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NASHUA – The Nashua Cham-
ber Orchestra under the baton of 
Maestro David Feltner, will pres-
ent a pair of concerts featuring 
classical guitarist Zaira Mene-
ses, on Saturday, June 5, 8:00 PM 
at the  Nashua Senior Center, 70 
Temple St., and Sunday, June 6, 
7:00 PM at Milford Town Hall on 
the Oval.  

The program features works 
by Mendelssohn, Feigenbaum, 
Ponce and Beethoven.  Tickets 
are priced at $15 adult, $13 senior 
and $8 student.  Children 12 and 
under are free.  Tickets may be purchased 
at the door, or in advance at Darrell’s Music 
Hall in Nashua and the Toadstool Bookstore 
in Milford’s Lorden Plaza.

Felix Mendelssohn (1809—1847) trans-
forms the absurd into the sublime with his 
concert overture, The Fair Melusine   (1834). 
Mendelssohn perfected this genre, which 
was intended as an individual concert piece 
unrelated to a theatrical production.  The 
European legend of the fair Melusine dates 
back to the late 13th century.  [illustration 
from Wikipedia, “Melusine” entry] Depicted 
in literature and art, Melusine was a spirit 
of fresh waters and sacred springs who took 
the form of a mermaid every Saturday.  The 
lyrical, flowing water theme can be heard 
throughout the piece as it traverses a variety 
of moods and orchestral colors.  Contending 
that musical expression is far more accessi-
ble than words, Mendelssohn wrote:  “These 
[words] seem to me so ambiguous, so vague, 
so easily misunderstood in comparison to 
genuine music, which fills the soul with a 
thousand things better than words.” 

By contrast, Stephen Feigenbaum’s 
Speak, Sing, Whale for Orchestra and 
Whale Sounds (2008), incorporates ex-
cerpts from recorded whale song along with 
orchestral colors in order to “evoke that 
washy, water-like sound” that is a whale’s en-
vironment.  This 21-year-old award-winning 
composer from Winchester, Massachusetts 
composed Speak by playing piano along 
with recordings of whales.  “I wasn’t really 
imitating the whale sounds.  It was more see-
ing what kinds of material seemed to sound 
good with the whale songs.”  The piece was 
commissioned by the Boston Landmarks 

Orchestra, and premiered at 
the Hatch Shell in 2008.  Fas-
cinated by the remarkable 
qualities of whale song and by 
people’s varied reactions to his 
piece, Mr. Feigenbaum insists 
that “the meaning is some-
thing people end up getting for 
themselves.”

Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
(1770-1827) “Pastoral” Sym-
phony No. 6 (1808) is an exul-
tant hymn to the beauty and 
restorative powers of Nature.  
Beethoven himself conferred 

its title, and descriptive subtitles for each 
of the five movements: 1) the awakening of 
joy upon arriving in the country; 2) scene at 
the brook; 3) jolly gathering of country folk; 
4) thunderstorm; 5) shepherds’ song: happy, 
grateful feelings after the storm.  One of his 
few programmatic works, the Pastoral con-
veys to our senses more vividly than any 
words, serene woods and green meadows, 
warbling birds, babbling brooks, lively coun-
try folk and the sudden intrusion of a thun-
derstorm. Beethoven sought solace in the 
woods surrounding Vienna, where scenes of 
Nature recreated in his inner ear the sounds 
he could no longer hear, engendering musi-

cal inspiration and renewal of spirit as uni-
versal for today’s listener as they were to the 
composer. 

Manuel Maria Ponce (1882—1948) Mexi-
can composer, music educator and scholar, 
has the distinction of elevating the tradition 
of Mexican popular song and folklore to the 
venue of the concert hall.  A child prodigy, 
Ponce pursued his musical studies at home 
and abroad in Italy and Germany.  The Con-
cierto del sur (1940) is dedicated to his long-
time friend and guitar virtuoso, Andres 
Segovia. A colorful piece replete with the 
appealing modalities and rhythms of Mexi-
can folk music, it draws upon the harmonies 
and idiom of traditional songs.  Acclaimed 
guitarist Zaira Meneses has charmed audi-
ences on three continents with her electri-
fying performances, often teaming up with 
guitarist Eliot Fisk (her husband).  A ver-
satile performer, her artistry is enhanced 
by her beautiful singing voice and graceful 
dancing, frequently featured as encores to 
her solo appearances.  Ms. Meneses lives in 
Boston, where she enlivens the cultural life 
of the city through her numerous outreach 
activities while maintaining her demanding 
touring schedule in the Americas and Eu-
rope.
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“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert BatemanFRAME DEPOT
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227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Father’s Day
Lot’s of Gift ideas, too!

frame your favorite artwork or 
photograph, or select one from our 
gallery. We carry open and limited 
edition prints, originals, plus prints 
and cards by over 35 local artists.

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.
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• Best QUaLitY
• Greater VarietY
• sUPeriOr serViCe“Two Stepping” by Tom Sierek

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

PAYROLL SPECIALISTS
SERvIng LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEn YEARS

• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• Preparation of all Employer federal 

and State forms and Deposits.
Call:  603-672-1155 for more information

e-mail:  payrolls@earthlink.net
no payroll too large or too small

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

specializing in 
ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting

over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems
fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics 

ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992   •   20 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

801-5366   •   pruningbymike@aol.com
Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Now is the time to prune your fruit trees!

A-PRO
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Insured • Steam Cleaned • Available 7 Days a Week

(603) 672-2205
Dave Temple, Owner Also Offer:
244 Boston Post Road Home / Office Cleaning
Amherst, NH 03031 by Karen Temple

HOME FOR THE SUMMER?

12 WEEKS FOR $120

discovering the 
joy of life 

starts young …
so should 
excellent

oral health
Join us in a partnership 
to ensure  a  pleasant, 
healthful dental program 
for your infant, child, and 
adolescent.

AMHERST PEDIATRIC DENTAL ASSOCIATES
James C. McAveeney, DMD  Andrew T. Cheifetz, DMD, MEd

7 Route 101A Colonial Park, Amherst, NH  • Call Today at (603) 673-1000 
WWW.PEDIATRICDENTISTNH.COM

New Patients Welcome

Currier Museum Features 
Glimmering Kinetic Sculpture 

MANCHESTEr – This summer at the Currier catch the gleam 
of shiny steel swirling in the breeze as Spotlight New England 
presents kinetic sculptures by Massachusetts-based artist George 
Sherwood.  George Sherwood: In Delicate Balance opens Saturday, 
May 29 and runs through September 6. Sherwood’s dynamic con-
structions are harmonies between artistic vision and engineered 
mechanics that respond to shifts in environmental conditions and 
move through space and time to give viewers an ever-changing ex-
perience. This Currier exhibition debuts two new sculptures and 
features installations in the galleries, Winter Garden, and out-
doors in Zachos Court.  Preliminary models and studies from 
Sherwood’s studio are also on view and invite an exploration of 
artistic process and kinetic principles in more detail.

The Currier celebrates the opening of George Sherwood: In Del-
icate Balance with a Meet the Artist event on June 3 as part of the 
museum’s First Thursday programming. George Sherwood will 
join curator Nina Gara Bozicnik in the auditorium at 6:30 pm to 
discuss his creative process, followed by an informal conversation 
in the exhibition.  

George Sherwood, Flock of Birds, 1998, Anonymous Loan

Children’s Little Smiles Summer Series  
Returns to Capitol Center Beginning June 29

Bringing Shaker Music Home
CONCOrD — The North Coun-

try Center for the Arts Children’s 
Theatre will return to the Capitol 
Center for the Arts for the 2010 Lit-
tle Smiles Children’s Summer Se-
ries.  Performances run every Tues-
day from June 29 to August 17.

Audiences have been enjoying the 
North Country Center for the Arts 
Children’s Theatre for 26 years.  The 
company adapts fairy tales and folk 
tales for the stage to create theater 
for children of all ages.  The travel-
ing company features five profes-
sional adult actors and a composer/
musician.

Performances in The Governor’s 
Hall at the Capitol Center are on 
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
with the following schedule:  Little 
red riding Hood, June 29; Gold-
ilocks and the Three Bears, July 6, 

The Fisherman and his Wife, July 
13; rikki-Tikki-Tavi, July 20; Pinoc-
cio, July 27; The red Shoes, August 
3; Aesop’s Fables, August 10; and 
Sleeping Beauty, August 17.  Perfor-
mances last approximately 40 min-
utes and are suitable for children 
ages 3 and up.  

Performances are in The Gover-
nor’s Hall, with floor seating and 
some chairs for adults.  Children are 
invited to meet the characters fol-
lowing each performance.  All tick-
ets are general admission at $6 each.  
Tickets for groups of 15–24 are 
$5.50 per ticket, and groups of 25 or 
more are $5 per ticket.  Tickets may 
be purchased at the Capitol Center 
box office, by phone at 225-1111 or 
online at ccanh.com beginning on 
Tuesday, June 1 at 11 am. 

 CANTErBUrY--Canterbury 
Shaker Village continues its “Sim-
ple Gifts: A Canterbury Concert 
Series” Sunday, June 13th, 2010 at 
3 pm with a performance by com-
poser/arranger Kevin Siegfried.  The 
concert will take place at the histor-
ic 1792 Canterbury Shaker Village 
Meeting House.

The concert will include a cap-
pella performance of Shaker music, 
including melodies from The Sacred 
repository, a Canterbury hymnal 
published in 1852.  According to 
Siegfried, these 1852 melodies have 
likely gone unperformed in the Vil-
lage Meeting House for over 150 
years. Siegfried will include com-
mentary on Shaker music in his per-
formance.

Kevin Siegfried’s music has been 
performed and recorded by leading 
ensembles including The Dale War-
land Singers, The Tudor Choir, and 
Conspirare.  British magazine Choir 
& Organ wrote that he writes music 
of “austere beauty” that exhibits the 
“pressure and presence of personal 
conviction.”

His music has been praised for its 
direct expression, lyricism, and ac-
cessibility.

Siegfried graduated from The New 
England Conservatory with a Doc-
tor of Musical Arts degree in Com-
position. He studied additionally in 
Paris, at La Schola Cantorum, and 
in India, with South Indian classical 
musician Sriram Parasuram. Since 
2004, he has been a faculty member 
at The Boston Conservatory.

Nashua Chamber Orchestra Presents 
June 5 and 6 Concerts

Maestro David Feltner

Stephen FeigenbaumZaira Meneses

Rely on The Amherst Citizen to bring you the best in Arts & Entertainment.


