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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., July 22, 2010

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Thursday, July 15

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com

the Amherst Citizen
schedule of issues

© 2010 The Amherst Citizen.  All rights reserved.

Letters To the editor:

 Cliff Ann Wales Jim Wales 
	 Publisher	&	Editor	 Advertising	&	Production
Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
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AMHERST	 CITIZEN
The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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April 13
April 27
May 11
May 25
June 8
June 22
July �� (chg.)
August 31

September 14
September  28
October 12
October 26
November 9
November 23
December 7
December 21

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday  7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Fire Department 1st Monday  7:00 p.m.
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday  7:30 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed.   7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo.  7:00 p.m.
Rescue Squad 1st & 3rd Wed.  7:30 p.m.
Selectmen Mondays  7:00 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday  7:30 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Souhegan Reg. Landfill 1st Thursday  7:30 p.m.
     
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main Street. 
Fire Department meets at the Central Station, 177 Amherst Street 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Rescue Squad at the Rescue Bay, 175 Amherst Street. 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road 
Contact the Landfill District at 424-4128 to confirm the meeting place and 
time.
*The meetings are open to the public.

Voters Should Evict School Board 
Members
To the editor:

 The attitude of the Souhegan school board about including murderers’ 
pictures in the yearbook is just a symptom of the root issue, which is the 
philosophy the high school adopted when it opened its doors. It is a very lib-
eral, academic ideology, imported from the Coalition of Essential Schools 
in Oakland, California, which does not fit well with New Hampshire’s cul-
ture of common-sense standards. When I moved to Amherst twelve years 
ago, I remember reading a letter to the editor from a former board member 
who was making excuses for the school’s relatively low academic standards 
by describing it as a “complex social institution.”  This kind of relativism has 
pervaded the school board’s thinking and is being exposed once again--this 
time by a scandal. This incident calls for a reevaluation of the nice-sounding 
philosophy that has sadly become a sort of religion among those who have 
had a grip on the high school. I understand there is a petition circulating 
to force the superintendent to resign. It’s a good idea, but it won’t solve the 
root problem. In the coming elections, the voters should evict those school 
board members who are sacrificing standards to their personal ideology, 
and replace them with people whose feet are firmly planted on the ground.

Bill Veillette
Amherst

“I have decided to retire.”
 

To the editor:
 
After serving for seven terms (14 years) in the New Hampshire House of 

Representatives, I have decided to retire.  I have enjoyed representing the 
towns of Amherst, Milford and Bedford during the course of my service 
which began in 1996.  

Crafting good public policy for the citizens of New Hampshire has been 
important work, and I am grateful to have been a part of the process.   I 
would like to thank all of my supporters and wish the very best to all of my 
constituents and fellow legislators.

Sincerely,
Peter Bergin
New Hampshire State Representative
Hillsborough District 6

 

Hooray! We stopped the Milford 
District Court from closing. OK, but 
at what cost.

 

To the editor:
Last year the Judicial Branch decided as a cost savings to close the Mil-

ford District Court and transfer the court function to the newly construct-
ed, large and efficient courthouse in Merrimack. This would require the 
citizens and police in the towns of Amherst, Milford, Mont Vernon, Lyn-
deborough, Wilton, Mason and Brookline to travel to the court in Mer-
rimack located near Baboosic Lake Road and Route 3A – over a half hour 
drive for some of the communities. Also included in the economy move 
was the closing of district courts in the communities of Claremont, Cole-
brook and Keene.

The consolidation of district court districts has been a long term policy 
for the judicial branch. The Judicial Branch has decided to construct large 
efficient buildings, that have every conceivable courthouse amenity facility 
requirement and serve a larger population area. Ignored is the traditional 
that goes back to the 19th century that the Municipal and District courts 
were the peoples court; the courts closest to the citizens. True, the court 
houses in towns were small and did not provide the desired court house 
amenities; some borrowed space in the town hall. When I served as a judge 
in Wilton the court met in the selectmen’s room, heated in the winter by a 
wood stove. True facilities were lacking, but the court was part of the com-
munity, and the court functioned for the citizens, often open on Saturdays 
and evenings for the convenience of the citizens.

So now we are allowed to keep the Milford Court open, but only if the 
towns pay much of the cost. Starting in July, the seven local communi-
ties serviced by the Milford District court must pay the non-personnel and 
rental costs totaling $97,680.20 a year. The rent for the building is almost 
$80,000 a year. With the towns paying the costs, the Judicial Branch saves 
money in that the building is on a long term lease that is still in effect that 
they are obligated to finance. Had the court been moved the state would 
be obligated to pay the rent for an empty building until the end of the lease 
term; now we must pay. Here are the costs apportioned to the towns: Am-
herst: $30,573.90, Milford: $36,141.87, Brookline: $11,330.90, Lyndebor-
ough: $1,562.88, Mason: $2,051.28, Mont Vernon: $4981.69, and Wilton: 
11,037.86.

So how do we save our local courts? First, we can offer legislation to stop 
the District Court relocation to Merrimack. Second, we can pass legislation 
that gives the towns the court fine money to offset the cost; currently all 
fine money goes to the state.

Last, there may be two Constitution violations. First, the courts are a 
state responsibility; it may be discrimination to have some towns bear the 
costs of courts and the state pay for others. Second, there is a provision 
in our constitution that states that if the state mandates a program to the 
communities, the state must bear the mandated costs.

If I was a selectman in the communities served by the Milford District 
Court, My answer would be not to pay and to take the position that the law 
is unconstitutional. After all the towns have passed budgets in March and 
this cost was not included.

 
Your representative,
Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

 

Re: More Lessons to Learn
To the editor:

Had Dr. Jennings, the Superintendent of Schools, provided good lead-
ership, the Souhegan HS yearbook controversy would have been avoided.  
But she did not.  She noted in The Amherst Citizen, June 8-21 2010 that her 
comments were “…Filtered in news stories and TV sound bites.”  I beg to 
differ.  She postures herself in a manner that places blame principally on 
the school district.  It’s funny how that changed from what she said during 
a WBZ interview.  At that time through the use of “we” she included herself 
in the decision making process.  In the final analysis, she is principally to 
blame notwithstanding those who favored inclusion of the photographs. 

It is easy to stand behind the rule of law, tradition, or policy; that is the 
hallmark of a follower.  It takes a leader to say a charted course is in error, 
to say a course is unacceptable irrespective of those who think otherwise 
- and then stand by the decision.  What we have seen is folly masked by 
gratuitous words… “Clearly we did not anticipate the level of upset nor the 
ability of the press to add to it.”  The issue was not finding an acceptable 
“upset” level; the issue was making the right decision and to do that only 
the Cates family need be consulted.  Had Dr. Jennings assumed her role 
and decided against publication, the Cates family would not have suffered 
anguish upon anguish.  Contrary to Dr. Jennings, the press has no need to 
add to the eloquence of her poor performance; it speaks for itself all too 
well …”We should include various points of view when deciding what to 
communicate about…moving on from there….,” sends the message this is 
much ado about nothing.

The callousness demonstrated by Dr. Jennings and most certainly the 
Souhegan School Board reveal a lack of good judgment and a profound in-
sensitivity for the people most deserving.  Nothing said can undo it nor will 
it be forgotten.    Suggestions she step down are not merely with merit, her 
continued retention can serve only as an embarrassment.

 

Joseph Conrad
Mont Vernon

Amherst History Week 
To the editor:

During the week of June 7-11, history came alive for the third grade class-
es of Amherst. The children learned the history of Amherst and gained a 
better appreciation for the town they live in. This year was even more im-
portant, knowing that this is Amherst’s 250th Anniversary.

 We would like to thank all of the people who helped make this such a 
fantastic learning experience for our classes. A special thank you to Mrs. 
Keyser and Mrs. Ahearn who organized the events for the week. Part of 
what makes Amherst such a wonderful place to live is the people that give 
of themselves for others. We greatly appreciate the time and effort that the 
community gave to the third grade classes during our Amherst History 
Week.

Some of the children have been working on poems titled “Amherst Is”. 
The following are some excerpts from these poems.
  “Amherst is sledding on Bragdon Hill in the winter. Zoom!Zoom!”
  “Amherst is the boom and crackle of fireworks on the 4th of July.”
  “Amherst is picking red, juicy apples in the fall.”
  “Amherst is a peaceful town with places I didn’t know were there.”
  “Amherst is tapping trees for sweet maple sugar.”
  “Amherst sounds like the church bell ringing on the hour.”
  “Amherst is my happy place.”
  “One thing about Amherst is it is a great place for children”.

We couldn’t agree more! Thank you Amherst!

The third graders and their teachers, 
Mrs. Giarrusso, Mrs. Ireland,  
Mrs. Kellndorfer, Mrs. Mellinger,  
Mrs. Paquette, Mrs. Piotrowski,  
Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. Rondo

Black Forest Conversation
To the editor:

I was having a coffee recently at the Black Forest with a young Democratic 
Party organizer who was enthusiastically extolling the qualities of President 
Obama. This apparently aggravated an older women at the next table. She 
came over and said, “ You know , of course, that Obama is a congenital liar” 
then rapidly exited the premises.

This event was too quick for me to satisfy my curiosity. How had the 
woman reached this conclusion? Had she calmly observed the actions of 
the President in office? Perhaps she was simply parroting the statements 
of Glenn Beck or Rush Limbaugh who are paid large amounts of money to 
continually attack Mr. Obama. Or was she frightened by the statement of 
the leader of the Republican Party in Washington, John Boehner, when he 
said that health care reform would result in Armageddon.

The choice of the word congenital also fascinates me. Did she mean the 
Webster’s definition of “from birth”  or “in the subject’s nature” or both 
meanings as used by the above–mentioned pundits.

I hope she was not just a fan of Karl Rove who discovered that you can 
win elections by falsely attacking the character strengths of an opponent 
rather than his weaknesses, re: Bush versus McCain. You know, of course, 
that Senator McCain did not really father a black child out of wedlock while 
traveling in the South.

Jack Conaway
Amherst

What Happened to Consideration, 
Caring and Common Sense
To the editor:

As I literally sit here writing out my tax check, this afternoon, I was won-
dering what would happen if I paid the bill without the allocated amount 
for the schools. Have any other disappointed, disgusted, and disillusioned 
Amherst citizens considered doing that or thought about it?!

 The whole school situation, so much in our consciousness currently, is 
really quite simple and black and white, to my small Amherst family. It 
comes down to CONSIDERATION, CARING, AND COMMON SENSE.  
CONSIDERATION, by school officials on all levels, of the impact of what 
happened in Mont Vernon early last Fall.  CONSIDERATION that how 
could it not impact and have a ripple affect throughout the entire school 
year and within both the communities of Mont Vernon and Amherst? And 
CARING enough to have the COMMON SENSE to realize the aforemen-
tioned. Why is it that this was not all considered last Fall so as to avoid what 
has happened? We have to wonder how all our children, within this school 
system, are being guided towards their futures without these seemingly 
obvious and needed characteristics (in the officials of the school system) 
we hope all people possess. Shame on the administration at the high school 
and shame on the school board! This town, its citizens, and most especially 
its children deserve far better.

Judith Salter
Amherst

Amherst Soccer Club’s 18th Annual 
Memorial Day Soccer Tourney
To the editor:

The ASC wishes to express our gratitude to the Town of Amherst, the 
Town Recreation Department, Amherst Police Department, MCAA, the 
Hampshire Dome, Nashua World Cup Soccer Club,  Dwayne Andreason, 
DDA Trucking and all of our wonderful volunteers for their support and 
work during our annual soccer tournament.  This is our club’s largest fund-
raiser and wouldn’t be possible without the people and organizations  named 
above and so many others that work tirelessly behind the scenes.  With over 
260 teams coming from all over New England  this was our most successful 
tournament ever.  For more information regarding our club please visit our 
website at www.amherstsoccerclub.com

Board of Directors, ASC


