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Summer Fun
Nashua Public Library’s Bach’s 
Lunch Concert Series begins 
July 21 with Frederick Moyer.

special second section: Graduation, academic and sports awards, July 4th and much more...

B R I E F S

AMHERST REPUBLICANS 
Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, July 3, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

Our guest speaker will be gubernatorial candi-
date Karen Testerman.  Read more about Karen 
at www.karentesterman.net. For more informa-
tion please visit www.amherstrepublicans.org 

Annual Father Son Canoe Trip 
The annual Amherst Father/Son canoe trip on 

the Saco River is scheduled for June 24th, 25th, 
and 26th (Thursday morning through Saturday af-
ternoon) 3 days and 2 nights of outdoor fun!  This 
camping and canoe trip is open to all age sons 
from Amherst or Mont Vernon. (Typically 7-15 
yrs.)  No canoeing experience is needed, rentals 
available. For more information call Jonathan Du-
bois 673-6365 or email: afscanoe@gmail.com.

Newcomers Club July Meeting
The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club will be 

hosting a coffee/tea on Thursday, July 8th from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Cassidy’s Grill. Please join 
us if you are new to the area, and would like to 
learn more about our group, or not so new and 
looking for new, exciting things to do. For more 
information, please call Helen J Uurtamo at 672-
6122 or Gail Beers 673-9544 or visit our web-
site: www.nhnewcomers.com
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July 3rd & 4th
•  Fireworks & Band Concert
•  Parade - Art Show 
•  Booths on the Common

Schools
Third Grade History Week was capped off 
by a picnic on the common, colonial crafts 
and games.

Historic Mansion Tour 
Planned for 250th

New Amherst Fire Chief 
Starts July 19

Summer Concert Series on the Common
AMHERST – Join us for 

live music on the Amherst 
Village  Common!  The Am-
herst Recreation Depart-
ment is happy to announce 
that it will sponsor a mini 
concert series this summer.  
Each of these concerts will 
begin at 6:30pm and you are 
invited to come early, bring 
a picnic supper, chairs or a 
blanket, find the best spot 
to dine, and settle in to be 
entertained.  In the event of 
rain, an alternate location 
for the concert will be post-
ed on the Amherst Recre-
ation website the day of the 
concert.
Wednesday, July 21st - 
BeatleTracks.

BeatleTracks, a Beatles 
Tribute band from Mas-
sachusetts, is committed 
to recreating and perform-
ing the authentic sounding 
music of the Beatles live in 

concert; and performing se-
lected songs from the Bea-
tles individual solo careers.  
BeatleTracks songs range 
from beautiful ballads to the 
raucous rock and roll span-
ning from the Cavern Days 
right up to the Let it Be al-
bum era. 

Formed in 2002, Beatle-
Tracks was drawn together 
by their mutual love of the 
Beatles music and the desire 
to keep alive the sounds that 
brought them so much joy. 
Today, the line up includes 
Ken Sandler on vocals and 
rhythm guitar; Bill Betz on 
drums; John Haberströh on 
bass, vocals and trivia; Brian 
Pike (George) on lead guitar, 
vocals and harmonica; Car-
oline Killoh, on keyboards 
and vocals; and Vince 
Cavaseno on vocals, percus-
sion and harmonica.  Band 
members are true “Beatle 
artists” having played and 

sung these songs most of 
their lives. 

BeatleTracks has played at 
a variety of venues, includ-
ing the 6th annual George 

Harrison Tribute held at 
White’s of Westport, MA; 
The Paul Green School of 

Questions But No Answers

Going Public

“My Own Souhegan 
Graduation”

Peggy Silva
DeAN oF FACuLty, SouHeGAN HiGH SCHooL

I have purged my files and schlepped home my books, 
but how do I leave Souhegan High School? I am afraid 
that the Fire Department will have to summon the Jaws 
of Life to get me out the door. My head knows it is time, 
but my heart is heavy as I prepare to graduate from 
Souhegan this June.

An old college poster urged us to bloom where we were 
planted.  I know that the rich and fertile soil of Souhegan 
High School transformed my life as it helped nourish me 
to bloom. Although I am definitely of retirement age, the 
age I actually most identify with is 18—the number of 
years I have been here. I feel as our seniors feel, sad about 
leaving friends and trying to figure out the future. I also 
realize that if I am 18 years old, so too is Souhegan. I am 
both the 18 year old leaving and the proud parent step-
ping aside. I have a kaleidoscope of memories. 

I remember the night that the board selected Bob 
Mackin as our founding principal. Superintendent Rick 
Lalley drove me home and we were in awe of the extraor-
dinary experience of choosing the leader who would 
guide us through creating the ideal teaching and learn-
ing environment for our communities. 

I smile at the memory of Owen Davies (’96) asking me 
to be his senior project mentor, unless he chose an intel-
lectual topic, in which case he would ask Nancy Baker to 
mentor him. Of course. 

There was an infamous day when the school was evac-
uated and the state bomb squad arrived from Concord.
The suspicious package that caused alarm turned out to 
be a prop from my 9th graders’ projects. 

I see so many students in my kaleidoscope--Bobby 
Gray’s Senior Project on TS Eliot, Nate Atkinson in Cab-
aret, Sarah Van Wyck singing the Star Spangled Banner. 
Current senior Josh Hey is in my kaleidoscope, also, with 
his wonderful video on Souhegan’s history. 

I have hundreds of memories of the power of being on 
a team, and the wonder of teaching 9th graders. It is a 
hallmark of Souhegan teachers that the kids we remem-
ber the most are the kids who needed us as adult guides.

I remember everyone who taught or mentored my 
daughter Kerry during her four years, enriching our 
dinner table with stories of her learning. In her senior 
year, Kerry was invited to co-teach a class for students 
at-risk with Gigi Klipa, one of Souhegan’s founding fac-
ulty members, and soon to be my replacement as Dean 
of Faculty. 

Freshman Bobby Gates (’96) invited weatherman Al 
Kapralian onto our team to talk about weather, and I 
think the entire school cut class to meet Al. Tom Sawyer, 
Vince Tom and I brought a llama onto our mini-team. 
The llama became a Pied Piper as he came off the eleva-
tor and led the entire second floor to our classroom.

I remember being the first reader of over 1300 appli-
cants for initial teaching positions, and I can still feel my 
heart exploding when Bob Mackin told me that he was 
hiring me.  

My mantra is that things either work out well or they 
make a good story, and I have 18 years of both being true. 
My life has been governed by four core principles—al-
truism, community, laughter, and friendship. I have been 
phenomenally lucky to work in a community that hon-
ored those values as cornerstones of our school. I was 
not the brightest or the most talented of the 55 faculty 
members assembled in a circle in August of 1992, but I 
shared the fervent belief that people who cared deeply 
could make a difference in the lives of adolescents. We 
continue to bloom where we are planted, and I am ex-
traordinarily proud to have spent 18 years blooming in 
this most amazing garden. 

AMHERST - To celebrate 
Amherst’s 250th anniver-
sary, the Amherst Histori-
cal Society will be giving 
guided tours of three of the 
town’s historic “mansion 
houses.” The tours will take 

place on Sunday, September 
26. The three houses are the 
Nathan Kendall Jr. mansion 
(1791) at 6 Mack Hill Road; 
the Col. Robert Means man-

by Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST - The Souhe-
gan Cooperative School 
Board took a beating from 
a standing room only crowd 
at their regular meeting of 
June 17.  

During public time re-
served to discuss the in-
clusion of photos of Souhe-
gan High School students, 
Quinn Glover and William 
Marks in the class of 2010 
yearbook, concerned citi-
zen voiced their outrage 
with the decision.  Glover 
and Marks are two of the 
four suspects connected to 
the Mont Vernon murder of 
Kimberly Cates.

Chairman Stephen 
Coughlan announced that 
the Souhegan principal Jim 

Bosman would be passing 
out black out stickers to stu-
dents requesting them.  He 
also said that no malicious 
intent was ever intended 
and that he and the board 
regret and apologize for the 
pain brought to the com-
munity.

The sticker fix did not set 
well with those in atten-
dance.

Over 25 people signed up 
to speak at the meeting.  First 
at the microphone was Greg 
Earley.  Mr. Earley called for 
the resignation of Superin-
tendent Mary Jennings and 
all people who were respon-
sible for the yearbook deci-
sion.  He asked why the stu-
dents weren’t expelled.

AMHERST – On June 
14th the Amherst Board 
of Selectmen unanimous-
ly voted to appoint Mark 
Boynton of Swanzey, NH as 
the town’s new Fire Chief.  
Mark will be replacing 
Richard Todd who retired 
as chief on March 31st this 
year.   Chief Boynton will 
begin his new job in Am-
herst on July 19th.    

The process to hire a new 
chief began in late March 
and a total of 48 candidates 
were considered for the po-
sition.  Following resume 
reviews, the top candidates 
were reviewed by a profes-
sional panel which recom-
mended Chief Boynton for 

an interview by the Board 
of Selectmen.  

Mark is currently a Dep-
uty Chief and second in 

The Many Faces of the Class of 2010

The Colonel Robert Means House on Pierce Lane.
BeatleTracks will perform selected tracks from the Beatles.

Mark Boynton
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The smiling faces of the Souhegan Cooperative High School Class of 2010 graduates.           AMHeRST CiTizeN AND Bill DOD PHOTOS
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