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Letters & Opinion
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expressed do not necessarily rep-
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The Amherst Citizen.
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The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
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Community Council Decision on 
Security:  Trust Trumps Safety 
To the editor:  

I attended the meeting of the Souhegan School Board on June 17th, 
ostensibly to hear the discussion of the yearbook issue.  Being a 19-year 
resident of Amherst, I had the same experience as did my neighbors, that 
of posing questions to the School Board, and having them remain unan-
swered.  The School Board did themselves no favors by hiding behind a 
cloak of confidentiality and right to privacy, even in response to queries of 
the process used to arrive at decisions, questions that had no attachment 
to anyone’s name.

Oddly, my greater concern came after the issue had been fully deliber-
ated (sans answers).  Following the break, most townspeople exited the 
meeting, but a few of us remained for the presentation by the Community 
Council on “Security.”  They presented a host of recommendations to the 
School Board and indicated that they thought it best to address issues of 
theft and vandalism, in part, by installing electronic surveillance of the 
school’s parking areas, but were disinclined to make the same recommen-
dation for the school’s entranceways.

My son’s a junior at Souhegan, and one of the living skills that’s never 
quite taken with him is the capacity to remember his lunch on a daily basis.  
Being an enabling, indulgent parent, I regularly drive over to the school, 
peanut butter sandwich in hand, freely access the entrance, and dutifully 
obey the signs to report to the office, whereby I drop off his sandwich and 
leave the school.  I’m certain, however, that if I did not report to the office, 
I would be free to move about the facility.  Another speaker described her 
experience doing just this, wandering about the school for several minutes 
before finally asking for directions to her meeting room.

I asked the School Board, and the Council what the downside could pos-
sibly be of installing cameras at the entrances, particularly if there would 
be a project of camera installation ongoing in the parking areas.  I was told 
it would compromise trust.  This is consistent with the communication 
to last week’s letter by Ms. Saira Weinzimmer, the Communicator for the 
Community Council, who wrote:

“Many Council members were in favor of cameras monitoring the ex-
ternal doors, though this option ultimately failed. Those opposed to door 
cameras argued that they would only provide a false sense of security, 
would damage the atmosphere of trust at Souhegan, and could serve as a 
gateway to more intrusive cameras in the future. Advocates of these cam-
eras countered that they could give Souhegan the means to deal more ef-
fectively with potentially dangerous trespassers, allow administrators to be 
more aware of possible intruders, and increase the general feeling of secu-
rity at the school. “

I understand building trust in a student body; I get that.  I pointed out, 
seemingly to deaf ears, that it wasn’t necessarily the empowered, trusted 
student body that concerned me, but rather an intruder that was not famil-
iar with the Souhegan Six and not a self-directed learner.  Certainly an in-
truder with ill intent would be unimpressed by the signage which was not-
ed by Community Council and School Board alike as an effective security 
measure, directing visitors to the office.  Once again, as with the yearbook 
issue, this School Board misses the point that Souhegan is part of a larger 
community, not the community in and of itself.

Ironically then, the recommendation is to proceed with surveillance of 
inanimate objects, to monitor an area with parked cars, which contain pre-
sumably ipods, other electronics, and various personal items.   Misdeeds 
there will be interrupted.  But the notion of using electronic means to bet-
ter safeguard the well-being of over a thousand students, and associated 
staff is being dismissed as too onerous.  I always thought that safety con-
cerns trump anything else.  At Souhegan, apparently “trust” trumps safe-
ty.

Lastly is this notion of the decision of Community Council somehow 
being sacred, or infallible.  My queries have been met with a reference to 
the sound decision-making of the Community Council rather than an ex-
amination of the issues itself.  To my knowledge, this School Board takes 
pride in having never overturned a recommendation of Community Coun-
cil.  To my knowledge, Community Council is intentionally set up with a 
majority of student members.  So, we have a situation where the elected 
School Board, presumably reasoned adults, serves as a rubber stamp for 
the Community Council. The reasoned adults have ceded their voice, and 
their responsibility, in part, to 15-year-olds that were last seen at a middle 
school dance, a dance by the way, taking place in a facility (Amherst Middle 
School) that is supported by security cameras. 

This is not intended to slight the efforts of the Community Council, 
and particularly those young people who serve.  It is however, intended to 
question the oversight responsibility of this body by the Souhegan School 
Board.  Once the Community Council’s recommendations are endorsed, 
it’s the School Board that owns the decision.

David Villiotti
Amherst

Amherst Soccer Club’s 18th Annual 
Memorial Day Soccer Tourney
To the editor:

The ASC wishes to express our gratitude to the Town of Amherst, the 
Town Recreation Department, Amherst Police Department, MCAA, the 
Hampshire Dome, Nashua World Cup Soccer Club,  Dwayne Andrea-
son, DDA Trucking and all of our wonderful volunteers for their support 
and work during our annual soccer tournament.  This is our club’s larg-
est fundraiser and wouldn’t be possible without the people and organiza-
tions  named above and so many others that work tirelessly behind the 
scenes.  With over 260 teams coming from all over New England  this was 
our most successful tournament ever.  For more information regarding our 
club please visit our website at www.amherstsoccerclub.com  

 Board of Directors, ASC
 Peter C. Camello

It Was a Glorious Fourth of July!   

To the editor:
It was a glorious Fourth of July!  The weather was warm and sunny, the 

crowds were large and appreciative, the fireworks were spectacular, and the 
bands were impressive.  Being the town’s 250th anniversary, it was a special 
year, and it was fun!

New this year were the pony rides at the high school on the 3rd, music 
by the Undertow Band, Tarot card readings, the addition of the Spartans 
and Muchachos Bands in the parade, the reading of the Declaration of In-
dependence by Uncle Sam on the village green, Krickey the Clown’s glitter 
tattoos, the change of the reviewing area to Rolf Bigger’s lawn, the addition 
of maple syrup making and beekeeping to the old-fashioned crafts, and 
the presence of the descendants of early Amherst families who rode in the 
parade and lunched on the village green.  Much to the joy of many specta-
tors, several old favorites returned after an absence of a year or more: the 
Wheelmen, Bruster’s Ice Cream, the Dog Show, and Vinny the Blacksmith.  
The governor was present and so was his horse guard, followed by girls 
from the SHS tennis team who good-naturedly and efficiently acted as of-
ficial “cleaner uppers.”

The Fourth of July Celebration is truly a community event, and Amherst 
residents did more than ever this year.  Fourth of July Committee mem-
bers, all volunteers, planned the events and then carried them through 
with energy and enthusiasm.  Additional volunteers designed and worked 
on floats, marched in the parade, manned tables for organizations, helped 
with committee fundraisers, brought animals for the petting zoo, demon-
strated crafts, organized the parade at Wilkins School, held the ropes of 
the hot air balloon, oversaw the pony rides, drove dignitaries in the parade, 
manned the fire engines or ambulances that were present, and contributed 
in other ways too numerous to mention.  Souhegan High School cheer-
leaders carried parade signs, twenty-seven antique car owners drove in the 
parade, and thirty-one artists shared their time and talent.  In addition, 
school and town departments gave tremendous support, working with the 
committee to make sure that everything went smoothly.  Special recogni-
tion goes to Marie Grella and the Fire Department for decorating the Town 
Hall in time for the Fourth!

Along with setting up and running events, the Fourth of July Commit-
tee raises about half of the cost of the celebration, with the town contribut-
ing the other half.  The committee sells ice cream, slush, hamburgers, pins, 
glow sticks, and space on the village green to artists or nonprofit organiza-
tions selling items or food.  In addition, it solicits business support.  Granite 
State Credit Union, our major sponsor for the fireworks for the fourth year 
in a row, made the spectacular display put on by Jack Reed and his volun-
teers possible.  The magnificent “G” at the beginning of the fireworks dis-
play was Jack’s tribute to their generosity.

Norm Wrenn, of Bot-L-Gas, once again underwrote George the Magi-
cian on Saturday night and Atlas PyroVision contributed to the cost of the 
fireworks.  Also contributing were Jake’s Ice Cream, Sal’s Pizza, Bruster’s Ice 
Cream, Good Humor Ice Cream, and Integrity Health Support for Women.  
REMAX provided the hot air balloon for free with the stipulation that pro-
ceeds go to charity.  The Amherst Citizen gave much needed publicity for 
weeks before the event and Rich Hart kept the town website updated with 
the latest information.

Many, many thanks to everyone who made the two-day celebration pos-
sible—the committee members, the volunteers, the town departments, and 
the financial contributors.  And thanks, too, to all those residents who en-
joyed the festivities and have given such enthusiastic feedback to the com-
mittee.  The Fourth is a time when Amherst shines!

Nancy Head
Amherst

Proud Parent of a Souhegan Grad
To the editor:

 
I wanted to take the time to thank all of the teachers, counselors, coach-

es, and other school officials who helped to make me a proud parent of a 
Souhegan graduate on June 11th.  Six years ago, my son came to the United 
States at the age of 13 without speaking a word of English, and now he is 
a successful Souhegan graduate, who is going on to college in Boston this 
fall.  He began his education in the United States in California, and trans-
ferred to 8th grade at Amherst Middle School one year later.  After dealing 
with the school in California, my husband and I have been absolutely blown 
away by the individual attention, and creative teaching that he received at 
AMS and Souhegan, which allowed him to succeed.  It always amazed me 
that the teachers would get together to improve matters and creatively 
solve issues with his specific challenges, before I even had the opportu-
nity to request it.  I do not believe that he would have received this quality 
education at any other school.  Thank you for promoting a positive, safe, 
creative atmosphere that allowed my son to pursue his passions, and stay 
interested in education and future career goals.  It made me proud to see 
his name in the graduation bulletin as the recipient of the school’s Music 
Technology award.   Special thanks to Lisa Kent, Brian Irwin, John Dowd, 
Joann McDee, Jennifer Bonsu-Anane, and Carl Benevides for all your help 
and guidance!  I believe Souhegan is a wonderful school both for motivated 
directed students, and for those who have unique learning challenges.  The 
impressive list of graduates going on to colleges this fall would make any 
Amherst parent proud.         

Sincerely,
Corrine Nikolenko

Interim Principal Has Fallen On 
His Sword
To the editor: 

I can sympathize with the anger and frustration exhibited by most of the 
attendees at the school board meeting on June 17, 2010. I would like to of-
fer some comments.

The Superintendent of Schools’ resignation would serve no useful pur-
pose. Her modus operandi reflects the attitude of the school board who 
hired her. If she opposes them, she puts her job at risk. 

The school board lacked the courage to expel Marks and Glover who are 
in the slammer. I expect they will be incarcerated for a very long time. This 
is tantamount to expulsion. Except for the yearbook photos, I don’t expect 
to see their faces at the school ever again. I see no point expending the ef-
fort and cost to formally expel them.

The interim principal has fallen on his sword by taking responsibility for 
the yearbook publication. The school board thinks that this will end the 
matter and they can continue to run the school as their personal fiefdom 
without any consideration for those less well off than themselves. I suggest 
that they resign making way for a board with empathy for all citizens of 
Amherst.

 
Joe Esposito
Amherst

 

Amherst: Then, Now . . . Future
To the editor:

 
Stonewalls, picket fences, a child and the pursuit of Peace; these are the 

constants in the Village that inspired the basis for The Peace Alliance – 
New Hampshire’s mini-float entry in the upcoming Fourth of July celebra-
tion of  Amherst’s 250th anniversary.

Beside the birth of Amherst, 1670 marked the announcement of peace 
following the French and Indian War. Many other declarations of peace 
rang through the village noting the end to various national conflicts.

Today, advocates of The Peace Alliance work diligently to encourage our 
internal structures to consider conflict resolution skills that support con-
ditions for peacebuilding both domestically and internationally, as well as 
personally. There is much to be done. Even in our own bucolic community 
horrific acts have occurred triggering the deep needs of healing, respect and 
reflection.  The Cabinet’s editor noted in a recent issue that “lack of civility 
is endemic in our society”. We have the capacity to do better.

Reactive responses fuel our rationale based on what happened “Then” but 
we are each responsible for every “Now”. Our modeling and examples of ci-
vility during disagreement influence our “Future”.

The children are our future.  I march for them.
 

Make Sense, Make Peace, Make History
Jan Grossman
Amherst

 

Garden Club’s “Big Thank You”
To the Editor:

 I want to give a Big Thank You to the following people who put together 
the Amherst Garden Club Float this year. They made it possible for us to 
win The Best Overall prize with their imagination and hard work.

Caroline Wojcicki Trese Gilligan Mary Salmon 
Judith Woodbury Andrea Maniglia Ursula Loscocco 
Bruce Reid Judy Smith Diane Merrithrew 
Edith Gambee Jane Jones  Lee Gilman(our driver)

Thanks also to my husband, Bill, our patient and onsight all around 
handyman, Shannon of Ponemah Farms, and John at Amherst Garden Cen-
ter. Without the generosity of Shannon and John we would not have been 
able to implement out ideas.

Again THANK YOU
Sue Alger
President
Amherst Garden Club


