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Fireworks, Concert, Parade, Art Show 
“Amherst at 250: Then and Now!”
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July 4th in Amherst

Sunday, July 4, 2010 Activities
Children’s Bicycle Parade:  

Starting off from Knight’s Field at 
the beginning of Main Street will 
be the favorite Children’s Bicycle 
Parade at 10:30 run by the Lions 
Club.  Judging will be at 10:15 a.m.  
Also meeting at Knight’s Field and 
following the Bicycle Parade will be 
the contingent from the Preschool 
in the Village.

The Parade:  Because it is Sun-
day, the parade will leave from 
Wilkins School at 10:30 a.m. this 
year, a half hour later than usual.  
The parade is starring six bands 
including two nationally rec-
ognized ones of good size, the 
Muchachos and the Spartans, who 
are returning to Amherst after a 
long absence.  In addition, Am-
herst’s favorites, the Amherst Town 
Band, the NH Police Association 
Pipes and Drums, and the Camp-
bell Highlanders will be marching 
along with, of course, the Hudson 
Post Band, which has been in the 
Amherst parade for over twenty-
five years!  Not to be outdone, Am-
herst’s own kazoo band will also be 
out in force with their musical in-
struments and fancy footwork.

The fire engines will lead the 
parade with both the “then” and 
“now” versions of fire fighting 
equipment.  Following close be-
hind will be the pre-WWII antique 
cars and then Souhegan High 
School cheerleaders leading town, 
state, and national dignitaries fol-
lowed by floats, marchers, clowns, 
Uncle-Sam-on-Stilts, the Mini-
Kars, the Wheelmen, the 1st  New 
Hampshire Regiment (Revolution-
ary War) and the 5th New Hamp-
shire Regiment (Civil War).  New 
this year will be the Mini-Entries 
(non-motorized local entries) and 
the descendents of early families, 
identified by their ancestors’ family 
name, who will ride in convertibles.  
The Sierra Club is planning to have 
their Bear on Wheels with their 
marchers.

The Puppy Parade will gather at 
Spalding Field on Davis Lane and 
join the main body of the parade 
there.  The dogs, and owners are 
colorfully dressed and a delight to 
see.

The political section of the pa-
rade forms on Jones Road and adds 
excitement to the end of the pa-
rade.  This year there will be several 
candidates running for national 
office.

Activities on the Green:  Vil-
lage green activities begin at 9:00 a 
while before the parade arrives in 
the center of town.  At 9:45 Uncle 
Sam-on-Stilts will read our Dec-
laration of Independence at the 
reviewing area.  The Art Show this 
year will feature 30 artists, mainly 
from New Hampshire.  It is always 
amazing to see the talent that we 
have close to home.  Visitors should 
plan to roam “Artists’ Alley” by the 
back fence near the church and be 
impressed by what they find.

Another area to visit will be 
Craftsmen’s Corner at the Town 
Hall end of the green which fea-
tures demonstrations/explanations 
of old-fashioned crafts and skills 
by local volunteers..  There a per-
son will find Vinny the Blacksmith 
along with a beekeeper, a maple 
syrup maker, two weavers, a rug 
hooker, and a felter.  

As the parade ends, spectators 
should meander over to the An-
tique Auto Show on the edge of 
the village green across from the 
Congregational Church to look at 
some amazing old automobiles or 
stop to have their caricature done 
by the artist who can be found in 
the center of the green where the 
walkway forms a V as it splits in 
two.

 Near the Information Booth will 
be the tent with the descendents 
of early settlers.  In honor of the 
250th Anniversary, Peggy Stokes 
has done her best to find as many 
descendents of early families as she 
could.  History buffs should plan 
to stop and chat with these people, 
many of them local but also some 
from out of town.  They have fas-
cinating stories of the Amherst of 
long ago.

Across from Craftsmen’s Corner 
has traditionally been Politician’s 
Way, a line of political booths 
where it is possible to get political 
information, root beer, balloons, 
and lots of opinions.

Local organizations are offering 
information, raffle tickets, book-
marks, sun catchers, flags, head 
boppers, patriotic necklaces, music, 
250th Anniversary hats and mag-
nets, decorated glasses, and baked 
goods.  The Friends of the Library 
will have an assortment of summer 
reading books for sale.  Master An 
returns with a demonstration of 
the Martial Arts.

Committee member Char-
lene Carper will be selling special 
Fourth of July pins celebrating the 
250th Anniversay for $3.00 or two 
for $5.00.  The pin this year, the 
fifth in the series, was designed by 
Anthony Altamirano, a fifth grade 
student at Amherst Middle School.  
There are also a limited number of 
pins from previous years available 
for $4.00 each.

For the children there will be 
tattoos, face painting, cookie and 
cupcake decorating, a puppet show, 
and games.  Krickey the Clown 
will be doing glitter tattoos on the 
older children (and adults!).  Girl 
Scout Troop 22793 will be sell-
ing friendship bracelets and travel 
games.  The Baptist Church, with 
star balloon maker, Pastor Mike, 
will be overseeing a pitching game 
and a fishing pond for small chil-
dren, and giving out popsicles, and 
popcorn.  The July 4th Commit-
tee Pocket Ladies will wander the 
green giving out free gifts to small 
children and Uncle Sam-on-Stilts, 
the committee’s own Jeff Odhner, 
will be around to chat and have his 
picture taken with visitors.

A favorite of the little ones is the 
petting zoo.  This year there will 
be chickens, bunnies, guide dogs, 
goats, and chickens.  These animals 
are brought to the village green 
by their owners who donate their 
time to add something special to 

the celebration for small children.  
Washstands with Purcell are pro-
vided for the children petting the 
animals.  

Food will be plentiful this year.  
There will be the hamburgers, 
pizza, drinks and slush sold by the 
Fourth of July Committee as fund-
raisers, hot dogs and chips sold by 
the Junior Women’s Club, Friends 
of Peabody Mill veggie wraps, Jas-
per Valley Chili, and Messiah Lu-
theran Church cotton candy.  The 
Girls Scouts will be selling maple 
cream and the Souhegan Cheer-
leaders will be offering baked 
goods.

Reviewing Stand Ceremony:   
The reviewing stand that has been 
used for years is no longer avail-
able, making it necessary to change 
the reviewing area to street side 
and the reviewing stand ceremony 
to the grassy area where the stand 
used to be.   There will be intro-
ductions of dignitaries, music by 
the Souhegan Chorus, and awards 
including the Citizen of the Year.  
It is requested that there be quiet 
during the ceremonies.  Vinnie the 
Blacksmith will shoot his cannon 
before the ceremony to get every-
one’s attention!

Dogs on Show:  Immediately 
following the reviewing stand cer-
emony, on the church/town hall 
side of the green, will be the dog 
show, returning after a few years’ 
absence.  Owners are invited to 
dress their dogs in patriotic cos-
tumes and show them off, with rib-
bons being awarded for costumes 
and tricks.  This is a show worth 
watching!

For further information and 
weather updates, go to the Town of 
Amherst website, http://www.am-
herstnh.gov/info/july4.html.
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July 4, 2010

Join the Children’s Bicycle Parade

A favorite Fourth of July event 
each year is the Children’s Bicycle 
Parade run by Ann Hoag of the Am-
herst Lions Club. Children decorate 
their bicycles, scooters, or carriag-
es in red, white, and blue and ride 
together down Main Street from 
Knight’s Field to the Amherst Town 
Hall.  Knight’s Field is the triangle 
of grass at the entrance to town just 
two houses up from the library.

This year the bicycles will gather 
at Knight’s Field at the beginning 
of Main Street on Sunday, July 4th, 
at 10:00 a.m. in time for the official 
judging at 10:15 a.m.  The parade 
will begin at 10:30 a.m.  Bicycle dec-
orations will be judged for original-

ity, creativity, and effort on the part 
of the child.  There are five catego-
ries, four of which are based on age 
and each of which has a first, sec-
ond, and third place prize of $5.00, 
$3.00, and $2.00 respectively.  There 
is one general category of “carriages” 
and four categories of bicycles:  0-6 
years old, 7 and 8 years old, 9 and 10 
years old, and 11 and 12 years old.  
Each child who enters the contest 
gets a participation ribbon.

Due to state law, all children rid-
ing bikes must be wearing a helmet.  
Decorating the helmet is not only 
permissible, but encouraged!

Join the fun—be a participant in 
the Children’s Bicycle Parade!

250th Anniversary Mini Entries
The Fourth of July Committee is 

looking for creative, or not so cre-
ative people with a sense of fun, to 
enter a 250th Anniversary Mini En-
try in the parade.  These are small 
entries meant for small groups of 
people, or individuals, adult or chil-
dren, who want to think of some-
thing that represents Amherst, past 
or present, and add it to the parade.  

The entries must be non-motor-
ized, non-commercial, limited in 
size and numbers of parade partici-
pants (10 or so at the most), and be 
compatible with the parade theme, 
Amherst at 250: Then and Now.  The 
possibilities are varied.   There could 
be a small group of people walking 
together in costume, a pony pulling 

a decorated cart, two people hold-
ing an old banner or sign, a child’s 
wagon with an Amherst scene made 
out of boxes, or a garden cart with a 
child dressed in costume.  The idea 
is to have fun and be part of the cel-
ebration!

To enter, please fill out the form 
below and send to Nancy Head, 
P.O. Box 4, Amherst, NH 03031 
or email her the information, nj-
head@myfairpoint.net.  There will 
be a $25 gift certificate to Jake’s Ice 
Cream for the winner of each of the 
four Mini Entry categories:  Best in 
Theme, Best Overall, Most Origi-
nal, and Chairman’s Choice.   If you 
have questions, call Nancy Head, 
673-1389. 

New Parade Category for 2010

Amherst July 4th 2010
Weather Updates:  www.amherstnh.gov/info/july4.html

Saturday, July 3rd, Souhegan High School
     Fireworks Rain Date:  July 4, 2010
 
REMAX Tethered Hot Air Balloon Rides  5:30 - Dusk
Food!  Pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers            6:00 - 9:00 pm
 drinks, ice cream, slush
Music-Undertow Band 6:00-7:00 pm
Magic by George (Stadium) 7:00 pm
 Sponsored by Norman Wrenn BOT-L-GAS
Band Concert - Amherst Town Band 8:00 pm - Dusk
Fireworks!  Jack Reed & Volunteers Dusk 
 Major Sponsor:  Granite State Credit Union 

Sunday, July 4th, Amherst Town Green 
(unless otherwise noted)
Art Show—Artists and More Artists! 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
Historical Museums Open, Middle Street 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Children’s Bicycle Parade - Amherst Lions
 Judging 10:15-10:30 am
Parade  10:30 am
 Parade with Six Bands, Floats, Antique Autos, 10:30 am  
 1st & 5th NH Regiments, Mini-Kars,  “Step-off”
 Uncle Sam, Marchers, Clowns,  from Wilkins  
 Descendants of Early Families,  School
 Kazoo Band, Puppies on Parade,  
 Wheelmen, NH Dignitaries, and More! 
Green Activities 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
 Booths, Uncle Sam-on-Stilts, Clowns,
 Pocket Ladies, Children’s Activities, Petting Zoo,
 Caricaturist,  Master An’s Demonstration, 
 Animals, Hot Dogs, Slush
 Pizza, Hamburgers, Drinks, 
 Cotton Candy, Chili, Veggie Wraps
Old Fashioned Craft Demonstrations   9:00  am-1:00 p.m.
 Blacksmith, Weavers, Rug Hooker,
 Felter, Beekeeper, Maple Syrup Maker
Reviewing Stand Ceremonies Following the parade 
 Introduction of Dignitaries, Music, 
 Awards, Citizen of the Year
Antique Auto Show 11:30 am
 Church Side of the Green
Dog Show:  Dogs on Show  
 Following the Reviewing Stand Ceremony

July 4th Dog Show

Crafts on the Common at the 4th of 
July Celebration 

Name _________________________________________________________
Address __________________________ Telephone ___________________
Email ____________________________
Entry Description _______________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________

Entrants should meet at Wilkins School by 9:45 for a 10:30 step-off.  
Entries will be judged at 10:00; winners will be announced during the 

Reviewing Stand Ceremonies.

July 4th Mini-Parade Entry Form

 Always popular is the Annual 
Fourth of July Dog Show.  

This year, the show will start at 
12:30 on the village green.  To en-
ter your dog in the show, be at the 
show site on the green a little before 
12:30.  The judges will be looking for 
the dogs whose outfit and decora-
tion best represents the 4th of July.  
The categories are:
1) Most Patriotic 
2) Outfit that best matches the 

theme of the parade
3) Owner/ pet matching outfits
4) Special tricks 

If you have any questions about 
the show please call:  Paula Schmida 
673-6424. 

There will be some exciting craft 
demonstrations on the Common 
during the 4th of July celebration!  
People who have carried on the 
traditions based on old time crafts 
will be set up on the east side of the 
Common near the Town Hall from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  There will be 
a Blacksmith, Beekeeper, Maple 
Sugarer, Weavers, Felters and Rug 
Hooker.  Come learn how these tra-
ditional crafts continue to be im-
portant in the 21st century!

Amherst Citizens of the Year, 2009, 
presented by the Lions Club.

Amherst artist, Marianne Stillwagon

Flags, floats, bands and patriotism on the Fourth of July.                              File photo


