, we thank them!

Souhegan High School Project 
Graduation….Right Around the 
Corner!
To the editor:

Excitement is in the air! For the last several months we have been pro-
viding you with information about Souhegan High School’s Project Gradu-
ation, the all-night event that allows our new 2010 graduates to spend the 
evening of graduation in a fun, safe and substance free celebration.  The 
celebration will be held at the Hampshire Dome on Friday June 11th, from 
10pm – 5am and includes various activities, entertainment and food.  

This month, as the event draws near, we are focusing our attention on 
two areas: event participation and volunteers.

GET ON BOARD…Tickets are now on sale!  Seniors have a lot on their 
plate right now so if you have a senior please remind them to buy their tick-
ets – at lunch they are on sale outside the café and the rest of the day they 
can be purchased in the nurse’s office.  Tickets are $20.

How can I help? We have almost all of our volunteers (thank you!) but are 
still looking for the following: 

Chaperones, 2am-5am shift: You can do it!  We know this is a tough time, 
but it is critical that we have all shifts covered in order to make this event 
successful and safe.  If you are NOT a senior parent, and you can work this 
shift, please contact Jo-Ellen Redmond at jo_red55@hotmail.com 

Bus/Inspection Duty, 9:30-10:30pm, any parents: This is open to all par-
ents, including those of seniors.  Students will first go to the high school, 
where they will load buses to take them to the Hampshire Dome.  All stu-
dents’ bags must be inspected for banned items before departure so please 
make sure you are comfortable performing this task.  For more informa-
tion or to volunteer please contact Jo-Ellen Redmond at jo_red55@hotmail.
com 

Food Donations: Please consider donating bottled water, juice boxes, 
small Gatorade, lemonade, ice tea, fruit juice, single serving sized crackers, 
chips, pretzels, popcorn, granola bars and cookie’s.   We will also need ice 
cream toppings.  We are requesting that the food and beverage be packaged 
in single serving size to alleviate waste.  If you prefer to have us do the shop-
ping then a gift card to your favorite local grocery store is the donation for 
you.  Donations should be labeled “Project Graduation” and delivered to the 
main office at the Souhegan High School or for more information feel free 
to contact Diana Jones at 672-7553 jonesdede@aol.com 

PLEASE NOTE: All seniors will be required to have a Participation 
Agreement on file in order to attend Project Graduation. Hard copies (on 
gold paper) will be included in a mailing this week to SHS senior parents. 
Additional copies will be available at ticket purchase locations and should 
be returned to the nurse’s office prior to the event.

For any other questions, or more information regarding Project Gradua-
tion please contact Kim Ommundsen at karov@aol.com 

Project Graduation Committee

Leslie Bennett
Wendy Conway
Maureen Corrigan
Leigh Ann Evans
Cheryl Forster
Kate Geskos
Beth Hall
Ruth Infanti
Chris Janson

Gail Jordan
Shelly Kayser
Cathy Leighton
Jennifer Lohnes
Patti Mahoney
Lisa Mazur
Karen Oates
Jackie O’Dowd
Rita Piotrowski

Anna Rego
Jil Romano
Ellen Roos-Unger
Susan Shaw
Jane Sodders
Laura Taylor
Deanna Zell

     
 
With great appreciation,
The Board of the Amherst PTA

Take Responsibility for Mosquito 
Control on Your Property
To the editor:

The Amherst Conservation Commission urges residents to take personal 
responsibility and to use common sense to prevent the remote possibility 
of contracting mosquito born diseases.  

Rural areas like Amherst that depend on wells for drinking water, need 
the abundant wetlands, ponds, lakes and other still water bodies to recharge 
wells. Because of the sheer number of water bodies that recharge our water 
supply, town-wide mosquito control programs are not 100% guaranteed.  
However, homeowners can take simple, no cost precautions to contribute 
to mosquito control and protect themselves and their families:

Make your property a balanced ecosystem - put up bird houses to attract 
insect eating birds like bluebirds and swallows. Remember to clean your 
birdbath every 3-4 days. Encourage toads, bats and Mother Nature’s own 
natural remedies like dragonflies and damselflies who love mosquitoes and 
insects.  Look around your own property for hidden pools of water; check 
plant saucers, puddles in tarps, cover rain barrels or treat with drops of sal-
ad oil to smother emerging mosquitoes.
Here are more suggestions from NH DHHS:

Eliminate standing water and other mosquito breeding locations.
In warm weather, mosquitoes can breed in any puddle that lasts more 

than 4 days!
• Remove old tires from your property. 
• Dispose of tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots, or other contain-

ers. Don’t overlook containers that have become overgrown by aquatic 
vegetation. 

• Make sure roof gutters are clean and draining properly. 
• Turn over wheelbarrows and change water in birdbaths at least twice 

weekly. 
• Do not attempt to drain or alter natural water bodies for mosquito con-

trol, since the management of ponds and wetlands is regulated by the 
Department of Environmental Services and any alterations will require a 
permit before work may begin.

 2.  Be aware of where mosquitoes live and breed and keep them from 
entering your home.

3.  Protect yourself from mosquito bites.
• If outside during evening, nighttime, and dawn hours when mosquitoes 

are most active and likely to bite, children and adults should wear pro-
tective clothing such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and socks. 

• Consider the use of an effective insect repellent, such as one contain-
ing DEET. Repellents containing 30% or less DEET (N,N-diethyl-methyl-
meta-toluamide) may be used by adults and children over the age of 2 
months.  Children should not apply DEET to themselves.  Repellents that 
contain Picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus have also been determined 
to be effective.  Use all repellents according to manufacturer’s direc-
tions. 

• Vitamin B, ultrasonic devices, incense, and bug zappers have not been 
shown to be effective in preventing mosquito bites.

For more information go to:
 extension.unh.edu/FHGEC/emergency/health_emerg.htm
 extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource000534_Rep1070.pdf
 www.dhhs.state.nh.us › BDCLS › CDCS

Anne Krantz
Amherst Conservation Commission

Mont Vernon Beautification   
Committee Says “Thanks”
To the editor:

 Just when the tide of volunteerism appeared to be ebbing and commu-
nity life seemed to be losing some of its vibrancy…..along came the yearly 
Spring Gala celebration in Mont Vernon and hope was renewed. This year 
the Beautification Committee requested donations of home baked items to 
sell at the Gala to raise funds for our “Daffodils Down Main Street” pro-
gram. The response from citizens and two local businesses was extraordi-
narily generous and our bake sale was a huge success. The money collected 
will add hundreds of bulbs to our fall planting projects and continue our 
colorful spring show in Mont Vernon. 

We extend gratitude and thanks to the special folks who found time 
in their busy lives to make a difference: Nola Castle, manager of Mil-
ford Dunkin Donuts and Linda Shortt, owner of The Good Loaf, Heath-
er Carver, Lynne Chisholm, Nancy Foster, Trudy Gendron, Deb Gibson,      
Pody Hansbrough, Sally Hogan, Dorothy Ledner, Sheri Nivens, Meg Poor, 
Carolyn Dorr Rich, Sue Ries, Stephanie Tabit, Jeanette Vinton and Amy 
Wyman.

   Sincerely,
   Mont Vernon Beautification Committee:
   Susan King Ecklund
   Patty Glassman
   Kelly Merryfield

“Little Black Squiggles”
To the editor:

A Sad Story:  In this vast King-
dom, there resides the tiny village of 
Mont Vernon with a winding byway, 
Kittredge, no doubt appointed by a 
former King of the village. For more 
than 20 years this idyllic byway has 
been sadly reduced to shambles for 
lack of care.  And the villagers are 
not happy.

Great big yellow carriages and lit-
tle ones hauling village children to 
the Village School on that byway day 
in and day out have unfortunately 
contributed to its destruction.  The 
edges of the byway have disintegrat-
ed leaving chunks of broken black 
topping.  Sides have pushed upward 
forming culverts for rushing rain 
water.  Increasingly large holes, the 
size of which could gobble up car-
riage wheels and wreak havoc to the 
coachmen, have been filled again and again with “sand”, which has been 
washed away in downpours, hardened with freezing weather and eventually 
disappeared.  All on the byway in front of the little Village School that has 
cost a King’s Fortune.

‘Tis a pity.  The people on that byway of 10 huts surely pay a combined 
amount of taxes of $100,000+ per year as ransom to the present Kings and 
Village School.  For 20 years and past that could equal $750,000 more or 
less.  Who knows?

Ah, but that is not all.  Little black “squiggles” adorn the byway every-
where, hiding big and little cracks.  Someone sneaked over in the dark of 
night and decorated it.  What fun!

However, we found that the Kings’ byways suffered no problems where 
their carriages pass each day.

Other byways in the little Village are deplorable, too.  So, the question 
was asked:  when are the Kings of this Village going to spend the $77,000+ 
for the byways entrusted to them by the people of the village and to wit, 
have they asked for money called “FEMA” from Big King of all the land??  
The Kings have whispered that, yea, something might be done this sum-
mer.  And, if we recall correctly, someone with Big Knowledge looked over 
the byways in the little village and declared:  Lo, and Behold, you need about 
$1.3 million to repair the byways!  Imagine that.

We implore the Kings of the Village to do the job they were asked to do:  
Take good care of our little village byways so that one day all the people will 
be happy again.  End of story.

 
     N. McKinney
     Mont Vernon


