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Town NewsEvents Calendar
 Newcomers Club July Meeting

The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club will be hosting a coffee/tea on Thursday, July 
8th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please join us if you are new to the area, and would like 
to learn more about our group, or not so new and looking for new, exciting things to 
do. We are not just for new-to-town people. Most of our members have lived in the 
area for many years. 

This is an excellent opportunity to learn about our various activities. This year we 
have eleven “special interest groups” ranging from the ever-popular Book Group to 
the Charity Group. If you don’t find a fit, then tell us what you would like to participate 
in! 

We meet at “Cassidy’s Grille” the second Thursday of each month. They are lo-
cated at #25 Route 101A in Amherst. Cassidy’s serves a wide variety of breakfast 
treats. The restaurant and club also welcomes children.

For further information, please call Helen J Uurtamo at 672-6122 or Gail Beers 
673-9544 or visit our website: www.nhnewcomers.com 

Saturday  Night Comedy Club
Great Comedy on Saturday Nights at the Club Comedy at Amherst from the co-

founder of the Comedy Connection.  Doors open at 7p.m. and show starts at 8 p.m.  
Amherst Country Club, 72 Ponemah Rd, Amherst.  For more information call 673-
9908 or got to www.amherstcountryclub.com.

The 2010 blue suncatcher offered by the Nipmugs-Questers.

AMHERST – This year’s glass suncatcher will be available on 
the Common during 4th of July festivities, as usual. The 2010 col-
lectible was created as a special souvenir of Amherst’s big anniver-
sary. It depicts the Town seal in cobalt blue with the words “250th 
year.”  Commissioned by the Nipmugs Questers, each one is hand-
pressed by a New Hampshire craftsman. 

Proceeds from their sale go to the preservation or restoration 
of historic artifacts, buildings or memorials. The new suncatcher, 
22nd in the Historic Amherst series, is also for sale at Mayfair An-
tiques in Salzburg Square for $10. If you have ones from past years, 
Nipmugs appreciate donations for re-sale, as there are always col-
lectors seeking missing years. For more information, call Anne 
Krantz at 673-9684.

Campers work on improving their dribbling skills during the 2009 Saber 
Basketball Camp. Pictured are: Tim Driscoll, Owen Batchelder, Lucas Bel-
lipanni, Tim Greene, Hugo Dean, Will Facques, and Max Van Lokeren.

Summer Basketball Camps
Is your young athlete looking for a way to improve their basketball skills 

before the next school year?  The Amherst Recreation Department is once 
again sponsoring summer basketball camps in Amherst.  A week at basket-
ball camp can help reinforce players’ knowledge of the game and increase 
skills in a fun but competitive environment.  
Fundamentally Fun Basketball Camp
Who:  Boys & Girls Entering Grade 2/ Girls Entering Grades 3 & 4
When:  July 12 -July 16
Time: 9:00am – noon
Fee: $100 Amherst Resident, $110 Nonresident
The 4th Annual Fundamentally Fun basketball camp sponsored by Amherst 
Recreation will be held this summer at the Amherst Middle School. Camp-
ers will be placed in groups based on age and ability. Emphasis will be 
placed on learning the fundamentals of the game of basketball.  In addition 
to teaching fundamentals, everyday will include time for basketball game 
play.  Camp Director, Jody Donohue will be joined by current Souhegan High 
School players.

Saber Hoops Basketball Camp
Boys Entering Grades 6-8, Session 1 July 12 - July 16, 9:00am-3:00pm
Boys Entering Grades 3-5, Session 2 July 19 - July 23, 9:00am-3:00pm
Fee per Session: $180 Amherst Resident, $190 Nonresident  ($20 discount 
for additional family member in same session)  

The 8th Annual Saber boys’ basketball camp will be held this summer at 
the Souhegan High School. The boys’ camp co-directors Mike Facques and 
Mike Beliveau will be joined by past and present Souhegan High School 
basketball players. The goal of this camp is to help kids develop a passion for 
the great game of basketball and help them increase their skill in a positive 
environment with the proper balance of instruction, competition, and fun.
Beyond Basics Basketball Camp
Who:  Girls Entering Grades 5-9
When:  July 12 -July 16, 1:00pm –5:00pm
Fee: $135 Amherst Resident, $145 Nonresident

The Camp Director, Jody Donohue, is dedicated to the development of 
girls’ basketball. She will lead the girls through drills designed to improve 
their knowledge and skill in the game of basketball.  The drills will cover 
ball handling, passing, shooting, offensive and defensive positioning and 
game strategy. Fundamentals of the game will be reinforced through com-
petitive game play. Players will be encouraged to increase their skill and 
game knowledge in a fun but competitive environment. Camp Director, 
Jody Donohue will be joined by current Souhegan High School players.

More information on these and many other Amherst Recreation Depart-
ment programs can be found on-line at www.amherstrec.org or by calling 
603-673-6248.  All programs require pre-registration.

u New Amherst Fire Chief   continued from page 1

u Questions But No Answers   continued from page 1

command of the City of Keene Fire 
Department.  He has served 21 
years with Keene and in addition 
served many years in various ca-
pacities with the Walpole, NH Vol-
unteer Fire Department.  Mark is a 
graduate of Keene State College, is 
an Emergency Medical Technician 
– Intermediate, and is a graduate of 
the Executive Fire Officer Program 
at the National Fire Academy in 
Maryland.  He has also been a Se-
nior Staff Instructor at the NH Fire 
Academy for 17 years.

The Board of Selectmen is very 
pleased to have found such a highly 
trained and experienced person to 
lead the Amherst Fire Department 
into the future.  In addition to his 
extensive fire service, the Board is 
very happy that Mark has specif-
ic experience in departments that 
utilize call personnel to staff their 

agencies.  Chairman of the Board 
George Infanti stated “Mark dem-
onstrates strong leadership skills 
that we know will bring our de-
partment to an even higher level”.  
“Amherst is very fortunate to have 
a great staff of call firefighters who 
will benefit from Mark’s knowledge 
and his extensive experience as an 
instructor.”  

Mark is very excited to assume 
leadership of the Amherst depart-
ment and is seeking to find a home 
for his family in the area.  In de-
scribing his reason for seeking the 
position, Mark used an analogy of a 
football team and said, “My time in 
Keene has been great.  I have been a 
player, the quarter back, the coach 
of the special teams, offensive coach 
and defensive coach. Now it’s time 
to be the head coach.”

Mr. Coughlan explained that 
expulsion needs to be tied to the 
school in some way.  School’s at-
torney Gordon Graham added that 
there are “competing interests and 
responsibilities” here and that ex-
pulsion wouldn’t have changed any-
thing because the students are not 
present in school.

Wendy Hunt of Amherst, a prose-
cuting attorney and lawyer licensed 
in Florida, questioned why it took 
so long to apologize.  She said that 
the discipline policies need to be re-
viewed.   “Let’s expel them, and let 
them sue us,” she added.

Amily Moore said she was dis-
appointed in the school leadership.  
“This is bigger than the yearbook.  
There are consequences to bad deci-
sions.”  She asked Jennings to offer 
her resignation and presented her 
with a petition asking her to step 
down.

Others at the microphone spoke 
of a lack of judgment and a loss of 
trust.  “Your sticker idea is pretty 
lame,” said one resident.

Bob Choquette said that if Jen-
nings were in private industry, she 
would have been fired for incompe-
tence.  “Do the right thing and re-
sign,” he said. “This politically cor-

rect liberalism has to stop.”
There were others who took an 

opposing view.  Mark McGovern 
said, “I’m embarrassed by our town.  
I feel like I’m living in Dodge City 
and this is a lynching.  This meeting 
is a disgrace.”

Souhegan student Kathryn Dillon 
said she was saddened by the ordeal.  
She read from the “Souhegan Six” 
code of conduct that tells the stu-
dents to be responsible and account-
able for your choices.  She asked the 
school board to do the same.

School board members took turns 
in expressing their frustration.  
Jeanne Ludt said the Board has their 
hands tied behind their backs.

Dana Redmond said the policy 
will be changed with more guide-
lines.  “The administrators have 
apologized.  Demanding resigna-
tions is over the top.”

“There are things that could have 
been done better.  We need to move 
on.  Crucifying people in public is 
not the right answer,” said Mary 
Lou Mullens.

The residents came with ques-
tions and left without answers.  
“We’re disappointed in your accom-
plishments,” said Greg Earley.

Amherst Suncatcher Commemorates 250th

Amherst Town Band Concert Schedule
Tuesday, June 22
7 PM Concert on the Amherst Town 
Common, Sponsored by Amherst 
Lions Club
Saturday, July 3  
8 PM Concert with fireworks.   
Souhegan High School, Amherst 
Sunday, July 4
10:30 AM Independence Day Pa-
rade in Amherst 
Monday, July 5
7 PM Concert at Greeley Park, 
Nashua 
Saturday, July 17 
7 PM Concert at York Beach band-

stand, Maine 
Tuesday, August 24
7 PM Concert on the Amherst Town 
Common
Sponsored by Amherst Lions Club
Saturday, September 25   
3 PM Concert on the Amherst Town 
Common
Amherst 250th Anniversary celebra-
tion
Saturday, October 16 
Noon Pumpkin Festival Parade, 
Keene For more information about 
the band, see their web site: www.
amhersttownband.org.

u Fourth of July, 1824   continued from page 1

of course, Amherst already had the 
jail, why should it be moved? It’s  
hardly surprising that county vot-
ers in March 1824 favored Amherst 
to continue as county seat. County 
court sessions were held here until 
1879.

This graceful yet monumental 
building, with arched front door 
and arched blind window above, was 
constructed with bricks from a local 
brickyard. The brick walls are laid in 
the complex Flemish bond pattern, 
with each row alternating headers 
and stretchers, while the sides and 
back are the American bond pat-
tern. (Five years after completion, 
two single-story side additions were 
built to accommodate the need for 
fireproof storage for county records. 
The wings were raised to two stories 
in 1875.) 

Amherst wasn’t the only town to 
build a new courthouse at this time, 

though whether the other towns also 
built on speculation, I do not know. 
The Farmers’ Cabinet of Amherst 
reported on Nov. 15, 1823: “Three 
elegant, new county court houses 
have been erected in this State dur-
ing the past summer[:] a brick house 
of two stories for the county of Hill-
sborough at Amherst, by the inhab-
itants of that town; a brick house of 
one story for Grafton at Plymouth, 
partly by the County and partly by 
the town of Plymouth; and a large 
and very convenient and commodi-
ous wooden house of two stories at 
Concord, by the town and individu-
al subscription. In each of these cas-
es the spirit of competition betwixt 
the towns on the location of the 
county seats has relieved the coun-
ties from a large expense in erecting 
their county buildings.” 

Amherst Recreation

www.marvellplateglass.com

We Fix ScreenS!
We Make ScreenS!
Need Them in a Hurry? – No Problem.

No Long Waits!

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Stop by our 
Showroom

The

CloThes
 CloseT

W O M E N ’ S   F A S H I O N   B O U T I Q U E

Shaw’s Lorden Plaza, 
Milford    673-3198
Closed Sundays July-October

Summer
Sale

Begins July 1st 30%
offShopLocally!

www.thetownplier.com

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

July Sale
30% Off

in Depot Square, Peterborough • 603-924-4488
Small Store at Very Affordable Pricing

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com


