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The Johns Hopkins Center For  
Talented Youth 2010

AMHERST - As part of the Johns 
Hopkins University Center for Tal-
ented Youth program, 19 seventh 
and eighth grade students from 
the Amherst Middle School took 
the S.A.T. on January 23d, 2010 or 
the ACT.  These students include 
seventh graders Ben Gravel, Cara 
Griffith, Eric Kolb, Jasper Jones, Jes-
sica Barlow, Joseph Caraccio, Kai-
tlyn Caprini, Katherine Heaney, 
Elizabeth Hosage, Katherine Ede, 
Kathleen Foley, Samara Spence, 
Skye St. James, Bidisha Sen, Bren-
dan Sileo, Emma Fleuette, and Ste-
fan DeShazo. Grade eight students 
include Julia Brackett and Cassan-
dra Jacobs.

A “Distinction” is awarded to 
those students who scored as well 
as or above the average score of 
college-bound seniors.  The aver-
age national scores of 2010 college-
bound seniors are 501 in Reading 
and 515 in Math on the SAT and 

21.4 in Reading and 21.0 in Math 
on the ACT.  The following students 
received a “Distinction” in Reading:  
Kaitlyn Caprini, Kathleen Foley, 
Cassandra Jacobs, and Julia Brack-
ett. Stefan DeShazo received a “Dis-
tinction” in Math.  

The “CTY High Honors Award” 
is awarded to those seventh grade 
students whose scores were 550 or 
higher in Reading or Math on the 
SAT and 22 in Reading and 21 in 
Math on the ACT and those eighth 
grade students whose scores were 
600 or higher on the SAT Read-
ing or Math and 24 on Reading or 
Math of the ACT.  These students 
are invited to attend the CTY State 
Awards Ceremony to be held in the 
fall.  These students include Bidisha 
Sen, Brendan Sileo, Emma Fleuette 
and Stefan DeShazo. Students test-
ing between March and and June 
30th will have their scores reported 
to the school over the summer.

Brendan Sileo, Bidisha Sen, Emma Fleuette and Stefan DeShazo.

Full Scholarship Awarded to   
Amherst Student

Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce Future 
Business Leaders of the Year 2010 Award

Souhegan High School seniors, Chris Len and Eric Nelson, received  
the 2010 Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce Future Business 
Leader of the Year Award.

Clark School HOP-A-THON 
Raises $3,849

Top Ten Earners: Paul Trombi, Luke Broding, Elle Stevenson, Nathanial 
Pagliocco, Kohl Abt, Mathew Starace, AJWC Hopathon Co-Chair Stephanie 
Grund, Clark School Assistant Principal Janet Davis and AJWC Hopathon Co-
Chair Irene Raissis Alton.  Missing:  Joshua Savyon, Joely Brammer-Depuy, 

AMHERST - The Clark School 
Hop-A-Thon, sponsored by the Am-
herst Junior Women’s Club took 
place on May 7th.   The kindergart-
ners and first graders were blessed 
with a wonderful day of outdoor 
Hopping at Clark.  We were so lucky 
to have such supportive teachers, of-
fice staff and parent volunteers who 
helped with this event!  It was a re-
ally fun day for both the parents and 
the kids!  Special thanks to Shaw’s 
in Milford for their donation of ice 
pops and to Jake’s in Amherst for 
providing the ice cream gift certifi-

cates to the Top 10 Earners. 
The students raised $3,849.30.  

These funds will be used towards 
many needed items for Clark School!  
The Top 10 Earners were Joshua 
Savyon, Kohl Abt, Megan Kirk, 
Mathew Starace, Luke Broding, Na-
thanial Pagliocco, Paul Trombi, Jo-
ely Brammer-Depuy, Elle Stevenson 
and Charlotte Farris.  The Highest 
Earning class was Mrs. Ballantyne’s 
AM kindergarteners who were 
treated to a party!  Congrats to all 
Hoppers!

Summer Arts Camp Registration Deadline 
is June 15 

Summer Arts Camp will be taught by local professional artists 
with a knack for working with teens.  Registration deadline is June 
15, with students accepted after then on a space available basis.   Two 
courses will be offered each week.   Courses are: “Bird in a Nest: Felt-
ing and Paper Clay” with JoAnn Kitchel,  “Playing with Metals for 
Ornaments and Jewelry” with Karen Mitchell, “Fun and Funky Mo-
saics and Stepping Stones” with Susanna Ries and “Fresh Air Draw-
ing and Painting” with Beth Cianci. Summer Art Camp is open to  
students going into grades 5-9 from all local schools.  The camp will 
run the weeks of June 28 and July 12, Monday through Thursday, 
from 10:00 to 12:30 pm at MMS..  The Art Camp is run by the Mil-
ford Middle School (MMS) Enrichment Program in partnership with 
Mont Vernon Artisans.  It is funded in part by the NH State Council 
on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.  Brochures are 
available at milfordschools.net/mms.  For more information, please 
contact Libby Anderson at 672-9876 or mmsenrich@charter.net or 
Nina Zotcavage at 673-7365 or jzotcavage@aol.com.

Students mixing mortar in Summer 2009 Art Camp

Wilkins School

Writing Festival Features Students’ Work

Kristin Leffler, senior at Souhegan 
High School in Amherst, was award-
ed a full scholarship as a Park Schol-
ar at the Park School of Communi-
cations at Ithaca College, NY. Ithaca 
College states; “The Park Scholar 
Program offers much more than a 
scholarship; it creates a dynamic 
learning community that develops 
future communications leaders who 
engage critically, act globally, and 
perform ethically. Through a mix-
ture of academic and service pro-
gramming, scholars are challenged 
to take action and give back to their 
communities, and to use the power 
of mass communication to make a 
positive impact on the world.” Kris-
tin is one of 14 Park Scholars who 
were chosen from over 400 na-
tional and international applicants. 
This merit-based scholarship is 
awarded to students with outstand-
ing academic records, strong com-
munication skills and a passion for 
community service. Kristin is the 
editor-in-chief of her high school 

newspaper and a high school jour-
nalist for the Sunday edition of the 
Nashua Telegraph. She is the leader 
of Souhegan High School’s Ethics 
Forum and one of the founders of 
the Youth Venture nonprofit group, 
“Birthday Wish”. Kristin Leffler is 
the daughter of Maryann Cocca-
Leffler and Eric Leffler of Amherst.

Kristin Leffler

Mike Facques with daughter Delaney

Gavin Harrold and Anna Simon reads to his mother, Mary Trombley.

Matt Colby reads to his sons, Tristan, Nolan and Reese.

Patrick and Kim Ahearn read their daughter Abigail’s book.

Monique Simoneau enjoyed  
reading friends’ books.

Amherst elementary students wrote more than 600 books which were 
on display in the Wilkins Gym at the week long Literacy Festival.  They 
represent a year’s worth of work and learning.

The impressive display of books exhibited in the Wilkins gym were or-
ganized by class.  There were autobiographies, short stories, adventure, 
poetry, research, picture, historical, animals, numbers, science, seasons, 
sports and books on Amherst.  There are alphabet poems - poems on the 
letters. The students do class books with descriptive writing and original 
artwork.  The younger students learn spelling, sentence structure, story-
telling and drawing.  With help from volunteers the books are typed and 
bound for display.

In the higher grades, the writing project includes lessons on punctua-
tion, grammar, dialogue, voice and paragraph construction.

The result is a showcase on literacy which is open to families and com-
munity.


