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Road Reconstruction Project
By Bill Overholt

Amherst rOAd COmmissiOn 

May  2010
 AMHERST – We’ve 

been moving ahead on the 
road project since the last 
report in April, and are on 
schedule to start work on 
Spring Road early in July.

Notices with a preliminary time-
table of work have been sent out to 
all the residents on Spring Road. 

Part of Spring Road is a scenic 
road, and DPW went before the 
Planning Board to get permission 
to cut trees along the road where 
necessary.  Permission was granted, 
and the work will be done when the 
project begins.  However, even trees 
that have now been marked for re-
moval will be saved if it is possible. 

We have hired an en-
gineering firm, Keach-
Nordstrom Associates, of 
Bedford, to advise us on 
the construction and re-
view our plans and speci-
fications.

The bid documents are 
nearing completion, and have been 
reviewed by town counsel and the 
engineers.  They will be finalized 
shortly, and we will be going out 
to bid by June 1, with bid opening 
a month later, and work starting in 
July.

We are writing a job description 
for a clerk of the works, and plan to 
have one on board by the time con-
struction begins.

Rosemary Jarvis Wilkes
Was a “Rosie the Riveter” during World War II

Amherst Transfer Station One-Year 
Update – PART 2

The most immediate impact of the new Transfer Station design was the 
improved efficiency of hauling away trash and recycled items, compared 
with 2008.  In 2009 the number of combined trips for hauling trash and re-
cycled items dropped 41%, while the average weight per trip increased 48%. 
The benefits are significantly reduced town costs and improvement of the 
carbon foot print with fewer truck trips.

A big impact of the transfer station redesign has been a whopping 50% 
increase in cardboard recycled, the result of placing the cardboard recy-
cling container directly next to the trash containers, plus making recycling 
easier by eliminating the old requirement to flatten cardboard before plac-
ing it in the container . The price of cardboard a year ago was $4/ton; it has 
rebounded to $175/ton in April of 2010, making cardboard a significant rev-
enue generating item.

Newspaper recycling, on the other hand, has dropped precipitously, down 
25 tons per year since 2005 - a 31% decline during that period.  The drop 
from 2008 to 2009 was 124 tons.  This reflects a national trend, as more and 
more people cancel subscriptions to newspapers and magazines.  

Recycling generates revenue and reduces costs,  thereby offsetting trans-
fer station expenses.  In 2008, when market prices were high, recycled items 
at the Amherst Transfer Station generated almost $67,000.  Prices for re-
cycled items are quickly returning to 2008 prices.  Glass is heavy – put into 
the recycling container, it saves $47/ton. The price for aluminum cans is 
lucrative at $1380 per ton.  Doing nothing costs big dollars.  As you can see 
from the table, moving items out of the waste stream and into recycling re-
turns big dollars.

Amherst EMS Celebrates National 
EMS Week 2010 
“Anytime… Anywhere… We’ll Be There” 

National Emergency Medical 
Services Week 2010 was celebrated 
this year on May 16th through May 
22nd. “EMS Week brings together 
local communities and medical per-
sonnel to publicize safety and honor 
the dedication of those who provide 
the day-to-day lifesaving services of 
medicine’s front line” explains Bri-
an Gleason, Director of Amherst’s 
Emergency Medical Services. It is 
a time to think about the people 
whom our communities rely on to 
help us when the unthinkable hap-
pens. 

Every day in our community and 
in communities like ours through-
out the nation, emergencies happen 
to people just like you and me. These 
local emergencies may not get the 
press coverage that the big disas-
ters happening thousands of miles 
away receive, but to our friends and 
neighbors, these day-to-day emer-
gencies can be just as dangerous and 
deadly. We rely upon our Emergency 
Medical Technicians and Paramed-
ics to respond and make a difference 
in our lives. No matter the need, no 
matter the call, EMS stands ready to 
serve you.

EMS is at once the most iconic 
and visible part of the emergency 
healthcare system. It is also prob-
ably the most misunderstood. Al-
most everyone can recognize an 
ambulance and most people have an 
idea of its purpose. However peo-
ple rarely give thought to the capa-
bilities and education of the people 
working inside of it. EMT’s, EMT-
Intermediates and Paramedics have 
long since evolved from their hum-
ble beginnings as simply a fast ride 
to the hospital. Today’s ambulances 
are highly specialized mobile inten-
sive care units and today’s EMT’s 
attend hundreds of hours of class-
room education for their initial cer-
tification. Paramedics, the highest 
level of field medical providers, at-
tend thousands of hours of initial 
education and internship time and 
must be masters of acute care. Not 
only that, but all levels of EMT’s 
and Paramedics alike must recer-
tify their license every two years 
and must attend countless hours of 
continuing education programs to 
achieve their recertification. This 
training covers all aspects of acute 
emergency care and is quite intense 
and rigorous.

Today’s EMS system, with Para-
medics and EMT’s working in tan-
dem, brings the first hour of Emer-
gency Room care to the patient’s 
side no matter where the patient 
may be. EMS focuses upon provid-
ing immediate stabilizing care that 
stops or slows the progression of 
the acute disease process or damage 
from any injury, protects the patient 
from further aggravation of the con-
dition, and impacts their long-term 
continuity of care. This care reduc-

es mortality, or loss of life, as well as 
morbidity, or future quality of life. 
Dialing 911 during a medical emer-
gency produces better outcomes 
than does simply driving a serious-
ly ill or injured person to a hospital. 
Early intervention in cases such as a 
heart attack or stroke can mean the 
difference between those conditions 
leading to long-term disability or a 
full recovery.

Every community in New Hamp-
shire has emergency ambulance ser-
vices available at a moment’s notice 
that are simply a 911 call away. How-
ever, some communities only pro-
vide Basic Life Support ambulances, 
with EMT level personnel. “In Am-
herst, our ambulances are staffed 
by Basic & Advanced Life Support 
providers and our Rapid Response 
units are staffed by Paramedics that 
can respond directly to the scene 
to provide immediate advanced 
level patient care” said Gleason. It 
is important for people within our 
community to ask questions and 
get to know the people responding 
to their calls for help. Learn about 
their capabilities and their needs. 
“EMS people have always been the 
absolute masters of doing anything 
with nothing, but we are especially 
in this economy, very much in need 
of the continued support and atten-
tion of the communities we serve” 
explained Gleason. It’s common for 
community members to not think 
about their local ambulance servic-
es until a situation occurs that re-
quires their services.  Most of our 
residents hear about disasters hap-
pening thousands of miles away 
each evening when images from 
them saturate our television screens 
and newspapers, but rarely does that 
same curiosity focus on their local 
emergency responders who are tak-
ing care of our friends and neigh-
bors 24/7. 

“It is an honor for Amherst EMS 
to serve our community and we 
greatly appreciate our residents con-
tinued financial support allowing us 
to maintain our high-levels of life-
saving service.”  “More important 
than the financial support, howev-
er, is the appreciation for and faith 
in our abilities that it represents”.  
“In today’s world, our call-to-duty 
is challenged in so many ways that 
it is especially meaningful when our 
efforts are so generously recognized 
and rewarded.”

The official theme for EMS week 
2010 is “Anytime… Anywhere… 
We’ll Be There.”  Amherst EMS has 
made the commitment to be there 
for you. This week, please think 
about how you can be there for Am-
herst EMS. The impact of your sup-
port for EMS translates directly 
back into improving the lives of the 
people in our communities. As the 
saying goes, the life you save may be 
your own.

Rosemary Jarvis 
Wilkes, 89, resident 
of Amherst, NH, 
died Friday, May 21, 
2010 at the Cour-
ville Nursing Home 
in Nashua, NH. 

Rosemary was 
born on April 5, 
1921 in Hubbard, 
Texas, the old-
est child, and only 
daughter of Ray 
Hughes Jarvis and 
Onie (Tanner) Jar-
vis. Rosemary 
graduated from 
Hubbard High School 
in 1938 and from the University of 
Texas, Austin in 1942 with a B.A. in 
Home Economics. She remained a 
steadfast and proud Longhorn fan 
all of her life.  Rosemary married 
her hometown sweetheart, Lowell 
L. Wilkes Jr. in Hubbard on January 
25, 1943. She and Lowell remained 
happily married for 64 years until 
Lowell’s death in 2007.

Rosemary’s husband Lowell was 
a West Point graduate and a Signal 
Corps officer in Northern Italy dur-
ing the World War II.  Rosemary’s 
own experiences during wartime 
are preserved in the Rosie the Riv-
eter Museum in Oakland, CA.  As 
is recorded there in her own words, 
“My wartime work was with Mag-
nolia Petroleum Company in Dallas, 
Texas. The company later became a 
part of Exxon-Mobil Corporation. I 
worked in the Podbylniac Labora-
tory project to take the lead out of 
gasoline to reduce the downtime 
of military portable generators, ve-
hicles and other gasoline powered 
equipment. As a Rosie, I was chosen 
for this work because I had stud-
ied Chemistry at the University of 
Texas. My title was that of Labora-
tory Technician. I liked the people 
I worked with and the importance 
of the work related to the war. I re-
ally didn’t have any dislikes to what 
I was doing, even with the rotating 
shifts. I was glad to do whatever I 
could to help shorten the war, es-
pecially with my husband overseas 
in Italy and my brother in the South 
Pacific.” 

In 1958, when Lowell retired 
from the Army, he and Rosemary 
moved with their family to Lex-
ington, Massachusetts. As she had 
done in so many places before Rose-
mary quickly established roots and 
made lifelong friends. As a Lexing-
ton resident, Rosemary was a lead-
er in numerous civic organizations. 
In 1975, as President of the Lexing-
ton Outlook Club, Rosemary played 

an integral role in 
orchestrating sev-
eral of the Town’s 
Bicentennial Cel-
ebrations marking 
the beginning of 
the American Rev-
olution.  Rosemary 
spearheaded the 
creation of a com-
memorative quilt 
which highlights 
Lexington’s histor-
ic sites and which is 
preserved at the his-
toric Munroe Tav-
ern.  Additionally, 

she served as Presi-
dent of the Lexington PTA and was 
an active member of the Lexington 
Methodist Church. 

In 1977, Rosemary and her fam-
ily moved to Amherst, NH where 
she lived until entering an eldercare 
facility.  In Amherst she also played 
an active role in Town life including 
serving as President of the Amherst 
Questers and the Amherst Garden 
Club. She was a founding member 
of the Souhegan Congregational 
Church.

Ingrained with small town values, 
and the loving devotion of Lowell 
and her family, Rosemary enjoyed a 
truly wonderful life.  She loved en-
tertaining her family and her many 
friends both in her home and at 
“Perrywood”, her beloved summer 
cottage, on Lake Winnisquam.

Rosemary is survived by her four 
devoted children, Lyndon, Ray, Bill 
and Barbara; and nine loving grand-
children, Christina, Jessica, Kasey, 
Ben, Chelsea, Taylor, Alyssa, Kyle, 
and Emily; a great grandson, Thom-
as; and three nieces, Jac, Ruth and 
Mary.

Funeral services will be held on 
Tuesday, May 25th at 11:00 AM in 
the Lexington Methodist Church, 
2600 Massachusetts Avenue, Lex-
ington, MA. All are invited to a lun-
cheon at the Church immediately 
following the service. Burial will 
be in West Point Cemetery, West 
Point, NY, on Wednesday, May 
26th.  In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Hubbard Methodist Church, Hub-
bard, TX 76648 or to the MassGen-
eral Institute for Neurodegenerative 
Disease, Mass General Hospital, 116 
14th St. – 114-2001, Charlestown, 
MA 02129 ATTN: MIND Research 
Program.  Smith & Heald Funer-
al Home, 63 Elm Street, Milford, is 
handling arrangements.  To leave 
an online condolence, please go to 
www.smith-heald.com

Route 101, Bedford, NH 03110   |   (603) 472-4080   |   www.gscabinetry.com

What’s the best part of Summer?
A. Grilling on the deck 
B. Going to the beach 

The best season to renovate your kitchen is grill season!
Enjoy the summer sun, uncover that grill and call 
Granite State Cabinetry today!

Come see how affordable quality can be.

The Must-See Showroom

C. Renovating your kitchen 
D. All of the above

Garden Center & Home Decor

Prime Office Space
•	200 Sq ft
•	Sunny, well-lit location
•	Wireless internet available
•	Just off of 101 in Amherst, near

center of Village
•	Utilities included
•	Quiet	office	space
•	Recently	repainted	and	recarpeted

Call Kathy for more information, 
or to view at 557-2038

Two out of three homes in America are underinsured.  Is yours?  Contact 
us today for a free replacement cost estimate and evaluation to help you 
determine if you have the right type and amount of insurance coverage for 
your home.  It’s service you can count on from a company you can trust.  

What’s 
your home 
really 
worth?

350 Main St., Nashua, NH 03060-4664
(603) 883-1587 www.foyinsurance.com
Nashua@foyinsurance.com

The Central Insurance Companies are comprised of Central Mutual Insurance Company, All America Insurance 
Company, and CMI Lloyds (Texas).
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