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Schools

D.A.R.E. Graduation at AMS
Amherst Orthodontics was proud sponsor of the Amherst 
Police Department

D.A.R.E Graduation held at the Amherst Middle School on 
Wednesday, May 26th.

D.A.R.E students received an Amherst Orthodontics “DARE To 
Be Cool” water bottle in celebration of their graduation. Amherst 
Officer James Brace is pictured above with Dr. Diane Shieh . As a 
supporter of local D.A.R.E programs, Amherst Orthodontics con-
tinues to promote healthy lifestyles for the youth of the area.

Amherst PTA Reflections Program National 
Award of  Excellence Winners Announced  

As National PTA® celebrates the 
40th anniversary of Reflections, the  
country’s longest running arts in 
education program, the association  
announced this week the 2010 Re-
flections award winners. The win-
ners  were chosen from more than 
500,000 submissions from students  
across the nation who participat-
ed in this year’s program, themed  
“Beauty is…” Each year the program 
provides opportunities for  students 
to receive recognition for their ar-
tistic efforts and  expressions. There 
are 3 “tiers” of awards given at the 
National level,  they are: 

1) Outstanding Interpretation 2) 
Award of Excellence and 3)  Award 
of Merit. The first award is “Out-
standing Interpretation”.  

There were 6 National winners of 
this award and they will be  recog-
nized at the National PTA Conven-
tion in Memphis, TN, receive a  cer-
tificate and medallion, and $800 for 

their entry. A special award of  $200 
will also be granted to each winner’s 
PTA. 

The second award or  “tier” is 
“Award of Excellence”. There were 
72 students who received  this 
award nationally. Of these 72 Na-
tional winners, Amherst’s very  own 
Evmorfia Alton, grade 2 and Emily 
Loose, grade 5 were winners!  Ev-
morfia won for her dance choreog-
raphy piece titled “Beauty is... The  
Love and Friendship of Sisters”, and 
Emily won for her literature piece  
titled “The Pearl”. They will each re-
ceive a certificate, a medallion, and  
$200!! Their work will also be on dis-
play in the virtual PTA Reflections  
gallery at http://www.ptareflections.
org/cs/2010_national_winners.  

 The third  award or “tier” is Award 
of Merit and these winners receive a  
certificate and medallion. Congrat-
ulations to Evmorfia and Emily!  The 
2010-2011 theme for the PTA Re-

flections program is “Together  We 
Can”. We are pleased to announce 
the new Reflections chairs for  next 

year: Gillian Smith and Melanie By-
ram.

Amherst Middle School Term 2 Honor Roll Correction
Two students from the Amherst Middle School were inadver-

tently left off the term 2 honor roll:
 

High Honors:   Stefan G. DeShazo, grade 7
Honors:   Dakota S. Hamele, grade 7

Camp Invention Returns to 
Amherst This Summer

Students in the News

The Camp Invention program re-
turns to Amherst this summer.  A 
week of daytime excitement, chil-
dren are immersed in imagina-
tive play that both reinforces and 
supplements school-year learning 
through inquiry-based activities 
in science, technology, engineer-
ing, math (STEM), as well as his-
tory and the arts.  America is cur-
rently facing a critical talent gap 
in these areas, known as the inter-
national “language” of innovation.  
The country’s economic and pro-
ductive future depends on how well 
we educate our children and youth. 
The Camp Invention program helps 
cultivate the ideas critical to STEM 
by encouraging exploration and cu-
riosity during everyday activities so 
children understand that science is 
everywhere – fostering “whole sys-
tem” thinkers.

The premier program of the non-
profit Invent Now Kids, the nation-
ally-acclaimed Camp Invention 
experience has been inspiring the 
minds of children nationwide for 
over 20 years.  Renowned for the 
opportunity it extends to elemen-
tary-aged children to explore the 
unknown, tinker with ideas, and 
satisfy an innate sense of curios-
ity, this unique program provides a 
safe, creative outlet for them to ex-
perience extended summer learning 
taught by familiar local educators.  
Each day of the program week, chil-
dren rotate through five integrated 
modules that require creative think-

ing to solve real-world challenges.   
Working together, children learn 
vital 21st century life skills such 
as problem solving and teamwork 
through hands-on activities dis-
guised in fun. 

Ensuring fresh, timely curricu-
la each year, the curriculum writ-
ers at Invent Now Kids have put 
together the INNOVATE program 
for returning host sites, where chil-
dren not only rebuild a virtual world 
and act as entrepreneurs as they es-
tablish a new marketplace in the 
Hatched™ module and explore alter-
native energy to power their robot-
ic creatures in the Power’d™ mod-
ule, but also explore the surprising 
mathematical connections between 
soap bubbles and lightening bolts in 
the SMArt: Science, Math & Art™ 
module.  Every Camp Invention pro-
gram features the I Can Invent III™ 
module, where younger children 
take apart discarded household ap-
pliances and create fantasy inven-
tions, while older children use the 
pieces and parts to build Rube Gold-
berg machines.  Also featured is the 
Global Games™ module, where chil-
dren explore ancient cultures and 
sports like lacrosse and soccer from 
civilizations around the world.

This summer, Amherst Middle 
School is hosting the Camp Inven-
tion INNOVATE program on June 
28 from 8:30am to 3:00pm.  To learn 
more about how to secure a spot in 
the program, visit www.campinven-
tion.org or call 800.968.4332.

Emily Loose Evmorfia Alton

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

24 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We’ve Teamed Up with Amherst Garden Center & Flower Shop toServe You Better!

He who has the most toys better 
have a great insurance agent.
Whatever your pride and joy, we help you protect it. As your independent agent, we 

understand what valuables may need a little extra protection. Whether it’s a new boat, 

a vintage car or an antique collection, we help you determine the best coverage. And 

we offer a wide range of policies to match your personal needs. After all, some toys are 

more valuable than others. Call 603.883.1587 and let us provide you with 

a free quote and answer any questions. 

AUTO

HOME

FLOOD

IDENTITY THEFT PROTECTION

VALUABLE ITEMS

Peter Camello

Email: nashua@foyinsurance.com
Web site: www.foyinsurance.com

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

ONGOING REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 YEAR
Before and after school enrichment for your kindergartner.

“Free play is thinking time for young children”
11 Church Street,  Amherst, NH 03031  

672-3168
Non-Profit www.preschoolinthevillage.org Licensed Plus

Preschool programs for 
your 3 and 4 year olds

An extra year of learning 
for your 5 year old

www.thetownplier.com

A-2-Z POOL SERVICE

Pool Opening Specials Available

603-673-4886
Don Senecal Mont Vernon, NH

Above and
Inground Liner 
Replacements

All Major and 
Minor Repairs 

Done

Twila McInnis Awarded  
Master’s Degree from Harvard 
Kennedy School 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Twila 
McInnis of Amherst graduated May 
27 from the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard Univer-
sity with a Master’s in Public Ad-
ministration (MPA).  McInnis, who 
participated in the Harvard Kenne-
dy School Woman and Public Policy 
Program’s “From Harvard Square to 
the Oval Office” program, gradu-
ated with a concentration in health 
policy.

“I take great pride in knowing that 
the graduating class of 2010 will em-
body and carry forth the Kennedy 
School mission of public service in 
its many forms,” said Harvard Ken-
nedy School Dean David T. Ellwood. 
“They are the imaginative, skillful, 
and principled leaders the world 
needs at this crucial time.”

University of  Connecticut 
Spring 2010 Graduates 

Whitney Marie Hollands of Am-
herst received a doctor of pharmacy 
degree from University of  Connect-
icut at the Spring 2010 commence-
ment.
Bucknell Announces Dean’s 
List

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell 
University has released the dean’s list 
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the spring semester of 
the 2009-10 academic year. A stu-
dent must earn a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0 
to receive dean’s list recognition.  
David E. Brundage, Amherst, son of 
Robert and Kathy Brundage of Am-
herst and a 2009 graduate of Souhe-
gan H S, Amherst has met this stan-
dard.

Advertisers:  Get into our big June 22nd issue! Call 672-9444

Going Public

“Debunking Myths”
Peggy Silva

Dean of faculty, Souhegan high School

I recently received two emails from Souhegan grads. Stephanie Al-
len (’99) reports that, “My education in high school prepared me to be 
a better student in college, then in graduate school, and allowed me 
to be successful in both traditional and non-traditional settings.  Fur-
thermore, my experience there also laid the foundation of my profes-
sional success. So, what is the key to being a successful student and 
professional that I got from Souhegan? It wasn’t teaching me how to 
regurgitate facts, as some schools do, it was teaching me how to learn 
anything I needed to know.

Allison Farrington, (’05) expressed her gratitude for the adults who 
made her high school career special. She connects the dots between 
her high school preparation and her current experiences. She says, “I 
will always be grateful and remember that the people that I walked 
past each day had something to do with the person I have become to-
day.” 

These emails are in contrast to some of the myths we encountered 
at our recent 8th grade Parent Night. One parent asked about the re-
ported freedoms of young students. The fact is that our 9th and 10th 
grade students’ day is fully subscribed. They have no free periods. They 
have 25 minutes for lunch. They may not leave campus until the 11th 
grade, and then only if they have earned off-campus privileges. When 
students talk about freedom, they mean that they can go to the bath-
room without a hall pass; they can sit wherever they want in the caf-
eteria; they can use the hallway outside their classrooms when work-
ing on a class project. Kids often mistake a relaxed environment for a 
free environment.

Another parent questioned our work with “immature kids, not the 
high achievers.” Our teachers have a teaching ratio of 1:80, and each 
serves as a daily advisor to a small group. We have one learning spe-
cialist on each team at grades 9 and 10. Our work is highly personal-
ized and aimed at helping students learn the skills of self-advocacy. 
We send more than 85% of our students to college, which speaks to a 
curriculum that does not exclude late-bloomers. 

A question we are asked revolves around the fact that students call 
us by our first names. We are a respectful and collegial community, 
and we do not find anything innately disrespectful in this custom. I 
once told a former advisee that I was so disappointed with his actions 
that he could no longer call me by my first name. Two years later he 
told me that he had had turned his life around and would soon gradu-
ate, but he wanted to earn my respect again, and wanted to be able to 
call me by name before he graduated. I love this incident because it 
addresses the concept of respect from a student’s perspective. I am an-
cient, yet I feel respected by my 9th grade advisees. Calling me by my 
first name does not characterize my relationship with them as adult 
guide and mentor. 

Souhegan has an 18-year record of being a highly respected second-
ary school. Our students earn acceptance to our country’s best col-
leges and universities. Our accrediting organization endorses us. Our 
faculty members are asked to address national audiences. We host 
scores of professional visitors each year, eager to learn from our ex-
periences. Our students contribute tens of thousands of hours to our 
communities each year. Our students’ accomplishments are vast. 

One parent encouraged me to write a column debunking the myths 
about Souhegan. I am happy to do so. As Steph Allen writes, “Teach-
ing students how to be effective and life-long learners is something 
that is ingrained in every part of the Souhegan experience, the value of 
which is immeasurable, and can be used continually. It is the gift that 
keeps on giving. It allows graduates to be successful even in the face 
of the unfamiliar. I am happy to be doing what I can to pay that gift 
forward in my work, but wanted to pause and say thank you to those 
who gave it to me.” 


