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Schools

PTA Reflections National 
Award of Excellence  
Winners Announced

As National PTA celebrates the 40th 
anniversary of Reflections, the coun-
try’s longest running arts in education 
program, the association announced 
this week the national 2010 Reflections 
award winners. The winners were cho-
sen from more than 500,000 submis-
sions from students across the nation 
who participated in this year’s program, 
themed “Beauty is…” Each year the pro-
gram provides opportunities for stu-
dents to receive recognition for their ar-
tistic efforts and expressions. There are 
3 “tiers” of awards given at the National 
level, they are: Outstanding Interpreta-
tion,  Award of Excellence and  Award 
of Merit. 

The first award is “Outstanding Inter-
pretation”.

There were 6 national winners of this 
award and they will be recognized at the 
National PTA Convention in Memphis, 
TN, receive a certificate and medallion, 
and $800 for their entry. A special award 

of $200 will also be granted to each win-
ner’s PTA. The second award or “tier” 
is “Award of Excellence”. There were 72 
students who received this award na-
tionally. Of these 72 National winners, 
Amherst’s very own Evmorfia Alton, 
grade 2 and Emily Loose, grade 5 were 
winners!

Evmorfia won for her dance choreog-
raphy piece titled “Beauty is... The Love 
and Friendship of Sisters”, and Emily 
won for her literature piece titled “The 
Pearl”. They will each receive a certifi-
cate, a medallion, and $200!! Their work 
will also be on display in the virtual PTA 
Reflections gallery:  http://www.ptare-
flections.org/cs/2010_national_winners.

Congratulations to Evmorfia and Em-
ily!

The 2010-2011 theme for the PTA Re-
flections program is “Together We Can”. 
We are pleased to announce the new 
Reflections chairs for next year: Gillian 
Smith and Melanie Byram.

The Derryfield School:

Julie Harris (left) and Sofia Kouninis in a scene from the play “Marvin’s 
Room” performed at The Derryfield School in Manchester.

Impressive Acting in Upper School Drama
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

MANCHESTER – An Amherst 
girl was one of the leads in this year’s 
upper school contemporary drama, 
“Marvin’s Room,” performed at The 
Derryfield School on May 14 & 15 
with a small cast of just ten stu-
dents.  This intimate play is about 
an estranged family dealing with 
one member’s terminal illness and, 
at the same time, the care of elder-
ly family members in poor health. 
With themes of death, love, duty, 
selflessness and selfishness inter-
woven, it is very touching, yet also 
funny. 

Sophomore Julie Harris of Am-
herst said, “My character, Lee, was 
kind of a jerk to her sister and son. 
It was fun to play such a different 
type of character – I had to figure 
out why she acted that way.”

The central character, Bessie, was 
played by senior Sofia Kouninis of 
Dover. To prepare, Julie and Sofia 
had discussions exploring why their 
characters, who are sisters, relate 
to each other the way they do, and 

how they would react in various sit-
uations. This enabled them to adjust 
easily and flow through little glitch-
es in the performances with appro-
priate ad lib lines, such as the time 
Julie was supposed to pick up a bag 
of chips but it wasn’t on set, or the 
time Sofia forgot to rip up a check. 
Both girls are seasoned actors, hav-
ing appeared in many productions 
since a very young age. Still, it was 
impressive how naturally they por-
trayed women so much older than 
they are. 

Sofia, new to The Derryfield 
School this year, said, “There was 
such a positive energy among the 
small cast and a truly professional 
atmosphere.” 

Sophomore Breanna Northrup of 
Bedford was remarkable in the role 
of Aunt Ruth – fully convincing in 
looks, movement and speech as a 
frail but spunky elderly woman, and 
spot-on with her comedic delivery.

“Marvin’s Room” is an award-win-
ning 1991 play by Scott McPherson, 
who died in 1992 at age 33. It was 
adapted for a 1996 film.

SHS Students Create a Book about the Mentors in Their Lives.
AMHERST – Two classes, two 

books.   Young photographers learn 
about documentary photography 
and life through the process of book 
making.

Freshmen Craig Vignault has a 
newfound respect for his father, 
James.   His dad is not only his dad, 
but also a significant mentor in his 
life.  “When I interviewed my father, 
I learned some new things that I 
didn’t know about him.  What stood 
out the most, was that when he is on 
a construction job for someone who 
is on a low budget, he will do small, 
extra things for no charge or dis-
count the cost for people in need.”

Peter Bennett’s grandfather had 
tears of joy in his eyes when Peter 
chose him as his mentor.

Craig and Peter are two of 31 stu-
dents (in two separate classes) who 
participated in a photography book 
project. Through the harmonious 
marriage of pictures and words, 
each student chose a mentor as 
their subject for their book.  Each 
class produced their own book. The 
resulting books are titled “Faces of 
Heroes:  Inspiration for the Next 
Generation” and “Capturing the 
Connections:  How Mentors Influ-
ence Lives.”

The students in Kathy MacKay’s 
photography classes spent three 
months working on the project, from 
idea to print.  According to MacKay, 
a project like this has many benefits.  
In addition to learning the technical 
and artistic aspects of photography, 
book design and journalistic writ-
ing, the young authors discussed 
and appreciated the mentors in 
their own lives.  This appreciation 
is evident in their work.  Craig Vi-
gnault’s work exemplifies this point.  
He poignantly ends his essay about 
his father with his new personal as-
piration. “I can only hope that when 
I grow up, I can be someone who 

contributes to society in the that my 
father does,” said Craig.

Other mentors in the book in-
clude coaches, teachers, siblings, 
older friends, moms and grand-
mothers.

The project has a charitable as-
pect as well.  The students will sell 
the book and donate the profits to 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Greater 
Nashua. The students are proud of 
their work and they will be happy to 
share their thoughts and ideas with 
the press!

Contact:  Kathy MacKay
kmackay@sprise.com
Souhegan High School
412 Boston Post Road
Amherst, NH 03031
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Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, Milford    
673-3198

Shop
Locally!

20% Off
Storewide

May 26-29 Only!

Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates now has one of the 
most experienced hygiene teams in the region.

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

On-line Auction 
to Support Teens 
Ends June 4

4th Annual Milford Middle 
School (MMS) Enrichment 
Spring Bidding For Good 
Auction will run from Sunday 
May 16 to Fri June 4.  Auc-
tioned items include: LA Limo 
ride and dinner at Villa Ban-
co, golf at Amherst Country 
Club and Shattuck Golf, hotel 
stays, baseball tickets and gift 
certificates to local shops. Log 
on to biddingforgood.com/
mmsep. The auction benefits 
the MMS Enrichment Pro-
gram which provides after-
school, delayed opening and 
summer art programs for 
teens.  This is a great way to 
support our teens and local 
businesses

Summer Arts 
Camp Taught by 
Professionals

Summer Arts Camp -re-
turning this year!  Courses 

will be taught by local profes-
sional artists with a knack for 
working with teens.  This is 
for students going into grades 
5-9 from all local schools.  The 
camp will run the weeks of 
June 28 and July 12, Monday 
through Thursday, from 10:00 
to 12:30 pm at MMS. Two 
courses will be offered each 
week.   Courses are: “Bird in a 
Nest: Felting and Paper Clay” 
with JoAnn Kitchel,  “Play-
ing with Metals for Orna-
ments and Jewelry” with Kar-
en Mitchell, “Fun and Funky 
Mosaics and Stepping Stones” 
with Susanna Ries and “Fresh 
Air Drawing and Painting” 
with Beth Cianci. Summer 
Arts Camp is run by the Mil-
ford Middle School (MMS) 
Enrichment Program in part-
nership with Mont Vernon 
Artisans.  It is funded in part 
by the NH State Council on 
the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Arts.  For 
information and a brochure, 
contact Libby Anderson at 
672-9876 or mmsenrich@
charter.net or Nina Zotcavage 
at 673-7365 or jzotcavage@
aol.com.


