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BY KATRINA HOLMAN
MANCHESTER – The Derry-

field School has been a tennis pow-
erhouse for more than a decade, and 
the teams proved themselves again 
this year. The girls tennis team won 
the NH state championship in Class 
M/S for the third year in a row, 
and the boys, defending champi-
ons, made it to the semifinals. Both 
teams had lowered expectations, 
having graduated so many top play-
ers last year, but students from Am-
herst were key to their continued 
success.
Girls Tennis

The Cougar girls, with a 15-1 reg-
ular season record, won the title 
playing against undefeated Berlin, a 
team they had not faced during the 
regular season. Junior Rachel Moss 
of Amherst jumped up the ladder 
into the top six this year. Although 
No. 6 on the team, she played No. 5 
for half the season, and even at No. 
2 singles once, due to teammates’ 
injuries. She won all her matches in 
Class M/S until the hard-fought 6-
8 loss in the championship. Rachel 
was selected to Granite State Class 
S All-Conference Tennis team, 
along with the co-captains, senior 
Emily Mastrogiacomo of Bedford 
who played No. 2, and junior Ais-
linn Smith of Henniker, No. 1. Ais-
linn was named Player of the Year 
in this class.
Boys Tennis

Team captain Henry Morgan of 
Amherst, a junior, had another stel-
lar season, leading the Derryfield 
team at Number 1 singles and dou-
bles. He was undefeated in Class M/
S, losing only once to a player from 
Chelmsford, Mass. when the team 
played outside their league. “Henry 
has been the dominant player in the 
division this year, losing [merely] 
three games in M/S singles compe-
tition,” said long-time team coach 
Bruce Berk. (In tennis there are at 
least 8 games per match.)

Junior Spencer David of Amherst 
earned a starting position in the 
Derryfield line-up this year, playing 
No. 5 singles and No. 2 doubles. He 
compiled a 7-6 record in singles and 
doubles during the course of the 
season. “A quick learner, Spencer 
distinguished himself by his steady 
play, a dominate serve and an in-
creasingly effective net game,” said 
Coach Berk. 

Spencer had joined the JV team 
as a freshman, never having played 
before. He made the varsity squad 
the following year but played most-
ly “exhibition” (non-scoring) match-
es, so this year was a much different 
experience. He really liked that all 

his matches counted for the team, 
but at the beginning of the season, 
he enjoyed his doubles matches 
more than singles, partly because 
his partner was a good friend and 
partly because there was less pres-
sure since the team had usually al-
ready secured a victory by then. As 
the season progressed, he liked sin-
gles more and more for the greater 
action. “The semi-final was the lon-
gest match I ever played – all points 
were really long rallies,” said Spen-
cer. “My opponent and I were equal-
ly matched and even though I didn’t 
win, that was the best tennis I ever 
played.” 

In the semi-final, the third-seed 
Derryfield boys battled second-seed 
Gilford, a team they had bested in 
the regular season. The Cougars 
started strong in the singles match-
es as Henry Morgan in the No. 1 slot 
won his match 8-0 and Anuj Vada-
lia of Manchester in No. 2 won 8-1. 
Henry and Anuj were impressive 
again at No. 1 doubles, winning 8-0. 
But it was not Derryfield’s day. Gil-
ford pulled off an upset victory of 6-
3 and went on to win the title.

Henry and Anuj are scheduled to 
play in the State tournament of all 
classes on Saturday, June 5 that will 
determine individual champions 
for each category. Henry is seeded 
fourth among all New Hampshire 
high schoolers in singles and dou-
bles.  Henry and Anuj were selected 
to Granite State Class S All-Confer-
ence Tennis team, and Henry, who 

was the 2009 Player of the Year, got 
the same honor for 2010. Henry 
plays tennis year round in US Ten-

nis Association weekend tourna-
ments.

SaberScoreboard
Boys Tennis Scores
Souhegan High School defeated Portsmouth High School  5-4

Souhegan High School final season record is 8-6 
This was our last match of the regular season. 

Singles:
#1) Sam Protzmann (SHS) defeated Eric Levenson (P)      8-3
#2) Mike Banister (P) defeated Nishon Radhakrishnan (SHS)    8-5
#3) JT Pearson (P) defeated Nick Poulack (SHS)    8-3
#4) Aron Esposito (P) defeated Nate Redington (SHS)  8-6
#5) Liam Murphy (SHS)  defeated Tony Pacivlli (P) 9-8 (7-3) 
#6) Matt Protzmann (SHS)  defeated Bret Donnermeyer (P) 8-3
Doubles:
#1) Sam Protzmann/Nishon Radhakrishnan (SHS) defeated Banister/Pear-
son (P)  8-4
#2) Nick Poulack/Nate Redington (SHS) defeated Levenson/McCarthy (P)    
9-7
#3) Esposito/Pacivlli (P) L defeated  Liam Murphy/Matt Protzmann (SHS)  
8-6

Oyster River High School defeated Souhegan High School   7-2 
Souhegan record:  7-6
Next match was home with Portsmouth High School:  5/17/10.

Singles:
#1)Tony Limauro (OR) defeated  Sam Protzmann (SHS)   8-5
#2) Nishon Radhakrishnan (SHS) defeated KC Bornkessel (OR)    8-2
#3) Nate Droysheth (OR) defeated Nick Poulack (SHS)    8-5
#4) Andy Southworth (OR) defeated Nate Redington (SHS) 8-2
#5) Zack Louis (OR)  defeated Liam Murphy (SHS) 8-2
#6) Matt Protzmann (SHS) defeated Paraj Patel (OR)   8-3
Doubles:
#1) Limauro/Droysheth (OR) defeated S Protzmann/Radhakrishnan 
(SHS)   8-4
#2) Bornkessel/Southworth (OR)  defeated Nick Poulack/Nate Reding-
ton (SHS)   8-6
#3) Ramos/ Davies OR) defeated Liam Murphy/Matt Protzmann (SHS)   8-6

Souhegan High School defeated ConVal High School  7-2
Souhegan High School record is now 7-5 
Next match was at Oyster River High School on  5/12/10.

Singles:
#1) William Vailancourt (CV) defeated Sam Protzmann (SHS)    8-6
#2) Nishon Radhakrishnan (SHS) defeated Cam Walton (CV)  8-2
#3) Nick Poulack (SHS) defeated Jason Garland (CV)  8-3
#4) Greg Lefco (CV) defeated Nate Redington (SHS)  8-2
#5) Liam Murphy (SHS)  defeated Danny Kashuline (CV) 8-3 
#6) Matt Protzmann (SHS)  defeated Parker Wheeler (CV) 8-2
Doubles:
#1) Sam Protzmann/Nishon Radhakrishnan (SHS) defeated Vailancourt/Wal-
ton (CV)  8-1
#2) Nick Poulack/Nate Redington (SHS) defeated Kashuline/Garland (CV)    
8-0
#3) Liam Murphy/Matt Protzmann (SHS) defeated  Stinson/Singleton (CV)   

8-0

SHS Girls Tennis Results 
5/12/10 vs Oyster River

The girls team of Souhegan High School won 5-4 over Oyster River High 
School in a home match at Jasper Valley Swim Club. The match was tied 4-4 
when the team of Caroline Hagen and Maura Belanger upset the two ladies 
who had beaten them in the singles matches with a solid victory in the last 
and victory determining match. A lot of pressure but no problem for the # 
3 doubles team! 
Individual results were as follows:
Singles:
1- Emily Readdy (S) defeated Izzy Gorham 8-0
2- Alex Silva (S) defeated Kalles Jackson 8-1
3- Emily Parrett (S) defeated Sara Usher 8-3
4- Alex Sasnowski (OR) defetated Mia Ommundsen 8-3
5- Marcella Hopkins (OR) defeated Caroline Hagen 9-7 
6- Macky Leander (OR) defeated Maura Belanger 8-2
Doubles:
1- Readdy and Silva (S) defeated  Gorham and Jackson 8-2 
2- Usher and Sasnowsky (OR) defeated Parrett and Ommundsen 9-7
3- Hagen and Belanger (S) defeated Hopkins and Leander 8-3

The team record is now 8-5 and plays its last match Monday @ Class I 
leader Portsmouth. 

The team welcomed back past Captains Jaclyn McKenney and Brooke 
Demarest, who watched the match after returning from college.

New Hampshire Class M/S tennis champions: The Derryfield School girls, including Aislinn Smith, varsity No. 1 in 
middle of back row holding plaque, and No. 6 Rachel Moss of Amherst kneeling far right, with Coach Gus Moral.

Henry Morgan of Amherst, The Derryfield School’s varsity No. 1 and player 
of the year

The Derryfield School’s Tennis Champions

Bottom Row:  Rebecca Hall (Amherst), McKenna Hopp (Amherst), Jessica 
Lapsley (Amherst), Bree Johnson, and Maggie Tule; Top Row:  Coach Amy 
Sparks (Amherst), Maura Rapposelli, Alana Barretto (Amherst), Hannah 
Smith, Rachel Mack, Emma Polgrean, Megan Scannell and Anna Sparks 
(Amherst); Missing from photo:  Emma Rockstrom (Amherst)

Congratulations to the Granite 
FC Girls U12 team for winning the 
John Smith Tournament over Me-
morial Day.  The team won behind 
strong goal keeping from Rebecca 
Hall and Hannah Smith and did not 

concede a goal in all 4 games.  The 
offense outscored their opponents 
10 – 0 and was led by Rachel Mack, 
who notched her first hat trick.  

The John Smith Elite Memorial 
Day Tournament is held in Devens 
Ma. on the grounds of the former 
military base.  Each year the tourna-
ment attracts high level teams from 
all over New England.  The Granite 
FC Boys U16 team competed in the 
John Smith United Memorial Day 
Tournament.  The boys tied their 
first game 4- 4 against Chauncy FC. 
Then went on to win the next three 

games 7-0, 6-0 and a 2-1 in a re-
match thriller against Chauncy FC 
in the finals.

Granite Football Club’s Boys U16 
Team features a number of young 
local talented high school players.  
From Souhegan High School Josh 
Norton and Neil O’Rourke of Am-
herst and Alfredo Chiappini from 
Mont Vernon.

Front center: John Rutledge; Front row left to right: Ryan Clark, Nick Smart, 
Jeffrey Degrenier, Wesley Walker, Head Coach Chris Ralphs, Neil O’Rourke, 
Aran Devereux; Back Row left to right: Assistant Coach Reggie Walker, Josh 
Behler, Matthew Kulch, Everett Simon, Robert Ross, Richard Moore, Alfredo 
Chiappini, Steven Tallarico; Missing from photo: Josh Norton

Softball Earns Four All-Conference Nods; Rizzi 
Named to Second Team All-Region

Rivals U-16 State Champs

Granite FC Teams Win at John Smith Memorial Day Tournament

WASHINGTON- Four members 
of the Catholic University softball 
team were named All-Conference 
selections, the Landmark Confer-
ence announced this week. Sopho-
more Megan Rizzi of Mont Vernon 
earned First Team accolades. Rizzi 
also picked up Second Team All-At-
lantic Region honors for her oust-
anding contributions this season.

After being named Rookie of the 
Year in her freshman campaign, 

Megan Rizzi finished the year as 
a First Team All-Landmark and 
NFCA Second-Team All-Atlantic 
Region honoree for her work at the 
shortstop position. Rizzi managed a 
batting average of .423 while start-
ing in every game for the Cardinals. 
She amassed a team-high of 47 hits, 
14 doubles, 7 triples, three homers, 
and 42 RBIs this year, and had a .925 
fielding percentage.

Devin Gilligan (Souhegan) scored 
17 points (8 rebounds) and Ryan 
Gauthier (Nashua North) added 
14 points (5 steals) to lead the New 
Hampshire Rivals AAU basket-
ball team to the U-16 state cham-
pionship.  The Rivals based out of 
Plaistow, NH defeated Bishop Elite 
(Manchester, NH) 61-49 in the 
championship game.  Chris Light 
(Pinkerton) led the Bishop Elite team 
with 11 points. The Rivals breezed 

through the preliminary round of 
the tournament with a margin of 
victory of 50 points per game.  They 
advanced to the championship with 
a semi-finals victory over the New 
Hampshire Fastbreak (Derry, NH) 
78-48.  Other standouts for the Ri-
vals during the tournament were 
Javon Williams (Nashua North), 
Tim Laroche (Exeter) who had four 
dunks in one preliminary game and 
Brad Holler (Exeter). 

Thank You!
18th Annual Memorial 
Day Soccer Tourney

Amherst Soccer Club’s 18th Annual Memorial Day Soccer Tourney –The ASC 
wishes to express our gratitude to the Town of Amherst, the Town Recreation 
Department, Police Department, MCAA, Dwayne Andreason, DDA Trucking 
and all of our wonderful volunteers for their support and work during our 

annual soccer tournament.  This is our club’s largest fundraiser and wouldn’t 
be possible without the people and organizations  named above and so many 
others that work tirelessly behind the scenes.  With over 260 teams coming 
from all over New England  this was our most successful tournament ever.  

For more information regarding our club please visit our website at 
www.amherstsoccerclub.com 

 – Board of Directors, ASC

Sports News


