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MANCHESTER – The Derry-
field School offers more athletics 
options than any other small school 
in New Hampshire, so that the stu-
dents, who are required to partici-
pate in physical activity for two of 
three terms, can find the team(s) 
and sport(s) that best suit them, 
ranging from highly competitive 
Division 1 varsity team to a very re-
laxed JV team. Although rare, there 
sometimes is a year when a sport 
finds itself without enough players 
to field a team. By special permis-
sion from the State’s athletic asso-
ciation, small schools may use their 
8th-graders to fill out a high school 
roster. That’s the situation in which 
the Derryfield softball team found 
itself this year.
8th Graders Save Varsity  
Softball

Two Amherst girls were among 
the five 8th-graders who played on 
the high school team to keep the 
school in the league. The girls stayed 
with their classmates on the middle 
school team but also attended at 
least one varsity practice a week all 
together. They would rotate so that 
two or three of them played in each 
varsity game. Both the older and 
younger girls were committed to 
making it work, because they knew 
this way they would keep their cho-
sen sport alive and strengthen the 
team for next year.

Cory Greer first tried softball last 
year at Derryfield, when she was 
in 7th grade. Of this year’s experi-
ence, Cory said, “Overall it was so 
much fun! At first it was really hard 
to balance both teams, but it was 
really great to do because it helped 
build a stronger team for next year. 
Also, because we learned more 
from the upper school practices, we 
five could help the beginners on our 
middle school team more and that 
made it stronger.”

Sierra Goodson said, “It was ab-
solutely great being asked to play 
on the varsity team and getting to 
know the upper schoolers. I’m so 
thankful that I did it, even though it 
was hard to keep up with it at times. 
I learned a lot more having to play 
up, and that will give me an advan-
tage next year.”
Girls Lacrosse Team’s Progress

Two years ago, 8th-graders were 
instrumental in helping to bring the 
girls lacrosse program back from the 
verge of extinction by filling out the 
roster. This year, there were so many 
girls that they fielded a JV team, and 
the varsity team of 20 girls entered 
the playoffs in third place and made 
it to the quarterfinals.

Junior Charlotte Walters of Am-
herst, who plays lacrosse year round 
on the Granite State Elite club team, 
was a starter for her third year, play-
ing 3rd Home (low attack) this year, 
and again led the team in goals. “ As 
a player, she has natural quickness 
and agility. She made several clutch 
plays in tight games this season,” 
said Coach Tina White. 

Amherst Warriorz 14U AAU basketball team: Back row left to right: 
Coach Jerry Hayes, Cole Galant, Jack Foley, Matt Segul, Assistant coach 
Dan Segul; Bottom row left to right: Matt Nelson, Jordan Billingsley, Trevor 
Knight, AJ Hayes; Not pictured Mack Walker and Jack VanLokeren

Amherst Warriorz U14 Boys win 
Rivals Tournament!

Celebrating victory: The Derryfield School’s boys lacrosse team, NH Division 3 champions,  including Jack Dowst (#2, far left), Hunter Holbrook (#18, 
standing 5th from left), Ian Will (standing 9th from left), and Coach Hettler (seated left of plaque), at Stellos Stadium.

The Derryfield School’s Lacrosse Champions
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

 
MANCHESTER – The boys var-

sity lacrosse team of The Derryfield 
School won the Division 3 champi-
onship for their first time ever by 
defeating top-seeded Kingswood 
Regional HS of Wolfeboro, 12-11, at 
Stellos Stadium in Nashua on June 8. 
The Derryfield boys, a team with ten 
seniors, were seeded second. They 
were undefeated in the regular sea-
son until the very last game, which 
they lost by 1. Their record was 14-1, 
counting their win against Nashua 
North HS, a Division 1 team.

Ian Will of Mont Vernon and 
Hunter Holbrook of Amherst, both 
juniors, were starters who played 

defense. 
In the championship game, Ian 

played long-stick midfielder. Ian 
said, “My job was to guard King-
swood’s Tate Jozokos, a wicked good 
freshman, and it was wicked tough. 
He was a lefty and would bait me 
with a fake-out, but by the second 
half I caught on to his rollback and 
manged to shut him down for the 
most part.” No small feat since Jo-
zokos was named Division 3 offen-
sive player of the year and got five of 
this game’s goals. 

“Ian is our most athletic defense-
man, so we relied on him all season 
to shut down our opponents’ best 
athlete,” said Coach Hettler. “This 
was especially important in the 

championship game: in a critical 
play right at the end, Ian was able to 
stop their best player from scoring 
and caused a turn-over that led to 
Derryfield getting possession of the 
ball to run out the clock.” 

“Hunter was a very reliable de-
fenseman all season, and he came 
up with some big stops in the final 
game,” said Coach. Ian praised his 
teammate, “Hunter had really great 
semifinal and final games, playing 
excellent close-D, clearing balls. 
He really stepped up the last two 
games.” 

Junior Jack Dowst of Weare was 
the team’s most accurate and fastest 
shooter during the season and lead-
er in getting ground balls, accord-

ing to Coach. In the final, he scored 
the first goal in the second half, to 
tie the game 8-8, and made some 
great defensive plays near the end to 
help preserve the team’s lead.

Cougars recognized as NHIAA 
Division 3 All-State players includ-
ed: four named to First All-State 
Team; five, including Ian Will and 
Jack Dowst, named to Second All-
State Team; and one Honorable 
Mention. Junior Nate Milne of 
Manchester was named defensive 
player of the year. It’s no wonder 
that Derryfield’s Christopher Het-
tler was named Division 3 lacrosse 
coach of the year for the second year 
in a row.

The Derryfield School:

Girls Lacrosse 
and Softball

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

The Derryfield School’s Cory Greer, 
an 8th grader, playing on varsity 
softball team

Amherst U15A Girls State Champions, Third Title in Three Years

Back Row Left to Right: Chris Jay, Lauren Trepaney, Jocelyn Donohue, Sam DeFilippo, Lyndsey Ballantyne, Shannon Disco, Peyton Kent, Jesse Jay, Olivia 
Durling, Bridget Bohan, Marina Lipson, Mickenzie Larivee, Todd Ballantyne; Front Row Left to Right: Brody Johnson, Margaret Dean, Jessica Concannon, 
Taylor Behn, Gina Mancini, Caroline Schagrin, Morgan Pagliocco

The Amherst U15A girls finished 
their youth lacrosse careers on top 
of the state for the third year in a 
row.  This year’s title run was fierce-
ly competitive and the girls rose to 
the challenge presented by a diffi-
cult final three weeks of competi-
tion.  During the regular season they 
compiled a record of 6-1-1 in league 
play, 10-1-1 overall.  Their only loss 
coming at Londonderry and the tie 
at Hanover.  They met both of these 
teams again in the NHYLA playoffs 
held in Londonderry on June 13th.  
The Amherst girls dispatched Lon-
donderry in the semi-finals, aveng-

ing the earlier loss, earning the right 
to play Hanover for the champion-
ship.  The championship game was 
a hard-fought contest with Amherst 
coming out on top, 13-11, to win 
the title.  All of the girls played hard 
from start to finish and maintained 
poise under the constant pressure 
brought by Hanover.

All successful youth sports team 
owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
the many parents and volunteers 
who work behind the scenes.  This 
team is no exception.  The par-
ents and volunteers provide field 
lining, transportation, uniforms, 

food, scheduling and rescheduling, 
and mostly patience and support!  
The entire Amherst Lacrosse Club 
and community participated in pro-
viding this opportunity for the girls 
to shine.  The support over the years 
has been amazing.

Likewise, all successful coach-
es owe an enormous debt to the 
coaches who’ve come before them.  
This year’s team was coached by 
Chris Jay and Todd Ballantyne, but 
these girls have benefited from the 
experience of many coaches over the 
years.  In particular, this group has 
been impacted and shaped over the 

years by Lisa Kent and Jody Dono-
hue.  They provided this team with a 
solid foundation not only in lacrosse 
but in soccer and basketball.  In fact, 
some began with Lisa as kindergar-
ten T-ball players on the Wilkins 
fields and will now rejoin her on the 
Souhegan fields in the fall.

This finishes a run of three straight 
championships for a group of young 
women who demonstrate commit-
ment to excellence, teamwork, and 
perseverance in whatever they en-
deavor to accomplish.  There are 
champions in the true sense of the 
word.  Congratulations ladies.  

High School Track Athlete Qualifies 
for Nationals

Jake McCabe of Amherst and Bishop Guertin High School 
won the javelin throw at the NH Meet of Champions with a 
throw of 188’ 6”.  This qualifies Jake for the US High School 
National Championships to be held June 17-19th at North 
Carolina A&T University in Greensboro, NC.  Jake will also 
be participating in the New England High School Champion-
ships on June 12th in New Britian, CT.  He is 6th ranked in 
New England heading into the meet.  Jake will be attending 
the University of New Hampshire in the fall where he will also 
be competing for the Track & Field team. 

The Amherst Warriorz U14 boys 
AAU basketball team concluded 
their season  by taking 1st place at 

the Rivals “Ruckus at the RAC” Bas-
ketball Tournament in June.  Con-
gratulations boys! 

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

LOWELL USED AUTO PARTS
LICENESED AUTO RECYCLER

will pay $150 for junk cars
& trucks + $25 Credit Slip for

Parts, FREE towing, 603-435-9385
For used parts, call 1-800-952-9775


